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He made Himself of no reputation, and 

took upon Him the form of a servant. Phi-
lippians 2:7  

AS no man is able to serve two masters 
and satisfy both, and do justice to both, their 
interests conflicting, no more can we serve 

God and righteousness, and at the same time 
be pleasing and acceptable to the adversary 
and those who are in harmony with him 
who now rules in this present dispensation, 
the "prince of this world." All of the Lord's 
consecrated people, those who would lay up 
treasures in heaven and be rich toward God, 

must be willing to become of no reputation 
amongst those who are not consecrated, and 
who, whatever their professions, are really 
serving Mammon, selfishness, and the pre-
sent life, and not sacrificing these interests 
to the attainment of the heavenly Kingdom. 
Z. '00-318 R2717:5  

------------------------------ 

A347 "Are you willing to follow on to know the Lord through evil and through 
good report?  Are you willing to forsake all, to follow as he may lead you by 
his Word? -- to ignore the wishes of friends, as well as your own desires?"  

------------------------------ 
R1956 “MY SOUL, BE ON THY GUARD 
…While, as the Apostle predicted, "perilous 
times" are upon us, in which some in the 
Church will "stumble" and some "fall," and 
when "the love of many shall wax cold," let 
us not forget that it is "he that endureth [faith-
fully] to the end [of his trial], the same shall 
be saved."  Remember the Apostle's advice, 
to take trials and oppositions and misrepre-
sentations cheerfully, joyously, patiently, 
knowing that, so endured, they will "work out 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory."  But, as the Apostle adds, to 
secure such blessed results from trials, perse-
cutions and oppositions, we must remember 
to "look not at the things that are seen [earth-
ly things and prospects], but at things that are 
unseen [the heavenly and eternal things]."  
We are to endure "as seeing him who is in-
visible."  Greater is he that is with us than all 
that be against us. (`Heb. 11:27`; `1 John 
4:4-8`.) "Who is he that will harm you [real-
ly], if ye be followers of that which is good?" 
(Read `1 Pet. 3:13-16`; `Rom. 8:31-39`.) The 
opposition of evil can work only good to "the 
elect," those who are called according to 
God's purpose.  To all who are of the true 
Zion the promise is, "No weapon that is 
formed against you shall prosper." 

When that noble servant of God, John 
Wesley, was zealous in opposing Satan, and 
preaching a full consecration to God, he pro-
voked Satan's enmity, and the latter found 
mouthpieces amongst ambitious and jealous 
"false brethren" who spread abroad vile ru-
mors from time to time, not only assailing his 
teachings, but even his moral character.  His 
plan was to make no defence.  He argued that 
if he should engage in personal disputes it 
would be just what Satan would want--a 
hindrance to his work. Finally, however, 
when a most malicious rumor, reflecting on 
his moral character, was started by some 
prominent persons, and the entire work 
seemed likely to be greatly injured by it, his 
brother Charles and some others came to 
him, and said, John, you must answer this 
charge or your reputation is gone. 

John replied in substance thus, -- No; I 
will keep right along with my work.  When I 
consecrated myself to the Lord, I gave him 
my reputation as well as all else that I pos-
sess.  The Lord is at the helm!  Our Lord 
Jesus, by his faithfulness, "made himself of 
no reputation," and was crucified as a blas-
phemer and between outlaws, yet he opened 
not his mouth!  No, I will make no defense.  
A certain class, evil at heart, would believe 
the evil reports regardless of my denials; and 
those thus alienated will no doubt, as in the 

early Church, go "out from us because they 
were not of us."  "The Lord knoweth them 
that are his," and will keep his own; and none 
shall pluck them out of his hand.  Besides, 
the Lord may see that some are thinking of 
me, rather than of him and his message which 
I seek to declare. 

The results we all know.  The message 
of holiness with faith swept over the world, 
and its influence is not yet lost.  And John 
Wesley is still loved for his work's sake in 
every civilized part of the world; but his tra-
ducers are forgotten.  There is a lesson in this 
for all, as an illustration of the Lord's 
words -- "In quietness and in confidence shall 
be your strength." 
 Wherefore, dearly beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which shall 
try you, as though some strange thing hap-
pened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings, that when 
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy.--`1 Pet. 4:12,13`”  
 
R853 “There are very few who are not at 
some time brought under the shadow of a 
false accusation.  The natural way to meet it is 
by denial and self-defense. But that is not the 
New Testament way. There is a better, surer, 
higher way.  It is to give the false accusation a 
plain, simple, square denial, and then leave 
the life and the truth to do the rest.  It is not 
my business to take care of my reputation; it 
is all I can do to take care of my character.” 
  
R3594 “While no Scripture forbids our ex-
plaining away the errors and false statements 
of slanderers, experience proves that, if we 
followed Satan and his deluded servants of 
unrighteousness around, to contradict every 
adverse criticism and evil report, we should 
be kept more than busy. And if Satan found us 
willing to do so, he would no doubt lead us 
such a chase as would prevent our having any 
time to tell forth the good tidings of great joy; 
thus he would gain a victory, and we should 
lose one. 

Rather let us commit our reputation to 
the Lord, as a part of the sacrifice we laid at 
his feet when we surrendered all in obedience 
to the "call" to run the race for the great prize 
of our high calling.  If thus we suffer some 
loss of reputation, by reason of our resolution 
not to neglect the King's business to fight for 
our own tinsel, we may be sure that it will 
count with him as so much endured for 
Christ's sake...” 

 
R3981 “The funeral over, Joseph's brethren 
were in some trepidation. Joseph's course in 

rendering so much good in return for so 
much evil seemed so unnatural that they 
feared that it was only a temporary matter 
for their father's sake, and that now since his 
death they would be entirely out of favor 
with the governor. They came to Joseph 
again and, apologizing for the past, asked 
assurances of his forgiveness, telling him 
they were the servants of God and that they 
were quite willing to be Joseph's servants 
also. Note the noble answer they got:-- 
"Fear not: for am I in the place of God? But 
as for you, ye meant evil against me, but 
God meant it for good, to bring it to pass as 
it is this day, to save much people alive. 
Now, therefore, fear ye not; I will nourish 
you and your little ones," and he comforted 
them, speaking kindly to them.  

Generous Joseph! Not a complaint, not 
a bitter word, only excuses for their villainy. 
Since the matter had worked out good why 
should he think evil of the agencies or 
agents which God had permitted and used? 
His expression, "Am I in the place of God?" 
signifies, Is it for me to judge you or at-
tempt to punish you in any manner? Is it not 
God alone to whom you have responsibility 
in this matter? and if you can make the mat-
ter right with him it already is right with me, 
for vengeance belongeth unto the Lord and 
not to his creatures, all of whom are more or 
less imperfect in one way or another.  

Let us apply this lesson each to him-
self, not only as respects the brotherhood in 
the Church of God but also in regard to the 
dealings with our brethren in the flesh and 
with our neighbors. What matters it to us 
whether they meant us evil or meant us 
good, have we not God's assurance that all 
things are working together for good to 
them that love him--to the called ones ac-
cording to his purpose? And this being the 
case, why should we have the slightest an-
ger or resentment against the persons or 
instrumentalities in any way used of the 
Lord in connection with our affairs. Those 
who thus trust in the Lord, and they only, 
are able to properly view and meet the af-
fairs of life, and they alone are able to re-
joice in tribulation, in persecution, in suffer-
ing for righteousness' sake, because they 
know, as the Apostle assures us, that all 
these things are working out for them a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
and that present difficulties and trials are not 
worthy to be compared with the glories that 
shall be revealed in us by and by--when we 
with our dear Redeemer shall sit upon the 
throne of earth for the blessing of all the 
families of the earth.” 

------------------------------ 
IMPORTANT NEW COVENANT 

CLARIFICATIONS 
When considering R2715, keep these clarifi-
cations & the 6th Vol. foreword in mind: 

CHURCH NOT UNDER THE 
NEW COVENANT 

Fii “Inadvertently, the name New Covenant, 

which belongs to God's dealings with the 
world during the Millennium, has been used 
in respect to the Covenant which is now in 
operation during this Gospel Age with the 
Church. Our Covenant, of course, is a new 
covenant in the sense that it is different 
from the Jewish Covenant of Mt. Sinai, but 

it is not THE New Covenant. The Church's 
Covenant is referred to in the Bible as a 
"Covenant by Sacrifice."   

NEW COVENANT WILL BE WITH 
ISRAEL (Jer. 31:31-32) 

R4321 “As the old Law Covenant was with 
Israel only, so the New (Law) Covenant will 



be with Israel only. Other nations will share 
it by becoming Israelites, "Proselytes of the 
gate," not under the old but under the New 
Covenant. (Ezek. 16:60,61.) "He that hath 
an ear to hear, let him hear."  

CHURCH HAS AN ADVOCATE 
NOT A MEDIATOR (1Jn. 2:1) 

SM720 “Our Lord Jesus is not the Church’s 
Mediator before the Father, but the 
Church’s Advocate. There is a sharp distinc-

tion to be drawn between the two thoughts. 
A mediator implies a hostility between two 
principals, requiring the intervention of a 
third party; and this is not the case with the 
Church.  We are not rebels.” 

------------------------------ 
R2715 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 

THE UNJUST STEWARD 
LUKE 16:1-13.--NOV. 4.  

"Ye cannot serve God and Mammon."  
 

WHILE THE previous parables of this dinner-table talk were 
addressed specially to the Pharisees, this parable, and the one fol-
lowing it, concerning a rich man and a poor man (Dives and Laza-
rus), were addressed not so exclusively to the Pharisees, but, as the 
first verse of our lesson declares, to the disciples also, as well as to 
the Pharisees at the same table. The reason why the first three para-
bles were addressed to the Pharisees only, and not to the disciples, is 
evident --the disciples needed no such instruction, having no preju-
dice against the poorer classes, recognizing themselves as amongst 
the "lost" who were glad to be found by the Good Shepherd.  

The steward of this parable corresponds to the elder son of the 
preceding parable, and to the rich man of the succeeding parable; it 
applies specially to the scribes and Pharisees, who, as our Lord de-
clared, on another occasion, "sat in Moses' seat"--represented Mo-
ses, and the Law Covenant of which Moses was the Mediator, and 
the blessing obtained through that covenant, of which Moses was the 
original steward, and they now the steward, as his representatives. In 
what did this stewardship consist? The Apostle Paul asks this ques-
tion, and answers it, saying, "What advantage then hath a Jew? 
Much every way; chiefly because to them were committed the ora-
cles of God," the knowledge of God, with typical justification and 
at-one-ment with him, and an interest in the promises made to the 
fathers.  

The Jews, as represented in Moses and his successors, failed of 
their stewardship--failed to use in a manner satisfactory to God the 
favors committed to their care. Nor, indeed, were they wholly to 
blame for this, as the Apostle Paul points out; they were weak 
through the fall, incompetent to be administrators of so great a trust; 
and God knew this when he gave them the stewardship--he knew 
that they would fail to keep the Law perfectly. He had fully intended 
that in due time he would depose them from the stewardship and 
give it to the one whom he had foreknown--to Messiah.  

Now the time had come when this change of administration 
was about to be effected, and God was calling upon the representa-
tives of Israel to give an account of their stewardship, and informing 
them that a new dispensation was about to be ushered in. Our Lord 
Jesus in this parable wished to point out to them what would be the 
wisest course for them to pursue under the circumstances. He shows 
them what an earthly steward would do under such circumstances, 
and tells them there is wisdom in such a course, saying, "The chil-
dren of this world are wiser in their generation than the children of 
light:" you, as God's people, more favored than any others with light 
on the divine character and plan, are not acting as wisely as you 
would do if you were earthly stewards.  

Here we are met with the difficulty that the majority of people 
do not clearly comprehend--the scope of a steward's privileges in 
olden times. We have no such office to-day amongst civilized peo-
ple. A steward's office was a confidential one; he had the liberty and 
full authority to do anything and everything that the owner himself 
could do with his goods. He could make presents or cancel debts, or 
use in any manner he chose the goods under his care, and could not 
be held responsible as a culprit before the Law, because the nature 
of his office as a steward was such that he fully represented and 
acted for his employer. The latter could discharge him from the 
stewardship as a penalty for unfaithfulness, but this would be his 
only punishment, because in making him steward he fully author-
ized him to use his judgment.  

In the parable the unjust steward--unjust in his previous use of 
his master's affairs, that is, unrighteous, unsatisfactory, imperfect--as 
soon as he realized the situation, made no attempt to defend himself, 
nor to claim that he had done perfectly; but before rendering up his 
accounts he dealt leniently with some of his lord's creditors, remit-

ting parts of their indebtedness. (This may have been a wise course, 
as, for instance, to-day bankruptcy laws similarly release debtors 
from obligations which they could not pay; and similarly creditors 
frequently, in their own interest, agree to accept sixty per cent., fifty 
per cent., forty per cent., or some other proportion of the original 
sum as for the whole of a debt, seeing that the debtor is unable to 
pay the account in full, and with a view to his encouragement to do 
the best he can. The Jewish Jubilee year of full release from all debts 
was along the same line of leniency and wise business policy repre-
sented in the "Bankruptcy Law" of today.) It is not because of this 
last conduct of the steward that he is called unjust (unrighteous) in 
the parable, but because of his previous stewardship, not having 
come up to the full, perfect demands of his master.  

Now, applying the parable to all of the Jewish nation, especial-
ly to those who sat in Moses' seat and had the control of matters, and 
who decided what was and what was not the proper interpretation of 
the Law, our Lord intimated that if they were as wise as earthly 
stewards they would make use of their opportunities in a somewhat 
similar manner. Now how could they have done this--supposing that 
they recognized the fact that they had not fulfilled the requirements 
of God under the Law, and supposing also that they realized that the 
time had come for a change of dispensation, and that God was de-
manding an account of them and informing them that a new steward 
would take possession of matters--under such circumstances how 
should these in Moses' seat have acted? We answer, that in harmony 
with the lesson of the parable, they should have said to themselves: 
We realize that we ourselves have not kept the Law of God perfect-
ly; indeed, that it is not within our power to do so. We realize that a 
change of dispensation is impending, and that we are called upon to 
make an accounting, and that we can only admit before God that we 
have made a failure as respects the carrying out of the demands of 
his Law and the gaining of eternal life under it,--and as respects the 
use of the many advantages every way which God has given us. We 
have used our advantages in some respects well, but we failed on the 
whole to accomplish anything in the world, or to gain eternal life, 
either for ourselves or for any,--and we cannot dispute, therefore, 
that "By the deeds of the Law no flesh should be justified in God's 
sight."  

Since, therefore, it must soon be evidenced to all that our stew-
ardship has resulted in failure and that we are dispossessed, the wise 
thing for us to do is to turn about at once, and deal kindly and gen-
erously with these sinners (the prodigal son class) and, instead of 
denouncing them as sinners more than ourselves, we should say to 
them frankly, We cannot keep this perfect Law of God, and we 
know also that you cannot do so; but now, instead of being hopeless-
ly discouraged and cast down, do the best you can; we will remit 
part of the exaction of the Law, admitting that you are unable to 
keep it perfectly, and will merely require of you that you keep it to 
the best of your ability--fifty per cent., or eighty per cent., according 
to your circumstances and conditions--according as you are able, 
keep the Law.  

Had the scribes and Pharisees taken this position they would 
have healed the breach as between themselves and the people, and 
their honesty in admitting that they themselves could not keep the 
Law would have been a distinct advantage to them, subsequently, in 
connection with the new dispensation. And this very conduct of 
candid admission and of sympathy for others, and assistance in lift-
ing their burdens would have brought them into such a condition of 
heart that they would have been ready for the Gospel; and the lower 
classes, from which they had hitherto held aloof as sinners, would 
have had a kindly feeling toward them, and as a result they would 



have retained a measure of their sympathy, at least, in the time of 
trouble which came upon them when their polity was overthrown.  

But did the scribes and Pharisees follow any such course? By 
no means. On the other hand they put on a brassy front, made broad 
their phylacteries, made still louder claims respecting their own 
perfection of heart and life, deceiving their own selves probably as 
much as or more than they deceived others. They boasted that they 
should ever continue to be stewards of the manifold grace of God; 
and, as our Lord declares, so far from lifting the burdens and con-
demnations of the Law from the shoulders of the people, who were 
honest enough to confess inability to keep the perfect law, these 
scribes and Pharisees, on the contrary, bound upon the people heavy 
burdens which they would not assist to lift with their little finger.--
Matt. 23:1-4.  

Thus doing they became more and more hypocritical and case-
hardened, until, in his later descriptions of them, our Lord declared 
them to be whited sepulchres, outwardly fair and beautiful, inwardly 
full of corruption, dishonesty, hypocrisy; knowing themselves to be 
infractors of the Law they were outwardly claiming and boasting 
perfection. This not being said to the Pharisees alone, but to the 
disciples "also," implies that they were to notice how the parable 
fitted and how unwisely this steward class was acting. Even at the 
table the Pharisees, perceiving to some extent at least the trend of 
the parable, "derided"--being covetous. But our Lord pressed the 
lesson home to them saying, "Ye are they which justify yourselves 
before men; but God knoweth your hearts." You are the unjust stew-
ard and soon all will witness your rejection. "The Law and the 
prophets [of which you are the representatives] was [recognized of 
God] until John [the Baptist]; since that time the Kingdom of God is 
preached [the new, the Gospel dispensation], and every one [should] 
press toward it." (Verses 14-16.) You, leaders of the people, howev-
er, not only will not enter yourselves, but those desiring to enter you 
hinder. (Matt. 23:13.) You should see that your institution is bound 
to Moses and the Law as a wife to her husband --so long as it liveth. 
It is needful, therefore, that the Law which you represent should die, 
that Israel may be liberated and thus be prepared to be united (mar-
ried) to Messiah by a new covenant.--Verses 17,18; Rom. 7:1-4.  

We are not informed that this parable had special application in 
the end of this Gospel age, but since we know from other Scriptures 
that natural Israel and its harvest time were a pattern or illustration 
of spiritual Israel and this age and the present harvest time, therefore 
we are justified in looking for some parallel as between the condi-
tion of the unjust steward in our Lord's day and a similar class in this 
present time. And looking about us to-day for a class corresponding 
to those who sat in Moses' seat, we find a class to-day sitting in 
Christ's seat, as respects the Gospel Church. This class is composed 
of elders, Sunday School teachers and superintendents, ministers, 
bishops, archbishops, etc. These as a whole are representing a great 
stewardship of divine favor as respects the Lord's people today. 
They perceive that a change of dispensation is upon us, that their 
creeds and traditions from the past are being called in question, and 
that they are being required to render up an account. They perceive 
that the account will not be a very flattering one, and that if the 
whole truth were known to the people as it is known to God, they 
would be found derelict, unfaithful to their stewardship in many 
respects. They fear the crisis; they put off the day of reckoning as far 
as possible; they hush the murmurs of the people and the questions 
respecting creeds, and as the Lord said of the steward of his day, so 
it will be true of these: "That which is highly esteemed amongst men 
is an abomination in the sight of God."--Verse 15.  

These representatives of the nominal church, who hold a posi-
tion of stewardship as respects the masses of the Lord's people, are 
disposed, as were the Pharisees, their prototypes, to put a bold face 
upon matters, to brave it out rather than to confess the truth. As for 
instance, in the matter of creeds that are being called in question: 
Many, even of those who were at first disposed to demand the revi-
sion of the Westminster Confession of Faith, have concluded that 
this would be showing the white feather, and admitting that they had 
been in error in the past, and imperfect in their interpretation of the 
divine Word, and hence calculated to discredit them with the people; 
and now the tide is rapidly turning and the same ones who were 
demanding a revision are now voting to the contrary, that the creed 

is good, thoroughly satisfactory to them, that they would not change 
it for anything. They are so anxious to be highly esteemed of men 
that they seem to forget altogether the one from whom they received 
their stewardship, and who is about to take it from them.  

What would be the proper course for this steward class of the 
Gospel age? We answer, that the proper course would be to do what 
our Lord recommended to the Jewish stewards; viz., they should 
candidly confess to the people the errors of the creeds and their own 
imperfection in attempted exposition of the divine Word, and their 
own failures in the past in respect to a proper use of the oracles of 
God and a proper application of the exceeding great and precious 
promises. And while acknowledging their own errors and shortcom-
ings, they should modify the demands made of the people and bring 
them into conformity with their ability. For instance, they should say 
to the people, How much did we say that you owed to God, and 
what penalty did we say would be imposed upon you? If we said 
you were to receive a penalty of eternal torment, count that now as 
being an error, and write down instead, "A just recompense of re-
ward." If we taught you that your obligations to God are according 
to the Jewish law, and as represented in the Ten Commandments, 
and that unless these were kept perfectly in letter and in spirit you 
would have no hope of eternal life, alter and amend that feature of 
your faith, and write instead that, under the {2}New Covenant, God 
will accept the most imperfect works of those who have consecrated 
themselves to him, providing those imperfect works are the best that 
they are able to offer; and providing they are offered in the name 
and merit of him who loved us and who bought us with his own 
precious blood.  

If the present stewards would follow such a course they would 
undoubtedly be respected through the future, but following their 
present course, the time is surely coming when they will be despised 
as hypocrites and blind guides, who mislead their confiding flocks 
into the ditch of skepticism and the great time of trouble.  

This parable may be considered as ending with the eighth 
verse, the instructions which follow being separate and distinct, and 
along a somewhat different line, and addressed specially to those 
who accepted the Lord's teaching, his disciples.  

"YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON" 
This after-lesson is on the subject of the impossibility of having 

two masters, God and Mammon. Mammon represents earthly riches, 
not only financial wealth, but honor amongst men, etc.--the thing 
which was particularly hindering the Pharisees from taking the 
proper course and acknowledging their error and seeking for and 
obtaining mercy. Mammon still is a great hindrance to all who de-
sire to be the Lord's disciples. Whoever worships Mammon--and it 
may be self or wealth or fame or position and honor amongst men, 
one or all of these--whoever worships Mammon cannot at the same 
time be a true worshiper of God, a true follower of Christ; because 
God and Mammon are rivals before our hearts. If we attempt to 
divide our love and attention, and to give part of it to God and to his 
service, and part of it to Mammon, the results will be unsatisfactory 
to God, unsatisfactory to Mammon and unsatisfactory to ourselves.  

We must, therefore, decide either to live for self and earthly 
things or to renounce and sacrifice these in the interest of God and 
of heavenly things. The worshipers of Mammon may have certain 
advantages as respects the present life, in the way of earthly prosper-
ity, but Mammon cannot give eternal life. It is the gift of God, and 
those who would have God's gift must be God's friends, God's chil-
dren; and he demands of such that they shall manifest their love and 
devotion to him by renouncing Mammon, by joyfully sacrificing 
earthly name and fame and favor and interest, thus showing their 
higher appreciation of his love and favor, the riches of his grace, and 
the exceeding great and precious things which he has promised to 
give them in the life to come.  

These are to "make to themselves friends;" in other words, to 
lay up treasures in heaven, by the sacrifice of the Mammon of un-
righteousness;--that is to say, the sacrifice of the various interests of 
this present time of unrighteousness, "this present evil world."  

Some may have very little of Mammon at their disposal to sac-
rifice; but the Lord encourages us all by saying that he that is faith-

 
{2} Important: See previous section for clarification on New Covenant 



ful in that which is least, thereby gives evidence of how faithful he 
would be if he had much; and the Lord accepts the little sacrifices 
which we are able to make as tho they were greater ones. "She hath 
done what she could" is the best of testimony as respects the use of 
present opportunities in the Lord's service, whether it refer to a mite 
or a million, a little influence or a great one. It is not the amount that 
God is seeking, but the character, the disposition of heart; and who-
ever has the right disposition of heart and is careful in the small 
affairs of life, to serve the Lord with all that he possesses and to the 
extent of his ability, such an one will have committed to him the true 
riches--the heavenly riches. Not merely may he expect to enter into 
the glories of the heavenly Kingdom, but even in the present life he 
will begin to get a first-fruits of those riches in his own heart, in his 
own experiences; for it is unquestionably a fact that the heirs of 
glory, those who are in the right relationship with God and running 
faithfully in the race, not only will get the prize at the end of the 
race, but already get blessing which the world can neither give nor 
take away;--the joys of the Lord, the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding ruling in their hearts; so that they can sing for joy, 
even in the house of their pilgrimage--even in the present unsatisfac-
tory tabernacle condition, in which we groan also, being burdened 
with its weaknesses.  

But if we are not faithful in the little things which confessedly 
are not our own, and merely given to us as a stewardship--the things, 
the opportunities, the talents, which are merely put within our grasp 
as stewards of the Lord,--if we are not faithful in using these with an 
eye single to the Lord's glory, how can we expect that he will ever 
give us true riches of grace, to be our own forever, either in the fu-
ture or in the present life.  

The sum of this lesson to the disciples, then, is that {1}as no 
man is able to serve two masters and satisfy both, and do justice to 
both, their interests conflicting, no more can we serve God and 
righteousness, and at the same time be pleasing and acceptable to 
the Adversary and those who are in harmony with him who now 
rules in this present dispensation, the "prince of this world." All of 
the Lord's consecrated people, those who would lay up treasures in 
heaven and be rich toward God, must be willing to become of no 
reputation amongst those who are not consecrated, and who, what-
ever their professions, are really serving Mammon, selfishness, the 
present life, and not sacrificing these interests to the attainment of 
the heavenly Kingdom.  

 
{1} Nov 4 Manna, Phil 2:7 

------------------------------ 
R874 “TREASURES EARTHLY AND 
HEAVENLY… "Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth,...but lay up for your-
selves treasures in heaven" (Matt. 6:19-20).  

The call to which the consecrated have 
answered is a "heavenly calling;" the prize 
for which the Christian Church runs is a 
heavenly prize. Because our hearts will be 
(and our time and talents too) where our 
treasure is, therefore, we should be on our 
guard lest earthly treasures draw our hearts 
from the heavenly prize. A treasure may be 
of any sort--money, children, wife, flowers, 
birds, horses, cattle, or self, or business --
anything. That which fills the largest place 
in our hearts is our treasure. As our hearts 
are "deceitful" we cannot always take what 
they say relative to this subject, and each 
should judge his own heart and decide what 
it treasures the most. To aid in such exami-
nation, we suggest that, that is its treasure 
upon which the mind and affections dwell 
most pleasurably, and though broken off or 
interrupted by business or sorrow, the heart 
returns as naturally to its treasure as the 
compass needle to the pole. The heart's 
treasure is that for which we would and do 
make the greatest sacrifices of time, 
strength, convenience, etc. It is of our 
heart's treasure that we always most desire 
to speak to those we love, and to the defense 
of which we quickly come when we see it 
assailed, and in whose defense we would 
most quickly spend all--even life itself.  

The honors and privileges of our call-
ing to be "the Bride, the Lamb's wife," and 
joint heirs with him of the heavenly king-
dom, should make that the supreme treasure 
of every heart in which it is appreciated. In 
comparison with that, every other treasure 

should seem, as it really is, insignificant. 
The heart should continually gravitate to-
ward this as its center or treasure; and 
though flowers and birds and children and 
wife and parents be treasured and highly 
esteemed and dearly loved, yet all of these 
combined should not be as precious to us as 
the heavenly prize upon which our hearts 
have centered.  

To have this heavenly treasure will not 
prevent love for others, in proportion as 
they are good and pure; but it would always 
hold them in abeyance, so that if a clash of 
interests should come, and it should become 
a question of holding the affection of any or 
all of these, at the sacrifice of the Lord's 
approval we should be ready to decide for 
the Lord at once, without delay or hesita-
tion; and we should see to it that our loyalty 
to the Lord is ever ready for this test; for he 
not only calls us to the honor of being his 
bride and joint heir, but he tells us he will 
test the faithfulness of our professions, and 
that he that loveth him not more than hous-
es, lands, and all else, and whose love will 
not stand the test of fiery trial, is not worthy 
of him (Matt. 10:37-38), and that they who 
are ashamed of him and his word now, he 
will not own by and by. And who can say 
this is an unreasonable test, when the honor 
of the position is considered.  

In proportion as we are faithful to our 
consecration in rendering our sacrifices, 
denying self and following the Master's 
steps, we come to realize the heavenly 
treasure more and more clearly, and our 
hearts are set more and more upon it. On the 
contrary the more we handle and spend time 
and attention upon earthly things, the more 
they get to fill our hearts and so would 

crowd out the heavenly. "Set your affections 
on things above." Where your treasure is 
your heart will be, and what you sacrifice 
most for, becomes your treasure. That which 
costs us most and which we give most for, 
we love most, and thus it is proved to be our 
treasure.  

Those who hope to gain the heavenly 
prize would do well to consider frequently 
and with care what difference these hopes 
have made upon their plans and aims in this 
life. There should be a marked difference 
not only in our feelings, but also in our ac-
tual plans and interests. It is very easy to 
lightly say and think, "O, yes, I love the 
truth and the Lord's cause better than any 
thing else"; but lest our hearts deceive us, 
we should not hesitate to put them to the 
test--to measure and weigh our devotedness 
to God by our daily sacrifices. Those who 
thus frequently sit in judgment upon their 
own case do not so often need to be correct-
ed of the Lord; "For if we would judge our-
selves, we should not be judged. But when 
we are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord."--1 Cor. 11:31,32.  

It may be a painful thing, sometimes, 
to apply the test thoroughly; but as we con-
sider the eternal and valued interests which 
are conditioned on our present faithfulness, 
we should not shrink from the task. The 
Lord will not be deceived, nor take for his 
joint-heir one whose heart is divided. "He 
that loveth father and mother more than me, 
is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than me, is not worthy of 
me. And he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me."--
Matt. 10:34-39.” 

------------------------------ 
It takes great strength to bring your life up square 

With your accepted thought, & hold it there... 
 

It takes great strength to live where you belong, 
When other people think that you are wrong; 

People you love, and who love you, and whose 
Approval is a pleasure you would choose... 

 
It takes great love to stir a human heart... 
A love that is not shallow, is not small; 
Is not for one or two, but for them all. 

Love that can wound love for its higher need; 
Love that can lose love, family and friend, 

Yet live steadfastly, loving to the end. 


