
August 3 
Separate yourselves from the people of 

the land. Ezra 10:11  
SOMEONE has well said:--"The 

Christian in the world is like a ship in the 
ocean. The ship is safe in the ocean so long 
as the ocean is not in the ship." One of the 

great difficulties with Christianity today is 
that it has admitted the strangers, the "peo-
ple of the land," and recognized them as 
Christians. It does injury, not only to the 
Christians, by lowering their standards (for 
the average will be considered the stand-
ard), but it also injures the "strangers," by 

causing many of them to believe themselves 
thoroughly safe and needing no conversion, 
because they are outwardly respectable, and 
perhaps frequently attendants at public wor-
ship. Z.'99-203 R2512:4 

------------------------------ 
(Joh 17:15-17 KJV) “I pray not that thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.  
(16)  They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of the world.  (17)  Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
 
R3552 "I PRAY FOR THEM"--John 17:15-
26…. Notwithstanding the great array of 
Christian nations and Christian sects, the 
Lord "knoweth them that are his;" and in 
harmony with this prayer he has not during 
the age separated his people from the world, 
but left them in the world, merely separating 
them so far as the heart is concerned--"I 
pray not that thou shouldst take them out of 
the world, but that thou shouldst keep them 
from the evil." We are not to say that the 
evil is good, we are not to say that the world 
has become saintly; it is still evil. Christen-
dom is practically in the same condition to-
day that Judaism was in when it crucified 
the Lord and persecuted his followers.  

Then the chief sect of the Jews called 
themselves God's holy people (the meaning 
of the word Pharisee), and the whole nation 
stood on a plane of outward morality which 
the Lord declared was in his sight a farce. 
He called the leaders whited sepulchers, 
inwardly full of corruption. He told them 
that while they washed the outside of the 
cup they left it filthy within; that while they 
made broad their phylacteries and prayed in 
public, in their hearts they were far from a 
condition of holiness or love--so far that 
they would be willing to wrongfully take a 
home from a poor widow if the outward 
forms of the law permitted and if the trans-
action would not bring too much reproach. 
(Matt. 23:14,23-28.) It is much the same to-
day; there is an outward gloss or veneer that 
in many cases is hypocritical, an outward 
form of worship, a drawing near with the 
lips while the heart is far from him, busy 
with fashion and dress and pleasure and 
money-making idolatries, if not with grosser 
sins.  

Our Lord prayed that his true followers 
might be kept by heavenly power free from 
such conditions--out of sympathy with 
them, not of them. And we believe this has 
been true all down throughout this Gospel 
age. We believe that the Lord's prayer has 
been fulfilled, and that his scattered little 
flock, the branches of the true vine, have 
flourished in heart, spiritually, keeping up a 
separate life entirely from the nominal sys-
tem, which is only a part of the world. We 
believe that the same is true to-day, and that 
these in the world but not of it are now, in 
the harvest time, being called out of Baby-
lon, "Come out of her, my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her sins and receive not of 
her plagues." But as the entire number of 
Israelites who returned from Babylon when 
the opportunity offered was only about 
50,000, so we may expect here that the Lord 
has so arranged matters respecting the popu-
larity of error and the unpopularity of the 
Truth, that the number ready and glad to 
forsake all to follow the Truth and the right 
will be few.  

"SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH 
THY TRUTH" 

The prayer, continuing, points out two 
things-- first, how the Lord's followers will 
be kept, and, secondly, why they will be 
kept. (1) They will be kept because they are 
not of the world, because they have taken a 
positive stand on the Lord's side, because 
they have reckonedly died to the world and 
sin and been begotten again of the holy 
Spirit to newness of life. (2) They will be 
kept in the world, but not of it, by the power 
of the Truth in their hearts. The Truth will 
sanctify or separate them. Not any truth, not 
all truth, but the Truth --the Truth of the 
divine revelation respecting the divine char-
acter and the divine plan, and their relation-
ship to these. Summing this all up the Lord 
declares, "My Word is Truth"--the Truth 
which only sanctifies and separates my dis-
ciples from the world…  

"IT SATISFIES MY LONGINGS AS 
NOTHING ELSE CAN DO" 

The Truth has a sanctifying power in 
the heart because it fills the longings of the 
heart. Every heart has talents and appeals 
which demand operation, activity. Some-
thing must be supplied to meet the hunger-
ings and thirstings of these various talents 
and qualities of the mind. If the exceeding 
great and precious promises of the divine 
Word be not received into the heart to satis-
fy its cravings or longings, it will feed upon 
other things; and the world, the flesh and 
the devil are all crowding upon it, offering 
various attractions, some of which will be 
received if the heart be not filled and kept 
filled. Thus our Lord's parable represents a 
heart swept and garnished, with the devil 
cast out, and then that heart, still empty, is 
represented as being re-entered by seven 
devils…  

Have we love for righteousness? We 
cannot hope to find it in the world, nor hope 
to establish it here under present conditions. 
We are obliged to admit that nothing short 
of God's promised Kingdom can establish 
righteousness; hence our hearts, as Noah's 
dove, return to the Lord as the center and 
fountain of righteousness. Have we a desire 
for peace and joy? Our past experience in 
the world convinces us that, while the whole 
world is seeking for happiness, it has not 
found it. We who have found the Lord have 
found the secret of happiness.” 
 
(Psa 119:54 KJV) “Thy statutes have been 
my songs in the house of my pilgrimage.” 

 
PILGRIMS AND STRANGERS 

(Heb 13:14 KJV) “Here have we no contin-
uing city, but we seek one to come.” 

 
R2230 “God’s people during the Jewish 
dispensation as well as during the Gospel 
dispensation are spoken of as "pilgrims and 
strangers" in the "present evil world." They 
are such, because they have heard of "a 
better country," whose ruler is God, and 
whose law is love—"the perfect law of lib-
erty." To such pilgrims the strife for wealth 
and vain glory, the pride, haughtiness and 

tinsel that everywhere prevail now, are dis-
tasteful; while the battle for wealth or posi-
tion, especially when it leads to unright-
eousness, oppression, slander, envy, strife 
and every evil work, is repulsive. Having 
obtained a glimpse of the perfection of di-
vine character with its absoluteness of jus-
tice and love, it has become their ideal: and 
they have heard "the voice of him that 
speaketh from heaven," instructing them 
that sin and evil shall not always prevail, 
but that the God of heaven by and by shall 
set up his Kingdom which will renovate and 
bless the world of mankind, and bring in 
everlasting righteousness. Since they have 
heard this, and the more they learn to appre-
ciate it, the more, necessarily, they are out 
of harmony with the contrary conditions of 
the present time. Hence it is that they feel 
themselves, and are portrayed in the Scrip-
tures as being, pilgrims and strangers who 
seek the fairer clime of the coming age.” 
 
R5413 “THE END OF THE AGE A 
PERILOUS TIME "In the last days perilous 
times shall come; men shall be traitors, 
heady,...lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God." -- 2 Timothy 3:4...  

The warning given by the Apostle is 
that, instead of the world's being Christian-
ized and converted to God at this time, the 
reverse condition will prevail. It will be a 
time of great peril -- peril to the Lord's peo-
ple -- peril for those who have started out to 
follow Christ. However, it will not be so 
much a perilous time for the world.  

The only ones who are on trial for life 
or death are those who have been released 
from the Adamic condemnation. To these 
the time described by St. Paul will be one of 
severe testing. The whole course of the 
world will be turned aside from the high 
standard that might have been expected. 
Men will be traitors. As long as it will be of 
advantage to them to perform a contract 
they will do so; when not advantageous they 
will not fulfil the contract. It will be a time 
when every man's hand will be lifted against 
his neighbor. Selfishness will be rampant. 
Each will do what will be to his own inter-
est, regardless of obligation. There will be 
manifest headiness and selfishness and self-
conceit. Men will be "lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God." This condition is 
to be a sign of the end of the Age. 

Every thoughtful person must perceive 
that this condition of things is prevailing 
now… 

WORLDLY SPIRIT IN SOME  
OF THE CONSECRATED 

These conditions of our day make it a 
perilous time for the Church. Do you ask, 
Would not the Church, on the contrary, be 
more than ever led to love God? And would 
this not guard them and keep them from 
danger? We answer that some of God's peo-
ple are becoming more and more immersed 
in the world. The spirit of the world surges 
all around them. With great difficulty could 
these come to realize that the whole world is 
astray in their ideas and ways. The tendency 
of all such is to have the mind of the world, 



even though they be spirit-begotten.  
This worldly spirit, the Apostle sug-

gests, would affect the Church to some ex-
tent. Consequently some of the Lord's peo-
ple would thus come into special peril at 
this time, because of neglecting their Cove-
nant with the Lord. Others would remember 
that Covenant, and watch and pray, and so 
make good progress. Those who are living 
close to the Lord are, for this reason, devel-
oping in mind and heart. But these are few.  

The Great Company class, while still 
loving the Lord, are becoming immersed in 
the spirit of the world. Even those who are 

living nearest to the Divine standard will be 
more or less imperiled through this spirit, 
unless they continue diligent in prayer and 
the study of God's Word. What we see go-
ing on about us seems natural to our minds. 
The way in which other people spend time 
and money is a temptation to the Lord's 
people which must be steadfastly resisted...  

The Lord's people spend and are being 
spent in His service…” 
 
R3199 “If we are faithful in this service we 
have no time, nor have we the disposition, 
to give heed either to false doctrines or to 

other themes which have no bearing on the 
one thing to which we have solemnly dedi-
cated our lives. Our time is not our own if 
we have consecrated all to God; and conse-
quently, we have none to spare for the in-
vestigation of fanciful false theories, built 
upon other foundations than that laid down 
in the Scriptures; nor have we time to de-
vote to the ideas and pursuits which engross 
the world's attention, many of which are 
harmless in themselves, but would be harm-
ful to us if we were to allow them to occupy 
consecrated time and to divert our attention 
from the one thing we ought to be doing.”  

------------------------------ 

R2510 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006) 

WHO MAY BE COWORKERS 
SEPT. 3.--EZRA 3:10TO 4:5.  

"The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are."--1 Cor. 3:17.  
 
ABOUT FOUR months must have been required for the return 

of the captives from Babylon to Palestine, for later Ezra, with a 
smaller company, required that length of time. (Ezra 7:9.) Arriving 
at their destination about July or August, probably the first steps 
were to provide at least temporary homes amid the ruins of Jerusa-
lem and the small towns in that vicinity. But as it was a religious 
motive which prompted their return--faith in God and his promises--
we find, as we might reasonably expect, that very speedily after their 
arrival the public worship of Jehovah was begun--probably about 
the beginning of their "new year," October.-Verse 6.  

Evidently the Lord's hand was with them, and it was of his 
providential guidance that their first work, in connection with the 
restoration of the Temple and its divinely appointed services, was 
the building of the altar. This will at once appeal to the intelligent 
Christian as an illustration of the truth so forcefully set forth in the 
Scriptures, that all approach to God, all reconciliation, all at-one-
ment with him, must be by and through the great sacrifice for sins 
which Israel's altar typically represented. Vain are all the approaches 
to God which recognize not as their basis the sin-offering which 
God himself provided--the "ransom for all."--1 Tim. 2:6.  

The site of the Temple was Mount Moriah, and one of the most 
prominent spots on that mount is supposed to have been the site of 
the altar. This place selected for the altar, under divine guidance, is 
believed to have been the same spot upon which Abraham offered 
his son, Isaac, the type of Christ, and received him again as from the 
dead in a figure, the Lord providing as his representative, upon the 
same spot, the ram caught in a neighboring thicket.--Gen. 22:3-13; 
Heb. 11:17-19.  

It is supposed that this same spot was subsequently the thresh-
ing-floor of Araunah, where David offered the acceptable sacrifice 
to the Lord which stayed the plague. (2 Sam. 24:21-25.) The 
Mosque of Omar now occupies the site of the ancient Temple built 
by Solomon; and the Mohammedans, who have great respect for the 
holy places, have left the site of the ancient altar exposed to view, 
protecting it with a railing. The visitor may there see to-day the very 
spot on which thousands of typical sin-offerings were sacrificed, the 
base of the various altars which were erected from time to time. It is 
of solid rock, and has a rather distinct groove or trench about it, 
which probably conducted the blood of the slain animals to what 
seems to be a natural drain or sewer by which the blood flowed in 
the direction of the Valley of Jehoshaphat--the valley of graves.  

As we viewed this historic rock some years ago, and thought of 
the thousands of beasts slain there as types of the great ransom sacri-
fice, and noted the natural passageway by which the blood was car-
ried off, our thoughts reverted to the Lamb of God, the great sacri-
fice for sins, and how the life which he laid down became a fountain 
or stream of life, not only for the dead of Israel, but all who died in 
Adam. The flow of blood toward the valley of graves seems to speak 
symbolically of life for the dead, secured through our dear Redeem-
er's sacrifice. But we remember that not only the bullock of the sin-
offering was slain at this altar, but as well the goat of the sin-
offering was slain there: not only the blood of the typical bullock, 
but also the blood of the typical goat, then, must have passed 
through that natural channel or drain; and this reminds us of how the 
Church, as members of the body of Christ, are during this age filling 
up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ, sacrificing even 
unto death--for we know that, as the bullock represented the great 
High Priest, our Lord, so the goat represented the under-priests, the 

Church which is his body.* (Col. 1:24; Rom. 8:17.) And, as we have 
already seen, all the members of the body of Christ, the Church, 
must finish their course and lay down their lives, before the great 
work of this Atonement Day, the Gospel age, will be accomplished, 
and the healing and life-giving stream reaches the dead world with 
blessings and opportunities of eternal life.  

The beginning of the offering of sacrifices in connection with 
the Feast of Tabernacles, at the beginning of their "new year" (in the 
seventh month of their civil year), was a time of special rejoicing 
with the Israelites --it was always the most joyous season, but on 
this occasion the return from Babylon and recent evidences of re-
turning divine favor added to its joys. And immediately the work of 
repairing the Temple was decided upon. They had brought certain 
gifts from the Israelites still remaining in Babylonia, and these were 
added to from the means of those who had returned, and the sum 
thus accumulated gives good evidence of the zeal of all concerned. 
As nearly as we may be able to judge, the total value of the gold and 
silver donated would amount to about $400,000. (Ezra 2:68,69.) It 
would appear that this sum was of three parts of about equal propor-
tions, one-third contributed by those who remained in Babylonia, 
one-third by the few wealthy of the returned Israelites, and one-third 
contributed by the mass of the people, about $3 each.-- Nehemiah 
7:71,72.  

We have never considered it proper to solicit money for the 
Lord's cause, after the common custom; and yet we are thoroughly 
convinced that there is a great blessing in giving, and that those who 
do not learn to give deprive themselves of a great spiritual grace, 
and endanger their spiritual prosperity, if not their spiritual life it-
self. But the giving, to be acceptable in the Lord's sight, must be 
voluntary--free-will offerings --"not of constraint." Accordingly, it is 
our judgment that money raised by the various begging devices in 
the name of our Lord is offensive, unacceptable to him, and does not 
bring his blessing either upon the givers or the work accomplished. 
"The Lord loveth a cheerful [willing] giver." He seeketh such to 
worship him as worship and serve in spirit and in truth. --2 Cor. 9:7; 
John 4:23,24.  

Full of zeal for the Lord's cause, the people celebrated the cor-
ner-stone laying of the new Temple with great eclat. One of the 
special features of their worship was praise, and we think it safe to 
say that singing the Lord's praise has been amongst the greatest 
blessings and privileges of worship enjoyed by the largest number of 
the Lord's people throughout this Gospel age also. The power to 
praise God in song has been conferred upon man only of all earthly 
creatures, and how appropriate that he should use this power to 
praise the King of kings!  

If those Israelites, the house of servants, returning from their 
bondage, and remembering the covenant promises of God to them, 
had cause for singing and shouting Jehovah's praise, much more 
have we, who belong to the house of sons, great cause to tell abroad 
the great things which the Lord hath done for us. We were all serv-
ants of sin once, under the bondage of sin, ignorance, superstition 
and death, but God, through the great Cyrus, has permitted us to go 
free. Appropriately, therefore, our first step should be to recognize 
the sacrifice of the altar, and then to offer praise to him who hath 
called us out of darkness into his marvelous light, for "He hath put a 
new song into our mouths, even the loving kindness of our God."  

The Apostle assures us that, however appropriate, inspiring and 

                                                 
*
 See Tabernacle Shadows of Better Sacrifices 



refreshing are the songs of our lips, still more appropriate and still 
more appreciated of the Lord are our heart-songs, the joy and rejoic-
ing of the new nature--"singing and making melody in our hearts 
unto the Lord." (Eph. 5:19.) And this joy and singing in the heart, 
this heart-thankfulness to the giver of all good, necessarily finds 
expression, not only in Christian carols, but also in all the acts and 
words of life--all of which constitute the hymn of praise and thanks-
giving continually ascending before God from his people.  

"My life flows on in endless song, 
Above earth's lamentation; 

I catch the sweet not far-off hymn 
That hails a new creation. 

Through all the tumult and the strife 
I hear the music ringing; 

It finds an echo in my soul; 
How can I keep from singing!" 

We read, "They sang one to another in praising and giving 
thanks to the Lord, saying, For he is good, for his mercy endureth 
forever toward Israel." (Rev. Ver.) This is considered by some to be 
an indication of the Lord's will respecting Christian worship--that it 
should be done by choirs instead of by the congregation, and that it 
should be in the nature of solos and choruses. There can be no doubt 
whatever that selected and trained choirs can render better music 
than can the general average of Christians. Nor can we doubt that 
this would be particularly true of the time mentioned in our lesson, 
when musical and other education was very deficient, and when the 
most that the majority of people could do was to "make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord." But two things in this connection should be 
kept in mind:--  

(1) That so far as the Christian Church is concerned, the Lord 
has left her entirely without restrictions in such matters--to praise 
the Lord with heart and voice, according to her love and zeal and 
judgment. It is not, therefore, for one to judge another respecting the 
use of his love, zeal and judgment in offering the Lord worship in 
songs of praise, whether with instrumental accompaniment or with-
out: it is for each individual and each church to exercise the liberty 
which the Lord has granted. However, we do urge that all remember 
that it is not the excellence of our music that will make it acceptable 
to our Lord. For we may well suppose that the harmonies of the 
heavenly choirs quite outmeasure the best efforts of earthly choirs, 
and hence could not hope that the Lord will receive our songs of 
praise because of their intrinsic merit. Their acceptance at all will be 
because they are expressions of the heart sentiments; and this being 
true all who have heart sentiments of thankfulness and gratitude 
should be encouraged to make "a joyful noise unto the Lord," as 
acceptable and pleasing to him through the merit of our Redeemer.  

"Let all his children sing 
Glad songs of praise to God! 

The children of the heavenly King 
Should tell their joys abroad." 

(2) It should be remembered that fleshly Israel was typical, and 
that their priests and Levites, selected for the offering of sacrifice 
and for the offering of praise, typified the Church, the "royal priest-
hood," and household of faith. We are to remember, too, that their 
songs of praise typified the songs and melodies of our hearts. From 
this standpoint we see that the setting apart of a special choir of 
Levites for praise would not be in any sense of the word a sanction 
or command for the selection of trained choirs, separate and distinct 
from the congregation of the Lord's people: indeed, it would quite 
contradict the common practice of hiring unbelievers to do church 
singing. None can offer acceptable praise to God except those who 
are of the priestly tribe,--"the household of faith."  

Amongst those who were present at the laying of the founda-
tion stone at the rebuilding of the Temple were some who probably 
as small children could dimly recollect the glorious Temple of Sol-
omon, and who now, returning from seventy years' captivity, were 
eighty or more years old. These wept as they contrasted the glorious 
things of the past with the small beginnings before them. Doubtless 
there was a great contrast, and yet quite probably distance and 
childhood's eyes lent an enchanted glory to their recollection of the 
former things. But their cries were drowned with the rejoicing of 
hope, and this was well. So with Christians who have gotten free 
from Babylon, and who are seeking by the Lord's grace to build their 
faith again on the old foundation laid by Christ and the apostles at 
the beginning of this age--they are apt to think backward to the 
blessings and privileges of the early Church, and to weep and sigh 
for those by-gone blessings. It is well that we should highly esteem 
the favors of God manifested in the primitive Church, its simplicity 
of worship and purity of faith and apostolic privileges, to the intent 
that these may stand before our minds as ideals in the work of re-

constructing our faith and hope and love upon the old foundation; 
but it would be quite improper for us to give way to weeping at such 
moments; rather should the necessities and exigencies of our time 
lead us to energy and the thought of divine favor in our deliverance 
from Babylon, lead us to rejoice and to sing the new song which the 
Lord has put into our mouths, even his loving kindness.  

"The people of the land" were of mixed nationality, placed as 
colonists in that portion of the country of Palestine previously occu-
pied by the ten tribes. This colonizing of mixed peoples was in pur-
suance of the general policy of the Assyrian and Chaldean empires, 
of removing captives from their native soil to new homes, thus 
breaking the ties of the fatherland, destroying patriotic feelings, that 
by these means the sympathies and interests of the people might be 
the more readily attracted to and united with the one central gov-
ernment at Babylon.  

These "people of the land" (subsequently known as Samaritans) 
were disposed to be friendly to the returned Israelites, and proffered 
their aid in the building of the Temple, but their assistance was re-
fused, the Israelites realizing that if these "strangers" were permitted 
to share in the work of constructing the Temple they could with 
propriety claim a share also in the character of the worship which 
would be established therein, and they foresaw that it would open 
the door to laxity in religious matters, and perhaps to the old idola-
try, on account of which the Lord had so severely chastised them. 
Their course in this matter has been freely criticised as "narrow" and 
ungenerous, by those who have not rightly appreciated the situation. 
We are to remember that God's covenants were exclusively to the 
seed of Abraham, and not to other peoples, who were known as 
Gentiles.  

As an illustration of this exclusiveness, and a proof of its pro-
priety, we note the fact that our Lord did not preach to others than 
the seed of Abraham, saying to his disciples, "Go not into the way of 
the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; but go 
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." And of himself he 
said, "I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel."--
Matt. 10:5; 15:24.  

It would be well for those of Spiritual Israel who are now re-
turning from captivity in the various provinces of "Babylon the 
Great" to remember this lesson. They find mixed peoples ready to 
express more or less of sympathy with them, and to offer more or 
less of cooperation in the reestablishment of the true worship of God 
in its primitive simplicity. The natural inclination would be to accept 
such proffered assistance, and to call every such assistant a "broth-
er," and to accept and use not only the labor but the gold proffered, 
regardless of the fact that it comes not from true Israelites. Indeed, 
the general tendency of our time is not only to be willing to accept 
the money and other aid of worldly people in the Lord's service, but 
to beg for it, and to scheme to get it by every device conceivable,-- 
fairs, suppers, subscriptions, collections, etc., etc. The tendency in 
every case must be to bring in a foreign and unsanctified influence, 
and to do great injury to the true Israelites. This indeed may be said 
to be one of the chief troubles with nominal Protestantism to-day. 
Zion is full of "strange children," and their voice and influence pre-
dominate in the business affairs of the churches, in the doctrines, 
etc., etc. The true Israelites in comparison are but as a little flock of 
sheep amongst many goats and some wolves.  

When "the people of the land" found that their money and ser-
vices were not acceptable, and that they could have neither part nor 
lot in the construction of the Lord's house, it offended them and 
made them enemies; and from that time onward they persistently 
opposed the work of the Israelites. So it will be with Spiritual Israel; 
{1}those who conscientiously live separate from the world in spiritu-
al matters, and recognize as brethren in Christ only those who con-
fess to circumcision of the heart and adoption into God's family, will 
find themselves opposed by moralists, liberalists and higher critics, 
as well as by the masses, who hate the light, because it condemns 
their darkness--doctrinal and otherwise. Nevertheless, this is the 
only good and safe course to pursue. Better far is it that only true 
Israelites should be recognized as brethren, and thus the wheat be 
separated from the tares.  

{2}Some one has well said:--"The Christian in the world is like 
a ship in the ocean. The ship is safe in the ocean so long as the 
ocean is not in the ship." One of the great difficulties with Christian-
ity to-day is that it has admitted the strangers, the "people of the 
land," and recognized them as Christians. It does injury, not only to 

                                                 
{1}

 Sept 15 Manna, 2 Cor. 6:17 
{2}

 Aug.3 Manna, Ezra 10:11  



the Christians, by lowering their standards (for the average will be 
considered the standard), but it also injures the "strangers," by caus-
ing many of them to believe themselves thoroughly safe, and need-
ing no conversion, because they are outwardly respectable, and per-
haps frequently attendants at public worship. It lowers the standard 
of doctrine also, because the minister who realizes that at least three-
fourths of his congregation would be repelled by the presentation of 
strong meat of truth, withholds the same, and permits those who 
need the strong meat, and could appreciate and use it to advantage, 
to grow weak, to starve. Furthermore, the worldly spirit and the 
fuller treasury have attracted "strangers" into the professed ministry 
of the Gospel, many of whom know not the Lord, neither his Word, 
and who consequently are thoroughly unprepared to feed the true 
sheep, were they ever so well disposed.  

The lesson in connection with the building of the Temple, the 

Lord's Church, "which temple ye are," is that worldly persons, 
worldly methods and worldly aid and wisdom are to be rejected. As 
all the living stones are to be polished, fitted and prepared under the 
eye and direction of the great master-builder, the Lord, so all the 
servants, all the ministers of the truth, engaging in this work, are to 
be, so far as we have to do with the matter, such only as manifest a 
circumcision of heart, and thus show themselves to be Israelites 
indeed. Much and serious has been the injury done to the Lord's 
cause by the selection of workmen whose chief recommendation has 
been that they had some ability as public speakers, a good address. 
Rather let us remember that none may engage in this work as true 
Israelites unless they be in full accord with the Master-builder, and 
by their ability in rightly dividing the Word of truth show them-
selves to be workmen that need not to be ashamed.--1 Pet. 2:5,9; 1 
Cor. 3:17; 2 Tim. 2:15.  

------------------------------
R3393 “A GOOD KING'S ERROR --
2CHRONICLES 19:1-11… Golden Text:--
"Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be 
with the good."  

JEHOSHAPHAT is noted as one of the 
best kings in the history of Judah. He was 
the son of Asa, of our last lesson. He had 
been reigning twenty years at the time of the 
events narrated in this lesson. He was a still 
more vigorous reformer than his father Asa, 
his record being that he utterly destroyed all 
the groves where idolatry was practised, the 
implication being that his father had permit-
ted some of them to remain. Additionally he 
established the true religion throughout his 
kingdom, and evidently was zealous for 
righteousness in every sense of the word. 
The record certainly shows his reign in the 
most favorable light.  

He got into error through ambition. He 
made a marriage alliance for his son with 
the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel of the ten-
tribe kingdom--Israel. Doubtless his ambi-
tion was that ultimately through this union 
the two nations might become again united 
as one under his son. Alas! how many good 
men and good women have been injured by 
ambition and expediency. How many par-
ents think more of the earthly prospects of 
their children than of their real happiness 
and spiritual prosperity. However good and 
noble and well intentioned such parents may 
be, their course in such matters indicates 
lack of faith in God or lack of submission to 
his will, without the realization that his 
arrangements faithfully carried out will 
mean greater blessing than any other.  

ALLIANCES WITH EVIL  
DANGEROUS 

The ambition which led to the inter-
marrying with the royal family of Israel led 
also to fellowship and sociability between 
the two royal families, and the effect, as 
might have been expected, was an evil one. 
"Evil communications corrupt good man-
ners," says the Apostle. A son once asked 
his mother why she did not permit him to 
play with certain boys of the neighborhood. 
She replied that she feared their influence 
over him would be for evil. He inquired 
why she should not expect that his good 
example would influence these neighbor 
boys rather than that their example would 
influence him unfavorably. By way of illus-
trating her thought, she requested her son to 
bring her a tumbler full of clean water and a 
bottle of ink and a pen. When he had 
brought these she asked him to put a drop of 
the ink into the tumbler of water. He did so, 
and she asked him to notice the clouded 
effect that even a drop of the ink produced; 
and then suggested that he put one drop of 

the water into the ink bottle and note how 
little change would be manifested. The les-
son is a good one: there is a corrupting 
power in evil, a downward tendency to 
which nothing in righteousness corre-
sponds, and reversely.  

The lesson to us is that we need to 
"keep ourselves unspotted from the world," 
and, more than this, to seek divine aid in so 
doing--to appropriate to ourselves the in-
structions and encouragements, the reproofs 
and exhortations of God's Word. A little 
leaven of sin can affect a whole community; 
it has a power of self-development in fallen 
human nature that righteousness does not 
possess...  

The sociability between the king of Ju-
dah and the king of Israel led the former to 
visit the latter, and on such an occasion the 
host proposed that he would attempt to 
retake from the king of Syria a certain city 
that had once belonged to Israel. He re-
quested his guest, the king of Judah, to ac-
company him to the battle, which was evi-
dently expected to be a victory. Out of cour-
tesy, and from his desire to cultivate the 
friendship of Ahab, Jehoshaphat yielded and 
accompanied him, the result being a disas-
trous battle from which the king of Judah 
barely escaped. The Lord, through the 
prophet Jehu, sent him a message on his 
return from the battle, saying, "Shouldst 
thou help the ungodly and love them that 
hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon 
thee"--indicated by his ignominious return 
without any evidence of divine favor espe-
cially promised to the kings of Judah so 
long as they were in harmony with God.  

BE YE SEPARATE, SAITH  
THE LORD 

This whole matter teaches an important 
lesson for the Lord's people: it is for us to 
seek first the Lord's will in every matter and 
to leave to him the direction of our affairs 
and interests. We should be specially on 
guard against associations with the ungodly-
-against fellowships, matrimonial alliances, 
etc., as between them and ourselves and 
families. We are not to wonder so much that 
one of the best kings of Judah should com-
mit such an error, but we do wonder that 
members of the Royal Priesthood, begotten 
of the holy Spirit, could ever be so negligent 
of their relationship to the Lord and respon-
sibility to him and to their children, that 
they should to any extent follow the course 
of Jehoshaphat; and yet we well know that 
those who thus attempt to take the guidance 
of their own affairs and the affairs of their 
children into their own hands, and hence to 
ignore the Lord in the matter, are a consid-
erable number. As we grow in grace and in 

knowledge, and sometimes profit by our 
mistakes, we should be more and more free 
from them and therefore more and more 
pleasing to the Lord.  

The Lord's instruction to the new crea-
tion is that we should not only love right-
eousness, but hate iniquity; we should not 
only love and fellowship with all who are 
the Lord's people, but we should strictly 
avoid the fellowship of those who are not 
his people, who are enemies of righteous-
ness. This does not mean that we are to hate 
the wicked, but that, hating the wickedness, 
we will avoid any fellowship with those 
who are in sympathy with it, realizing that 
they are either blinded to the right or en-
snared and influenced by the Adversary. 
What fellowship hath light with darkness, 
truth with error, righteousness with sin? Let 
all who love righteousness depart from in-
iquity: "Be ye clean that bear the vessels of 
the Lord's house."  

While thus reproving Jehoshaphat, the 
Lord graciously mentioned his approval of 
his course in destroying the idolatrous ar-
rangements and the tendency of the king's 
heart to seek the Lord. Evidently the experi-
ence was a profitable one and led Jehosha-
phat to still greater zeal for righteousness, 
for he went out amongst the people, either 
personally or through heralds and represent-
atives, and effected a religious revival, 
bringing the people back to a higher appre-
ciation of the Lord and observance of his 
statutes. Evidently the king had a very high 
sense of justice and honor, as indicated by 
his judicial appointments in all the cities of 
his kingdom. His message to the judges, 
"Take heed what ye do: for ye judge not for 
man, but for the Lord, who is with you in 
the judgment. Wherefore, let the fear of the 
Lord be upon you; take heed and do it: for 
there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, 
nor respect of persons nor taking of gifts." 
These are grand sentiments, worthy of a 
saint of this Gospel age! Surely such a king 
would be a blessing to any people because 
of his approximation to the divine ideal of 
righteousness…  

The closing words of the lesson consti-
tute our Golden Text--"Deal courageously, 
and the Lord shall be with the good." We 
commend these words to the Lord's faithful 
people. Whoever has a duty to perform let 
him not fear, and while seeking to do un-
pleasant tasks in a kindly manner, both just-
ly and lovingly, let us fear not man, but 
rather fear the Lord and be intent on pleas-
ing him. May the words of our mouths as 
well as the meditations of our hearts be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength 
and our Redeemer!  

------------------------------ 


