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My son, attend to My words; incline 

thine ear unto My sayings. For they are life 
unto those that find them, and health to all 
their flesh. Proverbs 4:20,22  

FEW recognize the influence of the 

mind over the body. God has so organized 
our beings that pure, noble, holy thoughts in 
general have not only an elevating and en-
nobling effect upon the mental and moral 
constitution, but an invigorating influence 
upon the physical system. And, on the con-

trary, every unclean, ignoble, unchaste, 
unholy thought (as well as act) has a direct 
effect not only toward debasement of mind 
and morals, but toward the germination of 
seeds of disease already in the constitution 
of the fallen race. Z.'96-180R2014:6  

------------------------------ 
(Mat 4:4) KJV “It is written, Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 
 
R3717 “Natural food alone will not sustain 
us. We cannot live except as we have the 
smile, the favor, the approval of the Lord 
our God. To live without that would not be 
living for us.” 

 
R4896 “FEEDING ON THE WORDS OF 
GOD… "Man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he pos-
sesseth"--food and raiment, etc.-- but that 
his life, in the fullest, highest, grandest 
sense, is dependent upon his complete sub-
mission to the Divine will. Careful attention 
to every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God, to every admonition, every 
encouragement, every promise, is necessary 
to the development of those whom God is 
now calling to eternal life as joint-heirs with 
His Son in the Kingdom. Let us, then, more 
and more, as the disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
keep in memory the words of the text, and 
act upon them.”  

 
(Joh 4:34 KJV) “Jesus saith unto them, My 
meat is to do the will of him that sent me, 
and to finish his work.” 
 
R1689 "Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." That is, our meat and drink 
should be to do the will of our God and to 
finish his work (`John 4:34`) at any cost to 
ourselves; and to ask to be relieved from the 
legitimate effects of such a course would be 
out of harmony with the very spirit of sacri-
fice, which in the present time is the way to 
eternal life. 

Our Lord had the power to turn the 
stones to bread; and later he did turn water 
into wine, and, to feed the multitudes, he 
twice made food out of nothing--increasing 
two fishes and three small loaves into an 
abundance for thousands. But these miracles 
were an unselfish use of his power. He never 
used that power selfishly: to have done so 
would have been an avoidance of his cove-
nant of sacrifice; and such a suggestion was 
this temptation. 

The same principle attaches to our pray-
ers and efforts for the sick: they should be 
unselfish. We, the consecrated, are not au-
thorized to call upon divine power for the 
healing of our own infirmities. Our Lord 
healed the multitudes, but when weary him-
self simply sat down and rested. On the same 
principle, the Apostle Paul healed the multi-
tudes, but did not cure himself. He sent nap-
kins and handkerchiefs to the diseased, but 
when the consecrated were sick he sent none 
to them. Compare `Acts 19:12`; `28:7-9`; `2 
Tim. 4:20`; `1 Tim. 5:23` on this subject.” 
 

“HEALTH TO ALL THEIR FLESH” 
R2384 “Prof. Gates shows ‘that our various 
mental conditions exercise a strong influence 
for good or evil, as respects the health or 
disease of our bodies.  His claim is that an-
ger, malice, hatred, fear and in general all the 
evil passions which sweep over fallen man-

kind, mentally exercise a deleterious chemi-
cal influence, through our nerves, upon the 
blood, while wholly pure, happifying, loving 
thoughts exercise a healthful influence...’ 

Thus we see how it comes that wherever 
the purifying and uplifting influence of the 
Gospel of Christ goes…the influence of the 
spirit of righteousness, through kindness, 
love, extends to the neighborhood, and espe-
cially to the families of the consecrated.  
Thus it is that during centuries those who 
have come in contact with the Word of God, 
the fountain of the pure Gospel, have been 
most blessed and most uplifted in the scale of 
human civilization, and are the most noble 
specimens of the race, the best mentally, 
possessed of a larger degree of the spirit of a 
sound mind than others. And the more Chris-
tian people learn respecting the good influ-
ence of the true religion, taught in the Lord's 
Word, upon the health and happiness of 
themselves, their children and others, the 
stronger and the better that influence should 
be.   

When last we referred to this subject of 
the influence of the mind over the body for 
health or for disease some seemed to get the 
impression that it was a concession on our 
part to the theories of so-called "Christian 
Science" which claims to be a "mind-cure," 
pure and simple.  But we answer No; there is 
not the slightest sympathy between the view 
which we have just expressed and the theory 
of "Christian Science."  The two theories are 
exact opposites.  "Christian Science" teaches 
that there is no pain, no sickness, no sorrow, 
no death, except as people imagine these.  
Their system of cure is that people should lie 
to themselves and stick to the lies until by 
anti-suggestion self-hypnotization is effected 
and they believe the lie... 

The opposite of all this is what we 
teach.  It is not new but old.  It truthfully 
admits the fact (1) that the whole creation is 
groaning and travailing in pain; (2) that this is 
a part of the dying process, the result of the 
original sentence or "curse" upon father Ad-
am, as the just penalty of sin.  But (3) it not 
only assures us that we are sadly and serious-
ly wounded, physically, morally and  mental-
ly undone, but it presents an all-healing rem-
edy -- the blood of Christ, the merit of our 
Redeemer's sacrifice on our behalf,-- and 
offers us "life more abundant" through obedi-
ence to him.  It is to such as have thus laid 
hold of the hope set before us in the gospel, 
that we declare that true faith and trust in this 
Savior rests the mind as well as binds up the 
broken heart, and thus in proportion to our 
faith, trust and obedience it becomes a fount 
of joy, peace and blessing which extends its 
influence to all of life's affairs and to a con-
siderable extent to our physical health.  
"Blessed [every way] is the man that trusteth 
in the Lord:" he is able to rejoice in tribula-
tion, in sickness, in poverty -- in every condi-
tion he is blest..." 
 

IMPORTANCE OF PURE, NOBLE,  
HOLY THOUGHTS 

(Pro 4:20-23 KJV) “My son, attend to my 
words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. 
(21) Let them not depart from thine eyes; 

keep them in the midst of thine heart. (22) 
For they are life unto those that find them, 
and health to all their flesh. (23) Keep thy 
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the 
issues of life.” 
 
(Heb 4:12 KJV) “For the word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the divid-
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
 
(2Cor 10:4-5 KJV) “(For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;) (5) Casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ;” 
 
R5889 “MENTAL STRONGHOLDS TO 
BE CAST DOWN... Sin is entrenched in 
our minds, in our imaginations. Pride, self-
ishness and various other kinds of sin, are 
entrenched in us through the long centuries 
of the downward tendencies of our race. 
These things have dug deep trenches…they 
are firmly fastened there… The Word of the 
Lord is the only thing that will cast down 
imaginations--ignorance, superstition, pride, 
unholy ambitions, idle speculations, and 
every form of thought that would lead us 
astray and hinder the work of grace in our 
hearts and minds.”   
 
R5127 “Heart-loyalty to the Lord means 
continual effort to bring all the conduct of 
our lives, yea, the very thoughts and intents 
of our hearts, into subjection to the Divine 
will. (2Co_10:4-5.)”  
 
(Rom 6:17 KJV) “Ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was deliv-
ered you.” 
 
(Php 4:8 KJV) “Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things.” 
 
PE389 "Whether or not we have a place in 
the kingdom will depend on thinking of these 
things.  The rapidity or slowness with which 
we make progress will depend on thinking of 
these things. The degree to which we will be 
helpful to our brethren will depend on think-
ing on these things. " 
 
2H638 “The new creature will disesteem 
more and more whatsoever things are vile, 
impure, ignoble, slanderous, and all evil 
speaking. By our progress along these lines 
we may know something respecting our 
resurrection progress.” 
 
R2892 “Our minds are to be occupied in 
thinking about righteousness or just things, 
principles, etc.; we are not to be continually 



meditating upon grievances and injustices, 
either real or imagined. We are to remember, 
on the contrary, that we are living in the peri-
od which the Scriptures denominate "the 
present evil world," and that it could not be 
this if Justice prevailed generally. We are to 
remember that hereunto we were called,--
even to endure injustice, for righteousness' 
sake;--to do good, to lay down our lives in 
the service of the Lord and his Word, and yet 
to be evil-spoken of and to be misunderstood 
and to have all manner of evil said against us 
falsely for Christ's sake.” 
 
R2891 “We are not to think upon subjects 
gendering anger, hatred, strife, -- vexatious 
thoughts, quarrelsome thoughts, vindictive 
and contentious thoughts.  These all are to 
be shunned as enemies to the new crea-
ture…”   
 
R3316 “The Lord's disciples…continual 
study should be to avoid that hypercritical 
disposition to sentence and to destroy other 
people while desiring mercy for themselves. 
The rule which the Lord establishes is that 
we must expect from him mercy only in 
proportion as we shall exercise this grace 
toward others.  

LOVELESS CRITICISM  
PERVERTS THE MIND 

As illustrating this tendency to fault-
finding and how it grows upon one, a story 
is told of a young lady who once expressed 
to Hogarth, the great satirist, a wish to learn 
to draw caricatures. Hogarth replied, "Alas, 
it is not a faculty to be envied. Take my 
advice and never draw a caricature. By the 
long practice of it I have lost the enjoyment 
of beauty. I never see a face but distorted, 
and have never the satisfaction to behold the 
human face divine." So it is with those who 
unsympathetically practice fault-finding and 
criticising others' faults; they become so 
proficient in the matter that they never see 
good qualities, but merely the deficiencies. 
Their own happiness is thus injured, as well 
as the happiness of others.” 
 
Dec 1 Manna "Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself." `Matthew 22:39` You would not 
want your neighbor to use brain and tongue 
in evil surmises and slanders against you; and 
you should not do so to him..." 
 
F406 "Love "is not easily provoked," even to 
render just recompenses: remembering the 
present distress of the entire race through the 
fall, it is sympathetic rather than angry.  Love 
"thinketh no evil"; it not only will not invent 
and imagine evil, but is so disposed to give 
the benefit of any doubt that "evil surmis-
ings" are foreign to it." 
 
R4584 “Let us not forget that the Spirit of 
God is the Spirit of love—meekness, gen-
tleness, patience, long-suffering, brotherly 
kindness, love… 

Some one has said, "It is but one step 
from the sublime to the ridiculous," because 
of the facility of human imagination… 

Hypnotists act upon this power and so do 
attorneys… The client will be pictured by 
the one attorney as the representative of 
every grace and virtue, and by the opposing 
counsel the same traits, acts and words may 
be distorted and a beautiful character be 
represented as hideous, mean of motive, 
puerile and false of conduct. Thus the Apos-
tle wrote, "Unto the pure all things are pure; 
but unto them that are defiled and unbeliev-
ing is nothing pure."--Titus 1:15..  

Your great Adversary's endeavor, there-
fore, is to poison our minds, to introduce 
thereinto impurity, anger, malice, envy, 
hatred and other works of the flesh and of 
the Adversary. To the extent that he suc-
ceeds in poisoning our hearts he alienates us 
from the Lord and from all those who are in 
accord with him; and this is his object. He 
succeeds best through human instrumentali-
ties. We all know that if one dog becomes 
affected by hydrophobia every other animal 
is more or less in danger of becoming mad 
through even slight association—and infec-
tion. Thus Satan's "strong delusion" spreads 
from one to another until many be defiled 
by the root of bitterness. And to the mind, 
the heart, once embittered and out of align-
ment with the Divine view of things, every-
thing takes on different colors and the end 
of the matter is far-reaching; as the Apostle 
intimates, "Lest thereby many be defiled." 

The embittered or impure heart sees 
things from its own standpoint. The evil 
tongue once started may "set on fire the 
course of nature," as St. James declares; and 
that evil tongue is itself ignited from Ge-
henna—the Second Death. (James 3:6) That 
is to say, the evil, malicious, baneful, slan-
derous, back-biter is already himself bitten 
by the Adversary, and, unless cured, his 
would surely be a case of Second Death. 
And the same rule would apply to all bitten 
by him. The Scriptures, therefore, continual-
ly urge God's people to observe the Golden 
Rule—to do, to say, to think of others as 
they would be thought of, spoken of and 
dealt with. They continually urge upon us 
the putting away of bitterness, evil-
speaking, busy-bodying, that we may the 
more fully and the more completely put on 
Christ and be more fully under the control 
of his holy Spirit of love, meekness, pa-
tience, long-suffering and kindness… 

The Lord is now seeking merely the 
class called—the "little flock" who possess 
the Lord's Spirit or disposition, and love the 
brethren to the self-sacrificing point. It is 
incumbent, therefore, that all who would be 
recognized of the Father as possessing the 
character-likeness of the Lord Jesus should 
resist and put away, mortify, deaden, every 
unholy, unloving, unjust sentiment, as they 
would avoid the virus of hydrophobia or of 
a contagious disease… Whoever unkindly, 
untruthfully, slanderously, wickedly, under-
handedly, insinuatingly with others may 
speak or act towards us, we must not dare to 
render evil for evil, nor railing for railing, 
but "be kind and gentle towards all." 

In fact, we must not even entertain an 

unkind thought respecting those who oppose 
us, but, as Michael would not speak evil of 
Satan, but said, "The Lord rebuke thee!" so 
must it be with us…  As Satan could and 
did speak evil of the highest dignities, so his 
followers, misguided by his Spirit, speak 
slanderously of us. But as Michael dare not 
bring against Satan an accusation of railing, 
so let us beware that we do not retaliate 
upon those who speak evil of us and say all 
manner of evil against us falsely, because of 
our faithfulness to the Lord and his Word. A 
little while and the faithful will all be re-
warded.” 
 
(Rom 12:21 KJV) "Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good." 
 
R5908 “Every thought should be chal-
lenged; for if an evil thought or a selfish 
thought or a mean thought, a depraved 
thought, be admitted, it will germinate and 
bring forth a great defilement, which will 
affect our words and our conduct, and will 
extend to others.” 
 
R2892 “Let us study the divine Word and 
behold through it, as a telescope, the beauty 
of the divine character, the splendor of the 
divine plan, as revealed in God's Word and 
plan...replacing and displacing the unholy 
thoughts and sentiments of the natural man.” 
 
February 15 Manna  
 Whoso keepeth His Word, in him verily is 
the love of God perfected. 1 John 2:5  

The test is obedience. In proportion as 
we keep the Lord's Word, in like proportion 
the love of God is perfected in us; for if we 
have received the mind of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of God, the effect will be to 
cause us to both will and do His good pleas-
ure--to the extent of our ability… All the 
while we may keep so closely in touch with 
the Lord in the spirit of our minds that we 
may have continual fellowship with Him. 
 
PE378 “CONSECRATED THINKING 
 When you plant a good seed, it requires 
so much attention.  You cannot plant a good 
seed and just let it go.  After you have plant-
ed a good seed, it requires cultivation, and 
fertilizing, and careful attention… 

It is different with bad seed that produce 
weeds... You need not labor to make them 
grow.  You can stick them in any corner of 
the garden and they will be pretty sure to 
grow.  So with bad thoughts... 
 Seeds produce more seeds like them-
selves…  If in the corner of your lawn there 
is a little dandelion plant, and you do not 
pluck it up, by and by that dandelion plant 
will go to seed...  If you do not look out, you 
will soon not have a lawn, but only a dande-
lion patch.  So if you plant a good thought, 
and you encourage, water, and cultivate that 
good thought, it will grow and produce a 
prolific harvest of good thoughts…  How 
necessary it is that the Christian start with 
right thoughts, for so much will grow out of 
his thoughts.” 

------------------------------ 
R2013 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 

RESTITUTION, FAITH CURES, PRAYER CURES AND THE GIFT OF HEALING 
--(CONTINUED FROM OUR LAST)--  

"MIND HEALING" AND "CHRISTIAN SCIENCE"  
 
That the power of the mind over the body is great no person of 

experience will dispute. Every intelligent physician knows that in 
about one-half of his cases he needs to treat the mind as much as the 

body of his patient, and that in such cases to hold the confidence of 
his patient is very necessary. Who has not heard of the conscientious 
physician who in many cases administered bread-pills with strict 



orders as to proper food, drink and clothing, and thus had great suc-
cess?  

Every wise general has recognized the necessity of having the 
minds of his soldiers cheerfully employed, as promotive of general 
health. To this end sentimental music is prohibited in the army in 
time of war, and cheery and martial airs are commanded.  

It has long been observed that where an infectious disease 
breaks out and becomes pestilential, those most afraid of it, whose 
minds dwell on the disease and dread it most, are the most subject to 
it, and most likely to have it in a violent form. The story has been 
often told of the college professor whose class in a joke experiment-
ed upon him, and put him into bed sick for several days, by some 
five of them meeting him at various places on his way from home to 
the school and each succeeding one emphasizing more than the for-
mer that he looked unwell, in fact sick, and should return home at 
once.  

It is a well known fact that French scientists were some years 
ago granted several prisoners condemned to death, to experiment 
with as they chose. One was placed in a cell in which a man had just 
died from cholera, but was not told of the fact and was well the next 
day; another was placed in a clean cell, but told that the death from 
cholera had been in that cell and that he would surely take the dis-
ease; and he did take it, and died. Another of their experiments was, 
to bind and blindfold a prisoner and pass his hand and arm through a 
partition, telling him that scientists wanted to learn how long it 
would take to bleed to death from the cutting of one of the arteries 
of the arm. He prepared for the execution in this form and died in a 
few hours, though really the experiment was to learn how much 
effect fear would have, for the cut made in his arm was quite insig-
nificant, and he lost only a few ounces of blood; the drip, drip, drip, 
which he could hear, and feel run down his arm, being a carefully 
arranged device of tepid water. He was mind-killed; he thought he 
had lost the blood, and exhaustion and death were the result.  

Who, that has observed, will not admit that to think about an 
ache or a pain will aggravate it? And if it will intensify pain to allow 
the mind to dwell upon it, is it not reasonable to believe that pain 
can be lessened, and a cure expedited, by an exercise of the brain 
power in an opposite direction? The secret of how the mind operates 
upon disease undoubtedly lies in the fact that the brain is not only 
the seat of all thought, but also of all feeling. It has communication 
with the entire person by its active messengers, the nerves. Conse-
quently when a message of pain comes from wounded nerves, the 
brain has power either to soothe the wounded nerves and assist thus 
in allaying the pain, or, on the other hand, it has power, instead of 
healing, to spread a general alarm to the entire nervous system, and 
thus both to increase the pain and delay recovery. From that centre, 
the brain, all the nerves are directed and more or less controlled, as a 
factory is governed and directed from the manager's office. If we 
had no nerves, we could have no pain; and if we had the nerves 
even, and had no brain to which they could communicate their trou-
ble, we could have no knowledge of pain. Hence we see that wheth-
er we shall suffer much pain depends not only upon the fineness, 
delicacy or sensitiveness of our nerves, but also upon the way in 
which our minds shall receive the appeals of our nerves-- whether 
we magnify or minimize them. And yet, the full appreciation of the 
mental powers of human beings, and how best to make use of them, 
evidently belongs further along. In the full sunlight of the Millennial 
day this will doubtless be one of the prominent agencies of human 
restitution.  

But we should be on guard against a device of our enemy, who, 
taking advantage of this principle of restitution which must soon be 
far more widely recognized than at present, endeavors to use it as his 
balloon by which to lift into public notice doctrines and theories 
subversive of the doctrines of the Scriptures. We refer now, special-
ly, to what is deceptively termed "Christian Science." This entire 
system seems to be as fraudulent and deceptive as its name, though 
we admit that some honest souls are possibly to be found among its 
advocates, having been deceived and misled by it. By reason of the 
gross misrepresentations of God's character and plans by so-called 
Orthodoxy, some, in groping for something better, have fallen into 
this snare of Satan, as others have been ensnared into Infidelity, 
Spiritism, Theosophy, etc.  

There is nothing Christian about "Christian Science." It is 
against Christ and against the truths which Christ and his apostles 
taught. It is emphatically anti-Christian in its tendencies. But it 

acknowledges Christ, says one. Yes, we answer, so did the devils 
when they had an object in so doing. (Matt. 8:29; Acts 16:17; 
19:15.) Spiritists also acknowledge Christ, claiming that he was an 
eminent medium. And so these Christian Scientists use his name to 
deceive, if possible, the very elect, claiming that our Lord was one 
of them --a Christian Scientist who did very well all things consid-
ered, but who did not understand the Science so well as its present 
exponents, who are ladies, and whose finer sensibilities were requi-
site to a full appreciation of the unfathomable depths of this science.  

Candor compels us to remark that few Christian people recog-
nize the meaning of the word Christian. It is not like the word Lu-
theran or Wesleyan: the secret force lies in the meaning of the Greek 
word Christ, which corresponds to the Hebrew word Messiah, and is 
a title rather than a name. It signifies, one Anointed by Jehovah as 
his agent, to accomplish the promised deliverance and blessing of 
mankind. All this was and is understood by the Jew as the import of 
the title Messiah, and should be recognized as the meaning of the 
corresponding word Christ by all true Christians.  

"Christian Science" expounders, however, very far from believ-
ing in or expecting any deliverance through our Lord Jesus, the 
Christ, see nothing from which to deliver mankind, except perhaps 
delusions of pain, etc. They deny entirely any atonement for sin, and 
in fact deny any original sin to make necessary a ransom-sacrifice, 
such as the Scriptures teach. And not only do they thus deny the 
Lord's work already accomplished, but they deny any future work to 
be done by him as the Millennial King. They deny that he did any-
thing at his first advent except to teach their science, and that very 
imperfectly as compared with what they could have done,--
especially as compared with what the self-styled "Rev." Mrs. Eddy, 
their Boston leader and teacher, would have done.  

But do not "Christian Scientists" claim to believe the Bible? 
some one suggests; and do they not quote from it frequently? Yes, 
certainly, that is a part of their garment of light, by which they de-
ceive some of the children of the light. They quote Scripture much 
as Satan quoted it to our Lord in the temptation recorded in Matt. 
4th chapter. But though they quote from the Bible, it is in an incon-
sistent manner and wholly out of its relation to the context, just as 
Satan did,--not to define God's plan, but to bolster up a theory which 
proves a snare to many not rooted and grounded in the truth. Such, 
not familiar with the general meaning of the passages quoted, too 
often do not take the time to fully examine the context, but swallow 
the theory whole, presuming their teachers to be honest, and that the 
passages cited are correctly applied.  

So-called Orthodoxy (by the custom of its ministers to take 
texts from the Bible for all sorts of discourses, contrary to the mean-
ing and intention of the writer) has laid the foundation for just such 
deceptions as these which are now shipwrecking the faith of so 
many. Indeed, we are distinctly shown that all but "the elect," a 
faithful few, will be misled by some of these various deceptive 
snares. But the "very elect," because fully consecrated to God, shall 
have light and help sufficient to prevent them from being deceived 
so as to fall into such errors.  

We are not criticizing Christian Science at length in this paper, 
for this we have already done in a former issue. We merely wish 
now to note that the truth on the subject of mental assistance to 
healing, presented above, already for many years recognized by all 
thinkers, though perhaps fully comprehended and appreciated, as 
yet, by none, is a very different thing from the claims of "Christian 
Scientists." The former is in perfect harmony with both reason and 
Scripture, while the latter violates both.  

In fact, we hold that the theories of these scientists (?) cannot 
have emanated from a sound brain, no matter how many sound 
minds may have been worked up to the point of belief in so unrea-
sonable and unscientific a view of matters. We notice, too, that 
though they claim to believe that diseases and pains are not realities, 
but merely imaginations of the diseased minds, and curable by get-
ting rid of such imaginations, yet when it comes to paying for this 
imaginary healing, imaginary dollars will not do. One might sup-
pose that they would become so convinced of their theory that "All 
is mind, there is no matter; all is life, there is no death," etc., that 
they would consider hunger and thirst and weariness and money as 
mere imaginations, and disregard them; but not so: food, and dress, 
and rest, and especially money, are very real to them. For instance, a 
book to explain (?) their theory is only $3.00. And the services of 
those who, after hearing about twelve discourses, get a "diploma" to 



practice as "Christian Scientists," are never charged for in an imagi-
nary manner, but at a good round figure in tangible money. All this 
is very different from the spirit and method of our Master, whose 
name they fraudulently adopt, to deceive and ensnare his followers.  

But does some one ask, What object could Satan have in get-
ting up such a deception and delusion? We answer, It is one of the 
many efforts he is permitted to make now against the foundation of 
all true Christian faith--THE RANSOM. Of course "Christian Scien-
tists" do not claim to deny the ransom; nor do any of the various no-
ransom theories so claim. It is part of their deceptive policy to retain 
a form of sound words, while they are diligent and untiring in their 
efforts to subvert their real significance. And all errors seem to take 
this form, evidently inspired by the one great deceiver, the arch-
enemy of the cross. They are all the more dangerous and deceptive 
because they do not deny the Bible openly, but underhandedly. They 
deny original sin and its penalty, and ignore the work of Christ as 
Redeemer. They do not, of course, deny that he died, but they do 
deny that he "gave himself a ransom [a corresponding price] for all;" 
for they deny that any price was required or paid. The following 
quotation from one of their prominent writers shows that they ignore 
Christ's redemptive work entirely, and substitute a principle of good 
as their deity. The writer says:--  

"We are growing into that state where human possibilities and 
powers expand to their ultimate limits, and are pushing on toward 
the divine development as sons and daughters of God."  

In this manner Satan would deceive the world into the belief 
that the restitution privileges and blessings, which he can not delay, 
are not results of God's time and order, nor brought about by our 
Lord's redemptive work at Calvary, and his second coming in power 
as the promised "Seed" to bless all the families of the earth, and to 
restore all things, as spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets 
since the world began. (Acts 3:19-21.) He would offset and hinder 
as much as possible the proper effect of the coming blessings (viz., 
to lead mankind to appreciate and love their Redeemer and Restor-
er), by forestalling the effect of the coming restitution to the full 
perfection of human powers, and attributing them to a mere natural, 
human, mental "development" and "growing."  

This deception, as to the cause and source of the coming resti-
tution, leading the mind away from the great work of Christ, first as 
Redeemer, and finally as Life-giver or Restorer, will be all the 
greater, because Satan thus adroitly mingles truth with error--a truth, 
too, more forcible far than the world and "Christian Scientists" gen-
erally conceive. The Millennial restitution will come about as a 
gradual development, expanding every good human quality to its 
ultimate limits (full restitution to all that was lost); and doubtless 
this will be accomplished very largely through the channel of faith 
and mental healing, guided by the Great Physician and his glorified 
Bride.  

The fact that Satan, the prince of death and sickness (Compare 
Heb. 2:14and Luke 13:16), has adopted "mind cures" to draw the 
attention of the world and to keep them blinded (2 Cor. 4:4) proves 
that our great foe is put to straits to continue his hold upon mankind; 
for, as our Lord intimated, when Satan begins to cast out Satan, it is 
a sign that his kingdom is nearing its end and will soon fall. This 
agrees with what we know from other sources,--that Satan's triumph 
is limited; that he will soon be bound for a thousand years, that he 
may deceive the nations no more.  

KEEP THE MIND PURE 
PROV. 4:23-27 

 {1}Few recognize the influence of the mind over the body. God 
has so organized our beings that pure, noble, holy thoughts in gen-
eral have not only an elevating and ennobling effect upon the mental 
and moral constitution, but an invigorating influence upon the phys-
ical system. And, on the contrary, every unclean, ignoble, unchaste, 
unholy thought (as well as act) has a direct effect not only toward 
debasement of mind and morals, but toward the germination of 
seeds of disease already in the constitution of all the fallen race.  

If this were more widely known and more fully recognized, it 
would be a great blessing to very many, and would tend to prevent 
much sickness among both young and old, and would sometimes 
explain why those whose hands and brains are busiest are often the 
most healthy and happy. "Keep thy heart [mind, will]; for out of it 

 
{1} Feb. 3 Manna, Pro. 4:20, 22 

are the issues of life." These words should be deeply graved upon 
the tablet of memory by every person. They are words of wisdom. 
Their full import may not be recognized by many in the present 
time, but surely all must sooner or later learn it; for compliance with 
this rule is to be the arrangement by and under which, during 
Christ's Millennial reign, the world will be blessed.  

Mankind will be brought to a knowledge of the truth, and to an 
opportunity for restitution to full perfection by the great Redeemer, 
but in such a manner as to require them to strive against sin and 
impurity, and to strive for righteousness and perfection, which in 
response to their prayers and efforts the Life-giver will supply 
freely, having redeemed them from the Adamic condemnation for 
this very purpose of restoring the obedient to all that was lost in 
Adam's fall.  

It is a mistake to suppose, as many seem to do, that because our 
Lord Jesus paid the full price of our redemption from sin and death, 
therefore all the redeemed ones must be freed forever from condem-
nation and sin, as soon as the "times of Restitution" begin. On the 
contrary, when the world is awakened from the tomb it will be still 
under condemnation as sinners and unworthy of eternal life, and 
subject to the bondage of corruption (death). Its first step will be to 
learn of God's gracious provision in the ransom, by which, through 
Christ, they may escape sin and its penalty (corruption) and obtain 
the gift of life. That knowledge will develop either obedience and 
consecration to Christ and lead to its reward of gradual restitution to 
human perfection, or it will lead to a personal and wilful rejection of 
God's grace and the merging of their sentence from Adamic death to 
Second death. Our Lord's sacrifice atoned for and is applicable to 
only the sin of Adam and its wide spread results. Hence it covers 
only those sins which result from weaknesses within ourselves and 
evil and temptation surrounding us, which our hearts (wills) do not 
consent to nor approve when we come to know the right and wrong 
in God's sight.  

As soon as we come to a clear apprehension of our provided 
redemption, and into harmony with its conditions, we may consider 
ourselves "saved" from the Adamic condemnation and restored to 
divine favor, though the time for actual restoration to the blessings 
secured is at the close of the Gospel age. This is true of the elect 
Church now, and will be true of the world in the next age. The actu-
al attainment of the privileges and blessings of restitution provided 
for all by God, through our Redeemer, and to be freely offered (in 
the coming age) to all, will not be attained except by the desire and 
effort of the human will; just as the saints of this age must watch and 
strive and pray, to win the prize of the new nature now offered.  

As soon as we know and accept of Christ's redemption work, 
we may reckon ourselves free from all condemnation on Adam's 
account, or traceable to his failure; and then, at that moment of 
knowledge, the individual trial of each human being begins; and by 
his efforts as well as his prayers he shows his desire for a life of 
holiness and purity and fellowship with God. And to such the Lord 
is pleased to extend his favor and every needed aid, bringing them 
ultimately to full perfection and to the enjoyment of all the privileg-
es lost by wilful sin in Eden. And every sin and impurity, every 
unholiness, every dishonesty of thought or act will react upon the 
evil-doer, bringing with it a heavy toll of interest; and, if persisted 
in, it will prove such a one unworthy of the everlasting life of holi-
ness and purity. This, the only everlasting life which God has of-
fered or will grant, will be given only to those who, when brought to 
a full knowledge of all the facts, shall so desire a life of holiness as 
to strive against sin and impurity in every form.  

And while this principle will apply specially to mankind during 
the Millennium, it is also a principle with the saints in the present 
time. Purity, chastity, holiness of heart (of mind), belong to our con-
secration, --to be copies of God's dear Son, our Lord, who was holy, 
harmless, undefiled. Wherefore:--  

"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life." (Prov. 4:23.) "Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see 
God.--Matt. 5:8.  

"Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report,...think on 
these things." --Phil. 4:8.  

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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