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He shall call upon Me, and I will an-
swer him: | will be with him in trouble; |
will deliver him, and honor him. Psa. 91:15
IT is always our blessed privilege to
carry our sorrows and vexations to the Lord;
"For He knows

(Psa 91:14-16 KJV) “Because he hath set
his _love upon me, therefore will | deliver
him: I will set him on high, because he hath
known my name. (15) He shall call upon
me, and | will answer him: | will be with
him in trouble; | will deliver him, and hon-
our him. (16) With long life will I satisfy
him, and shew him my salvation. ”

R5757 “FULL DELIVERANCE PROM-
ISED TO GOD'S SAINTS "He shall call
upon Me and | will answer him; | will be
with him in trouble; | will deliver him and
honor him."—Psalm 91:15

When considering the above text, we
are naturally interested to know who or
what class would be thus favored of God
and whether or not we might become mem-
bers of that class... The Psalm is prophetic
and refers to the Lord Jesus and the
Church—The Christ as a whole. No doubt it
has been true in a certain sense of some
others. For instance, when Abraham called
upon the Lord, God heard him in his trou-
bles and blessed him... But the Psalm seems
to refer especially to The Christ. These are
the ones who bear the closest relationship to
God. Their love is manifested in a special
sense by their faithfulness to the will of
God, their faithfulness in honoring His
name, their faithfulness in upholding His
Truth, in being willing to die in God's ser-
vice, in laying down their lives for the
brethren, in developing the fruits of the
Holy Spirit; for all this is included in their
covenant.

It is this class, therefore, that the Lord
will answer when they call upon Him; it is
this class that He will deliver and honor,
will care for in trouble. All who come to
God, must necessarily, before they can be
accepted, enter into a Covenant of Sacrifice
with Him through Christ, giving up their
will—loving the Lord and His will better
than themselves and their own will or the
will of any other. Of course, a large propor-
tion of those who proclaim themselves to be
Christians are merely nominal Christians—
Christians in name only, who never made a
covenant with God.

Of those who do enter into this Cove-
nant, not many, judging from what we can
observe, carry it out faithfully, submitting
their lives and their every interest to God's
will. Noticeable examples of the faithful
ones of the past were our Lord Jesus and
His Apostles. And there have been others,
of course, of this faithful class throughout
this Gospel Age, now closing. All these are
styled by Jehovah His jewels, and are to be
made by Him into a glorious diadem, the
Lord Jesus being its brightest and choicest
gem. These are to show forth during eternal
ages Jehovah's Wisdom, Justice, Love and
Power. Throughout this Gospel Age God
has been working in these to will and to do
His good pleasure.

CONDITIONS OF OBTAINING

THE PROMISE
But God works in no one contrary to that
one's own will. If we wish to step out from
under Christ's instruction, there is nothing to

How to steal the bitter from life's woes"
He does it by showing us, through ex-
perience, the vanity of all earthly things and
their utter inability to satisfy the soul's crav-
ings, or to comfort the wounded spirit. Then
comes the thought that however vexing our
experiences, they will soon be over; and if

prevent us. God would that we remain, but
is not willing to urge upon us, to press upon
us, this matter. God wishes only such to
worship Him as worship Him in spirit and
in Truth, because they love Him. This class
who seek faithfully to do the Lord's will
because they love Him may call upon Him
in every trouble and difficulty. His answer
will not come in an audible voice, and may
not come in the manner that we expect; but
He will answer in the best way the petitions
of His saints which are asked in harmony
with His will, His Word. That is, as Jesus
said, "If ye abide in Me, and My words
abide in you [if you remember and act upon
My teaching], ye may ask what ye will and
it shall be done unto you"... They are to
have the Word of God clearly in mind that
their prayers and endeavors may be in line
with His will. Thus their dis appointments
will be His appointments, and will be ac-
cepted as of the Lord.
THE BLESSINGS OF
TRIBULATION

"I will be with him in trouble," is the
promise. The intimation here is that the
Lord will not, necessarily, prevent our get-
ting into trouble...

Tribulation, rightly received, will work
out for us a "far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory." So while the Lord does
not promise us that we shall escape trouble,
He does promise that with the trouble He
will give His children consolation of heart,
sustaining grace, that will enable them to
rejoice in the midst of their tribulation.
(2Corinthians 4:6-18;12:9,10; lIsaiah 43:1,2)
This was exemplified in our Lord Jesus and
in the Apostles. Paul and Silas were able to
sing praises to God in prison with their feet
fast in the stocks and their backs bleeding
from the whippings which they had re-
ceived. They could rejoice in tribulation for
Christ's sake.

The Lord is ever with His people;
therefore they should not be discouraged.
His children have the comfort and assis-
tance of the letter of the Truth and the spirit
of the Truth. But they have all these bless-
ings only in proportion as they are willing to
exercise faith; for the glories promised are
not yet theirs in reality; these are theirs only
by promise now.

OUR FULL DELIVERANCE

"I will deliver him and honor him."
The deliverance of the Lord's saints, in the
fullest sense of the word, will be by their
participation in the First, Chief Resurrec-
tion...

There are deliverances, of course, for
the children of God at the present time,
according to our need. And the Lord gives
us a certain kind of honor, but not usually
the kind of honor that the world appreci-
ates. This honor may come mixed with such
tribulation as would make it not desirable in
the world's eye...

"Press on, beloved, in the race,
The goal is very near,
Faint not, thou soon shalt see His face—
Then, be thou of good cheer!"

we permit them to do so they will only work
out in us the peaceable fruits of righteous-
ness, and develop in us strong and noble
characters, disciplined to thorough self-
control, thoughtful consideration, patient
endurance of affliction and loving loyalty
and faithfulness and trust in God. R1937:5

HE KNOWS HOW TO STEAL THE
BITTER FROM LIFE’S WOES
R5278 “Realizing their deliverance from
bondage, and the Divine Power exercised in
their behalf in the overthrow of the Egyptian
army, the Israelites were joyful. Moses,
their great leader, composed a poem of
much force and beauty and of recognized

high standard...

"Sing ye to the LORD [Jehovah];

For He hath triumphed gloriously”...
The journey toward the Land of Promise
began. At length, fatigued and thirsty, they
came to a fertile spot, where there was an
abundance of water, but alas, it was bitter,
or brackish! The disappointment was great.
The song of reverence was forgotten; the
mighty power of Jehovah in bringing them
through the Red Sea was forgotten; even the
taskmasters of Egypt were forgotten. The
people murmured...

The lesson to Spiritual Israel is a still
more important one. If the Natural Israel-
ites needed heart development and faith as a
preparation for the earthly Canaan, how
much more do Spiritual Israelites require for
the Heavenly Canaan...

Any saint of God may have tears in the
trying experiences of the journey in the
narrow way, but none is excusable for
murmuring. Rather, each should say with
the Master, "The cup which My Father hath
poured for me, shall I not drink it?" To
those who approach the springs of bitterness
with the proper faith in God as did Moses,
the Lord makes known precious promises,
which "Steal the Bitter from Life's Woes."

EGPP26 "Cast thy burden upon the Lord,
and He shall sustain thee: He shall never
suffer the righteous to be moved."Psa. 55:22

There are works of grace to be wrought
out in us which only the hard experiences of
life can accomplish. For instance, we would
be inclined to lean too much to our own
understanding, if we were not at times
brought face to face with problems that
baffle our skill. It is when we are "afraid to
touch things that involve so much," that in
our perplexity we come to Him who has
kindly said, "Cast thy burden upon the Lord,
and He will sustain thee,"” and ask Him to
undertake for us. Or we might be inclined to
trust too much in the arm of flesh, if the arm
of flesh had never failed us, and the disap-
pointment driven us to the Lord to seek the
shelter of His wing. Or we might learn to
trust in uncertain riches, if moth and rust
had never corrupted nor thieves stolen the
little or much of our earthly possessions. Or
we might have been satisfied with earthly
friendships and loves had not their loss
sometimes left us alone with God to prove
the sweetness of His consolation.”

R1652 “CAST NOT AWAY YOUR CON-
FIDENCE...Heb 10:32-39. With very many
of God's people, as well as with the world's
people, the ideal Christian life is one of
constant peace and tranquility. They have
never learned that "the peace of God which
passeth all [worldly] understanding,” prom-



ised to the Christian, is to rule in and keep
his heart (Phil. 4:7; Col. 3:15), and does not
apply to his outward life. They forget, or
perhaps never learned, that our Master's
words were, "In the world ye shall have
tribulation,” but in me ye shall have peace
(in your hearts)... John 16:33; 15:18; Matt.
10:25; 2 Tim. 3:12; Psa. 73:5...

The world marvels that those whom
God receives into his family, as sons by
redemption and adoption, should be re-
quired or even permitted to suffer afflic-
tions. But to the well-instructed saint the
Apostle says, "Think it not strange concern-
ing the fiery trial that shall try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto
you."...He sees that these are in fullest ac-
cord with his high calling... "if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be also
glorified together."--Rom. 8:17.

But why should a share in the coming
glory be made dependent and contingent
upon present sufferings? We answer, for
two reasons.

(1) Because severe trials and testings
of our love for God and his truth, and of our
faith in him and his promises, are only a
wise provision on God's part, in view of the
very high honor and responsibility of the
great office to which he has called us. If it
was proper that our Lord and Redeemer
should be tested in all points as to faith and
obedience prior to his exaltation to the ex-
cellent glory and power of his divine, im-
mortal nature, much more so it is fitting that
we, who were once aliens and strangers, far
from God, and children of wrath even as
others, should be thoroughly tested; not
tested as to the perfection of our earthen
vessels, for God and we well know that in
our fallen flesh dwelleth no perfection, but
tested as to our new minds, our consecrated
wills, whether or not these are fully conse-
crated to the Lord, firmly established in the
love of truth, purity and righteousness in
general. And also to see whether we would
compromise any of the principles of right-
eousness for worldly favor, selfish ambition,
or for any of "the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son." Those who love righteousness and
hate iniquity, who develop positive charac-
ters, these are the "overcomers" who shall,
as members of Christ, inherit all things. The
undecided, the luke-warm -- neither cold
nor hot--are far from having the spirit of the
Kingdom class, and will surely be rejected--
"spewed out."--Rev. 3:16.

(2) A share in the coming glory is de-
pendent upon present sufferings, for the
reason that the coming glories are to be
bestowed only upon those who have the
spirit of Christ, the spirit (disposition) of
holiness. And whoever has received this
holy spirit or disposition and been trans-
formed by the renewing of his mind or will,
so that no longer selfishness but love shall
rule over his thoughts and words and deeds,
that person, if in the world at all, could not
avoid present suffering. His love for God,
his zeal for God's service and people, his
faith in God's Word and his uncompromis-
ing attitude respecting everything relating to
these would be so greatly in contrast with
the prevalent spirit of doubt, selfishness and
compromise that he would be thought pecu-
liar, called an extremist and fanatic, if not a
hypocrite. Evil surmisings, out of hearts not
fully consecrated, will attribute every good
deed to some selfish or evil motive, and
therefore, "Ye shall be hated of all men for

my [Christ's] name's sake;" for “the world
knoweth [understandeth] us not, because it
knew him not." (Luke 21:17; 1 John 3:1)...
The great Adversary is not interested in
disturbing those who are "asleep in Zion;"
but he is ever on the alert to mislead and
entangle those that are awake. And the more
active we become in the service of the Lord
and the truth, and consequently the more
actively opposed to Satan and error, the
more he will fight against us. And the more
faithfully and vigorously we fight the good
fight of faith, as good soldiers of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the more we will have of the
Master's approval now, and the greater will
be our reward in the Kingdom...
The Lord of hosts is with us... When we
feel weak in ourselves, then we are strong in
him. He will never leave us nor forsake us.”

R4925 "THE FEET OF HIM" It is neces-
sary for the discipline, trial and final prov-
ing of the Church of God that they should
be subjected to adverse influence; for "to
him that overcometh™ is the promise of the
great reward. If we would reign with Christ,
we must prove our worthiness to reign, by
the same tests of loyalty to God, of faith in
His Word, of zeal for the Truth, of patient
endurance, of reproach and persecution,
even unto death, and in the unwavering trust
in the power and purpose of God to deliver
and exalt His Church in due time. To such
faithful ones are the blessed consolations of
Psalm 91, which we believe is a picture of
the Church in the end of this Gospel Age—a
picture of The Christ. Hearken:

"He who dwelleth in the secret place of
the Most High [typified by the Holy of the
Tabernacle] shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty." We thus place ourselves
under the Divine protection when, having
come to a knowledge of God's willingness
to accept us as His children, we gratefully
accept the invitation and approach in His
appointed way, through Christ our Redeem-
er, and consecrate ourselves fully to His
service. Such may sweetly rest in the pre-
cious promises of God, all of which are yea
and amen in Christ Jesus. (2 Cor. 1:20.) The
world does not see the overshadowing
wings of Divine protection, but the faithful
have a blessed secret realization of it. Praise
the Lord!

"I [Christ Jesus, whom David here, as
elsewhere, personifies, and who thus ad-
dresses His Body, His Church] will say of
Jehovah, He is My refuge and My for-
tress, My God; in Him will | trust, that He
will surely deliver thee from the snare of the
Fowler and from the noisome pestilence"—
from the deceptions of Satan, into which all
those not protected shall stumble; for our
Lord said that so subtle and deceptive will
they be that, if it were possible, they would
deceive "the very elect.” But this is not pos-
sible; for those who are making their calling
and election sure abide under the protection
of the Almighty. Such shall be delivered,
not from the destructive pestilence of physi-
cal disease, but from the moral and spiritual
pestilences of destruction—from the sinful
propensities of the old nature, which in
unguarded moments are liable to assert their
mastery and overwhelm the souls of those
who are not abiding under the secret protec-
tion of the Most High; and from the spiritual
pestilences of false doctrine which, with
subtle sophistry, destroy the faith of the
unwatchful...

"He shall cover thee with His feathers,
and under His wings shalt thou trust; His
Truth shall be thy shield and buckler." So
close to His heart does Jehovah gather His
loyal and faithful children that they feel the
warmth of His love; and the responsive
language of their hearts is, "I will abide in
Thy tabernacle forever; | will trust in the
covert of Thy wings; for Thou hast been a
shelter for me and a strong Tower from the
enemy; for Thou hast heard my vows; Thou
hast given me the heritage of those that fear
Thy name." (Psa. 61:4,3,5.) Yes, His Truth--
that grand system of Truth comprised in the
Divine Plan of the Ages—is an ample shield
and buckler to all who in simplicity of heart
receive it and prove faithful to it. It is the
armor of God, which the Apostle urges all
the faithful to put on—to appropriate, to
meditate upon and to store up Truth in mind
and heart—that they may be able by its use
to withstand error and evil in every form
presented to them in this evil day.

JEHOVAH SHALL KEEP THE
FEET OF HIS SAINTS

"Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror
by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by
day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in
darkness; nor for the destruction that
wasteth at noonday." This is the "night," the
dark night of which the Prophet Isaiah
spoke and to which our Lord also referred...
The arrows—"even bitter words" of the
opponents of the Truth—will fly by day—at
the present time, which in comparison with
the dark night that is coming, is called
day. The various besetments and difficulties
from infidelity, Higher Criticism and other
false doctrines are pictorially represented as
the shooting out of arrows, as pestilences, as
stumbling stones... As the Lord said, the
difficulties of this day would, if possible,
deceive the very elect; but this will not be
possible, for "the feet" class shall be kept...
Those who are ignorant of the Truth, or who
are unfaithful to it and are, hence, unworthy
of it, and who, therefore, lack the Divine
protection and are subject to the "strong
delusions" of error that subvert the faith and
hope of many, just when the light of Divine
Truth is shining clearest upon the faithful,
as it is shining upon us today.

"A thousand shall fall at thy side, and
ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall
not come nigh thee." Great will be the fall-
ing away from the Truth, even amongst
those who, like ourselves, received it once
with joy and who did for a time run well;
but the Church, because of their loyalty and
uncompromising faithfulness and because
of the ample armor of Truth and righteous-
ness, shall stand and not fall...

THE HARVEST MESSAGE GOD'S

KEEPING POWER

"They shall bear thee up in their hands,
lest thou dash thy foot against a stone"—
"thee"—all the members of the Body of
Christ, individually and collectively, using
all their strength to protect against any
stumbling-stone of false doctrine...

How do such messengers bear up the
feet of Christ? By helping them to a clear
understanding of the Truth, and teaching
and encouraging them by word and example
how to be faithful to the Truth, and how to
run so as to obtain the prize of our high-
calling.

While doubtless the heavenly messen-
gers are connected with this work, yet it is
surely done through the Church in the flesh,




as already intimated... The Harvest message
in its various features, bearing on every
phase of Truth now due, and every phase of
error now brought forward, is God's keeping
pOWver...

In the light of the unfolding of the
Scriptures we see that Satan, probably un-
wittingly, quoted this passage of Scripture
wholly out of its proper meaning and inter-
pretation, a passage which referred, not to
the literal feet of Jesus and to literal stones
and to literal angels, but to the symbolic

feet-members of the Body of Christ today,
and to the stones of stumbling, doctrinal and
otherwise, which are now permitted... Thus
borne up in the hands of the Lord's faithful
messengers and guarded by their vigilant
watchfulness, and under the constant protec-
tion of the Most High, God's trusting, faith-
ful children shall triumph over every device
of Satan... "Because he hath set his love
upon Me, therefore will | deliver him; I will
set him on high, because he hath known
[appreciated] My name." On account of the

R1937 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0)

love and loyalty of each individual compos-
ing "the feet" class, the heavenly Father will
deliver him from the pestilences, etc., and
will exalt him to joint-heirship with Christ,
make him a member of the "Royal Priest-
hood" and a partaker of the divine na-
ture. "He shall call upon Me and | will an-
swer him; | will be with him in trouble; I
will deliver him and honor him. With long
life will | satisfy him, and show him My
salvation"... Praise the Lord for such assur-
ances of His loving care!”

BY THY WORDS ACQUITTED; BY THY WORDS CONDEMNED
"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things; and an
evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things. But | say unto you, that every idle [unprofitable or pernicious] word
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof on a day of judgment. For by thy words thou wilt
be acquitted, and by thy words thou wilt be condemned."--Matt. 12:34-37

REALIZING that we, the Church, are at the present time under
the inspection of our kingly Bridegroom, who is now present (Matt.
22:11) to gather out of his Kingdom [in its present embryo or forma-
tive condition] all things that offend” (Matt. 13:41), and to gather
unto himself his jewels, his bride (Mal. 3:17), we cannot too careful-
ly consider the principles upon which this judgment and this selec-
tion are made.

The above words of our Lord indicate that the heart and the
mouth are under very special scrutiny, the former representing the
individual character, and the latter being an index of the character. It
is in this same view of the matter that those words of wisdom were
penned,--"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the is-
sues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips
put far from thee." (Prov. 4:23,24.) The indication is clear that a
right condition of heart is necessary to right words; for "out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh," as experience testifies
to every man. It is therefore just that our words should be a criterion
of judgment in the Lord's estimation, as he tells us they are. True,
honied words are sometimes only the masks of deep hypocrisy; but
the mask is sure to drop off some time, as soon as selfish policy
renders a change of tactics necessary. The fact therefore remains that
the words, the entire course of conversation and conduct, are an
index of the heart.

Our first concern, then, should be for the heart--that its affec-
tions and dispositions may be fully under the control of divine grace;
that every principle of truth and righteousness may be enthroned
there; that justice, mercy, benevolence, brotherly kindness, love,
faith, meekness, temperance, supreme reverence for God and Christ,
and a fervent love for all the beauties of holiness, may be firmly
fixed as the governing principles of life. If these principles be fixed,
established, in the heart, then out of the good treasure of the heart
the mouth will speak forth words of truth, soberness, wisdom and
grace.

Concerning our Lord Jesus, whose heart was perfect --in whom
was no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth, it was said, "Grace
is poured into thy lips;" and again, "All bare him witness, and won-
dered at the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth." (Psa.
45:2; Luke 4:22.) Moses, personating Christ, foretold the blessed
influences of the Lord's words, saying, "My doctrine shall drop as
the rain; my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass.” (Deut. 32:2.) And
Jesus said, "The words that | speak unto you, they are spirit and they
are life." (John 6:63.) So wise, just and true were the Lord's words,
that, though his enemies were continually seeking to find some fault,
it is said, "They could not take hold of his words before the people;
and they marveled at his answers and held their peace." (Luke
20:26.) And others said, "Never man spake like this man."--John
7:46.

Thus our Lord left a worthy example to his people, which the
Apostle urges all to follow, saying, "Let your speech be always with
grace [with manifest love and kindness], seasoned with salt [a puri-
fying and preservative influence]." (Col. 4:6.) And Peter adds, "If
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God,"--wisely, and in
accordance with the spirit and Word of the Lord. Again, it is written,
"Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile [de-
ceit].” "Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth his soul
from troubles." "The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious
words: but the lips of a fool [an unwise, reckless talker] will swal-
low up himself. The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolish-
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ness, and the end of his talk is mischievous madness." "Be not rash
with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter any thing be-
fore God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let
thy words be few."-- Psa. 34:13; Prov. 21:23; Eccl. 10:12,13; 5:2.

Job, in the midst of all his afflictions, was very careful not to
sin with his lips. (Job 2:10; 31:30; 1:21,22.) He knew that his words
would be taken by the Lord as an index of his heart, and he was
careful to keep both the heart and the words right, saying, "What!
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil [calamities, troubles--for discipline or refining]?... The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord." There was no spirit of rebellion in a heart out of whose abun-
dance came such words of loving submission, patience and faith
under severe testings, and that, too, without a clear apprehension of
the divine wisdom in permitting them.

The Psalmist puts into the mouth of God's consecrated and tried
people these words of firm resolution:--"I said, | will take heed to
my ways, that | sin not with my tongue. | will keep my mouth with a
bridle, while the wicked [who tempts and tries the righteous] is be-
fore me."--Psa. 39:1.

How necessary to the stability of Christian character is such a
resolution, and the self control which develops under a firm adher-
ence to it. ?}In an unfriendly world we can expect to receive only
the reproaches of our Master; for the servant is not above his Lord.
The world, the flesh and the devil oppose our way: there are fight-
ings within and fears without, and many are the arrows and fiery
darts aimed at the righteous. But what is the safe attitude of the soul
under afflictions and severe testings? Is it not in silence before God,
waiting and watching first to see his leading, his will, in every mat-
ter before presuming to touch things that often involve so much? So
the Psalmist suggests, saying, "I was dumb with silence: | held my
peace, even from good [even from doing or saying what seemed
good in my own sight]; and my sorrow was stirred. My heart was
hot within me, and in my self-communing there burnt a fire [de-
scription of a fiery trial]. Then spake | with my tongue™--not to the
revilers, nor to others, but to the Lord.

Yes, ©Pit is always our blessed privilege to carry our sorrows
and vexations to the Lord;

"For he knows
How to steal the bitter from life's woes."

He does it, as the Psalmist suggests (vs. 4-6), by showing us,
through experience, the vanity of all earthly things and their utter
inability to satisfy the soul's cravings, or to comfort the wounded
spirit. Then comes the thought that the present life, with its cares,
vexations and sorrows is passing away, that our days are but as a
handbreadth, and however vexing our experiences, they will soon be
over; and if we permit them to do so they will only work out in us
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and develop in us strong and
noble characters, disciplined to thorough self-control, thoughtful
consideration, patient endurance of affliction and loving loyalty and
faithfulness and trust in God. Then the assurances of the blessed
rewards of righteousness in the life to come begin to have a new and
deeper significance, and we are made to realize that this is not our
continuing city, but we seek one to come. Thus the heart is separated
from earthly things, and made to realize the superior worth of heav-
enly things. Nothing but the Lord himself can satisfy the longings of
the soul, which, tempest-tossed and tried, comes to realize--

"How vain is all beneath the skies,

3 Apr. 18 Manna, 1Pet 4:12-13
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How transient every earthly bliss,
How slender all the fondest ties,
That bind me to a world like this!"

Thus chastened and comforted, we learn to look beyond the
present to the glory that shall by and by be revealed in the faithful
overcomers, who, by patient continuance in well-doing in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation, seek for the prize revealed to
faith alone. Thus disciplined and blessed under fiery trials by going
to the Lord for comfort and help, the child of God begins to realize
what it means to be dead to the world and alive toward God, with a
keen appreciation of his love and goodness and grace; and being
thus separated from the world, and more firmly united to Christ, the
language of the heart is, as the Psalmist further suggests, "And now,
Lord, what wait | for? my hope is in thee." (Vs. 7.) Thus

"E'en sorrow, touched by heaven, grows bright
With more than rapture's ray,
As darkness shows us worlds of light
We never saw by day."

Such is the blessed result of bridling the tongue under circum-
stances of trial and vexation, and humbly taking all our cares to the
Lord in prayer, to the end that, when we speak, our speech may be
with grace, seasoned with salt, and that under all circumstances we
may speak as the oracles of God.

Considering our Lord's words above quoted--that we must give
an account for "every idle [unprofitable or pernicious] word"--in
view of the fact that the present is our (the Church's) judgment day,
we see what great importance attaches to our words. ““All our
words are taken by the Lord as an index of our hearts. If our words
are rebellious, or disloyal, or frivolous, or flippant, or unkind, un-
thankful, unholy or impure, the heart is judged accordingly, on the
principle that, "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak-
eth." Thus our words, in all the varied circumstances of our daily
life, are bearing testimony continually before God of the condition
of our hearts. So our Lord's words imply: and in this view of the
case how timely is the admonition,--"Be not rash with thy mouth;
and let not thy heart be hasty to utter anything before God [And
remember that "all things are naked and opened to the eyes of him
with whom we have to do."--Heb. 4:13]; for God [our Judge] is in
heaven [upon the throne], and thou upon earth [under trial before the
bar of God]: therefore let thy words be few." Let them be thoughtful
anddwise, as uttered before God, and not rash, hasty and illy consid-
ered.

Again, in harmony with the Lord's statement of the responsibil-
ity incurred by our words, it is also written, "He that keepeth his
mouth, keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall have
destruction.” (Prov. 13:3.) What a fearful responsibility attaches to
the tongue that wags in an evil, or even in a flippant, way, which is
also dishonoring to God! And how necessary is the injunction of the
Apostle Peter, "Be sober and watch unto prayer!"--1 Pet. 4:7; 1:13;
5:8.

The Psalmist puts this prayer into the lips of all who feel this
responsibility, "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth: keep a guard
at the door of my lips. Permit not my heart to incline after any evil
thing." "Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer."
"My lips shall utter praise when thou hast taught me thy statutes. My
tongue shall speak of thy word; for all thy commandments are right-
eousness. Let thy hand help me; for | have chosen thy precepts. |
have longed for thy salvation [from all sin, and for the perfection
and beauty of holiness], O Lord; and thy law is my delight."--Psa.
141:3,4; 19:14; 119:171-174.

OIThat, as imperfect beings, we may always be perfect in word
and deed is not possible. Despite our best endeavors we will some-
times err in word as well as in deed, yet the perfect mastery of our
words and ways is the thing to be sought by vigilant and faithful
effort. But, nevertheless, for every idle word we must give an ac-
count in this our day of judgment. {}If, in the daily scrutiny of our
ways, which is the duty of every Christian, we discover that in any
particular our words have been dishonoring to the Lord, we should
remember that, "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1); and in the name of our
Advocate we may approach the throne of grace, explain to our
Heavenly Father our realization of the error, our deep regret at our
failure to honor his name and his cause by a holy walk and conver-
sation, and humbly request that the sin be not laid to our charge, but
that it may be blotted out through his gracious provision for our
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cleansing through Christ, humbly claiming that in his precious blood
is all our hope and trust.

Thus we should render up our account for every idle word; and
by our words of repentance, supplemented by the merits of Christ
applied by faith, shall we be acquitted. Otherwise the idle words,
dishonoring to the Lord, will stand against us and condemn us, and
we will be obliged to suffer the consequences. The first consequence
will be self-injury, for every evil thought or word indulged hardens
the character and inclines it the more toward unrighteousness. The
second consequence is a bad example to others, and the stirring up
of evil in them. "A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous
words stir up anger." (Prov. 15:1.) Thus, as the result of unwise or
unkind words, we may stir up about us difficulties which will be-
come the agents of retributive justice to teach us the lesson of self-
control, and consideration for the feelings and opinions of others. It
is often the case that the Lord (or the devil) is blamed for sending
trials which are simply the natural results of our own mistakes. And
those who fail to locate the root of the trouble (in themselves) pray
in vain for the Lord to remove miraculously what they themselves
could obviate by obedience to the Word, and vigorous self-
discipline. "If we would judge [and correct] ourselves, we should
not be judged; but when we are judged we are chastened of the Lord
[largely by the experiences through which our own faults put us],
that we should not be condemned with the world." (1 Cor. 11:31,32.)
But even should it be admitted that the difficulties are not directly
caused by God, or the devil ("Every man is tempted [tried] when he
is drawn away of his own lusts [desires] and enticed"), the natural
tendency is to blame the matter on some one else, and to think that
our loss of patience, our hasty word or act was the fault of another.
How many deceive and encourage themselves with the thought: "If
every body else had as reasonable and generous a nature as | have
our family or church gathering or community would be a veritable
heaven upon earth!" Beloved, let us examine ourselves, let us be
very humble, lest the very words of self-congratulation and self-
satisfaction which we consider in our hearts (if we do not utter them
aloud) bring our condemnation. "If ye love them which love you,
what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And
if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye
[what merit is there in it]?" (Luke 6:33-38.) It is only when we "en-
dure grief, suffering wrongfully,” that our suffering Is acceptable to
God as a sacrifice of sweet incense. "What glory is it if, when ye be
buffeted for your faults, ye take it patiently? but if, when ye do well,
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God; for
even hereunto were ye called." (1 Pet. 2:19-21.) Beloved, let us see
to it that our sufferings are for righteousness' sake only, and let us
not charge God or our neighbors for tribulations resulting from the
indulgence of our inherited or cultivated faults.

"In many things we are all faulty. If any one does not err in
word, he is a perfect man, able to control the whole body." (Jas.
3:2.) But such a man does not exist. We all need and must continual-
ly plead the merit of our Redeemer and Advocate, while we strive
daily to bring every thought into captivity to the will of Christ, and
to perfect holiness in the fear (reverence) of the Lord.

In view of this fact, which we trust all of the Lord's people will
endeavor more and more fully to realize, viz., that we now stand
before the bar of judgment, we inquire, in the words of Peter, "What
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness?" ¥?God-likeness certainly cannot include any harmful gossip,
any unclean or unholy conversation, any disloyal or rebellious
words. Let such things be put far away from all who name the name
of Christ in sincerity and truth. And let us remember daily to settle
our accounts with the Lord, to make sure that no record of idle
words, unrepented of, and consequently unforgiven, stands against
us. "Let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ.”
"Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso-
ever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things." Thus out of the good treasure of the heart we
shall be able to speak the words of truth and soberness, to honor our
Lord by a godly walk and conversation, to subdue the evil tenden-
cies of our fallen nature, and to have our conversation "honest
among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evil
doers, they may, by your good works which they shall behold, glori-
fy God in the day of visitation." --Phil. 1:27; 4:8; 1 Pet. 2:12.

If daily we render up our accounts to God and seek his grace
for greater overcoming power with each succeeding day, we shall be
acquitted in judgment and stand approved before God through
Christ, having the testimony of his holy spirit with our spirits that
we are pleasing and acceptable to him.
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