
December 20 
Study to show thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
2 Timothy 2:15  

THERE is much significance in that 
word "study;" and only the studious find the 

narow way to the divine approval and ac-
ceptance. Study to show thyself approved--
study the doctrine; study your course of 
conduct, to keep it in harmony with the 
doctrine. Study how to promote the peace 
and prosperity of Zion, and how to shield 
yourself and others from the missiles of 

error and from the poison of an evil, worldly 
spirit. Study to perform the duties of a faith-
ful soldier of the cross--the seemingly in-
significant, as well as the bravest and no-
blest deeds. Z. '02-318 R3097:1  

------------------------------ 
 
R1410 “He who will not eat of a full table 
will be empty and starve, as truly as though 
there were no food. The asking of a blessing 
on food will not fill us; we must eat it; so the 
possession of a Bible and a petition for spir-
itual food will not do: we must eat the Word 
of God if we would derive his spirit from it.” 
 
(Eph 6:13 KJV)  "Take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to with-
stand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand." 
 
R5800 “Every feature of Present Truth sent 
by God as "meat in due season" for His 
saints is promptly counterfeited to "deceive 
if possible the Very Elect." 
 
R2275 “The evil day here referred to is this 
Day of the Lord, in which we are now liv-
ing, wherein every man's work shall be 
tried, so as by fire. These are the "perilous 
times" of which the Apostle forewarned the 
Church—times peculiarly perilous to Chris-
tian faith, because of the many subtle and 
delusive forms of error now springing up to 
intercept the progress of the truth. But God's 
provision for his saints is equal to the emer-
gency of the perilous hour. Never before 
this "evil day" was it possible for the saints 
to put on the whole armor of God; and never 
before was it needed. For some years past 
the Lord has been handing us this armor, 
piece by piece, and has been telling us to 
put it on and wear it that we might become 
accustomed to it and feel at ease and at 
home in it, because the time is shortly com-
ing when it will be impossible to stand 
without it.” 
 
R4930 "Every now and then we are brought 
to a realization that many of those who re-
joice considerably in the Truth have but an 
imperfect knowledge of it--they are not 
rooted, grounded, established and built up in 
the Truth; they are not able to "rightly di-
vide the Word of Truth"; they are not 
workmen who need never be ashamed in 
discussing the Truth with others.  

Some of these, deficient in their 
knowledge of the Truth, are mere babes, 
beginners, who have not yet had a full op-
portunity for study. Some of them have read 
Vol. I and have skimmed over the other 
volumes. They perhaps learned of the clas-
ses for Bible study, and, attending them and 
discussing with the brethren and hearing 
some discourses, seemed to assume that 
they knew the teachings of the entire six 
volumes as though they had read them, 
studied them.  

This is a great mistake; more, it is a se-
rious mistake, because we are in the time 
when each and all must expect to be special-
ly tried and tested. And those who have only 
a partial understanding of the Divine Plan--
those who have only a part of the provided 
armor, will find it difficult, if not impossi-
ble, to stand in this evil day the assaults of 
the world, the flesh and the Adversary. If 

they have proper zeal for the Lord and a 
proper love for the Plan, they should mani-
fest that zeal by thorough and persevering 
study of the volumes. They cannot afford to 
do less.”  
 

ARMOR MUST BE PUT ON 
INDIVIDUALLY 

B171-172 “Bear in mind that all these 
things have been hidden by the Lord, in 
such manner that they could not be under-
stood or appreciated until the due time had 
come, and then only by his earnest, faithful 
children, who esteem truth as more precious 
than rubies, and who are willing to seek it as 
men search for silver… While many may 
prefer to take a statement without the trou-
ble of verifying it from the Scriptures, this 
will not be the case with the real truth-
seeker. He must, so far as possible, make 
every point, argument and proof his own, 
direct from God's Word, by tracing all the 
connections and thus convincing himself of 
the truthfulness of the account presented.  

Though the Lord provides it, and the 
servants bring forth the "meat in due season 
for the household," yet each, to be strength-
ened thereby, must eat for himself.”  
 
R4448.2.1-5 "We fear that too many are in 
this attitude of leaning on others whose fall 
might bring them disaster.  It is because we 
have long recognized this principle that, in 
all of our writings, we have presented the 
Lord's message as his message, and not as 
our own; giving the chapter and verse for 
every doctrine. If any are leaning on us or 
on anything but the Lord's Word for guid-
ance, we believe that the fault is not tracea-
ble to our teachings. We have striven to 
bring all the members of the Body into di-
rect personal contact with the Head. While 
not ignoring the value of books and ser-
mons, we have, nevertheless, urged upon all 
the necessity of proving, to the extent of 
their ability, every item of Truth which they 
receive. Notwithstanding this we fear that 
many of our dear readers lean upon us and 
upon others. We fully know that we are in 
the evil day and that the armor which the 
Lord provided is to be put on individually… 

The time for adjusting this armor is 
very short. The battle is on now. Many are 
falling at our side. What we do should be 
done quickly, energetically, systematically, 
thoroughly. It is important that we help 
others to the extent of our ability, but still 
more important according to the Divine 
will, that we should take heed to ourselves 
and make our own calling and election sure. 
It has been our observation that some who 
have come into the Truth quite recently are 
much more clear in it and have the armor 
better adjusted and are able to use the 
"sword of the spirit" better, than some who 
have been in the Truth for five, ten and even 
twenty years. Indeed some who have been 
long in the Truth seem less skillful today in 
the use of the armor than they were years 
ago.  

Why is this? And what is the remedy? 
The answer is a simple one, manifest to all. 
Divine providence has furnished to the peo-
ple of God at this time an outline of the 
Divine Plan and a detail of Bible doctrines 
such as God's people have never before had 
in their possession. Without claiming any 
inspiration for the "Studies in the Scrip-
tures" we surely may claim a Divine super-
vision in respect to the matter which they 
contain and the time of their presentation. 
Whoever admits that we are in the Harvest 
time at all--that we have been in it since 
1875-- must acknowledge this also. The 
Lord promised that at this time he would 
cause his people to sit down to a bountiful 
repast of spiritual food and that he would be 
their servant and bring forth to them "things 
new and old." (Luke 12:37.) All who recog-
nize these things must recognize these 
"Studies in the Scriptures" as being identi-
fied with the fulfillment of that promise. If 
they are not, how has the promise been ful-
filled? It will not do to say that the "Divine 
Plan of the Ages" and the general elucida-
tion of Divine Truth through those volumes 
is merely one man's opinion. That would be 
giving too much honor to any man. No one 
who understands these things can possibly 
believe that any man could fabricate a theo-
ry which puts all other theories of this and 
every other day completely into the shadow, 
as a tallow dip in comparison to the most 
wonderful are lights of our day.  

Neither is there reason or sense in the 
attempt of some to claim that these "Scrip-
ture Studies" are merely a rehash of what 
has been believed for centuries. True, they 
present the doctrines of Election and Free 
Grace, Baptism, etc., etc., but not as they 
were nor as they are discordantly believed. 
These books discuss the Bible's presenta-
tions and set them in order as showing their 
relationship to each other, as one harmoni-
ous whole as never before presented. They 
are opposed by those who cannot refute 
them. We repeat, then, that "Studies in the 
Scriptures" are either of the Lord's provi-
dence or else they are a fraud, and at the 
same time one of the greatest miracles.  

The secret of the clearness and power 

of some who have come recently into the 

Truth can be traced to the fact that they have 

been diligently using these Divinely provid-

ed helps for Bible study." 

 
R4930 "Some of the dear friends who read 
the SCRIPTURE STUDIES years ago, and 
not recently, imagine that they remember 
their contents, when in reality they are quite 
ignorant of many of their teachings. We all 
have leaky, earthen vessels and the precious 
treasure of Divine Truth soon exhausts un-
less we keep replenishing… Such of our 
readers as have not read the STUDIES IN 
THE SCRIPTURES this year can scarcely 
appreciate how much they probably have 
lost of what they originally learned therein."  

------------------------------ 



R3096 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006) 

"A VESSEL UNTO HONOR, SANCTIFIED"  
"If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified and made 

 meet for the Master's use, and prepared unto every good work."--2 Tim. 2:21.  
 

IT IS IMPORTANT to notice that this instruction is given, not 
to the world, but to the Church--to those who are believers in Christ 
and who are consecrated to him and desirous of being used in his 
service. If the counsel were given to worldly people, no such incen-
tive would be held out; for such have no ambition to be in the Lord's 
service. The world can better appreciate such maxims as, "Honesty 
is the best policy," etc.; for temporal good is all they seek. Yet it is 
indeed a good thing for worldly men to purge themselves of evil 
dispositions and practices. Moral reforms are always commendable 
as steps in the right direction, and we are always glad to see worldly 
men trying to break away from the bondage of bad habits--from the 
drink habit and from lying, profanity and other vices.  

But such purging from the filth of the flesh can never render 
such vessels fit for the Master's use. With all their efforts at cleans-
ing they are still unclean; and the Lord desires clean vessels for his 
use. It is only when, by faith, we are plunged in the cleansing blood 
of our Redeemer that we are clean and acceptable to God.  

"There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains." 

But having been thus reckonedly cleansed from sin, and 
clothed in the pure robe of Christ's righteousness, it is all-important 
that we strive to make this reckoned righteousness an actual thing to 
the extent of our ability; for only so can we prove ourselves worthy 
of the imputed righteousness. It is purely of divine grace that we are 
reckoned of God as righteous, before we have actually become so. 
Seeing in us the desire to be righteous and the effort to be so in his 
appointed way, God, accepting the will for the deed, reckons us 
righteous now, and treats us as sons, since we have been redeemed 
from the curse and have accepted this gracious provision for recon-
ciliation.  

If, however, after being thus reconciled to God and reckoned 
righteous, our course of conduct proves that we no longer love 
righteousness; if we do not endeavor to make the reckoned right-
eousness an actual thing by a constant endeavor to purge out the old 
leaven of sin; if we are content to let it remain and to work in us, and 
if we neglect to strive against it, then we are proving by such a 
course that our love of righteousness is growing weaker, and we are 
proving our unworthiness of the Lord's gracious reckoning in our 
favor. But if, on the contrary, we are striving daily to purge out the 
old leaven of sin, if we are not merely working it down occasionally 
and allowing it again and again to ferment and disturb the whole 
spiritual being, endangering its complete souring and spoiling (but 
purging it out by constantly resisting it) cleansing our thoughts, 
words and deeds with the truth, and cultivating the blessed fruits of 
the spirit of love, joy and peace,--then, indeed, as the Apostle af-
firms, we shall be vessels meet for the Master's use.  

And not only so, but the Lord can honor such vessels because 
they honor him; they fairly represent him and his cause. If they are 
meek and humble-minded, not inclined to think of themselves more 
highly than they ought to think, but to think soberly, the Lord can 
exalt them to positions of trust and honor without injury either to 
themselves or to the cause; and thus they are more and more sancti-
fied and prepared for every good work.  

Let as many, therefore, as would be honored and used of the 
Master now and hereafter--as many as have this hope in them--seek 
to purify themselves, to purge out the old leaven of sin. In the lan-
guage of another forceful illustration, let us endeavor to war a good 
warfare against the world, the flesh and the devil. And be assured 
that in these duties we have the work of a lifetime; and even at its 
close we will still find the necessity for the robe of Christ's right-
eousness to cover the remaining deformities of our character.  

While the purging here spoken of refers to the general cleans-
ing from all sin and uncleanness, the Apostle had special reference 
on that occasion to purging from a disposition to hearken to the false 
doctrines of those who would subvert the faith of the Church. His 
counsel is to avoid foolish questions and strife about words to no 
profit; to shun profane and vain babblings which increase only unto 
more ungodliness, which savor more of bombast and self-exaltation 
than of truth and godliness, and, on the contrary, to study to show 

ourselves approved unto God, workmen that need not be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of truth.--2 Tim. 2:15.  

{1}There is much significance in that word "study"; and only the 
studious find the narrow way to the divine approval and acceptance. 
Study to show thyself approved--study the doctrine; study your 
course of conduct, to keep it in harmony with the doctrine. Study 
how to promote the peace and prosperity of Zion, and how to shield 
yourself and others from the missiles of error and from the poison of 
an evil, worldly spirit. Study to perform the duties of a faithful sol-
dier of the cross--the seemingly insignificant, as well as the bravest 
and noblest deeds. A soldier has many seemingly trivial duties to 
perform, and he is as really doing his duty as a soldier when he is 
polishing his armor, foraging, cooking his meal, cleaning camp, 
clearing the way or building bridges for the army to pass as when he 
is fighting the enemy. All such necessary incidental work is entirely 
compatible with his commission as a soldier, and is not to be con-
sidered "entanglements" or hindrances. And these things cannot be 
avoided or carelessly done without a measure of unfaithfulness.  

So with the Christian soldier. The routine of life, house-work, 
daily toil, any and everything incidental to a proper and honest pro-
vision of "things needful" for ourselves and those dependent on us 
for support, as well as provision for the prosecution and care of the 
Lord's work,--all this is a proper part of our engagement as soldiers 
of the Lord. The Apostle Peter was as truly serving the Lord when 
catching the fish from whose mouth he got the coin wherewith to 
pay the Lord's taxes and his own, as when proclaiming, The King-
dom of God is come nigh unto you. The Apostle Paul was as truly a 
soldier of the cross and doing his proper work as such when making 
tents (rather than be chargeable to any) as when, at Mars hill, he 
preached Jesus and the resurrection. Whatever is done with a view to 
the glory of our Lord, the Captain of our salvation, or for the benefit 
of any of our fellow-soldiers, or for our own preparation for this 
warfare, or in the discharge of obligations which our Captain has 
recognized and approved,--this is proper work for us as soldiers, and 
not entanglement in the affairs of this life.  

But the Christian soldier must study to perform even the com-
monest duties in a manner creditable to his calling. Nor must he 
permit himself to become entangled with other things which do not 
relate to his duties as a soldier, and thus to be side-tracked. For in-
stance, if a soldier knowing how to repair watches were to divert his 
attention from his regular duties, neglect his camp and battle duties, 
and the commands of his Captain and the proper work of a soldier to 
acquire some extra compensation by this means, he would be an 
unfaithful soldier. And so the Christian who turns aside to seek 
some personal, temporal advantage, to the detriment of his duties as 
a soldier, is likewise, to some extent, an unfaithful soldier and likely 
to be drawn out of the ranks entirely.  

Study to show thyself approved. Study the Word. Study your-
self that you may become well acquainted with yourself--that you 
may know your talents for service and in what directions they lie, 
and your weak points and how they may be guarded against; that 
you may know both your abilities and your shortcomings. Then 
study to avoid error and to shun all foolish questions and profane 
and vain babblings. Remember that only the foundation of God 
standeth sure, and that all other foundations are worthless and all 
other theories must come to naught. But "The foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
And let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniq-
uity."--2 Tim. 2:19.  

And {2}if any man desire honor from God, let him not fail to 
seek it in God's appointed way--along the pathway of humility; for 
the Lord giveth his favors to the humble. If you would be a vessel fit 
for the Master's use and a vessel of honor, humble yourself under the 
mighty hand of God and he will exalt you in due time. Do not be in 
a hurry about it either; but whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might, beginning and ever continuing to cleanse your earth-
en vessel, that it may be fit for the Master's use.  

                                                 
{1} Dec. 20 Manna, 2 Tim. 2:15 
{2} Dec. 22 Manna, 2 Tim. 2:21 

------------------------------ 
 
 



SM635-637 "DEVELOPMENT OF 
CHRIST-LIKENESS" "As we have there-
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the 
Household of Faith."--Gal. 6:10. 

Development of character-likeness to 
our Lord Jesus Christ is the first duty of 
every consecrated child of God… Nothing 
that we can possibly do for others should be 
considered as appropriate for taking the 
place of the work which He has given us to 
do for ourselves individually… It is im-
portant that we get this thought well 
grounded in our minds. Otherwise it might 
be with us as St. Paul points out--that while 
preaching to others, we might ourselves 
become castaways.--1 Cor. 9:27…  

In seeking for opportunities of service, 
the Lord's people are to recognize that they 
are to discriminate in favor of the House-
hold of Faith rather than the world of man-
kind… Why should you not do slum work, 
etc.?" we reply that those who are engaged 
in such work are a class who do not under-
stand the Divine Plan. We are not finding 
fault with them, however; for we sympa-
thize with everything that makes for human 
uplift. But first of all should be our own 
personal uplift; and next should be our work 
for the Household of Faith.” 

THE CHURCH IS ON TRIAL FOR 
LIFE AND DEATH NOW! 

THE WORLD IS NOT! 
SM637-640 “Those who are doing slum 
work, etc., have the thought in mind that 
God is dealing with mankind in general 
now, and that now is the world's only op-
portunity for getting eternal life… The Lord 
is not now dealing with the world, but only 
with the Household of Faith. 

This statement is in harmony with the 
words of Jesus, who prayed not for the 
world, but for those whom the Father had 
given Him. (John 17:20,21.)… Whoever 
accepted that message was treated as a 
member of the Household of Faith. To such 
our Lord ministered especially, even ne-
glecting His own temporal interests to do 
so. We may be sure, however, that He never 

neglected His own spiritual needs; for the 
development of Himself as a New Creature 
was His first obligation--as it is our first 
consideration. --2 Peter 1:4-11; 3:18… 

We perceive this to be the proper 
course for development in character-
likeness to Christ. First, we are to make our 
own calling and election sure by cultivating 
all the fruits and graces of the Holy Spirit; 
then we are to keep on the alert to note and 
to gladly avail ourselves of all opportunities 
in the service of God which in His provi-
dence are opened up to us. These we are to 
use primarily in favor of the necessities of 
the Household of Faith, and then on behalf 
of anybody and everybody who may need 
assistance. The helping of those in need 
does not mean, however, that we should 
give them luxurious things or enough to last 
them the remainder of life, but that we 
should give them enough to assist them 
through their stress--a coat, a hat, a dress--
whatever we could spare that they might 
need. If we see anyone who apparently is in 
condition to have the eyes of his under-
standing opened to the Truth of God's 
Word, we might well consider it a good 
opportunity for us to assist him. Thus we 
might neglect our temporal interests and 
spare the time to help such a person. But 
under no conditions should we neglect our 
own spiritual growth. 

"STUDY TO SHOW THYSELF  
APPROVED UNTO GOD" 

In order to grow in the fruits and grac-
es of the Holy Spirit, it is necessary that we 
study the Word of God. Furthermore, since 
we have the treasure of the new mind in 
earthen vessels that are leaky by nature, it is 
necessary that we study continually. No true 
Christian, therefore, would think for a mo-
ment of ceasing to study the Word… In 
some way the Lord's people should keep in 
touch with His Word continually; otherwise 
the New Creature life will wither. 

There is also another kind of study 
which seems to be overlooked, even by 
those who study His Word faithfully. The 
study to which we now refer should be in 

progress from the moment when we awaken 
in the morning until we fall asleep at night. 
We should continually study to apply what 
we already know respecting God, respecting 
the Bible, respecting His will, respecting 
our duty toward others and toward our-
selves, respecting the  Golden Rule, etc. In 
other words, every Christian should daily, 
hourly, continually, be studying more and 
more how to put off anger, malice, hatred, 
envy, strife, evil-speaking, and all other 
works of the fallen flesh and of the Adver-
sary; and with equal perseverance he should 
be studying diligently how to put on the 
graces of the Holy Spirit--meekness, gentle-
ness, patience, long-suffering, brotherly-
kindness, love. 

All of the Bible, all that we learn re-
specting it, all the lessons taught us by Di-
vine providences, and all the advantages we 
receive from fellowship with the brethren --
all these are merely preparations for the 
great study of life--how best to perform the 
will of God in thought, word and deed. We 
emphasize this kind of study for the reason 
that we perceive that many of the Lord's 
people do not understand the matter. They 
seem to think that their spirituality depends 
upon the number of hours which they spend 
in Bible study. Thus they are grasping only 
a fraction of the Truth. The great blessings 
come from our efforts to apply the princi-
ples which we have already learned from 
the Bible. This study requires, not that we 
should have our Bibles ever in hand, but 
that we should continually bear in mind the 
things which we have already studied from 
God's Word, in order to make practical ap-
plication of them in the affairs of life, in our 
thoughts, words and doings toward God, 
toward our fellowmen, toward ourselves. 

If to the right or left I stray, 
That moment, Lord, reprove; 

And let Thy goodness chase away 
All hindrance to Thy love. 

Oh, may the least omission pain 
My well-instructed soul, 

And send me to the blood again, 
Which makes and keeps me whole.

------------------------------ 

R4838 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006) 

"STUDY TO SHOW THYSELF APPROVED"  
"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

 rightly dividing the Word of Truth." --2 Tim. 2:15.  
 
THIS TEXT does not say, "Study the Scriptures," but "Study to 

show thyself approved" --study to know what God would approve. 
And yet it means, first of all, to study the Revelation He has made. 
Then, after having come to some knowledge of the Scriptures, we 
must meditate upon them and consider how the Word is applicable 
to all of life's affairs. Thus we would study the nature of everything 
that we come in contact with, as to whether it is good or evil. The 
word "study" here is used with very much the same thought as when 
the Apostle says, "Study to be quiet."  

Evidently the central thought of this expression is the approv-
ing of ourselves to God, not to men. It is proper enough that we 
should have the approval of all good men and good women. But our 
study, primarily, should not be along this line. First, we should study 
to please God--to be approved of God. We notice that there is a 
contemplative study, such as David speaks of when he says, "I medi-
tate upon thy Law day and night"--to see how that Law would work 
out its height and depth, its length and breadth of influence upon 
himself. And so the Apostle's thought here is that it should be our 
chief aim to please God.  

"Rightly dividing the Word of Truth" would signify the proper 
application of the Word of Truth; the understanding of how and 
when and where it should be applied and what was the purpose and 
thought and Plan of the Divine Mind in the giving of this Word of 
Truth, the Word of God's Message. Up to the advent of our Lord, 

God's Message had been given chiefly through the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Then God's Message was attested by Him who came 
from heaven. Additionally, our Lord left twelve chosen Apostles to 
be His special mouthpieces, to increase the Word of Truth, to in-
crease the Word of knowledge, to increase the Word of explanation 
of the Divine Plan. Everything, therefore, that Timothy could recog-
nize as being the Lord's Message he was to give heed to. For in-
stance, one part of God's Message applies to the past, a part applies 
only to the Jews, still another part applies to Christians in the present 
life, and yet another part to their future hopes.  

WE SHOULD HAVE CLEARER LIGHT  
THAN HAD OUR FOREFATHERS 

And so, as we get the matter rightly divided before our minds, 
we get the true understanding, the special enlightenment needed in 
our day, and we are enabled to rightly divide the Word better than 
did our fathers, so that today we can see, as our fathers did not see, 
the teaching of God's Word respecting the "high calling" and "resti-
tution"--the spiritual portion of blessing for the Church and the hu-
man portion of blessing for the world. We also see 
something about the times and seasons --which apply to the 
Church and which to the blessing of the world.  

Thus, in our Day, to rightly divide the Word of Truth necessi-
tates the taking cognizance of everything that seems to be of the 
Lord and that throws any light upon the Word, and thus we may be 



able to "rightly divide" it. We must always bear in mind that in the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament "holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit," and that the Lord also said of the 
Apostles: "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven."  

We are not to forget that the Lord promised that He would 
guide His people in the way of the Truth and show them things to 
come. We are to "study" to show ourselves approved--study the 
doctrine and endeavor to have our course of conduct harmonize with 
it--study to perform faithfully the duties of a loyal soldier of the 
cross of Christ.  

The Christian soldier must study to perform even the smallest 
duty in a manner creditable to his calling; he must not permit him-
self to become entangled with other things which do not relate to his 
duties as a soldier and thus be side-tracked. The Christian soldier 
who turns aside to seek some personal, temporal advantage to the 
detriment of his duties as a soldier is to that extent an unfaithful 
soldier and likely to be drawn out of the ranks entirely.  

"Study to show thyself approved." Study the Word; study your-
self, that you may become well acquainted with yourself; that you 
may know your talents for service-- in what direction they lie, and 
what are your weak points and how they may be guarded against--
that you may know both your abilities and your shortcomings. Then 
study to avoid error and to shun all foolish questions and profane 
and vain babblings. Remember that only "the foundation of God 
standeth sure"; that all other foundations are worthless and that all 
other theories must come to naught. But "The foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, "The Lord knoweth them that are 
His." And let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 
iniquity."--2 Tim. 2:19.  

WE SHOULD STUDY TO MAKE OUR IMPUTED  
RIGHTEOUSNESS MORE AND  

MORE ACTUAL 
There is much significance in the word "study" and it is im-

portant to note that this Divine injunction is given to the Church, to 
those who are believers in Christ and who have consecrated their 
lives to His service. Having been reckonedly cleansed from sin, we 
are to give all diligence to the work of studying to make this reck-
oned cleansing, this imputed righteousness, an actual thing, to the 
extent of our ability. It is purely of Divine grace that we are reck-
oned righteous before we are actually so. Looking at our hearts and 
seeing in them, not only our good and honest intentions, but also our 
desire for righteousness and our efforts to become righteous in the 
way He would approve, God accepts the will for the deed. Accord-
ingly, He counts us as righteous now and treats us as His children, 
since we have been redeemed from the curse and have accepted His 
gracious provision for reconciliation.  

LET US STUDY TO SEE THAT OUR LIVES ARE  
AN HONOR TO THE CAUSE  

WE ESPOUSE 
Let us, then, study our hearts to see that we are striving daily to 

cast out all the old leaven of sin; to be sure that we are not content to 
allow it to remain in us and work in us; otherwise we prove by our 
course that our love for righteousness is growing weaker. Happy are 
those who find that they are not merely working down the leavened 
mass occasionally and allowing it again and again to ferment, but 
are casting it out, by constantly resisting sin, by cleansing their 
thoughts, words and deeds with the Truth and cultivating the blessed 
"fruits of the Spirit"--love, joy, peace, etc.  

Only the studious find the way to Divine approval and ac-
ceptance. Let us study to see that our lives are an honor to the cause 
we have espoused; that we abstain from even the appearance of evil; 
that we are circumspect in all our conversation, in our conduct--
watching our thoughts, our lips, our lives. Let us study to be diligent 
in every duty, performing it with a ready mind and with joy and 
gladness of heart. Let us never lose sight of the fact that we are sol-
diers, and that as true soldiers we are to learn to "endure hardness."  

A soldier has many trivial duties to perform and he is as really 
doing his duty as a soldier when he is polishing his armor, foraging, 
cooking his meals, cleaning camp or building bridges for the army 
to pass over, as when he is fighting the enemy. Such things are inci-
dental work, but are necessary and entirely consistent with his com-
mission as a soldier and should not be regarded as entanglements 
and hindrances. These duties cannot be disregarded nor carelessly 
done without a measure of unfaithfulness.  

WHATEVER OUR CAPTAIN HAS  
RECOGNIZED AND APPROVED IS  

PROPER FOR US 
So with the Christian soldier. The routine of life-- housework, 

shop work, daily toil, anything, everything, incidental to a proper 
and honest provision of "things needful" for ourselves and those 
dependent upon us for support, as well as for provision for the pros-
ecution and care of the Lord's work--all this is a proper part of our 
engagement as soldiers of the Lord.  

The Apostle Peter was as truly serving the Lord when catching 
the fish from whose mouth he got the coin with which to pay his 
Master's taxes and his own, as when proclaiming, on the day of Pen-
tecost, the "raising up" and ascension of the Lord. The Apostle Paul 
was as truly a soldier of the cross and doing his proper work as such 
when making tents (rather than be chargeable to any) as when at 
Mars Hill he preached Jesus and the resurrection. Whatever is done 
with a view to the glory and honor of our Lord, the Captain of our 
salvation, or for the benefit of any of our fellow-soldiers, or for our 
own preparation for this warfare, or in the discharge of obligations 
which our Captain has recognized and approved, is proper work for 
us as soldiers and is not entanglement in the affairs of this life.  

------------------------------ 
IMPORTANCE OF THOROUGH  

PERSONAL STUDY OF  
THE VOLUMES 

(If you read12 pages a day, you can finish in 
9 months with a 3 month buffer!) 

 
R4684-4686 "The plan of reading twelve 
pages of the STUDIES IN THE SCRIP-
TURES each day, tried by so many, results in 
more Bible study than any other way that we 
know of.  We believe that it is not so much 
the time that is given to Bible study, but the 
amount of study done and the amount of 
information gained, that counts... 

We would suggest that merely, reading 
twelve pages of the SCRIPTURE STUDIES 
would not be studying in the proper sense of 
the word --- neither studying the Bible nor 
studying the SCRIPTURES STUDIES.  A 
proper study would be to think of the mean-
ing of every word and every sentence.  The 
thought is, it is not to see how much one can 
read, but to make sure that one goes no fur-
ther than he comprehends or understands, 
whether that means one page or twenty pag-
es…   

In reading them the first time, and per-
haps the second time, and before we would 
accept anything as being our own personal 

faith and conviction, we would say, 'I will not 
take it because these studies say so; I wish to 
see what the Bible says.'  And so we would 
study the Scriptures in the light of these 
SCRIPTURE STUDIES; we would prove 
every point, or disprove it, as the case might 
be.  We would be satisfied with nothing less 
than a thorough investigation of the Bible 
from this standpoint. 

If, after doing that, we should find the 
books to be in accord with the Bible, then we 
would think we were logical in saying, 'I will 
not need to go through that process now eve-
ry time that I read the SCRIPTURE STUD-
IES, for I have looked up those texts of Scrip-
ture and know certainly that the New Testa-
ment proves all those points.'  If, at the same 
time, in any future reading, we should come 
to a place where something did not seem 
clear to us and we thought of some Scripture 
which seemed not as harmonious with it as 
we had previously thought, we would think it 
our duty to refer at once to the Scriptures, 
because the Scriptures are the standard, and 
in that reference to the Scripture it would be 
with a view to discerning whether or not we 
had been mistaken in our previous examina-
tions... 

If one will do all this it will not be mere-

ly a reading but a study; and from this stand-
point, whoever reads two pages of SCRIP-
TURE STUDIES each day with the suggest-
ed passages connected with those two pages, 
would do more Scripture studying in that 
time than he could do by any other method. 
Whenever he reads these pages and calls the 
corresponding or connecting Scriptures to 
mind he is drawing from the whole Bible, 
from Genesis to Revelation, with practically 
every page he reads. ” 
 
R2662.1.1 "I have learned from observation 
that those who merely read the DAWNS 
[Later renamed STUDIES IN THE SCRIP-
TURES] without examining the context of 
Scriptures quoted do not become well estab-
lished in the truth, so that when the fire that 
tries every man's faith becomes more intense, 
they are unable to endure the ordeal.  It has 
further been my experience that those who 
state that 'they' have the Bible to read, and 
that it is sufficient for them without reading 
the DAWNS, never come to a clear 
knowledge of the truth, because they thereby 
ignore the instrumentality that God has been 
pleased to honor in setting forth his truth in 
these last days.... Yours in our Redeemer, E. 
J. COWARD, -- Texas.” 

------------------------------ 


