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We glory in tribulations also: knowing 

that tribulation worketh patience; and pa-
tience, experience; and experience, hope: 
and hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. Ro-
mans 5:3-5  

WE have need of patience, and that can 
only be gained by trials. We have need of 
faith, and that can only be developed by 
necessities. We have need of experience for 
our future work, which can be gained only 
by such experiences which permit us to be 
touched with a feeling of the infirmities and 
difficulties and trials of those about us, to 

whom we shall be ministers and representa-
tives when we reach the throne. For us, 
then, the lesson of present experiences is to 
resist evil,--and not with evil but with good. 
Z.'03-348R3238:6  

------------------------------ 
“GLORY IN TRIBULATIONS  

ALSO: KNOWING” 
 

CR387 “Why, says one, I should think it 
would be an insane man that would rejoice 
in tribulation. Oh, no, there is nothing in-
sane about it. He goes on to say, Rejoicing 
in tribulation, knowing--you see the know-
ing has a great deal to do with it; if he had 
not known it would not have been any cause 
of rejoicing, but he was rejoicing, knowing-
-that tribulation worketh patience, and pa-
tience experience, and experience hope; and 
thus he realized that all of these trials and 
disciplines were developing him as a Chris-
tian, making him ready, polishing him for 
the future service of God; not only in the 
present life but preparing him also for the 
glory beyond.” 
 
R1007 “Knowing that we must be tested 
and tried, "we glory in tribulations also," 
knowing that it is by such means, with his 
promises, that the Father would develop in 
us patience, experience, and hope, as well as 
the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by 
the holy spirit of the truth imparted to us 
from the truth.—See Rom. 5:1-5.” 
 
R2737 “The Christian, especially if he have 
been for some time in the school of Christ 
and is somewhat developed both in 
knowledge and in grace, has a larger capaci-
ty than others for grasping and appreciating 
life; because, no matter how unsound his 
natural mind may have been, he has now 
"the mind of Christ," "the spirit of a sound 
mind," which is far better able than the nat-
ural mind to estimate matters at their true 
worth. 

Such an advanced Christian looks back 
through the year and recalls life's storms as 
well as its sunshine, its sorrows as well as 
its joys, its tears as well as its smiles, and 
sorrows not as others who have no hope…  
The spirit of a sound mind, and the instruc-
tions of God's Word, which assures all such 
that the trials, difficulties and adversities of 
life, rightly accepted as lessons, are bless-
ings in disguise,—which will work out "a 
far more exceeding and an eternal weight of 
glory" in the life to come.—2 Cor. 4:16,17. 

He will perceive too, that his joys have 
been of a purer and a more solid kind than 
any he ever knew before he was begotten of 
the holy spirit. They have not had commin-
gled with them the bitterness of envy, mal-
ice and hatred, but have been unalloyed; 
because they have not been rejoicings in 
iniquity, but rejoicings in the truth.  Moreo-
ver, they have been much more numerous 
than ever before; because he not only is able 
to joy in the Lord, joy in his Word, joy in 
the holy spirit, joy in fellowship with breth-
ren of like precious faith, but by the grace of 
God he has been enabled additionally to joy 
in tribulation also;—not because he loved 
tribulation, but because he loved the pa-
tience, the experience, the character, which 
God assures us are a fruitage which all trib-
ulations must yield us under his providence, 

if we are rightly exercised thereby.—James 
1:3,4; Rom. 5:3.” 
 
F644-645 “Let us not forget to note that 
while all sickness and death in the world 
may, with more or less directness, be trace-
able and chargeable to the great Adver-
sary…yet in the case of the world, as well 
as with the New Creation, God is overruling 
for man's instruction... As for the world, in a 
general sense at least, the entire groaning 
creation is learning something respecting 
the exceeding sinfulness and undesirability 
of sin; and as for the Church, the New Crea-
tion, her permission to share in the suffer-
ings of Christ includes and implies a share 
in those sufferings which are common to the 
remainder of mankind... There will surely 
not be an unsympathetic member of the 
entire body of Christ. All will have been 
touched with experiences, and know fully 
how to sympathize with the poor world 
when the time shall come for their restitu-
tion by judgments, by obedience under the 
trials and testings and corrections of the 
future age. Our Lord, who was perfect in the 
flesh, and who, therefore, could not have 
thus been touched had he not expended his 
vitality in healing the sick, experienced 
instead of vitality a sense of the weakness 
and suffering of those whom he relieved, as 
it is declared, "Himself took our infirmities 
and bare our sicknesses." (Matt. 8:17) Those 
who are called to membership in the body 
of Christ have generally little vitality to give 
off in a miraculous manner; but in sharing 
the common experiences of the world, in 
connection with their own imperfect human 
organisms, these also are touched with a 
feeling of the infirmities of the race, which 
enables them to sympathize fully in the 
general distress.” 

 
KNOWING THAT TRIBULATION 

WORKETH PATIENCE…  
EXPERIENCE… HOPE 

 
R1585 “VERSES 3,4. In this confident and 
glorious hope we rejoice, even in the midst 
of tribulations, knowing that they constitute 
the discipline necessary to fit us for our 
future exalted station. If rightly exercised by 
these, by a spirit of humility and submis-
sion, they will work in us the beautiful grace 
of patience. And patience in submitting to 
trial will lead to large and valuable experi-
ence—experience of God's love and wis-
dom and grace and comfort. And this expe-
rience will brighten hope and strengthen our 
confidence in God.” 
 
R1721 "LET PATIENCE HAVE HER 
PERFECT WORK." "Let patience have her 
perfect work, that ye may be perfect and 
entire, wanting nothing." --Jas. 1:4. 

THE term "patience" carries with it the 
thought of meek, uncomplaining endurance 
of suffering with humble resignation and 
perseverance. It is a trait which indicates 
strength and self-discipline. It cannot be 
predicated of inexperienced persons, but 

only of characters which have been subject-
ed to trials of affliction, pain or loss; and it 
always shines brightest when manifested 
under the glowing heat of severe affliction. 
This trait takes a very prominent place in 
the galaxy of Christian virtues; for without 
it the heart would grow faint, the head wea-
ry; and the steps would soon falter along the 
narrow way in which the Church is called to 
walk. "In your patience possess ye your 
souls," said the Master, implying the danger 
of losing our souls, our existence, if we fail 
to cultivate this grace which is so very nec-
essary to our continuance in well doing…  

How can we let patience have her per-
fect work? Just by meekly doing the best we 
can each day, and doing it cheerfully and 
well; making the best of every thing and 
going forward daily with true Christian 
fortitude to act the noble part in every 
emergency of affliction, pain or loss...  

The Apostle Paul tells us plainly that 
tribulation is necessary for the development 
of patience --"Tribulation worketh patience; 
and patience, experience; and experience, 
hope." (Rom. 5:3,4.) Consider how your 
own experience has verified this, you who 
have been for some time under the Lord's 
special care and leading. How much richer 
you are for all the lessons of experience, and 
for the patience that experience has devel-
oped in you! Although, like the Apostle, 
you can say that "no chastening for the pre-
sent seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; 
nevertheless, afterward, it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby." (Heb. 12:11.) 
In the exercise of patience the lessons of 
experience have made you stronger. They 
have increased your faith and drawn you 
into closer communion and fellowship with 
the Lord. They have made you feel better 
acquainted with and to realize more and 
more his personal interest in you and his 
care and love for you. And this in turn has 
awakened a deeper sense of gratitude and an 
increasing zeal to manifest that gratitude to 
him. This also deepens the sense of fellow-
ship with God, and gives confidence to the 
hope of final and full acceptance with him 
as a son and heir, worthy through Christ.” 
 
R5095 “He that is on our part is more than 
all that be against us. (I John 4:4; Rom. 
8:31.) His promises, as well as His provi-
dences, are walls of salvation and protection 
on every hand. What shall separate us from 
the love of God in Christ? Shall tribulation? 
No! it shall but cause us to draw closer to 
Him; and under His protecting care we shall 
rest. His grace is sufficient for us. His 
strength is made manifest in our weakness. 
When we feel weak in ourselves, then we 
are strong in Him. He will never leave us 
nor forsake us.” 

 
(Psa 55:22 KJV)  "Cast thy burden upon the 
LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved." 
 
 



R2130 “There are works of grace to be 
wrought out in us which only the hard expe-
riences of life can accomplish. For instance, 
we would be inclined to lean too much to 
our own understanding, if we were not at 
times brought face to face with problems 
that baffle our skill. It is when we are 
"afraid to touch things that involve so 
much," that in our perplexity we come to 
him who has kindly said, "Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he will sustain thee," 
and ask him to undertake for us. Or we 
might be inclined to trust too much in the 
arm of flesh, if the arm of flesh had never 
failed us, and the disappointment driven us 
to the Lord to seek the shelter of his wing. 
Or we might learn to trust in uncertain rich-
es, if moth and rust had never corrupted nor 
thieves stolen the little or much of our earth-
ly possessions. Or we might have been sat-
isfied with earthly friendships and earthly 
loves, had not their loss sometimes left us 
alone with God to prove the sweetness of 
his consolation. Or we might be weak and 
imbecile, had not the storms of life swept 
over us and the very emergencies of our 
case nerved us to courage, endurance and 
Christian fortitude. In view of all these ne-
cessities to the development of character, 
the Christian can truly feel that whatever the 
Lord permits to come upon him will be 
made to work together for his good; and in 
this confidence he can peacefully sing,--  

 
"If on a quiet sea toward home I calmly sail, 
With grateful heart, O God, to thee, I'll own 

the favoring gale. 
"But should the surges rise, and 

rest delay to come, 
Blest be the tempest, kind the storm, which 

drives me nearer home." 
 

“HOPE MAKETH NOT ASHAMED;  
BECAUSE THE LOVE OF GOD  

IS SHED ABROAD IN OUR HEARTS” 
 
R1585 “VERSE 5. "And hope maketh not 
ashamed, because," etc. Those inspired by 
this hope experience no sense of shame 
under the discipline and trials they must 
endure. The world, and merely nominal 
Christians, may despise and reject and per-
secute them, as they did their Lord; but, 
having the love of God shed abroad in their 
hearts, they glory in tribulations and rejoice 
to be counted worthy to suffer for his name's 
sake.” 

 
R1798 “Love--love for the Lord, for the 
truth and for righteousness -- must inspire 
us, or we shall never be victors. Love alone 
will keep us faithful even unto death, and 
make us meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. Where fervent love rules in 
the heart it implies that the heart is fully 
submitted to the Lord, and that means that 
nine-tenths of the battle is already won. But 
even then, as the Apostle says (Jude 21), we 
must keep ourselves in the love of God, in 
watchfulness and prayer and zeal; and grace 
will abound where love abounds.  

In such faithful obedience to the truth, 
and earnest endeavor to conform to its prin-
ciples, the way and the truth grow more and 
more precious, and our willing feet with joy 
are led in the paths of righteousness and 
peace-- into life everlasting… 

However we may realize our insuffi-
ciency of ourselves to overcome the world, 
the flesh and the devil in this seemingly 

unequal contest, let us remember, for our 
encouragement, that he who has begun a 
good work in us will carry it on to comple-
tion, if we humbly submit ourselves to his 
leading and discipline. Our Lord's promise 
is that he will not suffer us to be tempted 
beyond what we are able to endure. Let us 
hold fast our faith and our confidence in his 
sure word of promise--hold the truth in 
righteousness and faithfulness, and we shall 
not be of them who draw back and mind 
earthly things.”  

 
R2130  “Truly, those who follow the Lord's 
leading in this narrow way of sacrifice and 
of faith are only a little flock; for only a few 
thus apply their hearts unto instruction and 
wholly follow the divine direction. Conse-
quently, only a few know the blessedness of 
the realization of the Lord's tender care. But 
to those who follow this leading there is a 
growing sense of his love which the daily 
walk with him deepens, confirms and 
sweetens as the years go by, and as experi-
ence makes plain the guidance of his loving 
hand. As one after another of the trials of 
life come, and we mark his overruling pow-
er, which caused even the adverse elements 
to work together for our good, faith takes 
deeper root and the character becomes more 
stable, sturdy and pleasing to God.”  
 
R3123 Paul & Silas in prison: “It was under 
these unfavorable circumstances, with their 
backs bleeding and raw from the scourging, 
that reflecting upon the wonders of the di-
vine plan, and their own association with 
that plan, these faithful brethren were so 
filled with the spirit of rejoicing that they 
gave vent to their feelings in hymn-prayers 
of thankfulness for their privilege of suffer-
ing in connection with the Lord's service, of 
enduring tribulation for righteousness' sake.  

How remarkable it must seem to the 
worldly, who have never tasted of the joys 
of the Lord, that these men could thus re-
joice in tribulation--rejoice that they were 
counted worthy to suffer afflictions for the 
cause of Christ! How little the world knows 
of the peace of God which passeth all un-
derstanding, that rules in the hearts of the 
Lord's people who have grown in his grace 
and heart-likeness! How little can they ap-
preciate the fact expressed by our Lord 
when he said, "Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto you; not as the world 
giveth give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." And again, 
through the Apostle, "We glory in tribula-
tion, also; knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; and patience experience; and ex-
perience hope; and hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts." (John 14:27; Rom. 
5:3-5.) And as these faithful servants of the 
Lord could rejoice in whatever experiences 
God permitted to come to them in the dis-
charge of duty, so may we remember that 
ours is the same God, that he changes not; 
that he is equally able and equally willing 
today to grant the sunshine of his favor to 
those who trust him and seek to walk in his 
ways. It is the reverse condition that the 
followers of Christ need to dread, need to 
fear, as expressed by the poet,  

"Oh, let no earthborn cloud arise 
To hide thee from thy servant's eyes!" 

In a general sense, the entire Gospel 
age is represented as being a night, in which 
sin and distress prevail, and, as the Prophet 

has declared, "Weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning"-- 
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise 
with healing in his beams, to scatter all the 
miasm of sin and death! But even in this 
night-time the Lord's people do not need to 
sorrow as others, who have no hope. On the 
contrary, to his people, "He giveth songs in 
the night." (Job 35:10.) While they are 
watching, hoping, praying, for the glorious 
morning of deliverance, their trust in the 
Lord is as an anchor to their souls within the 
vail. How could such children of the great 
King go mourning all their days? Surely 
especially now, as the Millennial morning is 
dawning, we can say, "He hath put a new 
song into our mouths, even the loving kind-
ness of our God!" He has given his people 
the blessed privilege of singing the new 
song of Moses and the Lamb, that others 
cannot sing--at least not yet. These who sing 
and make melody in their hearts unto the 
Lord will surely also show forth the praises 
of him who hath called them out of darkness 
into his marvelous light--theirs will be the 
psalm of life, manifesting in looks and 
words and tones and sentiments the love of 
God received into good and honest hearts.  

Since as Christians we have learned 
that it is our privilege to be always rejoic-
ing--to rejoice evermore and in everything 
give thanks--we need not, like the world, 
wait for special manifestations of divine 
favor to call forth our praise, our homage of 
heart and our grateful obedience to the 
Lord. Rather, learning that divine provi-
dence is in all of our affairs, ready to shape 
them for our good, we may rejoice "whatev-
er lot we see, since 'tis God's hand that 
leadeth us." Some one has well said:--  

"If we are not ready to praise God 
where we are, and with our conditions and 
circumstances as they are, we should not be 
likely to praise him if we were differently 
circumstanced and our conditions just that 
which now seems to us most desirable. Dan-
iel could sleep better in the den of lions than 
Darius in the royal palace; he who could not 
find rest in a lion's den, when that was the 
place for him, could not gain rest by a mere 
removal to a palace. It is the man's self 
which must be changed, not his circum-
stances or his possessions, in order to his 
having a heart overflowing with joy and 
praise."  

When, in 1695, Madame Guyon was 
imprisoned in the Castle of Vincennes, she 
sang praises to the Lord, composing one of 
her own hymns, as follows:  

 
"A little bird I am, 

Shut from the fields and air; 
And in my songs I sit and sing 
To him who placed me there: 

Well pleased a prisoner thus to be, 
Because, my God, it pleaseth thee. 

"My cage confines me round, 
Abroad I cannot fly; 

But though my wing is closely bound, 
My heart's at liberty; 

My prison walls can not control 
The flight, the freedom, of the soul." 

---------------- 
 
R2215 "Be not overcome of evil." We are to 
remember that there is a constant conflict 
between good and evil, that each has its 
servants, or soldiers, and that we have en-
listed on the side of good, under the Captain 
of our salvation, with the engagement that 



we will "fight a good fight." We are never, 
therefore, to take up or to use evil words or 
methods or manners. To do so is temporari-
ly to join the enemy, or to admit that his 
implements and methods are better than 
those of the Captain to whom we belong. To 
answer anger with anger, evil report with 
evil report, bitter words with bitter words, 
slander with slander…would be to endeavor 
to overcome evil with evil…  To be misled 
by the adversary to use his methods in any 
of these ways is to be overcome of evil.” 
 
R3981 “The funeral over, Joseph's brethren 
were in some trepidation. Joseph's course in 
rendering so much good in return for so 
much evil seemed so unnatural that they 
feared that it was only a temporary matter 
for their father's sake, and that now since his 
death they would be entirely out of favor 
with the governor. They came to Joseph 
again and, apologizing for the past, asked 

assurances of his forgiveness, telling him 
they were the servants of God and that they 
were quite willing to be Joseph's servants 
also. Note the noble answer they got:-- 
"Fear not: for am I in the place of God? But 
as for you, ye meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it to pass as 
it is this day, to save much people alive. 
Now, therefore, fear ye not; I will nourish 
you and your little ones," and he comforted 
them, speaking kindly to them.  

Generous Joseph! Not a complaint, not 
a bitter word, only excuses for their villainy. 
Since the matter had worked out good why 
should he think evil of the agencies or 
agents which God had permitted and used? 
His expression, "Am I in the place of God?" 
signifies, Is it for me to judge you or at-
tempt to punish you in any manner? Is it not 
God alone to whom you have responsibility 
in this matter? and if you can make the mat-
ter right with him it already is right with me, 

for vengeance belongeth unto the Lord and 
not to his creatures, all of whom are more or 
less imperfect in one way or another.  

Let us apply this lesson each to him-
self, not only as respects the brotherhood in 
the Church of God but also in regard to the 
dealings with our brethren in the flesh and 
with our neighbors. What matters it to us 
whether they meant us evil or meant us 
good, have we not God's assurance that all 
things are working together for good to 
them that love him--to the called ones ac-
cording to his purpose? And this being the 
case, why should we have the slightest an-
ger or resentment against the persons or 
instrumentalities in any way used of the 
Lord in connection with our affairs. Those 
who thus trust in the Lord, and they only, 
are able to properly view and meet the af-
fairs of life, and they alone are able to re-
joice in tribulation, in persecution, in suffer-
ing for righteousness' sake.” 

------------------------------ 
R3238 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 

OVERCOMING EVIL WITH GOOD 
--1 SAM. 26:5-12,21-25.--AUGUST 30.--  

Golden Text.--"Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you."   
THIS lesson concerns the seven years of David's experiences as 

a fugitive from the envy and hatred of King Saul. The latter, though 
still the nominal representative of the Lord upon the throne of Israel, 
had lost the divine blessing and power which, in considerable meas-
ure, had been transferred to David after his anointing to be Saul's 
successor. The lesson brings before our minds in sharp contrast the 
king, whose better judgment was overcome by evil impulses, and 
David, the "man after God's own heart," who, although far from 
perfect, strove successfully for mastery over himself, and overcame 
promptings of evil under the guidance of principles of righteousness. 
We are not to think of David as perfect. Neither are we to be blind to 
his faults and sins, nor to excuse them nor to copy them. David was 
not one of the "saints" in the New Testament sense. He lived at too 
early a date to share in the high calling, nor could he follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus, since the Captain of our salvation and our fore-
runner in the narrow way had not yet come. David was a man after 
God's own heart, in the sense that he was full of faith in God and 
aimed aright. At heart he desired to do the Lord's will, and wherever 
he failed of this it caused him grief and led him to repentance. He 
lived before the time of God's revelation of his own character and 
plan and perfect will concerning his people. All things considered, 
David's attainments in faith and obedience were quite remarkable, so 
that although as a whole he was not to be considered as a model or 
pattern by the Church of the Gospel age, nevertheless many beauti-
ful illustrations of proper faith and obedience may be drawn from 
his career, and some of them are noted in the lesson before us.  

The seven years from the time David fled from the wrath of 
Saul until Saul died must have seemed to David a peculiarly long 
period of trial of faith and patience. His own course had been a no-
ble and true one. He had served his king and his nation most loyally, 
yet he suffered as a reward. He was for a time an exile in a foreign 
land, and his father's family was obliged to remove to Moab for 
protection. It must have seemed peculiar to David that the Lord 
should permit him, anointed to succeed King Saul, to be thus de-
layed from coming into his kingdom, and instead to be hunted and 
persecuted as an outlaw. This, however, was a valuable test of his 
faith, and doubtless helped to strengthen its roots, and thus to make 
his character stronger and his trust in the Lord firmer. But besides 
this, we may readily see that those seven years were valuable to 
David as a preparation for his kingly office. They made him inti-
mately acquainted with the people and their usual manner of life and 
general sentiments --acquainted also with the neighboring peoples. 
Above all, he became intimately acquainted with the Lord, and, we 
may be sure, learned to trust his providences even where he could 
not trace them. Several of the Psalms were either written during this 
period and describe David's experiences on the spot, or written sub-
sequently describing the lessons learned from those experiences. 
Amongst these Psalms may be mentioned numbers 34, 52, 56, 57, 
63.  

Spiritual Israelites who have already received the adoption and 
anointing of the Lord to future service as kings and priests, who 
shall reign on the earth with our blessed Lord and Head, to bless all 

the families of the earth, can easily trace valuable lessons in the 
trying experiences of David at the time of this lesson. The Prince of 
this world is our enemy, not because we have done evil, but because 
he realizes that he has but a short time, and because he has a spirit 
that is opposed to the Lord's Spirit in us. We too, at times, may 
wonder why the Lord--having anointed us and assured us of the 
glory, honor and immortality in the Kingdom--permits us to have 
such trying experiences and such severe conflicts with the world, the 
flesh and the devil. The reason becomes evident as we learn the way 
of the Lord more particularly--as we learn that the present "afflic-
tions which are but for a moment [comparatively] are working out 
for us [fitting us for] a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory." {1}We have need of patience, and that can only be gained by 
trials. We have need of faith, and that can only be developed by 
necessities. We have need of experience for our future work, which 
can be gained only by such experiences, which permit us to be 
touched with a feeling of the infirmities and difficulties and trials of 
those about us, to whom we shall be ministers and representatives 
when we reach the throne. For us, then, as for David, the lesson of 
present experiences is to resist evil,--and not with evil but with 
good.  

In considering the story of David and other Bible heroes we are 
impressed with the candor of the narratives --that the evil things of 
their conduct are told with the same frankness as their good deeds. 
This is one of the peculiarities of the Bible and one of the internal 
evidences of its truthfulness. How easy it would have been to have 
glossed the history of David so as to have avoided everything that 
would be to his discredit; and how surely this would have been 
done, especially in the case of a king, had the preparation of the 
Bible not been under divine supervision. Some, we are sure, incline 
to the thought that the Bible would have been much better reading 
had some of the faults of its prominent persons been omitted; we, 
however, are not sure of this. The story of the trials and failures and 
repentances of some of these noble characters have been no less 
blessings than the records of their noble deeds and sentiments. As 
some of the Lord's people have realized their own weaknesses in the 
flesh, having at times come short of their ideals in the battle against 
sin, they have found encouragement in the experiences of others 
related in the Scriptures--not to delve further into sin but to realize 
that "there is forgiveness with the Lord that he might be feared." As 
such have noted the failures of David on various occasions and his 
repentance, contrition and restoration to the Lord's favor, it has giv-
en them courage to similarly repent and to similarly trust in God's 
mercy and in their own forgiveness, and similarly to be encouraged 
to arise from their dejection and sin and start afresh in the battle for 
righteousness, truth, purity, etc.  

Our lesson deals with one of David's experiences when pursued 
by Saul. The erratic course of King Saul under the control of an evil 
spirit doubtless led him to deal unjustly with other men, as he did 

                                                 
{1}

 Apr. 28 Manna, Rom. 5:3-5 



with David,--with some for one cause, with some for another. Such 
people as incurred Saul's enmity, and those that were forced to be-
come fugitives and to be ranked with outlaws, sought out David and 
put themselves under his superior control. These numbered at one 
time 400 and later on 600. (1 Sam. 22:2; 25:13; 27:2.) These men, 
hindered from engaging in the ordinary pursuits of life by reason of 
the king's erratic course, moved about from place to place, and, 
since they must eat, their presence was doubtless an affliction upon 
the farmers wherever they went. Their foragings may have been 
carried on in harmony with the Jewish law, which provided that any 
hungry persons might enter any farm, orchard or vineyard and eat to 
his satisfaction without molestation.  

Doubtless it was because the people of the village of Ziph de-
sired to curry the king's favor, and also because they feared the 
foragings of so many men, that they sent word to King Saul that 
David and his company could be found in their vicinity. The king 
hurriedly gathered a troop of 3,000 and went to the place, probably 
anxious to capture David and his followers. The latter, however, 
were not so easily caught; indeed they were much better used to 
scouting than the regular army would be. They readily ascertained 
all about the king and his army, while the king knew little or nothing 
of them.  

The story shows how David with one trusty companion went 
into Saul's camp. King Saul and the whole army were sleeping with-
out tents, clothed in their outer robes, as is frequently the custom in 
Palestine even yet. The king lay not in a "trench" but in a space or 
corral formed by the army wagons; and at his head, to distinguish 
him from the rest of the army, his spear was erected near his head-
rest, as is still the custom among the chiefs of the Bedouins of that 
country. Secure in the thought that David and his handful of follow-
ers would be afraid of the king and his army and would not think of 
coming nigh them, no provision had been made for pickets or 
watchmen, so that David and his companion readily found the king, 
and could have murdered him in his sleep and escaped without de-
tection had they chosen so to do. It was not that David was so obtuse 
that he could not see the advantage that would come to him that he 
refrained from killing the king, but because of his respect for God 
and his loyalty to him. David recognized fully that God was the 
King of Israel, and that God had set Saul in the position he occupied 
and anointed him as king; and that it was the duty of the people to 
honor the king as God's representative. (Kings among the Gentiles 
are not thus divinely set.) He did not have so weak a conscience as 
would have permitted him to reason that as God had anointed him to 
be Saul's successor he had now providentially put Saul's life in his 
power. On the contrary he reasoned properly that God was still King 
and that he had all the power necessary to dethrone Saul and to bring 
him to the throne in his own way; and that the Almighty needed not 
the assistance of murder on his part for the accomplishment of his 
plan.  

To make the test still stronger David's companion suggested all 
this, and proposed to carry it out; so that the entire matter might 
have been done without David saying a word or lifting a finger. To a 
weaker mind this would have been an extremely strong temptation --
he would have argued with himself that the crime would not be his,-
-that by merely keeping silent and refusing to interfere the whole 
matter might be accomplished by another. But David knew that his 
companion would not act without his consent, either formal or im-
plied. He recognized that the responsibility still would be his, who-
ever might be the tool in the murder. He decided that he would not 
meet Saul's envy, malice, hatred and murderous spirit with the same 
spirit,--returning evil for evil,--but, instead, he would requite his evil 
and murderous intentions with mercy. This was not merely a matter 
of policy, but evidently David never had in his heart any murderous 
spirit towards Saul, for this was now the second time he had him in 
his power and might have destroyed him. We are not to suppose that 
David loved Saul with an affectionate love any more than he would 
have loved any other person of such a character. He loved him in the 
sense referred to in our Golden Text--with the kind of love it is 
proper to feel toward our enemies; --the love of sympathy and com-
passion which, however it might disapprove the character, etc., of 
the enemy, would neither do him injury nor encourage others to do 
so, but would spare his life and be ready in any manner to do him a 
kindness.  

There is a good lesson here for all spiritual Israelites. We are to 
recognize the Lord's appointments and permissions, not in respect 
only to earthly governments, but also, and particularly, in respect to 
those whom God has set in the Church. Even though such should 
become enemies of righteousness, it is not for us to accomplish their 
destruction. The Lord, who called us to the Kingdom and who has 

promised to give it to us in his own due time, declares it his will that 
in the present time we should live peaceably, and to exercise pa-
tience, moderation and kindness even toward our enemies--toward 
those who would destroy us or who are pursuing us with the inten-
tion of assassinating our characters, or what not. We are not to ren-
der evil for evil, nor railing for railing, nor slander for slander; but 
contrariwise, are to speak as kindly of our enemies as we can, and to 
think as generously of them as possible --in no sense of the word 
either physically or with our tongues or otherwise may we retaliate 
or manifest their spirit, but return good for evil, mercy and compas-
sion for malice and injury.  

After David and his companion had reached a position of safe-
ty, and when the proper time had come, they hailed the king and his 
chief general, and called their attention to the fact that the king's life 
had been in jeopardy, but had been spared; and as proofs they 
showed the spear and water bottle and informed the king that these 
would be returned to a messenger whom he might send for them. It 
was not improper that David should let all know the spirit of mag-
nanimity which had controlled his conduct in this matter. The king 
at once recognized the situation, and had manhood enough to con-
fess it promptly and to apologize for his own contrary course. Da-
vid's procedure conquered him.  

The results of well-doing are not always so apparent as in this 
case, because some evil-doers have less character and principle than 
had Saul,--unappreciative, envious and malicious as he was. But 
even if our rendering of good for evil fail to bring the acknowledg-
ment of the evil-doer it nevertheless is right, and becomes a blessing 
to us. It is the evil-doer who loses by his failure to be conquered by 
our kindness. Although Saul evidently repented, David knew better 
than to trust himself to his power; and there is a lesson in this for us 
also, viz., that while generous toward our enemies, returning them 
good for their evil, we should not be too readily convinced of refor-
mation on their part, but should realize, as David did in Saul's case, 
that he was under control of an evil spirit, and that therefore any 
acknowledgment of wrong or profession of reformation should be 
esteemed a passing emotion rather than a change of disposition until 
reasonable time should be given for a demonstration of a change of 
heart.  

David's answer to Saul, under all the circumstances, was a 
model of truthfulness and forbearance. He neither affirmed nor de-
nied Saul's guilt, nor did he solicit the king's favor and mercy. On 
the other hand he declared his confidence in God--that he would 
deal with every man according to his righteousness and mercy--and 
showed that it was his respect for God and his standards that spared 
the king's life. He declared that as he had shown mercy toward the 
king he was trusting in the Lord to show mercy toward him, and that 
in the Lord--not in the king--he trusted for compassion and help, to 
deliver him from all tribulations. To what extent David appreciated 
the high standard of his own expression we do not know. Being a 
prophet, he frequently typified the Christ, Head and body. His words 
are certainly more appropriate for the Church than they were for him 
personally. David was still under the Law and must therefore be 
judged by the Law, which, as the Apostle declares, proves that there 
is none righteous, no not one. In our day, however, we may be cov-
ered with the robe of Christ's righteousness, so that "the righteous-
ness of the Law may be fulfilled in us who are walking not after the 
flesh but after the Spirit." Our heart intentions for righteousness are 
acceptable to the Lord under the merits of Christ's sacrifice. Our 
desires and endeavors to be faithful to him and to his Word are ac-
cepted instead of perfect works, and hence we may expect that in 
due time the Lord will accept us in the Beloved, to the glory of his 
Kingdom. Again David's sentiments are ours and his principles 
those which appeal to us when he declares that God would have 
mercy upon him as he had mercy upon Saul. This is the very essence 
of our Master's teaching--"If ye forgive not men for trespasses 
against you neither will your heavenly Father forgive your trespass-
es"--he who shows no mercy shall obtain no mercy.  

As Saul recognized the spirit that was in David as being more 
righteous than his own, and declared that ultimately David would be 
prospered greatly, so do the enemies of spiritual Israelites realize the 
difference between their conduct and that of those who are guided 
by the Lord's Spirit--although they do not often candidly 
acknowledge the matter as did Saul. The class represented by Saul is 
a numerous one. It discerns and acknowledges righteousness but 
follows unrighteousness: it discerns the good but opposes it with 
evil. Let us, in respect to faith in God and desire to please him, be 
like David, whose name signifies Beloved, and who, as already in-
timated, in many respects was a type of the Beloved--Christ, Head 
and body.  
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