December 11
My son, give Me thine heart, and let
thine eyes observe My ways. Proverbs 23:26
THE heart, the will, thus given over to
God, seeks to know the divine will, to catch
the divine thought and to obey it in word

R4812 "Man looketh on the outward ap-
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the
heart."—1 Samuel 16:7...

A lesson that all should learn is in re-
spect to the power of the will and the neces-
sitv for havina a positive or strona will
rightly directed—a will to do right. Kina
Hezekiah had a strona will, or heart. The
secret of his success lav in the fact that he
was not double-minded. but with his whole
heart sought to do right—to do the Lord's
will. ..

A mistake made by many well-meaning
people is the keeping back of a part of their
heart for themselves. If we give the Lord
nine-tenths of our heart and our will and
reserve one-tenth, in the furthest recesses, it
will but weaken and blemish our character,
our lives our success in Divine service. We
will find ourselves making paths for selfish-
ness and sin, from the unconsecrated, far-
thest corners, all over the consecrated nine-
tenths. Properly, the Lord could not accept
such a consecration under his call, "My son,
give me thine heart.”

R3702 “GIFTS TO OUR KING --
MATTHEW 2:1-12-- Golden Text:--"My
son, give me thine heart."--Prov. 23:26...

OUR lesson is concerning the wise
men of the East, who came seeking the new-
born Jesus, the King of the Jews, with pre-
sents of myrrh, frankincense and gold, and
doubtless we shall be able to gather from
this incident some valuable suggestions
respecting our obligations to the great Mes-
siah, and the propriety of renewing these
and increasing them now at the beginning of
another year...

MYRRH, FRANKINCENSE
AND GOLD

God chose as messengers of his good
tidings not only wise men but reverential
men, men of faith; and his choice of these
messengers from the east to arouse the peo-
ple of Judea and Jerusalem and to be heralds
of the great King was not an exception to
the rule. Although heathen men, in the sense
of not being of the nation with which God
had thus far dealt and to whom he had thus
far confined his gracious promises, they
were, nevertheless, good men, reverential
men, who delighted to know of the coming
blessing of peace on earth and good will
amongst men through whatever channel or
nationality the Lord should be pleased to
find his representative and messenger...

When they found the Savior they were
nothing daunted by the fact that his home
surroundings were of the humbler sort. They
worshiped him in three senses of the word:
(1) They fell before him, prostrated them-
selves, thus physically expressing their rev-
erence. (2) They worshiped him in their
hearts and with the tongue gave expression
to their rejoicing and confidence. (3) They
opened their treasure-box and presented to
him three gifts appropriate to royalty: the
myrrh representing submission, frankin-
cense representing praise, gold representing
obedience.

and in act; and in proportion as this condi-
tion of the new mind is attained, in that
same proportion will there begin to be a
newness of life in every respect--in ambi-
tions, hopes, sentiments and efforts. It is for
this reason that the revelation of the divine

"PRESENT YOUR BODIES LIVING
SACRIFICES, HOLY, ACCEPTABLE
UNTO GOD, YOUR
REASONABLE SERVICE"

The reverent spirit of these noble hea-
then men who had so little light, so little
knowledge respecting the great Messiah and
his work, will bring to our cheeks the blush
of shame as we reflect that, favored with
still brighter light to guide us to the Lamb of
God... What manner of oblation should we
pour at the feet of him who loved us and
bought us with his precious blood?... Have
we offered our myrrh? Have we shown a
willingness for service even to the extent of
bitterness, a joy to honor the King to the
extent of suffering with him? Have we wor-
shiped him in heart, not with an outward
form of godliness without the power--in
other words, have we offered him the frank-
incense of heart adoration, appreciation, and
gratitude?

Have we laid at his feet our earthly
substance--our gold? Have we realized that
all that we have and all that we are are of-
ferings far too small to be worthy of ac-
ceptance by the great King Immanuel? Is
this our present attitude? and will it be our
attitude through coming days even until the
end of the present pilgrimage?

The Apostle's words, "Present your
bodies living sacrifices, holy and acceptable
unto God, your reasonable service," apply
not only to the primary consecration of our
hearts to the Lord, but are, as the Scriptures
express it, a covenant of sacrifice, an
agreement to die daily to self and to be alive
daily more and more in the Lord's service,
to glorify him in our bodies and spirits
which are his. If this has not been our atti-
tude in the past shall it not be our future
course? Shall we not in any event continue
to grow in knowledge, to grow in love, in
service, in worship and in the privilege of
laying our little all at the feet of him who is
our gracious heavenly King, whose King-
dom is so soon to be established and who
has invited us to sit with him in his throne,
to share his glory, to be participants as spir-
itual Israel in the great work of pouring out
blessings upon the world of mankind, every
kindred, people, nation and tongue?

"MY SON, GIVE ME THINE HEART"

Our Golden Text is well worthy of our
remembrance here. It is not applicable to
sinners, who are not sons in any sense of the
word. There is a message to sinners, name-
ly, a call to repentance, to the forsaking of
sin and to the acceptance of the justification
secured by the precious blood. But it is only
to those who have repented of sin and who
are seeking to live a repentant life and so far
as possible to make restitution for wrongs of
the past, and who are trusting to the pre-
cious blood of Christ--reconciled to God
through the death of his Son--it is to these
that this Golden Text is applicable, "My
son, give me thine heart."

When we give our hearts it includes all
that we have and are in the highest and no-
blest and fullest sense--that which was illus-
trated by the three gifts of the wise men is

will and plan is furnished to believers-- that
by growing in the knowledge of it, by think-
ing on these things, by filling the mind with
the divine plan and will, the transforming
influence may extend into every avenue of
life.

all represented in this brief statement, "Give
me thine heart." Whoever gives his heart to
the Lord fully and unreservedly, gives his
body, gives his worship and reverence and
praise, and gives his earthly treasure, time,
talents, influence, money--all--to be used in
joyful service for the glory of the King.”

R5702 “THE FATHER'S WISE COUNSEL
"My son, give Me thine heart, and let thine
eyes observe My ways."--Proverbs 23:26...

Only by continued loyalty and obedi-
ence can sonship be maintained. ..

We are to hold back nothing. We must
yield full allegiance to the arrangements
which God has made for our salvation. Our
hearts must be brought into this attitude of
full consecration, and held there. To those
who in loyalty of heart meet all these rea-
sonable requirements of the Lord He says,
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give
thee a crown of life."--Rev. 2:10...

Those who give their hearts to the Lord
are exhorted further to observe His ways.
What does this mean?... We see in the
Lord's ways illustrations of His character--
His Wisdom, His Justice, His Love, His
Power. We note these qualities of His char-
acter by observing His ways; and they call
forth our admiration and reverence...

GOD'S WAYS AS SEEN
IN HIS WORD...

It is not the mere reading of the Bible
that is helpful to the Lord's people, but with
it the renewing and strengthening power
working in us to will and to do His good
pleasure.”

Dec. 21 Manna “Who is worthy? "Rev. 5:2°

LET us, dearly beloved, as we realize
that thus far God has counted us worthy to
look upon the scroll of His plan which has
been unsealed for us by our blessed Lord
Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, prove
our worthiness to continue to look therein
and to read the wondrous things of His law,
by faithful obedience and loyalty to it in all
things. Let us not undervalue our great
privilege in being counted worthy to have
some part in the blessed ministry of reflect-
ing the light of divine Truth; let us prove
ourselves jewels of rarest value, diamonds
indeed, heartily receiving and beautifully
transmitting to others the light of Truth, and
faithfully enduring the severest pressure that
God may permit to come upon us...”

R4199 “THE SIN OF INGRATITUDE —
1 Sam. 12:1-25 -- Golden Text:— "Only
fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with
all your heart; for consider how great
things he hath done for you."...

It is well that we note the distinction
between the outward service and that of the
heart, the mind, the affections. Outward
service that does not spring from the heart
will soon wither away, whether under ad-
versity or prosperity. Hence the Lord always
appeals to our hearts, "Give me thine heart."”
(Prov. 23:26.) So long as our heart is loyal
to the Lord, it will control all of the prod-
ucts of life, because it will lead us to seek to



know the Lord's will in everything. This
will take us to the Lord in prayer. It will
take us to the Word for instruction, and it
will assist us in understanding the Word,
giving us more and more the spirit of a
sound mind...

He has led us out of darkness into his
marvelous light. He not only lifted our feet
from the horrible pit and the miry clay, but
he placed them upon the Rock, Christ Jesus;
yea, more! he has put a new song into our
mouths, even the loving kindness of our
God. He not only forgave our sins, but ac-
cepted us in Jesus, and invited us to joint-
heirship with Christ. He not only gave us
exceeding great and precious promises to
cheer our hearts in the wilderness journey,
but has in reservation for us things exceed-
ing great and precious, of which he has
given us a glimpse or foretaste through the
holy Spirit, an earnest of our inheritance.

Who that has gratitude of heart to the
Lord for these blessings, who that is appre-
ciative and thankful, would not be indeed
seeking to serve the Lord in truth with all
his heart! Who that is of this attitude of
mind would fail to remember the Lord's
Word and to seek divine assistance in com-
plying with its requirements, remembering
the statement, "If ye love me, keep my
commandments.” To such daily the com-
mandments of the Lord amplify, enlarge.
Daily he sees new forces, new meanings in
these commandments. If he be thankful, if
he be appreciative of the Lord's providence
toward him in the past, the depths of mean-
ing to God's commands would not be griev-
ous to him; but he will still rejoice to go on
day by day in sympathy with our Lord's
words, "I delight to do thy will, O my God;
Thy law is written in my heart." So it will
be with us. As the Apostle says, We shall do
his commandments, and they will not be
grievous unto us, and this will be the evi-
dence to us that we love God and that we
are loved of him, and being sealed, im-
pressed more and more by his Spirit, the
spirit of truth.—1 John 5:2,3...

Of course there is an alternative. Those
who do not enter into the Lord's service of a
truth, with all their heart, those who do not
continually and repeatedly consider how
great things God has done for them, those
who lack appreciation of his kindness and
are resentful of his arrangement and leading,
will be esteemed of him as wicked and as
unfit for the glorious things which he has in
reservation for the faithful.”

R4904 “THE ISSUES OF LIFE -- "Keep
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life."—Proverbs 4:23
ORIGINALLY man was created in
God's image and likeness. As a result of the
fall our hearts are not perfect, but are prone
to sin. The Lord invites us to give our
hearts, our affections, to Him: "My son,
give Me thine heart." (Prov. 23:26.) God has
provided the Channel whereby He can re-
store us to the relationship of sons, that
Channel being the Lord Jesus. After we
have accepted the Lord's proposition and
given Him our hearts, we become the Lord's
dear children, as the Apostle expresses
it. The next thing is to keep the heart in
loyalty, in full submission to the Divine
will. The necessity for thus keeping the
heart is manifest. Even though our hearts

are loyal to the Lord, yet we are surrounded
by adverse conditions. The world, the flesh
and the Devil are assailing our hearts, which
need, therefore, to be watched continual-
ly. As the Apostle says, "We have this
treasure in earthen vessels." (2 Cor. 4:7.)
We have these adverse tendencies, or condi-
tions, to deal with.

God is not judging His people merely
in respect to their flesh, in respect to the
deeds of life. These are more or less imper-
fect. He has so fixed the matter that the
result of that which springs from the heart,
for which the heart is responsible, is life or
death. If the issues are right, the result will
be life eternal. If the issues are wrong, the
result will be death, unworthiness of life. It
is not merely the issues of our conduct that
determine the everlasting result, life or
death, but the issues of our hearts. They not
only affect the present life, in the cleansing
or polluting of those with whom we come in
contact, but they determine or settle the
matter as to whether or not we shall have
life.

Thus the issues of the heart constitute
the decisive test. The statement does not say
that the antithesis of life is death; but the
question is, Shall we have life? We have
already been in death. We can have life only
through the appointed Channel, the Re-
deemer. If we accept the issue of life and
receive God's favor of life everlasting, we
avoid the other issue, death everlasting. Not
only is this question decided by the issue of
our hearts, but it is also true that those who
attain the condition of life during this Age
will attain either the glory of the divine
nature or membership in the “great compa-
ny." They will be either of the Royal Priest-
hood or the servants of this priest-
hood. Hence, a great deal depends upon the
issues of the heart. Therefore, we should
desire the things approved, the things of
God. We should seek to have the very best
achievable issue, or result, to attain to the
prize of our calling in Christ Jesus!

MUST ROOT OUT OF OUR HEARTS
ALL LOVE OF SIN

It is not sufficient that we acknowledge
sin in its various forms to be evil, and that
we resolve that we will strive against it
because it is under the Lord's ban; in addi-
tion to this we are to root out of our hearts
every longing, every desire for everything
not thoroughly approved by the Lord. Oh,
what a cleansing this would mean in the
hearts and lives, and especially in the
thoughts of many who have named the
name of Christ! Many who fail to note this
point find themselves continually beset with
temptations  because, while outwardly
avoiding gross immoralities, they secretly
harbor sympathies for things condemned,
desiring that they might have them, if only
they were not forbidden.

The more attention we give to this sub-
ject the more we will be convinced from our
own personal experiences of the truth of the
Scriptural declarations respecting the begin-
nings of sin as secret faults in the mind, the
heart; and the more we will appreciate the
statement of our text, "Keep thy heart
[mind, affections] with all diligence, for out
of it are the issues of life."

We are not to wonder that God has so
constituted us as to permit temptations to
come to our minds, nor are we to pray that

we may have no temptations; for if there
were no such presentations, no such tempta-
tions, there could be no victories on our
part, no overcoming of sin and of the Wick-
ed One. We know that for this very reason
we are now in the School of Christ; not that
we shall there be shielded from all tempta-
tion, but that we may learn of the great
Teacher how to meet the Tempter, and by
our Master's grace and help come off con-
querors, victors in the strife against sin. The
degree of our success in this conflict will
depend largely upon the keenness of our
faith and trust in the great Teacher. If we
have confidence in His wisdom, we will
follow closely His instructions and keep our
hearts, minds, with all diligence. Faith in the
Lord's wisdom and in His help in every time
of need is necessary to us in order that we
may be thoroughly obedient to Him; and
hence it is written, "This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith"; that
is, it will be by the exercise of faith and
the obedience which flows there from that
we will be enabled to come off conquerors
and "more than conquerors"” through Him
that loved us and gave Himself for us.—
1John 5:4; Rom. 8:37.

We are not to seek Divine aid far in
advance; as, for instance, to ask to be kept
throughout the year to come, or month to
come, or week to come; rather we ought to
know that if we have made a covenant with
the Lord and are His, He is near us at all
times, in every trial, in every temptation;
and that His assistance is ready to our use, if
we will butaccept it and act according-
ly. Hence our prayers should be for help in
the time of need, as well as general prayers
for the Lord's blessing and care for each
day.

The difficulty with many is that they
are looking for some great battles instead
of averting the great battles and keeping
their minds cleansed from secret faults. The
little battles, which are much more numer-
ous, are principally the ones in which we
gain the victories, with their ultimate re-
wards. "Greater is he that ruleth his own
spirit [mind, will] than he that taketh a
city."—Prov. 16:32.

Finally, the grand results of obedience
to this counsel of the Lord, the grand at-
tainment of those who have faithfully kept
their hearts with diligence, is expressed in
the words of the Psalmist, and may well be
the repeated, earnest prayer of all the sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus: "Cleanse Thou me from
secret faults....Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart, be accepta-
ble in Thy sight, O Lord, my Strength and
my Redeemer."—Psa. 19:13,14.”

R5359 "Those who show their loyalty in
fighting against the world, the flesh and the
Adversary, to the end, will be joint-heirs
with Christ, sharers in His Kingdom, execu-
tors of the Divine Program for the blessing
of the world of mankind...

They must be loyal to the core. They
must have demonstrated that they loved
righteousness and hated iniquity. We read,
"Thou hast loved righteousness and hated
iniquity; therefore God, even Thy God, hath
anointed Thee with the oil of gladness
above Thy fellows." (Hebrews 1:9.)”



R2890 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0)
FINISHING TOUCHES OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue,
if there be any praise, think on these things."--Phil. 4:8

MANKIND in general does too little thinking, and what it does
do is more or less along improper lines, and built upon false bases or
premises. Nevertheless, all will agree as respects human welfare,
there is a power in thought second to no other power in the universe.
Few, perhaps, realize to what extent this is true,--to what extent their
own happiness and well-being is dependent upon right thinking,--to
what extent whole communities and nations owe their happiness or
misery to their right or wrong thinking upon the important problems
of life. Words are a power in the world, but only in proportion as
they awaken thoughts and lead to actions; words, thoughts, deeds, is
the order. Truly did the wise man say, "As a man thinketh in his
heart so is he." (Prov. 23:7.) If he thinks justly, he will speak and act
justly; if his thoughts are selfish and ignoble, his words will be de-
ceitful and his conduct dishonest.

It is because the power of thought is to a considerable extent
recognized that it is appealed to on every hand. The teacher appeals
to it; the preacher appeals to it; the politician appeals to it; the finan-
cier appeals to it; the sociologist appeals to it; the thousands of pam-
phlets, books, newspapers and magazines published in every land
and in every tongue are all appealing to thought. Thought, indeed,
may be said to be the great engine which is moving the whole world
in its every department. The difficulty is that few are of logical and
discerning mind, the fall having affected every member of the hu-
man family has disordered our reasoning faculties; and charlatans
and demagogues and self-seekers very frequently take advantage of
the weak mental state of humanity to delude with sophistry, and thus
to hinder and obscure correct thinking and reasoning. Against the
great force and weight of selfishness in its every member does hu-
manity thus labor, as well as against the wiles of Satan; and it is not
surprising that generally it is misled and deceived, because added to
its incubus of false premises it must struggle also against its own
inertia, sluggishness and inaptitude.

The Lord, also appeals to the power of the mind through his
Word, and urges upon his people that they be "transformed by the
renewing of their minds."” (Rom. 12:2.) Indeed, it may be said that
the cultivation of the power of thought began with God's people, and
that so far as religious matters are concerned it has in no particular
degree gone from them. While heathen religions seek to restrain the
intellect and appeal chiefly to the passions, prejudices and fears, the
Lord, to the contrary, calls to his people, saying, "Come, let us rea-
son together.” (Isa. 1:18.) We are willing to admit that nominal
Christendom has not heeded the Lord's invitation to any great ex-
tent--that very largely nominal Christians avoid thought on religious
subjects, and especially avoid reasoning; but we hold that to the
extent they thus violate the divine arrangement they have not their
"senses exercised by reason of use," and are to be esteemed, at very
best, only babes in Christ. Heb. 5:13,14.

We are willing to agree also that thinking may be a very dan-
gerous matter in the absence of absolute knowledge upon which to
base and exercise our reasoning faculties; but the Lord has protected
his faithful along this line by providing us in his Word with the
proper basis for reasoning on all subjects involving our duty to our
Creator and to our fellow-creatures. The Scriptures lay down certain
broad lines, and invite God's people to reason within these lines of
revelation, and by reasoning thus to taste and see that the Lord is
gracious; and come to a clearer knowledge of him, a better under-
standing of his character and plan. Many who are awakened to inde-
pendent thinking are careless of the limitations of the divine revela-
tion, and consequently the influence of the divine Word upon them
is a mental liberty and enlightenment which, lacking the divine con-
trol, is very apt to go to the extreme of license, selfishness, self con-
ceit and infidelity. Wherever the Bible has gone it has been the torch
which has led civilization: millions have profited by its enlightening
influence, though only comparatively few walk close to its light and
within its prescribed limitations of reason and conduct; and these
few are the true Christians--the "wheat" of this age, "the first-fruits
unto God of his creatures,” which God is now harvesting.-- James
1:18.

THE CONTROL OF THOUGHT

Some are inclined to believe that since man's brain differs from
each other man's brain to some extent, therefore his thinking must
necessarily be different; in a word, that a man can only think in
harmony with his brain construction. But we reply, Not so; each

may learn to weigh and balance his own thoughts, to curb some and
to encourage others; but to do this each must have before him an
ideal of character, to be copied. Thoughts can be controlled just as
words and actions can be controlled: the will is at the helm, and
must decide which thoughts and sentiments it will entertain and
encourage, and which it will repel. It is necessary, therefore, first of
all for the will to be rightly directed, and secondly, to be strong, and
to use its power in the control of thought; --in curbing those
thoughts which it recognizes as evil, and in stimulating those which
it recognizes as good, helpful, beneficial. The will, in Scripture
called the "heart," is therefore continually appealed to by the Lord,
as he now seeks amongst men for his “peculiar people.” The mes-
sage is, "My son, give me thine heart"--thy will. This request is not
addressed to wilful sinners, for they are not recognized or addressed
as sons of God, but as children of the Evil One. Those whom God
recognizes as his sons are such as have been brought into harmony
with him through forgiveness of sins, by repentance and faith in
Christ Jesus, the Redeemer. It is to such that the Lord makes known
that if they would "go on to perfection"--to the full attainment of his
gracious purposes respecting them, the only proper course would be
to give their hearts, their wills, to him in consecration.

WThe heart, the will, thus given over to God, seeks to know
the divine will, to catch the divine thought and to obey it in word
and in act; and in proportion as this condition of the new mind is
attained, in that same proportion will there begin to be a newness of
life in every respect; in ambitions, hopes, sentiments, and efforts. It
is for this reason that the revelation of the divine will and plan is
furnished to believers --that by growing in the knowledge of it, by
thinking on these things, by filling the mind with the divine plan and
will, the transforming influence may extend into every avenue of
life.

OUR TEXT ADDRESSES THE SAINTS

A common mistake amongst people would be to address the
words of our text on the subject of right thinking to sinners, to evil-
doers and evil thinkers; but this is a mistake. The entire Epistle to
the Philippians is addressed to "All the saints in Christ Jesus which
are at Philippi” (1:1); and the exhortation is applicable to all the
saints everywhere, but not to others than saints--not to the worldly,
not even to the household of faith, until they have made a full con-
secration of themselves to the Lord. It would be useless to address
others along this line; the exhortation would be of no effect. Hence,
the exhortation of this lesson is not specially applicable to any but
the most advanced Christians--not even to the "babes in Christ," but
only to those who are somewhat matured in the new life. As for the
babes who are not developed new creatures, they will have their
attention very thoroughly occupied with the cruder elementary les-
sons, respecting the coarser sins which the new creature must abhor
and battle against. This text addresses those who have made consid-
erable progress along these lines of putting away "the filthiness of
the flesh and of the spirit"--those who are seeking to perfect holiness
in their hearts, and so far as possible also in their earthly bodies.-- 2
Cor. 7:1.

The context proves our assertion, for after speaking of prayer
and thanksgiving to God and the peace of God which passeth all
understanding, keeping their hearts and minds, the Apostle sums up
this advanced position of grace with the words of our text as the
finality or finish of the argument, and of the process of character-
development: "Finally, brethren."

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE TRUE"

This is the first question to be asked respecting any matter: Is it
true or is it false? If it is false the Lord's people are to have nothing
whatever to do with it,--no matter how beautiful. Love for the truth
lies at the very foundation of saintship, and we remember that the
Lord declares through the Apostle that those who will be rejected
and stumbled in this harvest time are such as "receive not the truth in
the love of it" (2 Thes. 2:10)--such as have pleasure in unrighteous-
ness (untruth). With our poor and at very best imperfect brains there
is great danger of our being misled, and hence the Word of the Lord
appeals to us with force that we should not even touch that which we
realize is untrue. This does not mean that we may not weigh and

{1 Dec. 11 Manna, Pro. 23:26



balance evidences to discern the truth from the untruth; but it does
mean that as soon as the truth is discovered it will be embraced and
acknowledged, and the untruth as vigorously disavowed and com-
pletely withdrawn from. To tamper with error after we see it to be
error, to "see how it would reason out, anyway," when we know the
matter is on a wrong basis, is to lay a trap for our spiritual feet, one
which frequently stumbles travelers on the way to Zion.

If we are following God's admonition through the Apostle, in
this text, it will mean an avoidance of fiction, of novels, of unreali-
ties. This, on the other hand, will mean an increased reverence for
whatsoever things are true, an increased devotion to them, an in-
crease of time for their study, and an increase of the spirit of truth in
our hearts as a result.

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE HONEST"

The truth of the thing is only one of the tests to which it must
be put. We may find a matter to be true and yet not find it to be wor-
thy of our thought, dishonorable. Who does not know that there are
dishonorable and dishonoring thoughts, the pondering of which not
only wastes valuable time, but instead of bringing a reward, a bless-
ing for the time spent upon them, entails a loss, a disadvantage, in
that it leaves a dishonorable stain in our minds, unworthy of us as
new creatures in Christ Jesus?

The true but dishonorable or unworthy things presenting them-
selves for our consideration at the bar of our minds are perhaps of-
tenest in connection --with others--the weaknesses, the errors, the
follies, or what not of our neighbors, of our friends. The entertaining
of these thoughts, the pondering of them, will be unfavorable to us,
and the sooner we discern the matter and dismiss them the better, the
happier, the more noble will be our own hearts. The dismission of
these unworthy thoughts will leave us the opportunity and the ener-
gy, if we will, to expend that much more time upon whatsoever
things are not only true but also honorable, worthy of our attention
as new creatures in Christ Jesus.

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE JUST"

Here we have another limitation. Our minds are to be occupied
in thinking about righteousness or just things, principles, etc.; we are
not to be continually meditating upon grievances and injustices,
either real or imagined. We are to remember, on the contrary, that
we are living in the period which the Scriptures denominate "the
present evil world," and that it could not be this if Justice prevailed
generally. We are to remember that hereunto we were called,--even
to endure injustice, for righteousness' sake;--to do good, to lay down
our lives in the service of the Lord and his Word, and yet to be evil-
spoken of and to be misunderstood and to have all manner of evil
said against us falsely for Christ's sake. We are, therefore, not to
think strange of the fiery trials that shall surely come upon all who
are of the Royal Priesthood; but rather, having settled this matter in
advance, when we made our consecration, we are to take it as it
comes, as a matter of course, not grieving over nor specially think-
ing about the trials, the injustices, etc. And thus doing we will have
the more time to give to thinking of the more helpful, the more
strengthening, the more elevating things--the things that are just, the
things that are in harmony with righteousness, respecting the past,
the present and the future, as promised in the Lord's Word.

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE PURE"

There is a vast amount of impurity everywhere throughout the
world. 2t, therefore, behooves the Lord's consecrated people to
follow the Apostle's injunction, and to carefully strain out the impu-
rities, and see that they do not enter into our hearts, our thoughts,
realizing that with them in the result will be to work our defilement,
to a greater or less degree. Whoever maintains purity of thought will
have comparatively little effort in maintaining purity of word and of
action. Whether the impurity come from one direction or another--
from the world or the flesh or the devil--its attack must first of all be
upon the mind; and if repelled there the victory is won: if not re-
pelled we cannot know what the consequences would be, as the
Apostle James declares: "Lust [selfish desire of any kind], when it
has conceived [in the mind] bringeth forth sin [develops sinful
words or deeds], and sin when it is finished bringeth forth death."--
Jas. 1:15.

No wonder, then, that the Apostle mentions the necessity for
our thoughts being guarded along the line of purity, and that if a
matter were ever so well established as a truth, and if it involved no
injustice, and even were not dishonorable, yet were impure, this
would be quite sufficient to condemn it as unworthy of the mind of
the Lord's consecrated people. Nor is it to be overlooked that any
smut or impurity entering into the mind may cause such a defilement
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as will give trouble in its complete eradication, not only at the time,
but for years afterward.
"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE LOVELY"

The saints are exhorted to be meek and peacemakers, but in or-
der to be thus they must have amiable thoughts, lovely and lovable
thoughts, kind thoughts, gentle thoughts. These in turn will gradual-
ly develop into graces of character. We are not to think upon sub-
jects gendering anger, hatred, strife, --vexatious thoughts, quarrel-
some thoughts, vindictive and contentious thoughts. These all are to
be shunned as enemies to the new creature, and instead we are to
think of the beautiful things, the amiable things, we may know re-
specting our neighbors, our friends; even though we be not able to
fully close our eyes against their injustices or evil deeds, we may at
least refuse to waste valuable time in thinking about their weakness-
es and thus cultivating unamiable, quarrelsome dispositions in our-
selves.

"WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OF GOOD REPORT"

It may be argued by some that since the world hateth the light
and the children of the light, and rejoiceth in iniquity and in getting
the advantage over others, therefore those things which would be
reputable with it would not be the holy things suitable to the
thoughts of God's people. But not so, we answer; the world does
recognize to a considerable extent a right standard, even though it
does not follow that standard, nor even pretend to do so-- even
though it hates those who it sees are endeavoring to walk up to that
standard; even though it calls the children of light hypocrites, and
crucifies them, as in the case of our Lord. It is policy and false reli-
gion that generally excite religious persecution. Nevertheless, if
anyone will follow the standard that is reputable, and think upon
those things he will find therein a blessing.

FOR THE VICTORS ARE THE REWARDS

Some may feel that if they thus sifted and tested and rejected
all the untrue, the unworthy, the unjust, the impure and the unamia-
ble thoughts presenting themselves, that they would have no topic
left whereon to engage their minds, and this we believe would be
true with a great many--their minds for a time would be quite vacant
of thoughts, if all the evil and improper ones were rejected, ban-
ished; but by the time they would be in this attitude they would have
such a "hunger and thirst after righteousness,” truth, things lovely,
things pure, things noble, that they would be in the right condition to
receive the very spiritual food which the Lord has provided for
them. There is one thing, and one thing only, which fully combines
all of the above propositions, and demonstrates itself to be the one
thing true, honorable, just, pure, lovely,--and that is, the divine char-
acter and plan. Let us think upon its various features. Let us study
the divine Word and behold through it, as a telescope, the beauty of
the divine character, the splendor of the divine plan, as revealed in
God's Word and plan...whose length and breadth and height and
depth no man can measure, and only the saints can comprehend by
the holy spirit, and that in proportion as they receive of the holy
spirit, the holy mind, the holy thoughts, replacing and displacing the
unholy thoughts and sentiments of the natural man. (Eph. 3:18.)
What a splendid premium the Lord thus places upon the study of his
Word in the esteem of all who are of the class addressed by the
Apostle in our text!

Such a ruling of the mind is a conquest; such a self-mastery is a
victory; the greatest victory that can be gained. As the Scriptures
declare, "He that ruleth his spirit [mind] is better than he that taketh
a city." (Prov. 16:32.) And the prescription given by the Apostle in
our text, for the mental health of the saints, is the very soul-
discipline necessary to our development in character, to the degree
pleasing to God and acceptable, through Christ Jesus our Lord. The-
se are the victors to whom will be granted a share in the Kingdom.
Ah, then, as the Apostle exhorts, "Let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin that doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author of our faith” until
he shall have become the finisher of it (Heb. 12:1,2); remembering
that he who is on our part, and who has engaged to help us and to
carry us through every difficulty, and to fully instruct us if we sub-
mit ourselves to him, and thus to "make us meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light," is Jesus, --who loved us and bought us with
his own precious blood.

Well do the Scriptures generally enforce the importance of
guarding the mind, the will, the heart, saying, "Keep thy heart with
all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life." Keeping it, to the
saints now called and in the race, means life more abundant, with
glory, honor and immortality. Neglecting it, refusing to exercise
self-control, means the permission of selfish desires to be conceived
in our brains, and to lead away from the Lord and his "narrow way"
on toward sin, on toward the wages of sin-- death--Second Death.





