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Thou art my rock and my fortress;
therefore for Thy name's sake, lead me, and
guide me. Psalm 31:3

AFTER the Lord has given us certain
lessons and experiences, some of which
come to us under quiet and restful condi-
tions, the order of procedure may be

(Psa 91:2 KJV) "I will say of the LORD, He
is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in
him will I trust.”

R4585 “Whether they and others recognize
the fact or not, those who have the Lord for
their refuge and fortress have a superhuman
care and protection.”

R4378 "There is one kind of fearlessness
which is begotten of self-esteem, lack of
humility. This is not the kind enjoined upon
the Lord's people. They are to be both ten-
der-hearted and humble-minded. The spirit
of courage possessed by the saints is based
largely upon their faith in the Lord. Realiz-
ing the divine love and providential care,
these can apply to themselves the gracious
assurance that "The Father himself loveth
you" and that "All things shall work togeth-
er for good to them that love God, to the
called ones according to his purpose.” It is
this realization of divine all-wisdom and all-
power that gives the strength of heart...

The spirit of courage needs special cul-
tivation by the Lord's people. And this cul-
tivation means growth in all the graces. For
instance, if calamity befall us or threaten us
we should immediately think of the fact that
our Lord assures us that an insignificant
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without
the Father's notice and that we are of much
more value than many sparrows. This
thought at once strengthens the heart, nerves
the arm, quickens the pulse of endeavor,
provided we can realize that God is for us,
that no earthborn cloud intervenes between
our souls and the love for us which he has
declared. If a cloud does obscure the Fa-
ther's love we must the more earnestly, the
more persistently get from behind it by get-
ting our hearts right with the Lord, by going
to him in prayer, by confessing our tres-
passes and by requesting mercy and grace to
help and to restore us to his favor.

"Be of good courage and he shall
strengthen thine heart," is one of the bless-
ings assured us in his Word. In the divine
order courage is necessary in order to
strength and victory. Some one has said,
"One with God is the majority." With the
courage to grasp this thought and to hold it
things almost superhuman seem possible to
the Lord's people, while without this cour-
age they may naturally be weak and easily
vanquished.

COURAGE IN THE EVIL DAY

Never before, perhaps, was courage so
needed as it will be needed in the evil day
just before us; but the Prophets' descriptions
of the great trouble time before us are very
figurative when they speak of fire and
clouds and pillars of smoke, saying of this
time, "l will show wonders in the heavens
and in the earth, blood and fire and pillars of
smoke," etc. But the consecrated children of
God need have no timidity in respect to

changed, and the indication of the Lord's
providences may lead to some breaking up
of conditions which had been both favorable
and unfavorable in some respects --leading
into new circumstances and conditions. It is
not for the true spiritual Israelite to murmur
or complain, or even to express a choice;
but to look to the Lord for guidance. If he

these matters if they have the proper cour-
age, developed by proper exercise and built
upon proper faith, founded upon the
knowledge of divine revelation. His attitude
of heart will be, "I will fear no evil, for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they com-
fort me." Whether, therefore, storms finan-
cial, political, religious or demoniacal, come
his way, the child of God may rest secure
and be of good courage. The Lord is both
able and willing to care for his interests and
bring him off victor. Should the fallen an-
gels be permitted to again materialize and
personate either the dead or the living, this
class need have no fear. Their perfect love
for the Lord, based upon a knowledge and
appreciation of his Truth, will lead them to
triumph courageously over all the wiles of
the Adversary and his hordes.
THE ELECT TO BE UNDECEIVABLE

The Scriptures abound with testimo-
nies to the effect that the severe trials of the
near future will be along the lines of decep-
tion. They speak of lying angels and deceiv-
ableness of unrighteousness and "lying
wonders" and tell us that the Lord will send
or permit a strong delusion that they may
believe a lie. If we gain the right conception
of the matter these deceptions are to affect
the whole world, including its wise men,
and indeed practically everybody except the
"very elect"; and the "very elect" will be
preserved, not through their own wisdom or
superiority, but through the power of God,
"For there shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect."--Matt.
24:24.

Our Lord in the parable of the wheat
and tares tells of the harvest work and how
in the present time he would gather "togeth-
er his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other." (Matt. 24:24.) It
is by thus gathering them that they will be
protected in the time of strife and trouble
when others will be deceived. But they are
not to be gathered physically into one place,
but spiritually; their minds, their hearts,
their affections are to be gathered together,
centered. Our text tells us that our Lord is
this great Center to which his Elect must all
be gathered if they would have rest or
peace, if they would overcome the world,
the flesh and the peculiar snares of the Ad-
versary, which will now be laid for the feet
of all and will more or less entrap all except
the Elect class.

"GATHER MY SAINTS UNTO ME"

Figuratively all of these "very elect"”
ones are gathered, and the place is thus de-
scribed, "I will say to the Lord, he is my
refuge; in him will | trust"; and again, "He
that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty." (Psa. 91:1.) Ah! no wonder that
we also read, "No harm shall come nigh
them." How could harm come to any who
are thus close to the Lord? A thousand shall
fall at thy side; ten thousand at thy right

can discern the leadings of divine provi-
dence, even though it be in a wilderness
condition more arid and undesirable than
that in which he has previously been, he is
to follow the Lord's leadings unquestioning-
ly, and with songs of faith and confidence.
Z.'02-249R3060:6

hand; but it shall not come nigh thee; be-
cause thou hast made the Lord thy refuge;
thou hast made the Most High thy habita-
tion."--Psa. 91:7.

This nearness to God, into which his
"very elect” will be gathered, will be the
source of their protection. And the dangers
to others will be in proportion to their dis-
tance to this great citadel of strength, this
fortress, this refuge or tower.

"Then let our songs abound,
And every tear be dry;
We're trav'ling through Immanuel's ground,
To fairer prospects nigh."”
"ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME"

These were our Lord's words after his
resurrection. They were true then. They
have been true throughout this age and they
are still more completely true today, be-
cause we are now living in the time of
which it is written, "He shall take unto him-
self his great power and reign." His reign
has in some senses of the word already be-
gun. He has already marshaled forces which
will complete the overthrow of everything
opposed to his Kingdom and its righteous
laws. And we may be sure that the members
of his Body still in the flesh this side of the
veil are no less subjects of his providential
care than is the world and its affairs. We
may be sure that nothing is transpiring,
either in the nominal Church or amongst the
kingdoms of the world; amongst socialistic
or political parties or in the financial world
contrary to what will best serve our Lord's
purposes in connection with the events just
before us and the outworking of the same in
fullest accord with the prophecies.

Oh, that we could get this thought
rightly settled in our minds! Yea, as the
Scriptures say, "Settle it in your hearts" --
that our Lord is at the helm superintending
all of earth's affairs at the present time in a
much more practical sense than ever in the
past...

"Greater is he that is on our part than
all that are against us"--however numerous,
however strong, and whether demons or
men. Let us remember that we are called to
be overcomers and that the victory that
overcometh the world is our faith.

"Resist the devil and he will flee from
you" is the Lord's testimony. This implies
an assault by the Adversary. It implies that
he should be resisted and can be resisted
and that in the end he will flee from us, not
because of arrogance or power on our part,
but, as our Master said, "He hath nothing in
me"; so if he finds it useless to continue his
assaults he will probably flee also from us
to other fields of service. We remind all of
our readers that whoever comes under the
influence of Spiritism, Christian Science,
Hypnotism or any other form of Occultism
is thereby endangering himself, not only for
the moment, but also for the future, because
the evil spirits operating through these vari-
ous channels seek, some in one way and
some in another, to delude, bewilder, con-
fuse the reason and bring into subjection the



minds of those with whom they have to do.
Hence, any of the Lord's people who have
had affiliation at any time with any of these
are specially warned of liability to intrusion
by these spirits. We remind all that the spe-
cial channel through which they have had
special success is human curiosity. We urge
all of the Lord's people to restrain their cu-
riosity and rely on the Lord's Word and
have no dealings whatever with any of these

occult systems...

In conclusion, then, dear friends, be of
good courage, of strong faith, of heroic
determination, and see that your faith is not
in yourself, nor in your vows, nor in your
very best endeavors, but in the Lord. Trust
in the Lord and the practise of your faith to
control your thoughts and words and deeds
and to bring you closer to our Father and
Redeemer. We live in a time when worldly
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wisdom is taking hold of this need of cour-
age and is advising people that it should be
based upon self-confidence, self-assurance,
self-esteem. This is the world's counterfeit,
the Adversary's counterfeit of the true cour-
age which the Word of God inculcates and
through which we may not only rejoice in
all of the present experiences of life, but
ultimately “come off conquerors; yea, more
than conquerors through him that loved us."

Golden Text:--"For thy name's sake lead me, and guide me."--Psa. 31:3.

ISRAEL spent nearly a year in the vicinity of Mt. Sinai. It was
about a year and fifty days after their departure from Egypt that, by
the Lord's instruction, they broke camp to journey toward the prom-
ised land--Canaan. Doubtless, their first impressions respecting the
matter were that the Lord, through Moses, would lead them directly
into the Land of Promise, and no doubt they wondered at the delay.
We can see, however, that a nation reduced almost to the condition
of slavery, would need many lessons to prepare the people for the
glorious heritage which the Lord had promised them. In previous
studies we have seen how the Lord inculcated lessons of trust, duty,
obedience, worship and temperance, and subsequent events will
prove to us that even with all these instructions the people were not
yet ready to trust and obey the Lord so as to be properly fit for their
inheritance.

During the eleven months spent in the vicinity of Mt. Sinai,
important arrangements were effected --all tending to a larger degree
of organization, government and personal responsibility amongst the
people. When ready to leave Mt. Sinai they had not only their tribal
organizations, but were additionally grouped in companies of ten
and these into fifties and these again into larger groups or com-
mands, so that the entire host was well marshalled. Besides this,
they had in each tribe a Judge or lawgiver for minor questions;
welightier matters being brought to Moses and through him to the
Lord. Moreover, the Lord put his spirit upon seventy of the elders of
the people, of all the tribes, so that they prophesied or taught the
people, each in his own department; while the tribe of Levi had been
specially set apart to the divine service. The Tabernacle had been
made with all its appurtenances, and the regular order of worship
had been established--typical, like the people, of the better things
coming afterward.

If, as we see, it was appropriate that Israel according to the
flesh should have training-lessons in trust, obedience, etc., we can
readily understand that their antitype, spiritual Israel, has much need
of instruction, much need to learn lessons along the same lines,--and
still more particularly, if they would be prepared to enter into typical
Canaan. We need to learn to trust the Lord implicitly after we leave
Egypt, the world, and set forth on the way to our Canaan; we need to
learn that he alone is able to deliver us from the spirit of the world
which would still pursue us and bring us back into captivity; we
need to learn to trust the Lord for the heavenly manna and to gather
it day by day; we need to learn confidence in the Lord, not only in
the presence of the leaders whom he raises up for us, but also in
their absence, and not to set up for ourselves earthly idols to draw
our hearts away in any measure from the Lord and his arrangements,
and the great purpose for which we have started under his leader-
ship; we need to learn the import of the Covenant which he has gra-
ciously made with us, sealed with the precious blood;--to be faithful
to our share therein to the extent of our ability, and to trust the re-
mainder to our great Mediator.

We need also to learn the Tabernacle lessons-- how and under
what conditions we may have fellowship with God--may enter into
the court and still further into the Holy, and ultimately, as members
of the High Priest's body, into the Most Holy. We need to learn or-
der in respect to natural as well as spiritual things; and that while the
liberties of the Lord's people are to be conserved and bondage to evil
is to be avoided, that, nevertheless, in all of the Lord's arrangements
there is order, as represented in the order established amongst the
Israelites. We are to learn first of all to be subject to the Lord, and
secondly, to every ordinance of God; we are to consider the truly
consecrated people of God as a unit and are to seek to co-operate
one with another, and to remember the Apostle's words, "Remember
them which have the rule over you," (Heb. 13:7), and again, "Yea,
all of you be subject one to another.” (I Pet. 5:5.) All of these lessons
are necessary to us, as similar lessons in type were necessary to

typical Israel.

The cloud, representing the Lord, rested over the Tabernacle
during the sojourn in the vicinity of Sinai; but in harmony with the
instructions given through Moses, when the appointed time had
come, the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle and went before the peo-
ple and about one hundred and fifty miles distant, rested over anoth-
er wilderness nearer Canaan. The people followed it in marching
order and apparently at first with great enthusiasm, praising the
Lord. Vs. 35 seems to refer to Psalm 68 which describes the journey;
see also Psa. 132:8. But whatever were the joyful anticipations of
the people, they found the wilderness of Paran into which the Lord
led them the scene of great trial, for it was much more rugged than
the wilderness of Sinai and much less adapted to the care of their
flocks and herds. This brought to the people fresh trials of faith and
courage and endurance and confidence in the Lord and appreciation
of his promises.

So with spiritual Israelites: (Yafter the Lord has given us cer-
tain lessons and experiences, some of which come to us under quiet
and restful conditions, the order of procedure may be changed, and
the indication of the Lord's providences may lead to some breaking
up of conditions which had been both favorable and unfavorable in
some respects--leading into new circumstances and conditions. It is
not for the true spiritual Israelite to murmur or complain or even to
express a choice; but to look to the Lord for guidance. If he can
discern the leadings of divine providence, even though it be in a
wilderness condition more arid and undesirable than that in which
he has previously been, he is to follow the Lord's leadings unques-
tioningly and with songs of faith and confidence. **We are march-
ing toward Canaan and know that other experiences are due us and
must be undergone ere we can inherit the promises. The lesson for
us is prompt and thorough obedience to the Lord's leadings without
murmurings-- with joyfulness; and this can only be expected on the
part of those who have learned the lessons previously given them,
and above all the lesson of faith,-- confidence in the Lord's power
and goodness and faithfulness.

REBELLION AGAINST GOD'S PROVIDENCE

It was while in Paran that the people began to murmur again--
for the leeks and onions and garlic and fish, etc., of Egypt. As little
children to a father, they lamented to Moses--even regretting that
they had been led out of bondage. Moses appealed the matter to the
Lord, and the latter granted the request in displeasure, telling Moses
that he esteemed the people to be murmurers against himself; be-
cause he was the real Leader and Moses merely his servant. The
people wanted more meat, expressing themselves as wearied of the
manna, so God sent them quails. An immense flock of quails was
blown by a providential storm from the south and east over the
Elantic Gulf into their camp. A writer on Eastern subjects says: --
"These quails cannot sustain themselves long on the wing, and after
crossing the desert 30 or 40 miles they would scarcely be able to
fly....When exhausted they would easily be taken as they flew at a
height of about two cubits (3 or 4 feet) from the ground.” The people
got an abundance; but ate so greedily that a pestilence broke out
among them, which cost the lives of many, so that they called that
place Kibroth-Hattaavah--"Graves of Greediness." Thus the Lord
permitted their discontent and spirit of rebellion to work out a severe
penalty in a natural way.

Is it not sometimes after the same manner with the Spiritual Is-
raelites? Do not some after being well fed on spiritual manna permit
a selfish, craving spirit to interrupt their fellowship with the Lord to

1} Fep. 21 Manna, Psa. 31:3
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some extent--hankering for earthly, fleshly, good things; --forgetting
the wisdom of our Leader, the Lord, and that his love which thus far
has delivered us, and fed and led us, is still with us, as wise and as
good as ever? Sometimes it is a repining against our lot in life, a
desire for more ease and comfort and wealth and social influence,
than are within our reach: sometimes it is a protest against our share
of the aches and pains of the groaning creation and our inability to
get rid of these: sometimes it is a protest against the illness and
death of a loved one.

How unwise! Should not those who have been fed on the spir-
itual manna realize that all of Spiritual Israel’s affairs are under the
Lord's care and supervision? Should they not remember that,--He
doth not willingly afflict the children of men, but for their good?
(Lam. 3:33; Heb. 12:10.) Ah! some have found that the prayers of
murmurers, even when answered, as were Israel's, sometimes bring
unexpected drawbacks;--that ¥selfish prayers are too expensive.
Some have gained wealth and lost the truth and its service: some
have gained health only to find that with it they gained other trials
no less severe: some have had their dear ones restored to them from
the very jaws of death, only to wish afterward that God had not an-
swered their prayers;--or, more correctly, to wish that they had ac-
cepted the Lord's wisdom and providences trustfully, contentedly,
uncomplainingly.

The lesson to Israel was, that they should trust the Lord implic-
itly; and accepting and using all that they had, all that the surround-
ings would supply, they should have used it as wisely and as thor-
oughly as possible--accepting all things, natural as well as miracu-
lous, as God's gifts. And therewith they should have been content,
thankful, happy. So, too, Spiritual Israel should use wisely such
things as are within their reach--accepting all as God's gifts with
thanksgiving; but their petitions should be for spiritual gifts --
including patient-endurance and heart-contentment.

REBELLION AGAINST THE DIVINE ORDER

It was in Paran that Miriam and Aaron rebelled against Moses'
leadership asserting themselves his equals in authority. Miriam, the
prime mover in the matter, referred to Moses' marriage to a negress
(Ethiopian) as an evidence of his general incapacity to manage his
own affairs, much less those of a nation. The text of the complaint is
given only in part, but undoubtedly the fact that they were now near
to Canaan and well organized and that it was now comparatively
easy to lead the people, led to this wrong position. Both were quite
willing that Moses should be leader when the start was made and
when all the chances seemed to be against the success of the move-
ment.

Poor Moses! If it almost crushed him when the people mur-
mured against him, how must he have felt when his two most trusted
advisers thus showed that they too had a wrong view of the Exodus,
and considered Moses a self-appointed leader! True, it does appear
to us as though his meekness had led him into a marriage in every
way beneath his education and station in life; but then, was he not
under divine supervision in all his affairs? And could not the Lord
have hindered the marriage unless he saw some way in which it
could prove advantageous? And should not Miriam and Aaron have
remembered this, and minded their own business? As a matter of
fact we believe that the Lord was favorable to the marriage; --that
thus he forestalled any inclination on the part of Israel to accept the
children of Moses as their kings and lawgivers to the subversion of
the divine program.

The Lord's indignation was shown in smiting Miriam with lep-
rosy and refusing to heal her for seven days even at the entreaty of
Moses;--that thus the camp of Israel might also get a lesson in har-
mony with a subsequent statement,--"Touch not mine anointed, and
do my prophets no harm."

The lesson of trusting to the Lord's vigilance in minding his
business and the lesson that each Israelite indeed should mind his
own business, are still closely identified. Many, nay all, still need to
learn these lessons. The officiousness which inclines so many to
think that the Lord's work will go to wreck unless they control the
lever and pass their judgment upon everybody and everything, is
dangerous to all who have it, and their name is legion. It is born of
too great self-conceit mixed with lack of respect for God's wisdom
and with a desire to meddle as "busybodies in other men's matters."

3} Fep. 22 Manna, Heb. 13:5

Each should early learn that while doing his own part with his might
he should trust much to the Lord, and that to him each servant stands
or falls. Failure to do this leads to leprosy--sin.
"COME THOU WITH US AND WE WILL
DO THE GOOD."

Hobab, here introduced to our attention (vs. 29), was Moses'
brother-in-law. (Judg. 4:11--R.V.) Raguel is here given as the name
of Moses' father-in-law and is supposed to refer to the same person
called Jethro in another place. The explanation offered is that Raguel
was his proper name and Jethro, which signifies Excellent, was his
title as a chieftain of the Midianites, of the clan known as Kenites
which dwelt in Midian east of Sinai. Hobab, therefore, was also a
chieftain amongst the Kenites and undoubtedly, as Moses' words
suggest, was well acquainted with the country through which Israel
would pass. Moses invited him to cast in his lot with the Israelites
promising him that thus he, and such of his tribe as would come
with him, should become joint-participators with the Israelites in the
promises God had made them,--"Come thou with us and we will do
thee good, for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel...and it
shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the
Lord shall do to us, the same will we do unto thee." Although Hobab
at first refused, the promise of a share with Israel apparently influ-
enced him favorably; because mention is made elsewhere of the
Kenites as having share with Israel in the promised land.--Judges
1:16; 4:11; 1 Sam. 15:6; | Chron. 2:55.

Doubtless this narrative of divine arrangement with Hobab
through Moses, was intended to convey a lesson to spiritual Israel-
ites also. It represents that some who are not children of the promis-
es according to the flesh, were, nevertheless, accepted of God be-
cause of the exercise of faith,--because of their willingness also to
endure the trials and difficulties and warfare of the children of Israel,
that they might be participators with them in the rewards and prom-
ises. So to-day, we may say to those who are still aliens, strangers,
foreigners to the Lord's covenants, "Come thou with us and we will
do thee good." We may tell whoever has an ear to hear of the gra-
cious things which the Lord has promised, of everlasting life in Par-
adise, to all who are his,-- faithful to the end of the journey; and yet,
it will be a matter for the exercise of their wills: if they share in the
blessings, they must also be willing to share the difficulties of the
way, and the reproaches of the Lord's people. Not only may we thus
speak to people orally, inviting them to join with us, but our lives in
general should be "living epistles," giving testimony of our faith in
the Lord and in his promises;-- helpful, encouraging and attractive to
others.

Our Golden Text applies to every spiritual Israelite, and surely
all such must recognize the leadership of the Lord, else they cannot
have peace and joy and blessing, and cannot make progress toward
our Canaan. The Israelites learned to look for the movement of the
cloud by which the Lord led them, and only once is it recorded that
they ever disobeyed its leading--and that once was accompanied by
their reverse in battle before their enemies, which doubtless im-
pressed the lesson. (Num. 14:44,45)) Similarly, **one of the most
important lessons for the spiritual Israelite is to learn to look to the
Lord for leading in all of life's affairs--never to attempt any under-
taking either temporal or spiritual without seeking to note the will of
the Lord concerning the same.

The sooner this lesson is learned, the sooner disasters in life
will be obviated; nevertheless, we are to remember that the Lord's
providences may lead us into trying circumstances and conditions,
and not always into pastures green. Yet in these, faith will be tested
and developed and faithfulness to the Lord's leading will gradually
bring us assurances that all things are working together for our good,
for our spiritual welfare--the matters which appear to be favorable
and comforting, and the experiences which seem to be rough and
distressing. We are not to ask or expect the Lord's leading for our
own sakes, nor for any merit or worthiness in us, but, as our Golden
Text expresses it, for the Lord's sake--in accordance with his prom-
ise to us as spiritual Israelites, the seed of Abraham;--for his own
name's sake and work's sake, in that he has purchased the blessing of
the world, and is now taking out a people for his name to be his
agents in this work of blessing,--for his own name's sake in that he
has invited us, promised us the victory if we abide in his love.

Y 1 Feb. 23 Manna, Psa. 32:8

(Psa 125:1-2 KJV) "They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion,
which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever."




(Psa 91:2 KJV) "I will say of the LORD, He
is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in
him will I trust.”

R4925 "THE FEET OF HIM" “It is neces-
sary the discipline, trial and final proving of
the Church of God that they should be sub-
jected to adverse influence; for "to him that
overcometh” is the promise of the great
reward. If we would reign with Christ, we
must prove our worthiness to reign, by the
same tests of loyalty to God, of faith in His
Word, of zeal for the Truth, of patient en-
durance, of reproach and persecution, even
unto death, and in the unwavering trust in
the power and purpose of God to deliver
and exalt His Church in due time. To such
faithful ones are the blessed consolations of
Psalm 91, which we believe is a picture of
the Church in the end of this Gospel Age--a
picture of The Christ. Hearken: "He who
dwelleth in the secret place of the Most
High [typified by the Holy of the Tabernac-
le] shall abide under the shadow of the Al-
mighty." We thus place ourselves under the
Divine protection when, having come to a
knowledge of God's willingness to accept us
as His children, we gratefully accept the
invitation and approach in His appointed
way, through Christ our Redeemer, and
consecrate ourselves fully to His service.
Such may sweetly rest in the precious prom-
ises of God, all of which are yea and amen
in Christ Jesus. (2 Cor. 1:20.) The world
does not see the overshadowing wings of
Divine protection, but the faithful have a
blessed secret realization of it. Praise the
Lord!

"l [Christ Jesus, whom David here, as
elsewhere, personifies, and who thus ad-
dresses His Body, His Church] will say of
Jehovah, He is My refuge and My fortress,
My God; in Him will | trust, that He will
surely deliver thee from the snare of the
Fowler and from the noisome pestilence"--
from the deceptions of Satan, into which all
those not protected shall stumble; for our
Lord said that so subtle and deceptive will
they be that, if it were possible, they would
deceive "the very elect.” But this is not pos-
sible; for those who are making their calling
and election sure abide under the protection
of the Almighty. Such shall be delivered,
not from the destructive pestilence of physi-
cal disease, but from the moral and spiritual
pestilences of destruction--from the sinful
propensities of the old nature, which in
unguarded moments are liable to assert their
mastery and overwhelm the souls of those
who are not abiding under the secret protec-
tion of the Most High; and from the spiritual
pestilences of false doctrine which, with
subtle sophistry, destroy the faith of the
unwatchful...

"He shall cover thee with His feathers,
and under His wings shalt thou trust; His
Truth shall be thy shield and buckler." So
close to His heart does Jehovah gather His
loyal and faithful children that they feel the
warmth of His love; and the responsive
language of their hearts is, "I will abide in
Thy tabernacle forever; | will trust in the
covert of Thy wings; for Thou hast been a
shelter for me and a strong Tower from the
enemy; for Thou hast heard my vows; Thou
hast given me the heritage of those that fear
Thy name." (Psa. 61:4,3,5.) Yes, His Truth--
that grand system of Truth comprised in the
Divine Plan of the Ages--is an ample shield

and buckler to all who in simplicity of heart
receive it and prove faithful to it. It is the
armor of God, which the Apostle urges all
the faithful to put on--to appropriate, to
meditate upon and to store up Truth in mind
and heart--that they may be able by its use
to withstand error and evil in every form
presented to them in this evil day.
JEHOVAH SHALL KEEP THE
FEET OF HIS SAINTS

"Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror
by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by
day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in
darkness; nor for the destruction that
wasteth at noonday." This is the "night,” the
dark night of which the Prophet Isaiah
spoke and to which our Lord also referred,
"The morning cometh, and also the night";
"The night cometh when no man can work."
(Isa. 21:12; John 9:4.) The Millennial morn-
ing comes, and just as surely the great time
of trouble will immediately precede it--the
night wherein no man can labor for the dis-
semination of Divine Truth; so great will be
the "terror," the tumult and trouble and per-
secution of that night; the arrows-- "even
bitter words" of the opponents of the Truth--
will fly by day--at the present time, which in
comparison with the dark night that is com-
ing, is called day. The various besetments
and difficulties from infidelity, Higher Crit-
icism and other false doctrines are pictorial-
ly represented as the shooting out of arrows,
as pestilences, as stumbling stones. None of
these are to injure the "elect," of which
Christ is the Head and the Church His
Members, as specially indicated in this
Psalm. The Church shall be immune, and
nothing shall in any way hurt them. As the
Lord said, the difficulties of this day would,
if possible, deceive the very elect; but this
will not be possible, for "the feet" class shall
be kept...

We know that we are already passing
through the beginning of these troubles (the
troubles upon the nominal church incident
to its testing), and that we are escaping,
while many on every hand are falling into
error and infidelity. We escape, not by being
taken away from the scene of trouble, but by
being supported, strengthened and kept in
the very midst of it all by the Word of the
Lord, our shield and buckler.

"NO EVIL SHALL BEFALL THEE"

"Because thou hast made the Lord,
which is my refuge, even the Most High, thy
habitation; there shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh thy
dwelling" --no evil of the kind referred to;
and any other seeming evils shall, under
Divine providence, work together for your
good.--Rom. 8:28...

"For He shall give His angels charge
concerning thee, to keep thee in all thy
ways." That is, God will raise up some faith-
ful pastors and teachers who will "watch for
your souls as they that must give account."
True, there shall arise false teachers, per-
verting the Word of the Lord, and seeking
by cunning sophistries to subvert your
souls; but if in simplicity of heart the Lord's
children require a "Thus saith the Lord" for
every element of their faith, and carefully
prove all things by the Word, they will be
able readily to distinguish the true from the
false. And having done so, the Apostle Paul
(Heb. 10:35) counsels us to have confi-
dence. The Lord, our Shepherd, will care for
the true sheep.

The Apostle Paul assures us that the

angels of God are ministering spirits sent
forth to minister unto and serve those who
shall be heirs of salvation... "Their angels
do always behold [have access to] the face
of My Father." (Matt. 18:10.) The Master's
words seem to imply, at least, that one or
more angels have charge over the conse-
crated ones...

Such a use of the heavenly messengers
by no means invalidates the thought that the
Lord's earthly children are frequently used
of Him as ministers, servants, the one to the
other...

Praise the Lord for such assurances of
His loving care! "Bless the Lord, O my soul;
and all that is within me, praise His holy
name!"

R2031 “DAVID'S GRATITUDE TO
GOD... 2 Sam. 22:40-51 -- Golden Text--
"The Lord is my rock and my fortress, and
my deliverer."--2 Sam. 22:2.

THIS entire chapter is one of David's
songs of praise and gratitude to God for his
goodness and his loving providences which
had been so manifest toward him...

So must the Christian continually call
to mind the works of the Lord, especially
his own individual experience of the Lord's
leading and care and deliverances from
dangers and snares and the wiles of the
adversary. If we keep these things in mind
and meditate upon them, our appreciation of
God and his goodness grows, and the spirit
of love and praise takes possession of the
heart, and thus we are made to rejoice in the
Lord always, and in everything to give
thanks. So also the soul is made to hunger
and thirst after God and to realize that God
alone is its satisfying portion, and to desire
more and more of his fullness. Thus, as the
Psalmist suggests, our prayer will be, "As
the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God."--Psa.
421

The Golden Text is a blessed assurance
applicable to all of the Lord's people, and it
is amply verified to all those who delight
themselves in the Lord, who meditate upon
his goodness and render to him the praise
that is due to his holy name.--"The Lord is
my rock [upon which | may safely build my
hopes], and my fortress [in which | may
safely hide], and my deliverer [in every time
of trouble]."

[Hymn 126]
My Strong Tower

In Zion's Rock abiding,
My soul her triumph sings;
In his pavilion hiding,
| praise the King of kings.

CHORUS
My Strong Tow'r is he!
To him will | flee;
In him confide, in him abide;
My Strong Tow'r is he!

Wild waves are round me swelling,
Dark clouds above | see;
Yet, in my fortress dwelling,
More safe | cannot be.

My tow'r of strength can never
In time of trouble fail;
No pow'r of Satan ever
Against it shall prevail.





