April 14
He hath poured out His soul unto
death; and He was numbered with the
transgressors. Isaiah 53:12
AS every one who follows the Master's
footsteps must needs have some Gethsema-
ne experiences, so also each must have a

taste at least of all the Master's experiences.
Let us not forget, then, to look about us for
opportunities for serving the "brethren,"” the
"little ones," the members of the body of
Christ. Let each be careful not to add to the
reproaches that must fall upon all the fol-
lowers of the Lamb, but on the contrary to
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offer words of sympathy, and to help bear
each other's crosses, difficulties and trials
by the way. Thus can we best show to our
Lord and Head how we would have appre-
ciated the opportunity of helping Him bear
His cross on the way to Calvary. Z.'99-
125R2473:3

"HE WAS NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS"

--JUNE 4.--JOHN 19:17-30.--

"The Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me."--Gal. 2:20.

CRUCIFIXION was the horrible method of execution in olden
times for the vilest of criminals --its severity being intended to in-
timidate and deter evil-doers, rather than as a gratification of cruel
sentiments. Farrar says of it:--

"Death by crucifixion seems to include all that pain and death
can have of the horrible and ghastly-- dizziness, cramp, thirst, star-
vation, sleeplessness, publicity of shame, long continuance of tor-
ment, horror of anticipation, mortification of untended wounds--all
intensified just up to the point at which they can be endured at all,
but all stopping just short of the point which would give to the suf-
ferer the relief of unconsciousness. Such was the death to which
Christ was doomed."

As already noted, the envious and murderous chief priests and
doctors of Judaism desired just such a public denunciation of the
great Teacher who so fearlessly had exposed their hypocrisies and
inconsistencies, and who was fast making an impression upon the
common people. For them to have stoned him to death as a blas-
phemer they probably feared would leave him a martyr in the eyes
of many, while to have him publicly executed as a criminal, sen-
tenced by the Sanhedrin and executed by the highest civil power in
the world, would, they hoped, brand Jesus, his teachings and his
followers, forever with infamy. We may imagine, therefore, how
their evil hearts exulted, when finally they had coerced Pilate into
signing the warrant for the execution of Jesus.

According to Mark's account (15:25) the death-warrant was
signed by Pilate about nine o'clock in the morning--the trial of Jesus,
and Pilate's various attempts to secure his release from his enemies,
having occupied three hours. At once they started, the two robbers
bearing their crosses, and Jesus bearing his cross, taking the place of
Barrabas, who was to have been executed, but who was released. It
was the custom in olden times to compel the convicts to bear the
instruments of their own torture. Nor were the crosses so large and
heavy as they are generally illustrated in modern paintings. On the
contrary, the evidence is that the feet of the crucified were usually
only twelve to eighteen inches from the ground. Altho small, these
crosses constituted a good burden for a reasonably strong man; but
our Lord, after passing through his Gethsemane experiences and the
night of buffeting and scourging, and his further scourging by Pi-
late's orders, was sick, exhausted, weak, sore. Apparently even the
hardened soldiers took pity upon him, and meeting Simon the
Cyrenian on the way, they compelled him to relieve Jesus.

We know nothing respecting Simon, except that Mark relates
that he was the father of Alexander and Rufus, which gives the sug-
gestion that these, his two sons, may subsequently have become the
followers of Jesus and well known amongst the disciples. In any
event Simon himself enjoyed a great privilege which thousands
since have almost envied. How the apostles, Peter, James and John
and others, must have regretted the fearfulness of heart which kept
them all at a distance, and hindered them from proffering their aid to
the Master in his trying hour! John, we know, was not far off; prob-
ably the others were near also; but what an opportunity they missed!

And very similar opportunities are still with us all--
opportunities to serve the Christ--opportunities for serving the
members of the body of Christ. *As everyone who follows the
Master's footsteps must needs have some Gethsemane experiences,
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so also each must have a taste at least of all the Master's experienc-
es. Let us not forget, then, to look about us for opportunities for
serving the "brethren," the "little ones," the members of the body of
Christ. Let each be careful not to add to the reproaches that must fall
upon all the followers of the Lamb, but on the contrary to offer
words of sympathy, and to help bear each other's crosses, difficulties
and trials by the way. Thus can we best show to our Lord and Head
how we would have appreciated the opportunity of helping him bear
his cross on the way to Calvary.

The place of crucifixion was called Golgotha, the Hebrew word
signifying a skull, the Latin name for a skull being Calvary. This
name was given to the locality probably because the general contour
of the hill, which was just outside of Jerusalem, closely resembles a
skull when viewed at a distance. It was on the way to this place,
Golgotha, Calvary, that some of the charitable women of Jerusalem,
according to their general custom, offered the condemned ones sour
wine mixed with bitter myrrh--a draught which had a tendency to
stupefy the nerves, thus rendering the execution the less agonizing.
The two robbers quite probably drank of the potion, but Mark
(15:23) declares that our Lord refused it--having learned that his
experiences were the Father's will, he would do nothing whatever to
hinder himself from receiving them to the full.

Probably Mary, the mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James the Less and of Joses, the mother of James and
John, and Salome, the wife of Cleophas (Matt. 27:56; Mark 15:40)
and others of the friends of Jesus, by this time gained courage and
mingled with the women who offered the wine and myrrh, so that
Luke says, "There followed him a great company of people, and of
women, which also bewailed and lamented him. But Jesus turning
unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep
for yourselves and for your children." --Luke 23:27, 28.

Thus, and with other words recorded, our Lord foreshadowed
the great time of trouble coming upon the Jewish nation. By the
expression, "If they do these things in a green tree, what shall be
done in the dry?" he implies that, altho the nation of Israel had been
given up only five days previously, when he exclaimed, "Your
house is left unto you desolate," if their rulers could sanction such
injustice and lawlessness while their greenness, freshness and reli-
gious vitality remained, what might be expected in the future, after
the religious vitality had dried out and the nation as a whole had
become ready for the great "burning™ of their day of trouble, which
was designed to, and had been prophesied should, utterly consume
their polity. And how literally our Lord's prophecy was fulfilled:
Josephus, without a thought of corroborating this testimony, tells us
with explicitness of detail of the terrible sufferings which came upon
the women and children during the great time of trouble which end-
ed with the destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70.

When we reflect upon the prophecy, "He was numbered with
the transgressors" (Isa. 53:12), and then consider the terrible persis-
tency with which the leading Jews pursued the dear Redeemer to
secure his execution, it furnishes us fresh evidence of divine fore-
knowledge which, without interfering with the free moral agency of
any man, is nevertheless working all things according to the counsel
of God's will. We see afresh how God causes the wrath of man to
praise him, and to testify to his wisdom and foreknowledge.

It was customary to have four soldiers attend each prisoner to
execution; foremost went one who bore a white board on which was
written the crime for which the prisoner was to be executed, and



which was fastened above his head on the cross; then followed three
soldiers with the hammer and nails, etc., and these all were under the
command of a captain or centurion. The board placed above Jesus,
on the cross, declared him to be the King of the Jews, and was writ-
ten in three languages--in Hebrew, the language of the country, in
Greek, because it was the language of the visitors and of the educat-
ed from all quarters, and in Latin, because it was the language of the
empire and of the soldiers. There is a slight difference in the state-
ments of the different Evangelists respecting the words used on this
tablet, which may be accounted for by supposing that the words
differed slightly in the different languages, and that the Evangelists
quoted from the different originals.

Little did Pilate comprehend the great truth which he set before
the world in the words, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."
Few yet realize the truth of this statement that Jesus is a King; com-
paratively few have yet rendered him allegiance, bowing the knee of
their hearts in sincerity and truth: and yet so surely as the Lord has
spoken it, the time is coming when every knee shall bow and every
tongue shall confess him Lord, Master, King, to the glory of God the
Father. And to this end it shall come to pass that after full
knowledge of the matter has been given to all, he that will not obey
this Prophet shall be cut off from among the people in the Second
Death. (Acts 3:23.) He was indeed rejected of the Jews, but never-
theless the full elect number for the twelve tribes of Israelites indeed
shall yet be found, who, as the Seed of Abraham, shall accept Mes-
siah as King and, faithfully serving him in the present life, and lay-
ing down their lives in his service and for the brethren, shall be ac-
cepted of him as joint-heirs in his Kingdom. Since there were not
enough of the natural Israelites to complete these twelve tribes of
Israelites indeed, God is completing the number by adoptions from
amongst the Gentiles during the past eighteen centuries. Ultimately
the entire number shall be completed.--Rev. 7:4-8.

The Jewish Doctors of Divinity were willing enough to have
Jesus condemned as the King of the Jews, but were quite unwilling
to have this sentence publicly recorded, and thus to imply that they
had so feared his claim and influence as to seek his death. Pilate's
refusal to amend the charge was a just one; if there was no merit in
the claim, why should they have feared him, and why should he
have been crucified? If there was enough merit in the claim to lead
to his crucifixion, the matter should be plainly stated.

The division of the spoil was customary at every crucifixion,
and gave evidence of the indifference and hard-heartedness of the
soldiers in the presence of suffering. The raiment divided consisted
of headdress, outer robe, girdle and sandals; the garment here called
a "coat" and "vesture" was an undergarment which reached from the
neck to the feet. It was evidently of fine quality and texture, as indi-
cated by the fact that it was woven throughout, seamless. The cast-
ing of lots for this robe marked the fulfilment of a prophecy to
which John calls attention. (Psa. 22:18.) The seamless robe appears
to symbolize the righteousness of Christ, which can be appropriated
only as a whole; it is of one piece, and may not be marred. Whoever
may get it, gets a most valuable robe, and whoever may fail to get it,
fails to obtain the righteousness which is of God in Christ. But not
by lot or accident or chance does this robe come to the Lord's peo-
ple. As the scriptures clearly point out, it is obtained only through
the exercise of faith, and held only by the obedience of faith. We
might perhaps consider it a symbol of the wedding-garment which
falls to the lot of one class only, a little flock, who through faith and
perseverance shall inherit the Kingdom as members of the body of
Christ, covered by his seamless and spotless robe of righteousness.

The Apostle John had grown bolder as the day advanced, and
while our Lord was crucified he drew near and was within speaking
distance--quite possibly encouraged by seeing "the wife of
Cleophas,” who is supposed to have been a relative. It was a sorrow-
ful gathering for these whose hearts went out with sympathy for the
Master whom they loved but were powerless to comfort or relieve.
They were weeping and sorrowing while others jeered and taunted,
saying, "If thou be Messiah, come down from the cross"--thinking
doubtless that our Lord's crucifixion by his enemies was the best
possible proof that his claim to Messiahship was a fraudulent one,--
proving that he was an impostor.

With the members of the body of Christ it has been true at

times also that the Father has permitted experiences to come to them
in such manner as might imply that they did not have his favor, and
were really impostors. But as the true disciples had a heart-union
with the Lord, which outward circumstances and misfortunes could
not break, a love which adversity could not chill, so with all his
"brethren," those who are in heart-harmony, in oneness of spirit, will
be found faithful under the most trying circumstances and adversi-
ties, because they have one spirit, a spirit of love for the brethren, by
which they are enabled to identify one another as members of the
one body.

How it gives us an insight into our Lord's sympathetic nature,
to find him thinking in the interest of others at the very time when
he himself is overwhelmed in trouble! His own agony did not hinder
him from thinking of his mother, and making provision for her com-
fort, commending her to the care of the loving disciple John. We
thus see exemplified in the Master the teaching of the Scriptures that
each should seek to make provision for his own dependent ones and,
as the Apostle says, "If any provide not for his own, and especially
for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith and is worse
than an unbeliever.” (1 Tim. 5:8.) {#"The faith" includes thoughts of
love, sympathy, interest and care for others, especially for them of
the household of faith. We note the choice of John: it was doubtless
because, first of all, of his loving tender disposition; secondly, his
zeal for the Lord and the truth, and thirdly, his courage in pressing
near to be with his dying Master in his closing hours, at the risk of
his own life. Let us note these characteristics, as being those which
the Lord approves, that noting them we may cultivate them in our-
selves, and be granted special opportunities for service by this same
Master.

It was about the close of our Lord's agony that he said, "I
thirst," and this gave opportunity for the fulfilment of the prophecy
which declared, "They gave me vinegar to drink." (Psa. 69:21.) This
was not the ordinary vinegar, but more properly sour wine, the
common, cheap drink of the soldiers. The sponge filled with the sour
wine, and reached up to our Lord's mouth on a hyssop branch,
served to moisten his lips and tongue, and was evidently intended as
an act of kindness, mercy.

The different accounts give altogether what are known as "The
seven words on the cross."

The first word from the cross: “Father, forgive them; they know
not what they do." (Luke 23:34.) While these words undoubtedly
represent truly our Lord's sentiments as respected his enemies, nev-
ertheless it is proper here to remark that the oldest Greek MSS. do
not contain these words.

The second word from the cross: Our Lord's message to the
robber, “Verily | say to thee to-day,--Thou shalt be with me in Para-
dise."--Luke 23:43.

The third word from the cross: "Woman, behold thy son!... Be-
hold thy mother!"

The fourth word from the cross: "My God! my God! Why hast
thou forsaken me?" (Mark 15:34.) Of this expression a noted theolo-
gian has said, "In the entire Bible there is no other sentence so diffi-
cult to explain." Yet the meaning of this, and the reason for it, are
very easily seen when once we have the correct view of the ransom.
From this standpoint we see that the Logos became a man, "was
made flesh," in order that he by the grace of God might taste death
for every man. (Heb. 2:9.) We see also that the death penalty upon
father Adam was the one which Jesus must experience in order to
the satisfaction of Justice and the release of Adam and those who
came under condemnation in and through Adam. As the penalty
against Adam was death in the fullest and most complete sense, so
Christ died for our sins, suffering the Just for the unjust, that he
might release us from the death penalty and make possible a resur-
rection of the dead. As the penalty against Adam included his isola-
tion from the Father as a condemned rebel, so it was necessary that
our Lord Jesus, in taking Adam'’s place, should experience (if only
for a short time) the full meaning of a sinner's separation from God.

Very mercifully, the Father did not permit this feature of Ad-
am's penalty to rest upon our Redeemer throughout the entire period
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of his sacrificial ministry, but only at its very close. It was the fact of
his communion with the Father that permitted Jesus to pass through
all the trying experiences of that day and the preceding night with
such great courage, but now, when the Father's sustaining grace and
fellowship and communion of spirit with him were withdrawn, and
our Redeemer, with all his fine sensibilities, was utterly bereft of
solace from his dearest friend, it led his breaking heart to cry out
these words of anguish. Evidently it had been hidden from him up to
this time that he must suffer this phase of the punishment of Adam's
transgression.

The fifth word from the cross: "I thirst," we have already con-
sidered.

The sixth word from the cross: "It is finished," suggests to us
that our Lord's earthly mission had been accomplished. He came to
die, to redeem the death-condemned race of Adam, to purchase it
with his own precious blood, his life. He had consecrated himself to
this work in harmony with the Father's plan, and with his dying
breath, expiring, he could say that he had finished the work which
the Father had given him to do. How it rejoices us to know that our
dear Redeemer did complete the work, that he did not resent the
taunts of those who said, "If thou be Messiah, come down from the
cross;" "Save thyself!" We rejoice to think that since the great sacri-
fice has been finished (and especially in view of the fact that the
Heavenly Father subsequently declared that it was finished accepta-
bly), we may realize that there is now, therefore, no condemnation
to them that are in Christ Jesus.--Rom. 8:1.

But altho the sin-offering was finished eighteen hundred years
ago by the sacrifice of our Lord, the Lamb of God, there is another
part that is not yet finished; but in harmony with the divine plan our
Lord is waiting for the Church, which is his body, to "fill up that
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ." (Col. 1:24.) And look-
ing all about us, in the light of the Lord's Word, we may say that this
work is almost finished too. Very soon the last member of the body
of Christ will have suffered with the Head for righteousness' sake:
then the entire work of sacrifice apportioned for this Gospel age, or
Day of Atonement, will be ended, and the Millennial age of glory
and blessing, ruling and uplifting, will begin; ushering in for the
world of mankind the great blessing, the purchase-price of which
was finished at Calvary. Let each dear follower in the Master's foot-
steps keep patiently and perseveringly on in the way of self-denial

until his course shall be finished--until the Master shall say, It is
enough; "Well done, good and faithful servant. Thou has been faith-
ful over a few things; I will make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord." --Matt. 25:21.

The seventh word from the cross: "Father, into thy hands |
commend my spirit." (Luke 23:46.) These our Lord's last words
were a quotation from the Scriptures. (Psa. 31:5.) In other words, it
had already been declared of him that thus he would commend him-
self to the Father's grace and truth. Our Lord was finishing laying
down his human life a ransom for many sinners, but the Father had
promised him a new life on a higher plane, as a reward for his faith,
obedience and sacrifice. This new life, or life as a "new creature"
was reckoned as begun at the time of our Lord's baptism when he
received the holy Spirit; this new life was reckoned as continuing
and growing during the years of his ministry while he was daily
dying according to the flesh; the outward man was perishing, but the
inward new creature was being renewed day by day. Now the out-
ward man was about to cease entirely --fully surrendered, the sacri-
fice finished.

Our Lord's interest in and hope for a future life looked forward,
in harmony with the Father's promise, to the new or resurrection life;
the new mind or spirit reckoned as begun at the moment of his bap-
tism and consecration, having the divine promise of being perfected
in a resurrection, in a spirit-body suitable for and in harmony with
the new mind, the new will. But this change could not take place
instantly: the divine law had arranged that not until the third day
could he be quickened as the new creature of spiritual body. He
must take this by faith; no one had ever passed this way before: yet
with full confidence our dear Redeemer looked up to the Father, and
full of faith declared that he committed all of life and all of these
blessed hopes for the future to the Father's love and to the Father's
power,--to be provided in harmony with the Father's plan and Word.
And so must we, as followers in our Master's footsteps, look forward
with faith, and in our dying hour commit all our interests to the
keeping of him who has manifested his love for us, not only in the
gift of his Son as our Redeemer, but all our journey through,--in his
providential care, as well as in the exceeding great and precious
promises which go before us and surround us and give us strength,
comfort and assurance.

R3370 “If disposed to envy Simon his privi-
lege of assisting the Master in the bearing of
the cross, let us reflect that many of the
Lord's brethren are daily bearing symbolic
crosses, and that it is our privilege to assist
them, and that the Lord agrees to reckon any
service done to his faithful followers as
though it were rendered to his own person.
Yet if no brother sees the privilege of giving
a helping hand let not the burdened ones
lose heart. The Lord knoweth the need and
will send the aid necessary, even though it
be impressed, and that because of the sym-
pathy of the worldly--as in Jesus' case, when
the soldiers provided the aid. As the wooden
cross was not our Lord's heaviest burden,
so, too, his followers have crosses which the
world sees not, but which the "brethren"
should understand. "Bear ye one another's
burdens and thus fulfil the law of Christ."

R5222 “Another thought that we have in
this connection is that Simon, under the
necessity of cross-bearing, would receive
the burden either willingly or unwillingly.
We have no record of what his experiences
were. There is a tradition which declares
that he afterwards became one of the Mas-
ter's disciples. So in the Lord's providence,
sometimes there is responsibility laid upon
us. And if the Lord lays a cross upon us,
will it be borne with gladness or with mur-
muring? If the former, we shall have a

blessing, even though we had not sought the
cross, even if it had been forced upon us.
When trials and difficulties come, and
crosses are forced upon us, happy are we if
we appreciate the opportunity of cross-
bearing, recognizing that this is closely
connected with the crowning. Simon repre-
sented in this case all of the Lord's faithful
ones who help to bear the cross, following
His example, walking in His steps. The
cross will not be too heavy for us. The Lord
will bear the heavy end of it; and our expe-
riences will be only such as will be for our
good and will work out for our blessing.

"I know not the way that's before me,
The joys or the griefs it may bring;
What clouds are o'erhanging the future,
What flowers by the wayside may spring.
But there's One who will journey beside me,
Nor in weal nor in woe will forsake;
And this is my solace and comfort,

'He knoweth the way that | take."

R3434:2:3-4 "In proportion as sympathy and
love come in, they will crowd out the spirit of
strife and contention and judging and fault-
finding; even as they crowded out at first the
spirit of the flesh, -- anger, malice, hatred,
strife, vain-glory.

As a rule (there probably are exceptions
to all rules) those who have the spirit of help-
fulness, of comfort, of consolation, and who

are able to pour this balm into the wounded
hearts of others most liberally, are those who
themselves have passed through severe trials,
difficulties, disciplines, and who have thus
been touched with a feeling of the infirmities
of our race, and, more than this, have been
touched with a feeling of sympathy for the
weaknesses and oppositions which assail the
"prethren™ in their endeavor to walk after the
Spirit--not after the flesh. Those who have
not “"bowels of compassion,” who have little
of sympathy, little of desire to lend a helping
hand to the weak or the stumbling or those
who are out of the way, have much yet to
learn respecting the real meaning of the word
love, in its higher senses--perfect love, love
for the brethren, yea, love that extends to all
mankind, even to enemies, as it has oppor-
tunity, but "especially to the household of
faith."

R3067 "TOUCHED WITH THE FEELING
OF OUR INFIRMITIES" "For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but one who
was in all points tempted like as we are yet
without sin."-- Heb. 4:15.

WHILE in this our judgment day we
find great comfort in this blessed assurance,
realizing as we do our own weaknesses and
shortcomings and manifold temptations, we
call to mind this statement now for another
purpose; viz., to remind the members of the



elect Church of God who are to constitute
the Royal Priesthood of the new dispensa-
tion, that they, like their Lord and Head,
must also be touched with the feeling of the
world's infirmities, else they would be total-
ly unfit for so exalted and responsible a
position.

In the Royal Priesthood of that age the
world is to have the same comfort in its
priesthood that we in our present infirmities
find in Christ. For this cause, chiefly, we
apprehend that the priesthood is chosen
from among men--that redeemed men who
were once in the same plight with all the
rest of humanity, being thus exalted to the
divine nature with all its power to bless,
might also, from their past experience and
observations while they were men amongst
men, be qualified to be very wise and merci-
ful priests, knowing well how to deal with
the poor sin-sick world; and that the world
might find comfort and consolation in the
realization of such sympathy.

Such being the mission of the Church in
the not far distant future, all who expect to
be of its approved membership in glory
should now be cultivating a broad and gen-
erous sympathy for all their fellows of the
"groaning creation"--a sympathy which
considers the weaknesses and temptations--
mental, moral and physical,--of fallen men,
and which is ready to forgive and to help the
repentant erring; a sympathy illustrated by
the verse--

"A bending staff | would not break,
A feeble faith | would not shake;
Nor even rudely pluck away
The error which some truth may stay,
Whose sudden loss might leave without
A shield against the shafts of doubt."”

It is not enough that we know the truth
and rejoice in hope of a future personal
exaltation: we must not forget the very ob-
ject of that exaltation--the blessing of all the
families of the earth--and the present duty of
conformity to the word and example of our
Lord, that thus by his Word and Providence
he may fit us for the duties and honors to
which he has called us. Only by so doing
can we make our calling and election sure.

If we turn our eyes to the pattern, we
see in our Lord Jesus one who was deeply
moved at the sight of human degradation,
moral and physical. So must it be with all
his followers. We must be in sympathy with
every impulse of the world which is toward
righteousness and reformation of character
and life; we must rejoice at every movement
that is made in this direction; and our sym-
pathies should go out toward all who are
laboring for the common uplifting as well as
for all the oppressed everywhere... We re-
joice with them over every victory they gain
for righteousness and truth, however small,
although we are not with them on the same
plane of endeavor; for God has given us the
higher commission...

Dearly beloved of the consecrated
household, let us not forget to keep in touch
with the groaning creation; to sympathize
with its sorrows and its woes; to realize its
deep degradation and misery; to remember

its frailties, its awful burden of hereditary
taints and consequent weaknesses; its pre-
sent environments of ignorance and super-
stition; and its long established errors of
public sentiment; remembering that we too
are still in the sinful flesh, and that the mo-
tions of sin are still often painfully manifest
in us, in some directions, at least, if not in
many. And as the cries of the groaning crea-
tion come up into the ears of the Lord of
hosts (Jas. 5:4) with strong and pathetic
pleading to his loving heart, so let them
come into our ears and gain our sympathies,
and quicken our zeal to co-operate with our
Heavenly Father's plan for the establishment
of his Kingdom of righteousness and peace.

But let us bear in mind that a real pity
for the world, a full sympathy with every
good work of reform, and an active co-
operation with God in the necessary prepa-
ration for our great future work, imply also
that we have no fellowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness and that our lives be a
standing rebuke to them. "How," says the
Apostle, "shall we that are dead to sin live
any longer therein?... Our old man [our
justified human nature] is crucified with
Christ that the body [organization] of Sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve Sin"-- nor in any sense
recognize Sin as our master.--Rom. 6:2-6.

It should be our constant effort, there-
fore, to seek to discern the course of right-
eousness on every question of moral obliga-
tion, and to see to it that our conduct, our
sympathies and our influence, however
small, are on the side of righteousness. In
this day of searching judgment it should be
observed that every principle of moral obli-
gation is being brought forward for search-
ing examination. One cannot thoughtfully
read the daily press without observing this
tendency of the times in which we live. No
matter how long and firmly established have
been the old ideas, nothing can escape this
scrutiny. And the principles of righteous-
ness are being boldly set forth --here on one
subject, and there on another; and that in
defiance of the thundering anathemas from
all the old fortresses of sin, iniquity and
superstition.

But right and truth must and shall pre-
vail when our Kingdom has been estab-
lished (Matt. 6:10; Luke 12:32; 22:29),
however feeble now may be the voices lift-
ed in their defense. Let our sentiments and
our course of action always be noble and
pure, and on the right side of every subject
that comes forward for ventilation and in-
vestigation; for we should be "a peculiar
people, zealous of good works."--Titus
2:14"

R4168 "LEST ANY ROOT OF BITTER-
NESS SPRING UP... How is it now? The
night of trouble nearing, the hour of trial that
shall try all that dwell upon the face of the
whole earth coming close, and with the many
warnings of the Master through the Word
that we should watch and pray lest we enter
into temptation!--how is it with us? Alas!
many of those who, like Peter, James and
John, have been specially favored of the
Lord, especially near to him, fail to realize

the importance of the time in which we are
living, fail to realize that the foretold tempta-
tions are about to come upon them and that,
like Peter, they will be in great danger of
being swept away, sifted out from amongst
the Lord's faithful.

We can imagine our Lord's condition to
some extent. His great hour of trial was upon
him; he realized it to the full; it meant not
only that his own faithfulness, past and pre-
sent and on the day following, would decide
respecting his loyalty to the Father and his
right to obtain the high reward of glory, hon-
or and immortality, but it meant additionally
that the interests of the whole world of man-
kind were in the balance! Victory would
mean eventually the deliverance of all the
prisoners in bondage to sin and death; failure
would mean the loss of everything! Can we
wonder that his soul was exceeding sorrow-
ful, and that in his intensity of feeling bloody
perspiration oozed from his pores? Ah, dear
Master! Well was it written of him, "Of the
people there was none with me." Even his
most intimate and most beloved disciples
failed to appreciate the conditions and to
render him the sympathetic aid which he
craved. What would those disciples afterward
not have given to have had back the oppor-
tunity of ministering to their Lord in his hour
of trial! What a privilege they let slip! There
is a lesson here for us also, for although the
Master is not in the flesh and will suffer no
more, some of his members are still in the
flesh, some who must suffer with him if they
would reign with him. Our sufferings are not
all just like those of the Master, nor are they
just the same with each of us; each has his
own experiences to prove, to test, to fit, to
polish him that he may be made meet for the
Master's use. Have we, each for the other,
that sympathy, that yearning love which
would lead us to help one another and to bear
one another's burdens and thus to fulfil the
Law of Christ, the Law of Love? or have we
the Judas spirit to injure? or have we the
spirit of slothful indifference and lack of
appreciation which would lead us to slumber
while the interests of others of the Body are
at stake, while the brethren are suffering and
are in trial? Our practical answer to these
questions the Lord is looking for, and his
love and his favor will be upon those who
manifest most of his Spirit. To us much has
been given, in that the hour of testing along
these lines comes to us after we have re-
ceived the anointing of the holy Spirit. Of us
correspondingly more will be expected --"We
ought also to lay down our lives for the breth-
ren."

(1 John 3:18 KJV) "Let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth."

R5358
ONE HERE, ONE THERE

"The world would be a desolate place,
But for one here and there,

Whose heart with self hath not been filled,
Whose love for God hath not been killed,
Whose thankful praise hath not been stilled--
There's one such here and there.



