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Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good
treasure of the heart bringeth forth good
things; and an evil man out of the evil
treasure bringeth forth evil things. Matthew
12:34,35

OUR first concern, then, should be for

Pilgrim Echoes 215 “We recognize in our
life a great many things are very essential.
But, dear friends, in your case and in my
case, the most essential thing of all is
keeping our hearts... If we would strive
with all the power of our being to keep the
other things, and would neglect to keep our
hearts, it would profit us nothing. It would
be like a man who contemplated buying a
house. He...found its location just right, and
he found the number of rooms thoroughly
satisfied him...etc.,, but [afterward]...he
found the house was not for sale. What good
would all the other conditions be to him? ...
Yet, dear friends, if the house had been for
sale, then all the other things would have
contributed...”

Pilgrim Echoes 218 “Heb. 4:12, "For the
word of God is quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart." We find, then, it is the Word of God
that will enable us to discern the intentions,
the motives, the thoughts, the desires, of our
hearts, and it is only in proportion as we go
to God's Word that we can find out about
these things.”

R5148 “WHAT CONSTITUTES PURITY
OF HEART "Blessed are the pure in heart;
for they shall see God."--Matt. 5:8.

THE WORD pure is a comprehensive
term, meaning without adulteration, sincere,
unsullied. Purity of heart is purity of motive,
of intention, of effort, of will--purity in the
sense of transparency, of truthfulness. In
other words, Blessed are the honest-hearted
--those who have absolutely right
intentions... While there are many worldly
people who to some extent might claim
honesty of heart, yet only those who have
given themselves to God in full
consecration can belong to the class which
shall see Him.

When one has made a full consecration
of himself and has been begotten by the
Holy Spirit, he is said to have a new heart, a

new will, new ambitions, new desires.
Where the conversion from sin to
righteousness is thorough, it may be

truthfully said, "Old things have passed
away; behold, all things are become new."
(2 Cor. 5:17.) To accomplish so radical a
change requires the operation of a powerful
influence--that of the Holy Spirit.

Purity of thought, however, does not
mean absolute perfection of thought, word
and deed. To this condition no member of
the fallen race can attain until the beneficent
influences of the Kingdom shall have
restored the race to its original perfection.
But to will right, to will perfectly, to be pure
in heart, is quite possible; indeed, it is very
necessary to all who desire Divine approval.
The standard set before us, to which our
hearts, our wills, must give assent, is the

the heart--that its affections and dispositions
may be fully under the control of divine
grace; that every principle of truth and
righteousness may be enthroned there; that
justice, mercy, benevolence, brotherly
kindness, love, faith, meekness, temperance,
supreme reverence for God and Christ, and
a fervent love for all the beauties of

Divine Standard, "Be ye perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven is perfect."--
Matt. 5:48.

As long as we are in the flesh, we are
obliged to think, to speak and to act through
the imperfect medium of the fallen body,
whose affections are continually in
opposition to the new will and must be
resisted. Therefore to perform all that the
new will would prompt is sometimes
beyond the ability of the Lord's most earnest
followers: and all have need that the merit
of Christ cover their blemishes, so that the
new will, the new heart, may be judged of
the Lord and tested...

When one finds imperfection in
himself, when he discovers that he is not up
to the glorious standard of righteousness set
forth in the Scriptures, when he realizes that
he comes short of the glory of God, then it
becomes his privilege to seek to amend his
conduct. The very act of deciding to do right
is the beginning of the process by which one
gets a new mind, a new will...

Veneration,  conscientiousness  and
firmness form a very powerful combination.
If these qualities rule the life, the growth of
the new mind will be rapid.”

R5246 “THE TRANSFORMING
INFLUENCE OF THOUGHT "As he
thinketh in his heart, so is he." (Proverbs
23:7.) "Keep thy heart with all diligence;
for out of it are the issues of life." --
Proverbs 4:23.

THE HEART is one of the most
important organs of our body. If it ceases to
work, death is sure to follow. The blood that
flows through the heart constitutes the life,
the energy of the body. If the blood current
is interrupted for a little while, a clot is
formed. This is so much of a preparation for
death. There must be a continual stream of
blood circulating through our bodies to keep
life there.

In view of this important function of
our natural hearts, the Bible very properly
uses the heart, the center of life, as a symbol
of the center of our affections, including the
will. Our will has to do with everything we
do. Whoever of the Lord's people wills to
seek more and more to purify himself
becomes more and more alive. If we are
pure in heart, we resolve to live righteously
and soberly in the present life. Whoever
appreciates the principle that right is right,
and wrong is wrong will desire to live right
--whether Jew or Gentile or the Church of
God.

The Church, having accepted God's
terms, have made a consecration of their
lives to Him. They have engaged to fight a
good fight against the world, the flesh and
the Devil. They are under special
obligations as New Creatures. Their hopes
and ambitions are separate from those of the
world. They are therefore doubly
responsible in respect to their hearts, which
represent their inmost sentiments.

holiness, may be firmly fixed as the
governing principles of life. If these
principles be fixed, established, in the heart,
then out of the good treasure of the heart the
mouth will speak forth words of truth,

soberness, wisdom and grace. Z.'96-
30R1937:2
According to a man's innermost

sentiment, so is he. As a man thinketh in his
heart, so is his real character. What is your
real will? What are your real sentiments?
Not, What words do you use? not, What are
your actions? but, What is the motive
underlying all these?

The New Creature is to be God-like,
spiritual, eventually of the spirit nature in
glory--perfect. But before it attains that
perfection, the heart of the New Creature is
required to prove its loyalty. Some will be
overcomes in a higher sense than others, but
none will be overcomers except those who
are true, loyal, pure. If, therefore, we have
made a consecration to God, it would be our
endeavor that our hearts, our desires, our
motives be perfect. The only proper attitude
is to confess our imperfections, if we are
wrong. God expects us to be loyal of heart.
And that loyalty of heart should reach out
and control the whole life.

If our thoughts are not according to our
ideals, we should endeavor to make them
so. We should put away anger, malice,
hatred, strife, and all such works of the flesh
and the Devil. With some people, in some
conditions, these thoughts go very deep. It is
not the transitory thoughts of the mind--the
passing thoughts--that are meant in our text.
Even people of very bad character may at
times have deep emotions. The eyes of
some persons will be suffused with tears
over some trivial matter. This makes them
appear to be very tender-hearted, and yet
their lives may show that they would as
easily be moved to some vicious deed as to
sympathy.

We see this fact illustrated in the
conduct of mobs. The people who hailed
Jesus as King were five days later crying,
"Crucify Him!" Those who shortly before
had seemed to be so appreciative of Him
appeared to lose that appreciation.

IMPORTANCE OF RIGHT THINKING

In reality a man is not always what on
the surface he seems to be. His real
character is deep down below--the purpose
of his life. These are not the mere transitory
thoughts, but the deep fissures of thought, if
we may so designate those which involve
the whole life. The Scriptures bring to our
attention the fact that we are to be
transformed by the renewing of our minds--
by having them made over.--Rom. 12:2.

The Apostle, speaking of some very
vicious traits of character, says, "And such
were some of you, but ye are washed, but ye
are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God." (1 Cor. 6:11.) This cleansing, this
sanctifying, comes not merely through the
reading of the Truth, or the mental
application of the Truth, but through the
heart--thinking on the Truth. This heart-
thinking, these deep resolutions, are ours as
Christians, and are to be guided by certain
principles. These have to do with the real
man whom God is considering--not the old



creature, more or less blemished, according
to the degree of depravity. God looks at the
New Creature.

These deep heart convictions and
purposes constitute a transformation of
character. This is the man's real condition,
and so is he. If he have some transitory
emotion of anger or of malice, it would not
be his real thought, his real intention.
Therefore it would not be he, but his old
nature, temporarily asserting itself. As a
New Creature, he is to watch his words, his
thoughts, his actions. If a transitory, wrong
thought should pass through his mind, it
would not be the thought of his heart. And
he as a New Creature, should stop it, put it
away, so that it may not take root in his
heart, and choke out better sentiments.

This right thinking of the heart has
very much to do with the whole life. The
Apostle says that we are transformed by the
renewing of our minds, to know what is the
perfect will of God. This is the Christian's
standpoint. How glad we are that our
Heavenly Father is judging us from this
standpoint! How glad we are that He is able
to read the heart, that He knows our hearts,
that He knows our inmost thoughts!

At one time we might have thought
that we were doing God service when we
were not. We show our loyalty to God by
giving attention to His Word, that we may
know what is His will. The more we study
God's Word, the more we receive the spirit
of the Truth, and the more we appreciate it.
And in proportion as we understand God's
regulations and desire to be guided by them,
our hearts will become purified. Then the
more care shall we take of our hands, what
they shall do; and of our tongues, what they
shall say. Thus we shall keep our hearts--
submit our wills to the will of God.

The will is a part of our heart, just as
the rudder is a part of the ship. The new will
is the rudder to steer us this way or that
way. The more we understand the Word of
the Lord, the better we understand how to
guide our lives. Therefore we are to keep

our hearts and purify them by the knowledge
of God's Truth, the study of God's Truth. To
do this, the will must ever be on the alert,
watching with prayer and thanksgiving.
THE CHURCH ON TRIAL FOR LIFE

Some one may ask, why should we do
all this? In a general way we might answer,
that we may do right-- because right is right.
But that reason is not sufficient for us.
While all appreciate the superiority of right
over wrong, yet in our fallen condition we
need to have some inducements to action.
So the Lord puts certain inducements before
us. He says, "If your heart is right, | desire
to give you everlasting life. If your heart is
wrong, then you will not be of the kind to
whom | will grant this boon. You will die
the Second Death."

Six thousand years ago there was a
trial. Our first father, Adam, was tried, and
failed. Consequently we have no right to
life. But God has arranged through our Lord
Jesus that every member of Adam's race
may have another trial. The Father is willing
to give life everlasting to all who love
righteousness.

So we thankfully accept this provision,
and say, "Heavenly Father, wilt Thou
indeed give us another opportunity for
gaining everlasting life? We would love to
have that life! We are very thankful for the
opportunity! We love righteousness! If we
are loyal to the principles of righteousness,
shall we get everlasting life? It is our desire
that Thy will be done in us--even that we
love righteousness and hate iniquity." "Very
well, then," the Heavenly Father says, "I
will put you into the School of Christ, where
you will learn righteousness."

Day by day we are learning in the
School of Christ. Our different experiences
are a part of the general instructions for
those who love righteousness and who
desire to be taught of the Lord. The issue of
our trial will be life or death. The world is
not now on trial. There is no possibility for
the world to gain life as yet. During this
Gospel Age the Church are the only ones
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who are under this Covenant of Sacrifice--
who are on ftrial, therefore, for everlasting
life or everlasting death. In the next Age,
the world will have their opportunity for
learning obedience. Then the issue for them
will be life or death.

God says, "l have set before you life
and death, blessing or cursing." There is a
curse for every one who loves
unrighteousness; there is a blessing for
every one who loves righteousness. So
during the thousand years of Christ's Reign
the world will be on trial for everlasting life
or everlasting death. All who are obedient
will get everlasting life. But all who have
the spirit of Satan will be destroyed in the
Second Death.

Only those who are more than mere
overcomers will be of the Royal Priesthood.
There is no excuse for our getting into the
Great Company. Let us keep our hearts with
all diligence. Let us watch our hearts. If
they are in full harmony with God's will, we
shall have little trouble with our tongues.
"Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh."--Math. 12:34.

Our heart is the most wonderful organ
of our body. The tongue is the most subtle
of all our members. The Lord takes our
words as an index of our heart condition.
But since we are imperfect, it is not possible
for us to be faultless in word and deed. Yet
we are diligently and faithfully to seek to
attain the perfect mastery of our words. We
should be especially on guard in respect to
evil speaking. Every tendency toward
slander is to be checked. Whoever of us is
reviled is not to revile again. These
tendencies belong to the old nature. To be
pleasing to the Master, we are to keep our
hearts free from every form of evil. If this
be done, the heart is rightly instructed of the
Lord. Then we will know that we must
make good whatever is wrong. We are
bound, thoroughly bound, to make it good
to the best of our ability. Our heart must
keep itself right.”

BY THY WORDS ACQUITTED; BY THY WORDS CONDEMNED
"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things; and
an evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things. But | say unto you, that every idle [unprofitable or pernicious] word
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof on a day of judgment. For by thy words thou wilt be acquitted,
and by thy words thou wilt be condemned."--Matt. 12:34-37

REALIZING that we, the Church, are at the present time under
the inspection of our kingly Bridegroom, who is now present (Matt.
22:11) to gather out of his Kingdom [in its present embryo or
formative condition] all things that offend” (Matt. 13:41), and to
gather unto himself his jewels, his bride (Mal. 3:17), we cannot too
carefully consider the principles upon which this judgment and this
selection are made.

The above words of our Lord indicate that the heart and the
mouth are under very special scrutiny, the former representing the
individual character, and the latter being an index of the character. It
is in this same view of the matter that those words of wisdom were
penned,--"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips
put far from thee." (Prov. 4:23,24.) The indication is clear that a
right condition of heart is necessary to right words; for "out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” as experience testifies
to every man. It is therefore just that our words should be a criterion
of judgment in the Lord's estimation, as he tells us they are. True,
honied words are sometimes only the masks of deep hypocrisy; but
the mask is sure to drop off some time, as soon as selfish policy

renders a change of tactics necessary. The fact therefore remains that
the words, the entire course of conversation and conduct, are an
index of the heart.

{rour first concern, then, should be for the heart--that its
affections and dispositions may be fully under the control of divine
grace; that every principle of truth and righteousness may be
enthroned there; that justice, mercy, benevolence, brotherly
kindness, love, faith, meekness, temperance, supreme reverence for
God and Christ, and a fervent love for all the beauties of holiness,
may be firmly fixed as the governing principles of life. If these
principles be fixed, established, in the heart, then out of the good
treasure of the heart the mouth will speak forth words of truth,
soberness, wisdom and grace.

Concerning our Lord Jesus, whose heart was perfect --in whom
was no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth, it was said, "Grace
is poured into thy lips;" and again, "All bare him witness, and
wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth."
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(Psa. 45:2; Luke 4:22.) Moses, personating Christ, foretold the
blessed influences of the Lord's words, saying, "My doctrine shall
drop as the rain; my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass." (Deut.
32:2.) And Jesus said, "The words that | speak unto you, they are
spirit and they are life." (John 6:63.) So wise, just and true were the
Lord's words, that, though his enemies were continually seeking to
find some fault, it is said, "They could not take hold of his words
before the people; and they marveled at his answers and held their
peace." (Luke 20:26.) And others said, "Never man spake like this
man."--John 7:46.

Thus our Lord left a worthy example to his people, which the
Apostle urges all to follow, saying, "Let your speech be always with
grace [with manifest love and kindness], seasoned with salt [a
purifying and preservative influence]." (Col. 4:6.) And Peter adds,
"If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God,"--wisely,
and in accordance with the spirit and Word of the Lord. Again, it is
written, "Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking
guile [deceit]." "Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth
his soul from troubles.” "The words of a wise man's mouth are
gracious words: but the lips of a fool [an unwise, reckless talker]
will swallow up himself. The beginning of the words of his mouth is
foolishness, and the end of his talk is mischievous madness." "Be
not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter any
thing before God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth:
therefore let thy words be few."-- Psa. 34:13; Prov. 21:23; Eccl.
10:12,13; 5:2.

Job, in the midst of all his afflictions, was very careful not to
sin with his lips. (Job 2:10; 31:30; 1:21,22.) He knew that his words
would be taken by the Lord as an index of his heart, and he was
careful to keep both the heart and the words right, saying, "What!
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil [calamities, troubles--for discipline or refining]?... The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord." There was no spirit of rebellion in a heart out of whose
abundance came such words of loving submission, patience and
faith under severe testings, and that, too, without a clear
apprehension of the divine wisdom in permitting them.

The Psalmist puts into the mouth of God's consecrated and tried
people these words of firm resolution:--"I said, | will take heed to
my ways, that | sin not with my tongue. I will keep my mouth with a
bridle, while the wicked [who tempts and tries the righteous] is
before me."--Psa. 39:1.

How necessary to the stability of Christian character is such a
resolution, and the self control which develops under a firm
adherence to it. }In an unfriendly world we can expect to receive
only the reproaches of our Master; for the servant is not above his
Lord. The world, the flesh and the devil oppose our way: there are
fightings within and fears without, and many are the arrows and
fiery darts aimed at the righteous. But what is the safe attitude of the
soul under afflictions and severe testings? Is it not in silence before
God, waiting and watching first to see his leading, his will, in every
matter before presuming to touch things that often involve so much?
So the Psalmist suggests, saying, "l was dumb with silence: | held
my peace, even from good [even from doing or saying what seemed
good in my own sight]; and my sorrow was stirred. My heart was
hot within me, and in my self-communing there burnt a fire
[description of a fiery trial]. Then spake | with my tongue"--not to
the revilers, nor to others, but to the Lord.

Yes, ¥t is always our blessed privilege to carry our sorrows
and vexations to the Lord,;

"For he knows
How to steal the bitter from life's woes."

He does it, as the Psalmist suggests (vs. 4-6), by showing us,
through experience, the vanity of all earthly things and their utter
inability to satisfy the soul's cravings, or to comfort the wounded
spirit. Then comes the thought that the present life, with its cares,
vexations and sorrows is passing away, that our days are but as a
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handbreadth, and however vexing our experiences, they will soon be
over; and if we permit them to do so they will only work out in us
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and develop in us strong and
noble characters, disciplined to thorough self-control, thoughtful
consideration, patient endurance of affliction and loving loyalty and
faithfulness and trust in God. Then the assurances of the blessed
rewards of righteousness in the life to come begin to have a new and
deeper significance, and we are made to realize that this is not our
continuing city, but we seek one to come. Thus the heart is separated
from earthly things, and made to realize the superior worth of
heavenly things. Nothing but the Lord himself can satisfy the
longings of the soul, which, tempest-tossed and tried, comes to
realize--

"How vain is all beneath the skies,

How transient every earthly bliss,

How slender all the fondest ties,

That bind me to a world like this!"

Thus chastened and comforted, we learn to look beyond the
present to the glory that shall by and by be revealed in the faithful
overcomers, who, by patient continuance in well-doing in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation, seek for the prize revealed to
faith alone. Thus disciplined and blessed under fiery trials by going
to the Lord for comfort and help, the child of God begins to realize
what it means to be dead to the world and alive toward God, with a
keen appreciation of his love and goodness and grace; and being
thus separated from the world, and more firmly united to Christ, the
language of the heart is, as the Psalmist further suggests, "And now,
Lord, what wait | for? my hope is in thee." (Vs. 7.) Thus

"E'en sorrow, touched by heaven, grows bright
With more than rapture's ray,
As darkness shows us worlds of light
We never saw by day."

Such is the blessed result of bridling the tongue under
circumstances of trial and vexation, and humbly taking all our cares
to the Lord in prayer, to the end that, when we speak, our speech
may be with grace, seasoned with salt, and that under all
circumstances we may speak as the oracles of God.

Considering our Lord's words above quoted--that we must give
an account for "every idle [unprofitable or pernicious] word"--in
view of the fact that the present is our (the Church's) judgment day,
we see what great importance attaches to our words. “All our
words are taken by the Lord as an index of our hearts. If our words
are rebellious, or disloyal, or frivolous, or flippant, or unkind,
unthankful, unholy or impure, the heart is judged accordingly, on the
principle that, "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh." Thus our words, in all the varied circumstances of our
daily life, are bearing testimony continually before God of the
condition of our hearts. So our Lord's words imply: and in this view
of the case how timely is the admonition,--"Be not rash with thy
mouth; and let not thy heart be hasty to utter anything before God
[And remember that "all things are naked and opened to the eyes of
him with whom we have to do."--Heb. 4:13]; for God [our Judge] is
in heaven [upon the throne], and thou upon earth [under trial before
the bar of God]: therefore let thy words be few." Let them be
thoughtful and wise, as uttered before God, and not rash, hasty and
illy considered.

Again, in harmony with the Lord's statement of the
responsibility incurred by our words, it is also written, "He that
keepeth his mouth, keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips
shall have destruction." (Prov. 13:3.) What a fearful responsibility
attaches to the tongue that wags in an evil, or even in a flippant,
way, which is also dishonoring to God! And how necessary is the
injunction of the Apostle Peter, "Be sober and watch unto prayer!"--
1 Pet. 4:7; 1:13; 5:8.

The Psalmist puts this prayer into the lips of all who feel this
responsibility, "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth: keep a guard
at the door of my lips. Permit not my heart to incline after any evil
thing." "Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer."
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"My lips shall utter praise when thou hast taught me thy statutes. My
tongue shall speak of thy word; for all thy commandments are
righteousness. Let thy hand help me; for | have chosen thy precepts.
I have longed for thy salvation [from all sin, and for the perfection
and beauty of holiness], O Lord; and thy law is my delight."--Psa.
141:3,4; 19:14; 119:171-174.

O¥hat, as imperfect beings, we may always be perfect in word
and deed is not possible. Despite our best endeavors we will
sometimes err in word as well as in deed, yet the perfect mastery of
our words and ways is the thing to be sought by vigilant and faithful
effort. But, nevertheless, for every idle word we must give an
account in this our day of judgment. ¥If, in the daily scrutiny of
our ways, which is the duty of every Christian, we discover that in
any particular our words have been dishonoring to the Lord, we
should remember that, "If any man sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1); and in the name
of our Advocate we may approach the throne of grace, explain to
our Heavenly Father our realization of the error, our deep regret at
our failure to honor his name and his cause by a holy walk and
conversation, and humbly request that the sin be not laid to our
charge, but that it may be blotted out through his gracious provision
for our cleansing through Christ, humbly claiming that in his
precious blood is all our hope and trust.

Thus we should render up our account for every idle word; and
by our words of repentance, supplemented by the merits of Christ
applied by faith, shall we be acquitted. Otherwise the idle words,
dishonoring to the Lord, will stand against us and condemn us, and
we will be obliged to suffer the consequences. The first consequence
will be self-injury, for every evil thought or word indulged hardens
the character and inclines it the more toward unrighteousness. The
second consequence is a bad example to others, and the stirring up
of evil in them. "A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous
words stir up anger." (Prov. 15:1.) Thus, as the result of unwise or
unkind words, we may stir up about us difficulties which will
become the agents of retributive justice to teach us the lesson of
self-control, and consideration for the feelings and opinions of
others. It is often the case that the Lord (or the devil) is blamed for
sending trials which are simply the natural results of our own
mistakes. And those who fail to locate the root of the trouble (in
themselves) pray in vain for the Lord to remove miraculously what
they themselves could obviate by obedience to the Word, and
vigorous self-discipline. "If we would judge [and correct] ourselves,
we should not be judged; but when we are judged we are chastened
of the Lord [largely by the experiences through which our own
faults put us], that we should not be condemned with the world." (1
Cor. 11:31,32.) But even should it be admitted that the difficulties
are not directly caused by God, or the devil ("Every man is tempted
[tried] when he is drawn away of his own lusts [desires] and
enticed"), the natural tendency is to blame the matter on some one
else, and to think that our loss of patience, our hasty word or act was
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the fault of another. How many deceive and encourage themselves
with the thought: "If every body else had as reasonable and generous
a nature as | have our family or church gathering or community
would be a veritable heaven upon earth!" Beloved, let us examine
ourselves, let us be very humble, lest the very words of self-
congratulation and self-satisfaction which we consider in our hearts
(if we do not utter them aloud) bring our condemnation. "If ye love
them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love
those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to
you, what thank have ye [what merit is there in it]?" (Luke 6:33-38.)
It is only when we "endure grief, suffering wrongfully,” that our
suffering is acceptable to God as a sacrifice of sweet incense. "What
glory is it if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye take it patiently?
but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God; for even hereunto were ye called." (1 Pet.
2:19-21.) Beloved, let us see to it that our sufferings are for
righteousness' sake only, and let us not charge God or our neighbors
for tribulations resulting from the indulgence of our inherited or
cultivated faults.

"In many things we are all faulty. If any one does not err in
word, he is a perfect man, able to control the whole body." (Jas.
3:2.) But such a man does not exist. We all need and must
continually plead the merit of our Redeemer and Advocate, while
we strive daily to bring every thought into captivity to the will of
Christ, and to perfect holiness in the fear (reverence) of the Lord.

In view of this fact, which we trust all of the Lord's people will
endeavor more and more fully to realize, viz., that we now stand
before the bar of judgment, we inquire, in the words of Peter, "What
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness?" {*God-likeness certainly cannot include any harmful
gossip, any unclean or unholy conversation, any disloyal or
rebellious words. Let such things be put far away from all who name
the name of Christ in sincerity and truth. And let us remember daily
to settle our accounts with the Lord, to make sure that no record of
idle words, unrepented of, and consequently unforgiven, stands
against us. "Let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of
Christ." "Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things." Thus out of the good treasure of the
heart we shall be able to speak the words of truth and soberness, to
honor our Lord by a godly walk and conversation, to subdue the evil
tendencies of our fallen nature, and to have our conversation "honest
among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evil
doers, they may, by your good works which they shall behold,
glorify God in the day of visitation." --Phil. 1:27; 4:8; 1 Pet. 2:12.

If daily we render up our accounts to God and seek his grace
for greater overcoming power with each succeeding day, we shall be
acquitted in judgment and stand approved before God through
Christ, having the testimony of his holy spirit with our spirits that
we are pleasing and acceptable to him.

{7} Mar. 30 Manna, 2Pet 3:11

R5755 “THE ULTIMATE DESIGN OF

THE LAW OF GOD "The end of the pure, unselfish love.

bringing his heart into this condition of

implying that they have some of these
things to put off after they have become

commandment is love out of a pure heart,
and a good conscience and an undissembled
faith." -- 1 Timothy 1:5...

A pure-hearted person is not merely
one who starts out in the Christian life with
a good intention. All who start in the
Christian life do so with a good intention;
but they must be instructed and educated.
They must develop to perfection this purity
of heart. Hence the experiences of the
Christian are for the very purpose of

At the beginning of the Christian way
our hearts are pure in the sense of being
sincere, truthful. We mean what we say,
what we profess. We are not merely
drawing near to God with our lips and not
with our hearts. But love out of a pure heart,
this purity of love referred to in our text, is
attained by the putting off more and more of
the things of selfishness and the putting on
more fully of the Lord's Spirit. The Apostle
is addressing these words to Christians,

Christians. "Put off all these--anger, malice,
envy, hatred, strife,” works of the flesh and
of the Devil. These things more or less
attach to you. And put on all these--
meekness, self-control, patience, faith, long-
suffering, gentleness, brotherly-kindness,
love. As we do these things, our hearts will
be in the attitude the Apostle mentions. We
shall have attained that which God
purposes, designs; namely, "love out of a
pure heart."

R2515 “Justice is purity of heart, -- freedom from injustice.
Righteousness is purity of heart, -- freedom from unrighteousness.

Love is purity of heart, -- freedom from selfishness.”





