December 13
Lay not this sin to their charge. Acts 7:60
HOW great a blessing it would be for all
spiritual Israelites to learn well this lesson;
viz., that if we accept the results of any mat-
ter as being good, and if we realized that we
were guided to those results by divine provi-

(Act 7:59-60 KJV) “And they stoned Ste-
phen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit. (60) And he kneeled
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay
not this sin to their charge. And when he had
said this, he fell asleep.”

R2109 “Stephen was courageous. Notwith-
standing the fact of his arrest, and that he
was on trial, and that if found guilty the
punishment would be death by stoning,
according to the law, Stephen was not
daunted. Instead of a look of fear and servil-
ity, or of anger, malice, hatred and defiance,
the record is that they beheld his face "as it
had been the face of an angel;"--a face
beaming with love, kindness, interest in
their welfare, desire to do them good, of
purity and holiness of motive, combined
with humble confidence in God and fear-
lessness of men. We believe that to a greater
or less extent this is the case with all who
receive the holy spirit, in proportion as they
progress in the knowledge, faith, love, zeal
and character of Christ their Lord...

Full of the holy spirit, Stephen was
wholly unmoved by their manifestations of
anger. He was testifying for God and for the
truth, and instead of fear of man his heart
was brought into the closer sympathy and
union with the Lord.”

R4328 “FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR...

Stephen's words were sharp and their
force consisted not in any angry or bitter
denunciation, but in plain, simple narration
of the Truth. This should be the style of all
preaching. It is not necessary for us to say
angry or bitter things. The Truth itself is
"sharper than any two-edged sword,” and
needs no unkind language, no profanity, no
epithets to drive it home. Where immoder-
ate and unchristian language is considered
necessary it is a sure sign that the argument
is correspondingly weak, and it warns us to
beware. The Truth itself is mighty, even if
spoken by a little child.

Hearing Stephen with impatience, ag-
gravated by the fact that his argument was
true, they were gnashing their teeth with
chagrin, because they were unable to detect
a flaw or excuse for his death.

Finally, however, when he declared that
he saw a vision of Christ at the right hand of

dence, we should think and feel most gener-
ously, most kindly, toward those who were
the instruments used by providence, notwith-
standing the fact that they might have been
unwilling instructors, or, like Joseph's breth-
ren, have verily intended opposite results.
Those who are enabled to take such a view of

God (whether he actually saw such a vision
or merely pictured it before his hearers, we
do not know), his statement of the matter
furnished the excuse they had been waiting
for, and, seizing it, they rushed upon him,
crying out in a loud voice and stopping their
ears, as though to convince one another that
to willingly hear anything more on that line
would be a participation in the blasphemy.
They rushed him out of the city gate and
stoned him...

Such a martyrdom is not the style in our
day; hence none of us will probably suffer
death in that form. We have more refined
forms of persecution. Christian people may
get themselves into such a wrong attitude of
heart as to think that they do God service in
hurling slanders at those who have sought to
do them good. And indeed who does not
know that the blow of slander may be even
more cruel and even more painful and more
shameful than the literal stoning? Yet,
strange to say, there are many who would
read the account of Stephen's stoning, or
Jesus' crucifixion, and who would roundly
condemn all who took part in either, and
who, nevertheless, would either unthinking-
ly or under supposition of doing God ser-
vice engage in the worst form of persecu-
tion--stoning and crucifying and spearing
with their tongues. We ask ourselves what
was the matter with those Jews who thus
maltreated our Lord and Stephen, and the
answer comes back, "Ye have not the love
of God in your hearts." Similarly we must
answer in respect to those who in our day
persecute through slander, vituperation,
evil-speaking, evil-surmisings, evil-
insinuations, etc.

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM

Stephen's attitude of heart towards his
enemies indicates that he had not only re-
ceived the holy Spirit as a gift, but that he
had it as a living power, and that its fruitage
was in his heart. He had only love for his
enemies. Having done his very best to serve
them with the Truth, he had prayers for
them in return for their imprecations and
their cruel stones. He prayed, "Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge.” But it was not for
Stephen to direct Divine justice as to what
should be the reward of those who stoned
him. We cannot suppose that he was at-
tempting to direct the arm of the Infinite.

R5259 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)

affairs and forces operating in their daily
lives are enabled "always to triumph through
the Lord," as the apostle expresses it. And
such find no room for bitterness or railing,
either against Satan or against any of his
servants. Z. '01-331 R2896:1

We must assume that he was speaking
merely for himself; that, so far as he himself
was concerned, he had no desire that they
should be punished. This beautiful condition
of heart should be ours. "Owe no man any-
thing but to love one another"--and to desire
one another's welfare is the application of
the Divine rule to all the affairs of our lives.

We read that Saul (afterwards Paul)
was amongst those who consented to this
martyrdom. How strange the anomaly--that
so many should think right and the Divine
service that which we know was very repre-
hensible in the sight of God! Seeing such
great blindness on the part of one who sub-
sequently declared, "I verily thought | did
God service," should surely cause us to be
very circumspect, very critical, in respect to
our thoughts and deeds. We must remember
that it is not a question of whose servants
we claim to be, but, as our Lord said, "His
servants ye are unto whom ye render ser-
vice."...

The lesson for us all is faith, courage,
zeal, a loyal heart, a shining face, love and
prayers for our enemies, and to see that we
learn a lesson from the evil course of others,
"See that no man render evil in return for
evil," as the Apostle says.”

R5858 “Then they stoned Stephen to death,
he crying at the time, "Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit"--my life--and also, "Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge!” This was St. Ste-
phen's climax of victory--faithfulness unto
death, and, withal, the loving spirit in which
he received death through his enemies--the
spirit of the Master, the same spirit which
we should cultivate and manifest.

HEROISM IN THE TRENCHES

St. Stephen has set us an example. In-
deed, examples are not difficult to find,
showing what manner of persons we ought
to be. The difficulty seems to be that none
but those of fervent spirit and well instruct-
ed of the Lord profit by the examples...

Ours is not only the privilege of help-
ing men now instead of destroying them,
but the blessed privilege also of helping
them in the coming Age, from imperfections
up to the image and likeness of God. Oh,
what manner of persons ought we Christians
to be! How faithful, how loyal!”

INDIVIDUAL CLAIMS FOR RETRIBUTION

THE words of St. Stephen on the occasion of his martyrdom,
"Lord, lay not this sin to their charge,” must not be understood to
mean that he was in any way dictating to the Almighty how to deal
with those who were taking his life. Nor are we to think that he was
praying for the forgiveness of all the sins of these people. We are to
narrow the matter down to the words used-- "Lay not this sin to their

charge."”

So far as St. Stephen was concerned, he had no special claim to
make upon Justice for retribution. The question then arises, has any
one such a claim? The answer is that it would seem that any one
who suffers injustice has a claim for retribution. In our common
courts, there are some crimes and acts of injustice which are taken

"Lay not this sin to their charge."--Acts 7:60.

up for consideration, though there are others which would never be
touched, unless the individual concerned took up a charge.

In St. Stephen's case, we understand that the wrongs done him
are charged up against the wrong-doers. They were already tainted
with original sin, as members of the human family; they were al-
ready under condemnation to death. The Lord Jesus had already

begun the work of making satisfaction for their sins and for the sins

of the whole world. In His own time and way, God will judge these
sinners. Hence they shall have a just recompense, in proportion as
they were guilty of wrong-doing.

Jesus intimates that crimes against any of the members of His
Body will have to be expiated. The doing of injury to one of the



Lord's people is especially evil in God's sight, and especially pun-
ishable; for these are in special covenant relationship with Him,
while the world is outside of this protection of Divine Justice, except
in a general way.

The words attributed to our Lord, "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do," given in our Common Version Bible,
are not found in the oldest Greek MSS. It would be rather more
difficult for Jesus to offer such a prayer than for us to do so; for the
Scriptures declare that He knew what was in man. We do not know.
Any prayer that we might offer respecting man would be very dif-
ferent from what Jesus would offer. Therefore, we must leave these
words out of consideration when thinking of St. Stephen's words.

GENERAL AND SPECIAL RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW

We ask ourselves, to what extent was St. Stephen right and
within his privileges in offering such a prayer? If he were one of the
Apostles, we should be bound not to make inquiry, but to suppose
that he was right. The fact that the words are recorded in Scripture
does not prove anything more than if they were from one of us.

In our Common Law, there seems to be this principle-- each
individual seems to have certain rights in addition to the general
rights under the Law. These special rights he may or may not press,
if occasion should arise. In St. Stephen's case, we understand that he
had a right to waive the claims of Justice, and did so. It is as though
he had said, "I put in no protest, and ask for no vengeance on my
account.”

The question then arises, did he have a right to wish for venge-
ance on them? We think not. Our Lord's instructions are, "Be ye
therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful." (Luke 6:36.) But
so far as the general principles of righteousness are concerned, we
must not interfere. St. Stephen very properly limits his prayer in this
sense, as if he were saying (paraphrasing), "Heavenly Father, | am
not asking for vengeance on them, but that they may not be held
especially responsible for this sin against me."

DEFENSE OF THE INTERESTS OF THE TRUTH A DUTY

We are admonished by our Lord to love our enemies, and to do
good to them who hate us, and to pray for them who despitefully use
us and persecute us. The question then comes in, Would it ever be
right for us to appeal to Justice? Should we always say, "Father,
forgive them; | forgive them"? Should we wish that the courts
should do nothing against them? No! Where the interests of the
Lord's Cause are involved, it is our duty to say something in defense
of the Truth; but not in a personal matter.

Of course, the world will not understand our motive, for the
world does not act except for personal reasons. Consequently, they
would suppose that we acted for our own sakes. But we have given
up all our earthly rights, in consecration; that is, we covenanted to
give up every claim to our just rights in the world. This is the sub-
stance of our consecration.

Where the interests of the Lord's Cause are involved, however,
it is our duty to act for the good of the Truth, for the reason that
certain impressions inimical to the Truth may be stopped. We see
illustrations of this principle in the case of the Apostle Paul at court;
also when he said to Elymas the sorcerer, "O thou child of the Devil,
...wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?...thou
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season." (Acts 13:10,11.) In

these cases, and also in that of Alexander the coppersmith, we may
be sure that the Apostle was not seeking personal revenge.

This attitude should also be ours in all the affairs of life. If any-
thing is done in opposition to those who oppose themselves, it
should be done in the same spirit that the Apostle showed in the
course which he took. We all find that as we grow in grace and in
knowledge we develop a spirit of charity--forgiveness. This is as it
should be. Greater knowledge of God, greater development in char-
acter-likeness of Christ, should make us the more generous, forgiv-
ing.

IGNORANCE THE REAL CAUSE OF MUCH INJUSTICE

The Lord blesses us in giving us a clearer knowledge of the
Truth. When we come to the knowledge of the Truth, it gives us a
sympathetic feeling for the world. We are all fallen. But the Apostle
says, "Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." (I Cor. 6:11.) Oth-
ers, who are not cleansed, not sanctified, not justified, are in the gall
of bitterness, so to speak.

When we consider all the evil deeds done in the world, and
when we look back through the pages of history, we can see that the
majority of those who perpetrated evil did so because they did not
appreciate the principles involved in the matter. St. Peter, speaking
by inspiration, says that in ignorance Israel killed the Prince of Life.
(Acts 3:15,17.) St. Paul, who gave the authority of the Sanhedrin for
the stoning of St. Stephen, tells us that he did these things in igno-
rance, in blindness; and that he verily thought that he was doing God
service.

If this was true of all these cases in the past, may we not think
that quite certainly the same principle is operating now--
individually, personally? The Lord is able to stop these things, and
will do so in due time. He will lift the veil and let the light shine out
in due time. But it is not the due time as yet. The Church has not yet
completed the sufferings of Christ.

OUR SHARE OF THE CUP OF SUFFERING

We should rejoice in having a share in the sufferings of Christ,
and should receive our share in meekness and uncomplaining obedi-
ence, realizing that the Father hath poured the cup which we are to
drink. If we love our enemies and do not wish to do them harm, but
on the contrary wish to open the eyes of their understanding and to
do them good, then we have the right spirit. Any desire to do them
injury would prove that we are lacking in the Lord's Spirit. Whoever
finds that he has a spirit of viciousness will find that he has much to
learn. But whoever finds in himself evidence of the Spirit of the
Lord in this matter, may rejoice.

By and by, these very ones who are persecuting, slandering, do-
ing evil towards us, will see clearly, and they will be ashamed. As
the Scriptures say, "Your brethren that hated you and cast you out
for My Name's sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified; but He shall
appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed.” (Isa. 66:5.) The time
when they shall be ashamed is the time when Christ shall appear and
they shall see. "And when He shall appear, we shall be like Him."
So, then, our opportunity for revenge will be future, and our revenge
will be to do our enemies good. We will do them so much good that
they will be thoroughly ashamed of what they are now doing against
us.

R2895(From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)
THE CLOSE OF A NOBLE LIFE
--GEN. 50:15-26.--NOV. 3.--
""So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."”--Psa. 90:3.

JACOB was a hundred and thirty years old when his sons re-
turned with news of Joseph's greatness in the land of Egypt. His joy
at hearing that his son was still alive, and now great, was off-set by
the natural weakness of his advanced years. Hence he could scarcely
trust himself to believe the report, even with the explanation given
by his sons, of how they had sold Joseph into slavery, and had be-
smeared his coat with blood for their father's deception, twenty-two
years before. However, the story of his sons was well attested by the
royal present which Joseph had sent to him, and by the Egyptian
wagons sent to bear him and the family as comfortably as possible
in the journey. These wagons were doubtless the carriages of that
day, workmanship in that line not having advanced to present profi-
ciency. Jacob was persuaded, and started on the journey, during
which he offered sacrifices to the Lord, possibly questioning in his
own mind the wisdom of thus leaving the land of promise, and
whether or not it might be interpreted of the Lord as an abandon-
ment of his faith, or a relinquishment of the blessing which from
earliest childhood had centered and directed his course of life.

The Lord answered his query, and his sacrifices (probably by a
dream) assuring him that he was taking the proper course in going
into Egypt, and that ultimately his posterity should come again into
"the land of promise." The spiritual Israelite should thus have in
view at all times that which by his covenant has become the center
of his life, the center of his interest, of his hopes and of his aims--the
Abrahamic covenant and his share therein. He, too, must be on the
look-out lest there shall be deceptions of the Adversary combined
with earthly prosperity and the world's favor. When we are undergo-
ing disadvantages or persecutions we are in much less danger than
when the tide of worldly prosperity sets in our direction. Let us re-
member at such times to go often to the Lord, to seek to know his
will, fully, completely; to bring to mind our covenant and its value,
as above all earthly considerations. And let us offer unto the Lord
the true sacrifice--presenting the merits of our dear Redeemer's sac-
rifice as the ground of our acceptance, repeating the full devotion of
our hearts--renewing our covenant. This is the only safe way in this
pilgrim journey.



We pass hastily over the narrative of the presentation of Jacob
and Joseph's brethren to Pharaoh, and their settlement in the land of
Goshen. After they had resided there seventeen years (Gen. 47:28)
Jacob died, was buried with all the ceremonials common to the
Egyptian court, because he was a relative of Pharaoh's representa-
tive. And it is here that our lesson proper begins. Joseph's brothers
judged him to have a disposition considerably like their own; they
could not believe him to be thoroughly generous and forgiving, and
though they acknowledged his kindness toward them, they said to
themselves, This was merely on account of our father Jacob, and not
on our account, and now that our father is dead Joseph will treat us
differently. It was because moved with such feelings that they first
sent a messenger to Joseph, and afterward followed themselves into
his presence, to ask his mercy and to declare themselves willing to
be his servants.

It strikes us that this well illustrates the condition of many who
come to the Lord with an insufficiency of faith. They are convinced
of his mercy toward them, and yet are always fearful. The truth is
that they do not know him; they think of him as moved by like pas-
sions with themselves, more or less depraved, more or less con-
trolled by animosity. It is an evidence of growth in grace when we
come to that place in our experiences where, admitting our own guilt
and unworthiness of divine favor we have, nevertheless, become so
intimately acquainted with the Lord as to have a full assurance of
faith in his declaration that our sins are forgiven. It is to such a de-
velopment of grace that the Lord referred, saying, "This is life eter-
nal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent." (John 17:3.) But such a knowledge is not to
be obtained instantaneously, but rather is to be the result of a growth
in grace; for we grow in grace as we grow in knowledge, and we
grow in knowledge as we grow in grace;--the two keeping pace, the
one with the other, as do our feet in walking. It is because the major-
ity who have named the name of Christ do not grow in grace and in
knowledge that they fail to attain to that grand condition of which
the Apostle speaks as "full assurance of faith"--full confidence in the
Lord, in his goodness, in his wisdom, in his love, in his providential
care over all of their affairs. And the lack of such growth is owing to
their failure to offer their sacrifices unto the Lord --to commit all of
their ways to him.

Joseph's answer to his brethren was most noble, and gives good
evidence that his conduct was not merely an outward profession, but
the result of an established character. He did not even say to himself,
My brothers have misunderstood me, but though | freely forgive
them | will use their fear as a stepping stone to greater power over
them, and will say to them, | will do you no harm, but on the contra-
ry treat you most kindly, as long as you are fully obedient to me, and
send me presents yearly, or give me tithes of your increase, or come
annually to make obeisance before me, and to acknowledge afresh
your wrong, and to confess my generosity. No; he had too noble a
character for this; he was too unselfish. On the contrary, he said,
"Fear not; for am | in the place of God?" The secret of his right
course with his brethren was the correct view which he took of the
matter himself; he saw himself as merely God's servant in dealing
with his brethren, and in all things. He saw that God's providence
had been in the whole affair. How could he think otherwise? He saw
the fulfilment of his inspired dreams; he had noted the miraculous
leading of divine providence in the various steps by which he had
been led from slavery to the throne of Egypt; he probably reflected
that if now he should either do evil toward his brethren, or think
unkindly of them, he would be casting a reflection upon one of the
instrumentalities which God had used for his blessing. He could not
do this and be loyal to and appreciative of divine power, and he
communicated to his brothers for their encouragement and comfort
this thought; that although they had purposed evil, and had done
evil, nevertheless the thing really done was a good thing, but for
which they deserved no credit, but discredit, and God all the honor.
He would have them see that this was the basis of his dealing with
them, and that he felt not the slightest animosity, but a full apprecia-
tion of the divine blessing, which had come through their course.

YHow great a blessing it would be for all spiritual Israelites to
learn well this lesson; viz., that if we accept the results of any matter
as being good, and if we realize that we were guided to those results
by divine providence, we should think and feel most generously,
most kindly, toward those who were the instruments used by provi-
dence, notwithstanding the fact that they might have been unwilling
instructors, or, like Joseph's brethren, have verily intended opposite
results. Those who are enabled to take such a view of affairs and

{1 Dec. 13 Manna, Acts 7:60

forces operating in their daily lives are enabled "always to triumph
through the Lord," as the Apostle expresses it. And such find no
room for bitterness or railing, either against Satan or against any of
his servants. 2 Cor. 2:14; Jude 9.

This does not mean that they call the evil course good; nor that
they will or should have any sympathy with the evil course; nor with
the evil motives inspiring it; nor with the evil persons, so long as
they are in harmony with the evil motives and evil course. But it
does mean that their minds will be so filled with the thought of di-
vine supervision in their affairs, and how all the time they were safe
under the protecting care, the shadow of the Almighty, and that all
things are working for their good, however they outwardly appear,
that they will not have any bitterness whatever, either of word or of
heart, toward those who attempted to, and outwardly did, do them
evil, but whose evil intentions and conduct were overruled by the
Almighty. In proportion as the Lord's people get into the large place
where they can take a broad view of the situation, in that same pro-
portion will they find themselves not only delivered from anger and
malice and hatred and strife toward their opponents, but instead,
possessed of "the peace of God which passeth all understanding,"
ruling in their hearts, keeping them secure amidst all of the storms
and vicissitudes of life--because their anchor holds within the vail.
They have "set to their seal that the Lord is true,” and hence can
rejoice always.

Not only was Joseph's course the right one in the sight of God,
the noble one in the sight of all right-minded people, the blessed one
as respected his brothers, their comfort, their peace, their love to-
ward him,--but it was in every sense the proper and the best course
as respected his own peace, joy, blessing. When he allayed their
fears and comforted them, and spake kindly unto them, and prom-
ised them and their families the same care as when their father lived,
he was taking also the course which must have brought the greatest
blessing and comfort to his own heart. **All do not know it, but it is
a fact that the grandest quality that man can exercise, and the one
which brings the largest amount of blessing itself, is the exercise of
the God-like quality of mercy, compassion, benevolence. Those of
spiritual Israel who have not practiced in this direction are not far
advanced in spiritual development, and those who have practiced
realize the truthfulness of the Lord's words, "Blessed are the merci-
ful," and "Blessed are the peacemakers."

The next few verses of our lesson cover the period of fifty-four
years from the death of Jacob to the death of Joseph; and give us
comparatively little information, except that they give fresh evi-
dence that the basis of Joseph's strength of character and fidelity to
principle which carried him safely through the vicissitudes of his
remarkable experience was faith in God--faith in the Abrahamic
promise. And so we find it to-day, and all through the past, so far as
we are able to decipher the teachings of history; those who have
been the Lord's faithful people, have all been inspired by the hope
set before us in the gospel. This is the hope of which the Apostle
speaks, saying that it is "an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast;"--
it holds firm and secure in the storms and difficulties of life, and
prevents the wrecking of our lives upon the rocks of sin, deception,
doubt, selfishness, etc.

Who can doubt that it was Joseph's respect unto the divine
promise that kept him faithful as Potiphar's steward, again in the
prison, and again as Pharaoh's representative in the throne? In pro-
portion as heavenly promises are before our minds, earthly and self-
ish ambitions are dwarfed and lose their power over us. Joseph's eye
of faith, centered upon God's promise to Abraham and upon the land
of Canaan, exercised a potent influence, because he realized that to
be a friend of God, and an heir of God's promises, called for a purity
of heart and of life which God could approve. Looking back he saw
the influence of these promises upon his great grandfather, Abra-
ham, upon his grandfather, Isaac, and upon his father, Jacob, and we
see that the same promise controlled him to his great advantage. The
people who today become enamored of wealth and of position and
of power, so that they would be willing to sacrifice principles of
justice and of truth that they might selfishly grasp these, thereby
give evidence that they lack the power of the truth, the power of the
Abrahamic promise, to control them and their lives. Had the Abra-
hamic promise not been forceful and weighty in the mind of Joseph
he might have been plotting and scheming for the throne of Egypt or
to have obtained the mastery over his own brethren; but realizing
that God was behind the promise he was waiting patiently for that,
as the greatest and most wonderful blessing conceivable--far beyond
the things which he could have grasped, and the grasping of which
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would have meant his relinquishment of God's promise. Not, how-
ever, that he expected to go up out of Egypt into the land of Canaan
himself; for he evidently knew, and it probably came down to us
through him, that God had appeared to Abraham, and told him that
his posterity should be in Egypt, and be evilly treated there, and that
the period of their sojourn would be four hundred years.

Joseph's hope in God and in that Abrahamic promise must have
been, therefore, a hope through a resurrection of the dead; and alt-
hough it taught a valuable lesson, it was doubtless because of his
imperfect understanding of the resurrection, and the power of God,
that he so particularly gave commandment respecting the carrying
up of his bones out of Egypt into Canaan, when the time of God's
favor should come, and Israel should be delivered. And so must the
spiritual Israelite have his mind centered in the future fulfillment of
the divine promises, through a resurrection of the dead, if he would
be delivered from the worldly influences of this present time, and be
kept loyal to the Lord and to the highest principles of character. This
faith in a future kingdom, future honor, future riches, future glory,
dwarfs into insignificance the honor and glory and wealth of this
present time, and makes all true believers separate from the world in
these respects, and thus prepares them to think of the affairs of this
present time from a more just and more equitable and dispassionate
standpoint--they are removed from the immediate influence of self-
ishness in its most powerful forms, even though they still find, not-
withstanding their faith in the promises, the necessity for keeping
the body under, and mortifying its natural disposition toward self-
ishness.

Our Golden Text is appropriate to the lesson, and every way
worthy of the attention of the spiritual Israelite. We know that our
days are numbered as respects the present life. We know that we

need not expect eternal life under present conditions, and thus far
the world and the Christian are on a common level; but here they
part, the one saying to himself, "Life is short, and | must grasp and
use it for myself, the best | can." The other, with a higher wisdom,
that cometh from above, realizes his own inability and insufficiency,
heeds the message from the Lord respecting an eternal life beyond
the tomb-- the resurrection life, and goes to the Lord, petitioning for
wisdom respecting the life that now is, as well as that which is to
come.

In answer to his petitions he is taught of God in the experience
of life to more and more appreciate the eternal, the everlasting life,
and to spend time and energy in building up such a character as
would be pleasing to his Creator, and bring the reward of "life ever-
lasting." The Christian, in numbering his days, does not do so with a
doleful or disconsolate sentiment, although he does so with sobriety.
He counts the days as they go as so many blessings, so many privi-
leges, so many opportunities to "show forth the praises of him who
called us out of darkness into his marvelous light,” to render assis-
tance to others in the pilgrim journey, and to develop in himself
more and more of the character pleasing in the sight of God,-- to
become more and more a copy of God's dear Son. As he numbers
the days gliding swiftly by, and perceives how he is using them in
harmony with the divine instructions, he ultimately comes to that
condition of heart in which he is longing for the Kingdom and the
full attainment of all the glories into which he hopes to be ushered,
as a sharer in the first (chief) resurrection. And from this standpoint
he numbers the days as they go by joyfully, and is glad when the
days of the years of his present pilgrimage end; because his hope in
the Lord, and in the gracious features of his plan, is growing daily
stronger, clearer and brighter.

R3981 "TENDER HEARTED, FORGIV-
ING ONE ANOTHER"

Had Joseph been a saint of this Gospel
age, begotten of the holy Spirit and illumi-
nated thereby through the manifold revela-
tions of the divine purpose and character as
we have them in the Bible, his conduct
would still be worthy of the very highest
type of Christian development. But when
we think of the circumstances and condi-
tions under which his character was devel-
oped, in a heathen land and with but a small
revelation of the divine character and plan,
we stand amazed. Do we not properly say to
ourselves, while studying this lesson, What
manner of persons ought we to be consider-
ing our great advantages every way? Would
we have proven as noble and generous as
Joseph under the same circumstances?...

"Blessed are the merciful,” they are the
kind to whom the heavenly Father will be
pleased to extend his mercy and his favor.
They are the only ones who will be in a
proper attitude to receive the great blessing
of the Kingdom--others not having devel-
oped this character for mercy will be unfit
for the exaltation whatever may be their
portion...

The more we each realize our own in-
debtedness to the Lord for the forgiveness
of our sins and for our adoption into his
family and for the blessings that come to us
as the sons of God, the more should we seek
to copy after his glorious character and be
copies of our dear Redeemer, the essence of
whose character is nothing less than justice
to every one -- with as much additional of
love and mercy as we can possibly attain to.
The larger our attainments of this God-like
quality the more pleasing we will be in the
Father's sight and the better fitted for joint-
heirship in the heavenly Kingdom, in the
dispensing of the bread of life to all the
world of mankind.

He who sees not these things and fol-
lows not this course according to the
Apostle's word is blind and cannot see afar
off--cannot see and appreciate the blessings

which the Lord has promised to those who
faithfully copy him. Those who do see, find
the eyes of their understanding opening
more widely day by day to the lengths and
breadths and heights and depths of the love
of God which passeth understanding; and to
make this progress in joyful appreciation of
our benefactor, our Lord assures us means a
corresponding growth in benevolence, kind-
ness, gentleness and mercy to those with
whom we have to do. While this rule must
obtain, especially in the household of faith,
it will also extend not only to our own im-
mediate relationship in the flesh, but also to
our neighbors and friends--yea to our ene-
mies and to the brute creation. All of these
will more and more realize the changing of
our characters and dispositions, and it will
be to their general blessing as well as to our
joy."

R2309 “Our battle is not against our fellow
creatures nor with carnal weapons; indeed,
we can have large sympathy for even our
most relentless foes... They are blinded in
considerable measure, either by their own
prejudice and passion, or by the great Ad-
versary's delusive false doctrines, supersti-
tions, etc.; hence our warfare is not directed
against these, and as we have opportunity
we are to seek to do them good, "in meek-
ness instructing those that oppose them-
selves." (2 Tim. 2:25.)”

R5266 “The Lord's people are being taught
of God, and hence are learning more and
more to control their thoughts and words
and acts. Our thoughts are to be kind! Our
thoughts are to be generous! Our thoughts
are to be just! We are not to allow an evil
suspicion to lodge in our minds against
anybody. The common law of man decides
that no judgment shall be passed against any
one until the thing be proven against him.
Those who have done the most evil and
caused the most difficulty are those who
have surmised evil against others. But it is
better if we learn this as a precept from the

Lord's Word, and happy are we if we see the
degrading power of evil-speaking and evil-
thinking and entirely refrain therefrom.”

R4524 “To tell that a certain brother now
disbelieves what he formerly believed is not
evil-speaking, if it be true. St. Paul spoke
quite freely of false doctrines and men-
tioned particularly the names of some of
those whose perverse teachings had been
injurious to the Cause, "overthrowing the
faith of some." Our Lord Jesus criticized the
misconduct of some in his day. He called
attention to some as being hypocritical in
that they did not practice their own teach-
ing. But neither the Lord nor the Apostles
made personal attacks, slandering others. To
tell fairly what another believes and to show
that it is wrong is far from evil-speaking. It
is speaking the Truth, which should always
be spoken in love. In many instances it is a
duty so to speak...

On the other hand, let us say that we
could have no sympathy with any harsh or
unkind expression, either towards brethren
or the world. If some who once rejoiced in
the light have become more or less blinded
to it, that is a cause why we should have
sympathy for them--not a sympathy which
would lead us to give them encouragement
in their wrong course, but a sympathy which
would incline us to pity them and to be
ready in any possible manner to assist them
back to the right way. Even when they mis-
represent us we should, so far as possible,
attribute this to their blindness and pray for
them, rather than smite them in return. "Let
no man render evil for evil to any man, but
contrariwise--do good to those who evilly
entreat you."...

If the Adversary could stir us up to an-
ger, malice, hatred and strife, even in a good
cause--even against Satan or those whom he
is using to some extent as his servants
(Rom. 6:16) --he would thus be poisoning
our hearts and separating us proportionately
from the Lord and his Spirit. We cannot be
too careful along these lines!”



