August 25
We know that, when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him: for we shall see Him
as He is. 1 John 3:2
LET the hope that we shall soon expe-
rience our resurrection change, and be made
like our dear Redeemer, and see Him as He

PROMISED THE DIVINE NATURE,
IMORTALITY

(2 Pet 1:4 KJV) "Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises: that
by these ye might be partakers of the divine
nature..."

(1 Cor 2:9-10 KJV) "But as it is written, Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love
him. {10} But God hath revealed them unto
us by his Spirit..."

(Rom 6:5 KJV) "For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death, we shall
be also in the likeness of his resurrection:"

(Rev 20:6 KJV) "Blessed and holy is he that
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years."

(1 Pet 1:3-12 KJV) "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac-
cording to his abundant mercy hath begotten
us again unto a lively hope by the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, {4} To an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for
you, {5} Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time... {9} Receiving the
end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls. {10} Of which salvation the prophets
have inquired and searched diligently, who
prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you: {11} Searching what, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was
in them did signify, when it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory
that should follow. {12} Unto whom it was
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister the things, which are
now reported unto you... which things the
angels desire to look into."

RAISED FROM THE
DUNGHILL

(1 Sam 2:8 KJV) "He raiseth up the poor
out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar
from the dunghill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne
of glory..."

(Rev 3:21 KJV) "To him that overcometh
will | grant to sit with me in my throne,
even as | also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne."

(Phil 2:13 KJV) "...1t is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure."”

R5854 “All the powers of Heaven are en-
listed on our behalf. Our God has led us
thus far in the willing and the doing of His

is, and share His glory in the great "epipha-
nia," or shining forth of the sons of God in
the glory of the Kingdom, enthuse us--let
this energize our hearts, loose our lips, and
strengthen us for every duty, privilege and
opportunity--to serve our Master and the
household of faith. If this hope has been an

good pleasure, and He will continue thus to
lead and help us and work in us by His
Word of Truth, if we continue to give heed
to His counsel...
THE MARVELOUS GRACE
OF GOD!

This is a wonderful work, a marvelous
transformation! Selected from a race of
bondslaves of sin, beings of a fleshly nature,
depraved, death-stricken, sin-cursed, we are
lifted out of the miry clay; we are washed,
cleansed, from our pollution, our soiled rags
of unrighteousness, and a new nature has
been begun in us. Then our earthward ten-
dencies are gradually bent Heavenward. We
are transformed day by day, rising up, UP,
until, our resurrection completed, the work
of transformation fully accomplished, we
are exalted to heights unimaginable-- pass-
ing the nature and rank of angels, of cheru-
bim, of seraphim, and every name that is
named, and seated upon Messiah's Throne,
beside the Infinite Son of God, partakers of
His glorious nature--the nature of Jehovah
Himself--the Divine nature!

Can mortal man conceive so marvelous
a glory? The very thought of such a Calling
should cause us to bow our hearts in the
dust before our God, realizing our great
unworthiness of such stupendous grace--of
bliss so transcendent! What can we render
unto the Lord that can fittingly demonstrate
our gratitude, our thankfulness, for so un-
speakable a favor? Surely, the most faithful
service we can give is but a very feeble
return to Him who has so loved us, so
blessed us, so honored us!

We are joint-heirs with the Lord of
Glory to this wonderful inheritance, if only
we are faithful unto death and keep our
garments white. To us "old things have
passed away, and all things have become
new." As old creatures we had no standing
with God; we were feeding on the beggarly
elements of the world. We were dead in
trespasses and in sins. It is only as New
Creatures that we have any standing, that
we can please God, that we can work for
Him. It is this New Creature that the Apos-
tle is addressing in our text.

OUR GREAT RESPONSIBILITY

As we have made a consecration of
ourselves to God, our sins are all under the
blood, and the new life has begun in us. We
are under a solemn contract to see that the
work of transformation steadily progresses.
When the Father accepted our offering and
our vows to Him, and granted us His Holy
Spirit, He did not give us the full consum-
mation of our hopes, but merely an “earnest
of our inheritance." Our agreement was to
be dead to the world, dead to earthly things,
and alive toward God. It is therefore for
each of us to demonstrate in our words, in
our actions, in our thoughts, that everything
in this contract is bona fide on our part --
that we meant every word of it. When we
become children of God, our one ambition
should be to prove our loyalty to God, our
loyalty to our Covenant of Sacrifice. Was it
not so with our Lord Jesus?...

anchor to the Lord's people for so many
centuries, how much more does it mean to
us who are living now in the very time of
His presence, waiting for His "apokalup-
sis"--His revealing in the glory of the King-
dom! Z.'03-151R3193:6

OUR COVENANT IDENTICAL
WITH CHRIST'S...

His Word to us is, "My grace is suffi-
cient for thee; for My strength is made per-
fect in weakness." ("2 Corinthians 12:9°.)
All the children of God who are true to their
covenant are working out their salvation
from day to day. It is a work of sacrifice, a
daily work of crucifixion of the flesh. From
the beginning of our consecrated life we are
reckoned as being fully “crucified with Chr-
ist"; but the actual crucifixion is a slow,
painful, lingering process, and ends only
with the completion of our sacrifice in
death.

"Gather my saints together unto Me,
those who have made a covenant with Me
by sacrifice,” is the command of Jehovah.
("Psalm 50:5°.) To what extent are we per-
forming this work of sacrifice in ourselves?
And to what extent are we seeking to assist
in the work of gathering the saints of God
unto Him? Are we faithful to the extent of
our ability and opportunity? Are we sure
that we are careful to note the opportunities,
great or small, that are within our reach? If
we do not see our opportunities, the Lord
will use another to do the work that might
have been ours; and we shall lose the bless-
ing and the reward of the service that we
might have rendered. How careful, then, we
should be!..

"It is God who worketh in you," dec-
lares the Apostle Paul. We did not begin
this work ourselves. It would never have
occurred to us, uninvited, to endeavor to
obtain a share in the glory, honor and im-
mortality of the Lord Jesus. It would have
been the height of presumption for us so to
do without an express invitation. It is God
who planned the whole matter. He has been
working in us by His promises, by His prov-
idences in our daily experiences, and by all
the instructions, warnings and counsels of
His Word, and we rejoice in this...

We are assured by the Apostle Paul
that "He who has begun the good work in us
will complete it, unto the Day of Jesus Chr-
ist." The only condition is our own faith-
fulness. God will never fail. "We are His
workmanship." He is really doing the work.
We are submitting ourselves that God may
work in us both to will and to do of His
good pleasure. He is the great Master
Workman. Thus the work of grace goes on
in our hearts and lives, making us ready for
the exalted position to which we are called.
And it is only if we are negligent of these
great privileges granted to us that God will
take them from us and give them to others.

Those who are constructing a fine
building need special power to accomplish
the work -- to hoist the great steel frames,
the blocks of stone, the brick, etc. Now
God purposes to furnish the power by which
we may accomplish the work on our charac-
ter-building, this wonderful structure we are
setting up. But the Lord will not accom-
plish this great work in us unless we dili-
gently cooperate with Him. He gave us the
calling, the inspiration, and furnishes all the



necessary assistance day by day; so we are
to persevere in the building of this character
which is essential and which He purposes
shall be in all those whom He will make
joint-heirs with His Son.
"DO ALL THINGS WITHOUT
MURMURINGS"

In following in the footsteps of our
Lord Jesus, we are not to murmur by the
way, finding fault with its difficulties and its
narrowness; nor are we to dispute how or
where we are to be led, nor to seek to have
any other way than that which Divine prov-
idence marks out for us, realizing and trust-
ing that the Lord knows exactly what expe-
riences are necessary to our development in
the character-likeness of Christ. We should
realize also that if obedience were possible
while our mouths are full of complaints and
dissatisfaction with the Lord and with our
lot, which He has permitted, it would indi-
cate that we are out of sympathy with the
spirit of His arrangement.

Such an obedience, if it were possible--
and it is not -- would not meet the Divine
approval nor gain us the prize. Hence, as the
Apostle exhorts, we should "do all things
without murmurings and disputings, that we

may be the sons of God without rebuke in
the midst of a crooked and perverse genera-
tion, among whom we shine as lights in the
world, holding forth the Word of Life."
HOW WE ARE TO FEAR
AND TREMBLE

In the expression of our text -- "Work
out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling"... One called to a position of great
responsibility will sometimes say after-
wards, "l accepted that position with fear
and trembling.” He would not mean that he
actually quaked with fear; but this is an
expression used to indicate that one feels the
need of great carefulness -- that he realizes
his great responsibility and his liability to
fail to meet all the requirements without the
most earnest attention...

Just so when we read this Scripture, we
are not to think that we should tremble with
fear before our God; but we believe the
Apostle's thought to be that in this great
work that we have undertaken--of walking
in the footsteps of Jesus that we may attain
the prize of our High Calling -- so much
depends upon our faithfulness, our dili-
gence. We have not undertaken a light
thing. Itis a very heavy responsibility. Our

[Hymn 193]
HEAVENLY ASPIRATIONS

eternal interests are in the balance -- the
issue of life or death. Those who win the
prize will be heirs of God to the highest
honors and glories which have ever been
offered--to a glory and honor beyond human
power to imagine! We believe that no such
offer will ever again be made.

The Son of God holds the position
next to Jehovah, and can never have but one
Bride. Surely, then, there is need that we
work out our salvation with fear and trem-
bling -- with great carefulness, with great
earnestness, in respect to everything in con-
nection with it! We should be keenly ap-
preciative of the fact that it is the most won-
derful thing in all the Universe of God! We
believe that if we do not make our calling
and election sure and win in this fight with-
in a very brief time now, the opportunity
will be gone forever. No amount of wailing
and gnashing of teeth will then avail. When
the door is shut, it will never open again.
Like Esau, those who fail will find "no
place for repentance,” though they seek it
"carefully with tears.” The glorious birth-
right will have slipped from their grasp
forever.”

"Now let our souls on wings sublime
Rise from the trivial cares of time,
Draw back the parting vail, and see
The glories of eternity.

The joys of time, of little worth,
Would not confine our thoughts to earth;
Why grasp at transitory toys,

So near to heav'n's eternal joys?

Shall aught beguile us on the road,
The narrow way that leads to God?
Or can we love earth's ties so well,
As not to long with God to dwell?

Lord, we would grasp the joys divine,
Find present joy in works of thine,
And press along the narrow way
That leads to realms of endless day."

R3191 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0)
"LOOKING FOR THAT BLESSED HOPE"

"1 will come again and receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may be also."--John 14:3.

WHAT joyful hopes, what exuberant anticipations, cluster
around this promise, in the hearts of the Lord's faithful! In a few
words it sums up all the good things that God hath in reservation for
them that love him. But not all mankind have such feelings in re-
spect to this subject;--not all are aware of the gracious blessings held
in store for the world, awaiting that auspicious time for their disse-
mination; and not all mankind are in such a condition of mind and
heart as to be able, with joy, to anticipate meeting the Lord. We can
readily surmise that not only a large proportion of nominal Chris-
tendom, but a comparatively large proportion of true Christians, are
not living in that attitude of heart and daily life which would permit
them to anticipate this meeting with sentiments of pleasure.

Not only do false doctrines hinder a joyful anticipation of this
great event, but sin, likewise, hinders such joyful anticipation, in-
duces shame and fear,-- knowing that even those conditions of heart
which may be hidden from fellow-servants cannot be hidden from
the Master. We pray with the prophet, "Cleanse thou me from secret
faults, keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins," and to
the extent that this is the desire of our hearts, and the effort of our
lives,--to the extent that the testimony of God's Word dwells in us
rightly, and enables us to recognize the lengths and breadths of di-
vine love and compassion covering unintentional shortcomings,--to
this extent the Lord's faithful ones are able to rejoice in this promise,
and to look forward with joy not only to the meeting with the Lord,
but also to their abiding everlastingly in his presence and compa-
nionship. But to all others --to all who are not living up to their pri-
vileges as children of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ their
Lord,--to all who are not seeking to walk circumspectly in the foot-

steps of Jesus, the words of the text come bringing only a measure
of joy, a measure of hope, and not an exuberant overflow.
THEY KNEW NOT AND RECEIVED HIM NOT

Looking back to the harvest of the Jewish age, we readily
perceive that the difficulty in the way of God's ancient people--the
direct cause of their stumbling --lay in their failure to appreciate the
fact that the coming of Messiah, for which they had so long waited
and prayed, was a compound event, having its beginning in their day
in the advent of Jesus in the flesh, and having its consummation
now, in our day, in the advent of Jesus, a spirit being in glory. The
prophecies do not clearly distinguish between the sufferings of Chr-
ist and the glory to follow; and it is not for us to blame unduly the
poor Jews for seeing with hope and joy the ultimate blessings which
Messiah would bring, and overlooking the trials, sufferings and
death which must necessarily precede the glory. The Apostle assures
us of their expectant attitude; saying, "Unto which promise our
twelve tribes, instantly serving God, hope to come."-- Acts 26:7.

We inquire, Why were they permitted to stumble through the
misconception of the prophecies? Why was it not explained to them
clearly and definitely that the Messiah should first come as a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief, to be a sin-offering for the sins of
the whole world; and that subsequently he would come as the King
of Glory to deliver and bless the possession purchased with his own
precious blood? We answer, Because the Lord did not wish to draw
all Israel into the Gospel Church. He wished to draw only a certain
special class; hence, as the Prophet foretold, he spoke unto the
people in parables and dark sayings, that hearing they might hear
and not understand, and seeing they might see and yet not believe--



lest they should receive Jesus, lest they should accept him as their
King. God's dealings in this matter would be inscrutable, unjust,
unloving, unfair, were the ordinary conception of his plan the cor-
rect one;--if, for instance, all those who rejected Jesus were to be
sent to eternal torment.

But we have already seen that this was not a part of the divine
plan, and that while only the elect class of Israel received the Lord,
or were able to appreciate him and to accept his invitation, the re-
mainder of that people were merely blinded, and that, as the Apostle
tells us, for a time only,--until the elect class should be completed by
selections from the Gentiles also, and then divine favor shall return
to them, and all Israel shall be saved from that blindness which there
came upon them. The eyes of their understanding shall be opened,
and the Lord in glory, speaking to them at his second advent, will no
longer hide his meaning under parables and dark sayings, but, on the
contrary, shall cause the knowledge of the Lord to fill the whole
earth, so that no man will need say unto his neighbor, Know the
Lord--because all shall know him, from the least of them unto the
greatest of them. --Jer. 31:34.

If such were God's dealings with the natural Israelites --if the
matter of the sufferings and glory of Messiah, and the relationship of
these two features of his coming were hidden from natural Israel,
how has it been with nominal spiritual Israel?--with those who from
amongst the Gentiles have to some extent accepted God and Christ?
Has this subject of the manifestation of Messiah been clearly dis-
cerned by nominal Christendom throughout this Gospel age? We
answer, No; although the blindness to the subject is from a some-
what different standpoint. The Jews through their traditions were
blinded to the sufferings of Christ, and looked only for the glorious
empire which he would establish for the blessing of the world; while
Christians, generally, see matters only from the reverse standpoint--
see merely the first advent of Christ, its sufferings, the redemptive
work, and fail to discern the Kingdom and the blessing of all the
families of the earth, which are to result from its establishment at the
second coming of our Lord.

What is the source of this error, this blindness to the facts so
clearly enunciated in prophecy, that the Apostle could declare that
the times of restitution which shall come at the second coming of
our Lord, had been "spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets
since the world began"? Why do not Christians see this? We answer,
Because they are blinded in the same sense that the Jews are
blinded, although with a different form of blindness. But as the
"Israelite indeed" amongst the Jews was not suffered to be blinded
on the subject, but was clearly instructed by the Lord, guided into
the truth, so that all the wheat of that nation were brought to a know-
ledge of Messiah, and only the chaffy element failed to discern him;
so now, amongst the wheat and tares of this Gospel age we find the
Scriptures clearly teaching that all who are of the wheat class will
have the light of life; and all who are of the tare class will, just as
surely, be left to grope and stumble in darkness, as did their proto-
type in the end of the Jewish age. Why? For the very same reason.
Because the Lord is still seeking not for masses; not for numbers;
but for peculiar characters--for those who are in heart-harmony with
him;--for the pure in heart, in motive, in intention--the honest, the
sincere. These will as surely be guided by the Lord into a knowledge
and appreciation of the second advent of Messiah and of the King-
dom glories, as were those of the similar class in the end of the Jew-
ish age--even though, as in the case of Saul of Tarsus, it should be
necessary to strike them down in the way with some exhibition, or
demonstration, of the truth.

THE HIDDEN MYSTERY

There is a secret connected with this subject which the Apostle
repeatedly calls the "Mystery" of God (Rom. 16:25,26; Eph. 3:9;
5:32; Col. 1:26; Rev. 10:7). This mystery, as he explains, relates to
the Gospel Church;--the peculiar relationship between the Gospel
Church and its Head and Lord is not intended to be understood by
the world or by the nominal Christian nor by even the true Christian
who is not in a proper attitude of heart and fully consecrated to the
Lord.

When we catch a glimpse of this "mystery" it explains the
whole situation. It shows us that from the divine standpoint, the
promised Messiah, the Deliverer of the world from the bondage of

sin and death --the Restorer, the great Prophet, Priest and King,
whose Millennial reign as "the seed of Abraham" is to bring blessing
to all the families of the earth--is not our Lord Jesus alone, but also
with him, and under him as its Head, the entire Church of God--the
faithful in Christ Jesus--the "little flock,” whom God is selecting
from amongst men during this Gospel age, --these, unitedly, are the
Christ, the Messiah which God promised and is providing for the
deliverance of the world.

Grasping this "mystery," it shows us that the first advent of
Christ--in the flesh--for the suffering of death--has been in progress
for nearly nineteen centuries. First came "the Lord Jesus, the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,"” who was the fore-
runner; none could precede him, all who would be associated must
be followers and under his control and direction, for he is the "Head
over all, God blessed forever." (Rom. 9:5.) He learned certain les-
sons which would qualify him to be the great High Priest for the
world, as the Apostle declares, "Wherefore in all things it behooved
him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon-
ciliation for the sins of the people.” --Heb. 2:17.

Additionally, through the sacrifice of himself, this Chief of a
Royal Priesthood bought the world, thus making possible the restitu-
tion of as many as will in due time receive the blessing of God at his
hands, and at the same time making possible the invitation of some
of them, some of the redeemed, to become joint-heirs with himself
in his Kingdom. But if it was necessary that the Head of the priest-
hood should be tested in all points, and should learn obedience by
the things he suffered, it was certainly not less necessary that all
who would be members of the Kingdom class with him, after being
redeemed by his precious blood, should be exercised, tried, tested,
proven--"made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light." So
how plain it is, that the Head having been manifested in the flesh,
seen of men, testified of angels, etc., all the members of his body
should likewise be manifested in the flesh; because, as the Apostle
declares,--"As he was, so are we in this world." --1 John 4:17.

Looked at from this standpoint, we see that the first advent of
Christ--in the flesh--has been a gradual one, covering a period of
nearly nineteen centuries. We see that the Master has acknowledged
these members of his body, made them his ambassadors, and
through them has borne witness to the world, and in their sufferings
he has suffered; for, as the Apostle declares, "We fill up that which
is behind of the afflictions of Christ." (Col. 1:24.) The Apostle Peter
declares, that the prophets “spake of the sufferings of Christ [which,
as we have seen, have extended over a period of nearly nineteen
centuries] and of the glory that should follow"--as soon as the suffer-
ings are completed. (1 Pet. 4:13.) The sufferings evidently did not
end at Calvary, else the glory would have begun long ago. The
words of our text are in full harmony with this; for the Master ad-
dressed not the world, but this very class, his brethren, his Church,
the members of his body, "you." His declaration implies that when
all of this "you" class shall have been found, tested, tried and ap-
proved--when the elect company shall be complete, the Head, who
meantime passed into glory, will reappear to be then and ever after-
ward associated with the members of his body in glory--"in power
and great glory"--a spiritual company. And for what purpose?

We answer that God is "the same yesterday, today and forev-
er'; and his plan is an unchangeable one; hence, all this preparation
of the Messiah, Head and body members, is part and parcel of the
original plan. This implies that when this great Messiah, Head and
body, changed and glorified, no longer in the flesh, but in the spirit,
no longer of human nature, but of divine nature, shall be complete,--
then shall come the time in which all the gracious promises of an-
cient times shall have fulfilment,--"times of restitution." Then
Israel's blindness shall be turned away, and the blindness of the Gen-
tiles also; for is it not written that "all the blind eyes shall see out of
obscurity™" and "all the deaf ears be unstopped,” and that Satan, the
god of this world, shall be bound, and deceive the nations no more?
The Apostle declares that he has blinded the world; and doubtless
Satan supposes that he is interfering with the divine plan; but be-
hold, as the mists clear away, we perceive that the Almighty has
made use of his unwitting servant, to keep secret the mystery which
he did not intend should be understood except by the faithful, until



the great day of revealing. Then the whole world, released from its
bondage of ignorance, superstition and blindness, shall be again
made to see, and assuredly many will shout for joy, "Glory to God in
the highest,"--giving thanks for the gracious plan of God in which
they will be participators, and which will be carried out through the
agency of the glorified royal priesthood of which our Lord is the
Head and Chief and Redeemer.
ERRORS BECLOUD TRUTHS

False doctrines have beclouded this subject of the second com-
ing of the Lord in the minds of many. (1) First came the wrong
thought that the Church in its present condition, in the flesh, was to
accomplish the promise of God made to Abraham,--to bless Israel
and all the families of the earth. How false this conception! It is true
that some blessing has followed the promulgation of the Gospel,
even when sadly mixed with the traditions of men; it is true also that
a measure of civilization and enlightenment has followed in the
wake of the testimony of Jesus, even when uttered through imperfect
lips and in distorted form; but this is not the blessing which God has
promised; this is not the "restitution of all things spoken by the
mouth of all the holy prophets.” In no sense of the word is it the
blessing of all the families of the earth. At no time has even this
measure of blessing reached more than a tithe of the living genera-
tions and nations --to say nothing of the generations of all nations
which have passed into the great prison house of death. What a
shortsighted interpretation it is that could apply to the Church in its
condition of humiliation, of the past nineteen centuries, all those
glorious promises of power and glory and majesty, and earth-filling
knowledge, and victory over evil, sin and ignorance, and Satan; and
the blessing and uplifting of all mankind; --so clearly stated by all
the holy prophets since the world began!

(2) Another false doctrine which has helped to becloud the
minds of many is the theory that those who die do not die, but are,
on the contrary, when dead, more alive than ever before--that they
merely seem to die--that in reality they are in the moment of dying
clothed upon with immortality, and as spirit beings, pass into an
eternity of either bliss or torment. This unscriptural teaching makes
void the Scriptural promise of a resurrection of the dead by claiming
that none are dead; and it makes void also the lesson of our text and
hundreds of others like it; for why should those who believe such
things have any interest in such a promise as this text presents--"I
will come again and receive you unto myself"?

In proportion as the doctrine of the second coming of Christ,
and the resurrection of the dead then to take place, have been lost
sight of from either of the above causes, in that same proportion
blindness and darkness and lack of spiritual life have surely resulted.
By the lack of spiritual life we do not mean lack of excitement, "re-
vivals," "vanity fairs," “"church work," etc.; but we do mean lack of
piety, lack of deep Christian experience, lack of the fruits of the
spirit and the joys thereof. And be it noted now, that those Christians
who hold this hope of the second coming even though bound with
various false doctrines, receive a blessing from it that is not fully
counteracted by the false traditions of men which they have wrongly
associated with it. Indeed, this must be true in respect to every fea-
ture of divine truth;-- every item of it has its power as a sanctifying
medium, as explained in our dear Redeemer's prayer--"Sanctify
them through thy truth, thy Word is truth.” Whoever has even one
item of truth to nine items of error, has to the extent of that one item,
a sanctifying power; whoever has five parts of truth and five parts of
error has a considerable measure of sanctifying power; and whoever,
by the grace of God, can get rid of all the error, will have the tenfold
power of the truth working in him to will and to do God's good plea-
sure--sanctifying him.

These ten various points of truth are not alike powerful either,
and amongst them all we know of none which has greater purifying
influence than this one referred to in our text--"that blessed hope"--
the appearing of our glorious Lord.

THIS HOPE PURIFIETH

"He who hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure." (1 John 3:3.) He who has not this hope in him may purify
himself in some measure from other motives, but is not at all likely
to be purified to the same degree as he would be purified by this

hope. Indeed we may be sure, on the other hand, that none but the
pure in heart can honestly and truly entertain this hope; to the im-
pure of heart it must rather be a dreadful thought that, shortly, he
who can read the very thoughts and intents of the heart will be
present; and that all shall appear before him--that all shall be open
and naked before his sight. The illiterate and uncultured and morally
impure would feel sadly out of place if found in the midst of the
pure, the noble, the refined, even for an evening; much more would
the matter be distressful to them if the prospects were that they must
be thus associated forever. And so it is with the immoral and impure
of heart in respect to the second coming of our Lord, and the pros-
pect that all the pure in heart shall be there with him,--the impure
cannot covet a place in such a gathering, nor could they rejoice in
the hope of such a companionship. Indeed the thought of such asso-
ciations everlastingly would to such be unendurable.

When we speak of the pure in heart who alone can rejoice in
this promise, we are not to be understood as meaning perfect men
and women according to the flesh, in every word and act acceptable
to the Lord. We have God's own assurance that there are none such--
"There is none righteous, no not one"--all come short of the glory of
God, the majority very far short. But the Lord knoweth our frame,
he remembereth that we are dust, that we were born in sin and sha-
pen in iniquity, that all the children's teeth were set on edge by the
sour grapes of sin of which our first parents partook. Those who
rejoice in the promise of our text were “children of wrath even as
others," and the difference now is that they have been reckonedly
justified--their sins are covered by the merit of the great redemptive
sacrifice, they have a new standing with the Lord as "new crea-
tures"--not sinners, but friends--accepted in the Beloved; accepted
not according to the flesh and its imperfections, but according to the
new mind, the new heart, and its new divine aspirations and endea-
Vors.

FEW KNOW OF OUR LORD'S PAROUSIA

Let us, dear brethren, keep well before our minds the Master's
promised return, and now in the time of his "parousia” (invisible
presence), let it have its full weight and influence upon our every
word and act; yea, upon our very thoughts. *Let the hope that we
shall soon experience our resurrection change, and be made like our
dear Redeemer, and see him as he is, and share his glory in the great
"epiphania," or shining forth of the Sons of God in the glory of the
Kingdom, enthuse us;--let this energize our hearts, loose our lips,
and strengthen us for every duty, privilege and opportunity--to serve
our Master and the household of faith. If this hope has been an anc-
hor to the Lord's people for so many centuries, how much more does
it mean to us who are living now in the very time of his presence,
waiting for his "apokalupsis"--his revealing in the glory of the
Kingdom!

It is only in accordance with what we have seen respecting the
heavenly Father's dealings in the past, that we now perceive that
there are various matters connected with our Lord's second advent
which are inscrutable to the natural man, and can only be perceived
by the faithful, and that under the guidance of the spirit in the under-
standing of the Word. As we saw previously that the Jews failed to
grasp the facts connected with our Lord's presence at the first advent
--except those who were Israelites indeed, and they but a handful in
comparison with the nation,--so here, may we not expect that even
amongst those who today are hoping for the Master's return, only a
comparative remnant, a handful, will be in such a condition of heart
as to permit them to discern clearly and distinctly the manner of the
second advent? The presence of our Lord, invisible to men, is for the
gathering of the wheat into his barn and the tares for burning; and,
subsequently, the manifestation of the complete Christ, Head and
members, in the glory of the Kingdom, as the Sun of Righteousness
will be for the healing and blessing and restoring of all mankind
then willing to accept the blessings of the Lord on the terms of righ-
teousness.

1 Aug. 25 Manna, 1 John 3:2






