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So teach us to number our days, that
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.
Psalm 90:12
THE Christian, in numbering his days,
does not do so with a doleful or disconsolate

(Eph 5:15-17 KJV) "See then that ye walk
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
{16} Redeeming the time, because the days
are evil. {17} Wherefore be ye not unwise,
but understanding what the will of the Lord
is."

R2967 “The opportunities must be thus
purchased else we will have none... We
must remember that the Lord desires that
these tests shall demonstrate the degree of
our love, the degree of our sincerity, the
degree of our consecration to him: the more
our love for the Lord and for righteousness,
the greater will be our zeal in snatching
time, opportunity, influence from the flesh
and consecrating it to spiritual things. In so
doing we will not be unwise, but will dis-
play our understanding of the Lord's will.”

R4190 “REDEEMING THE TIME... This
signifies buying back the time, as though
the time were already mortgaged. And this
is so; the cares of this life, its necessities,
the customs of the world, our fallen tenden-
cies, all would absorb every hour of life...”

E431 “The Lord's people realize that they
are in the midst of evil, the tendency of
which is to absorb their energy, influence
and time in things sinful or foolish, or at
least unprofitable, as compared with the
more weighty interests which lie closest to
their hearts, as children of God. We are,
therefore, to purchase and to secure out of
the evil time, and apart from these unfavor-
able influences, as large a proportion of
time as may be possible for devotion to
higher interests -- our own spiritual suste-
nance and strengthening, and for the assis-
tance of others in spiritual things. Such
purchase will cost us something of self-
denial, of gratification of our own natural
appetites and tendencies, and something
also of the good opinion and fellowship of
others...”

HG2:467-468 “REDEEMING THE
TIME... Our King has placed us here as His
ambassadors under peculiar conditions: (1)
“We must provide things honest in the sight
of all men;” we must provide for our earthly
needs under our Lord’s supervision, and
must do it in an honorable, upright manner,
that all might be able to approve as just and
right. (2) We “must provide things de-
cent”—not elaborate, not showy, not expen-
sive, but decent, is the command from the
King. (3) We must provide for our own;
those dependent upon us for life’s necessi-
ties must not be neglected, must have also
things decent, honorable, things honest; but
not things expensive or costly or foolish.
Under these limitations the ambassa-
dors find that a considerable proportion of
their available time is consumed necessarily
upon earthly things... Many of these am-
bassadors would feel distressed to lose from
their work as ambassadors the time neces-
sarily devoted to fulfilling these commands
of our King respecting our earthly interests
were it not that He has put these matters

sentiment, although he does so with sobrie-
ty. He counts the days as they go as so many
blessings, so many privileges, so many op-
portunities to "show forth the praises of
Him who called us out of darkness into His
marvelous light,” to render assistance to

upon us as a command, and assured us that,
done as unto Him, these things necessary
for our earthly comfort and sustenance will
be counted in as a part of our stewardship
and ambassadorship. Nevertheless, our King
indicates to us most clearly that in making
this arrangement, by which we shall care for
earthly interests and devote the surplusage
of time to the kingdom interests, He is put-
ting a test upon us which He intends shall
demonstrate whether we love the earthly
things or whether our hearts are mainly
centered in our office as ambassadors of our
King—putting the King’s business first.

Those who waste time and energy in
earthly show and foolishness, and give
merely the tag ends of time, influence,
strength, etc., to the work of the embassage,
show that they have not the interests of the
kingdom properly at heart; and the King has
intimated that with such He will not be well
pleased, and that they shall not sit upon the
throne, even though finding them loyal at
heart by certain tests, and He will ultimately
give them some place in His future service.
The conditions which He has arranged, He
informs us, are specially adapted to the
testing of the hearts, the intentions, of these
ambassadors. Among them was a great ex-
ample; the King’s Son, and following Him
were other noble examples, the apostles, etc.
These all— estimating the things of this
present life as but loss and dross, unworthy
of comparison to the things of the king-
dom—were willing to take joyfully, gladly,
the incidental sacrifice of many earthly
conveniences and comforts that they might
have a share in the great work of proclaim-
ing the message of the King to all who have
ears to hear and hearts to appreciate. With
these the sentiment is not, how much can |
shirk my privileges and obligations as an
ambassador, how much can | have and en-
joy and hold of the things of this present
life, how much dare | use upon myself and
family without offending the King and risk-
ing too greatly His displeasure and the loss
of the crown—but, on the contrary, with
these the question is, how can | best arrange
all my affairs as to be able to give to the
Lord and His cause the most and the best of
all 1 possess of time, influence and talent?
Speaking of this class the apostle says,
“Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel.”—
My ambassadorship is my chiefest joy every
day, and everything which would hinder it
would be far from pleasurable.

This same Apostle assures us that he
counted all earthly things as loss and dross
in comparison to the heavenly things, and
God’s rich promises point out to us that we
should be continually, every day, striving to
redeem the time. To redeem is to purchase
back, and we get the thought that the world
and its affairs, ourselves, our families, and
our real or fancied needs and cravings, ap-
petites and desires would really take up all
there is of time and more, too... Our real
necessities are comparatively few. How
simply we could live, how simply many of
the world do live under stress of their condi-
tions. How much of our time could we re-

others in the pilgrim journey, and to develop
in himself more and more of the character
pleasing in the sight of God,--to become
more and more a copy of God's dear Son.
Z.'01-333 R2896:6

deem or purchase back if we were willing to
sacrifice some of the luxuries, comforts,
social amenities, etc.?”

R1281 “OUR TALENTS AND THEIR
USE... The dawn of another new year is
properly a time for solemn reflections, both
retrospective and prospective...

Spiritually, we have feasted on the
bounties of divine favor, while in things
temporal, under whatsoever circumstances
we have been placed, having the assurance
that all things work together for good to
them that love God... Wherefore, we can
and do most heartily "offer unto God
thanksgiving." And shall we not render unto
him, not only the praise of our lips, but also
the incense of truly consecrated lives,
throughout the year upon which we are just
entering. Dearly beloved, consecrate your-
selves anew to the Lord today -- not in the
sense of invalidating the consecration made
once for all, possibly many years ago, but
rather in the sense of re-affirming and em-
phasizing that covenant. Tell the dear Lord
that you consider yourselves entirely his,
and that it is still your purpose to keep your
all upon the altar of sacrifice during this
new year and until it is wholly consumed in
his service. Then let us proceed with studi-
ous care from day to day to pay these, our
vows of full consecration, unto the Most
High.

As we look back and with sorrow view
the imperfections of even our best efforts,
and then forward and see the lion-like diffi-
culties that seem to obstruct our onward
course, we will need greatly to re-inforce
our waning courage with the special prom-
ises of divine grace to help in every time of
need. We have the blessed assurance that
"the Lord will give strength unto his peo-
ple." "Call upon me in the day of trouble,"”
he says, "and | will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me." As soldiers under our
great Captain, we have enlisted in no uncer-
tain struggle, except our own faint-
heartedness or unfaithfulness should make it
so. We are fully supplied with the whole
armor of God, and will be amply protected
against all the fiery darts of the adversary if
we will accept it and carefully buckle it on;
we are forewarned of all the snares and
dangers that beset our onward way, so that
we may avoid and overcome them; we are
fully informed as to the policy and course of
the Captain under whose banners we have
enlisted, and of the part we are to take under
his leading. We have his constant presence
with us, even to the end of our course. His
inspiring voice may always be heard above
the clash and din of battle --Fear not, it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom! Be of good cheer: | have over-
come! Let not your heart be troubled, nei-
ther let it be afraid! Greater is he that is for
you than all they that be against you. If we
are weak and incline to faint-heartedness we
have only to remember the blessed promise,
"The Lord will give strength unto his peo-
ple;" and by our faithfulness in the service
we shall glorify God and he will deliver us



gloriously from all our foes, both seen and
unseen.
HOW SHALL WE PAY OUR VOWS?

This is an important question with all
the truly consecrated, and one surely of
paramount importance. Let us consider,
then, that when we consecrated ourselves
fully to the Lord, we thereby signified that
we would hold nothing back for self. That
consecration included all our possessions,
our time, our physical energies and our
mental attainments. And it implied the sacri-
fice of all our former earthly ambitions,
hopes and aims, so that we should no longer
pursue them to any extent. This, and nothing
less, is what our vow of full consecration
signifies. But it signifies, further, that these
possessions or personal qualifications,
which the Lord terms talents, are not only to
be released from the service of the worldly
ambitions, etc., but that they are to be so
released, not for aimless inactivity, but for
the purpose of being utilized in an opposite
direction--in the service of God, of his plan
and of his children.

In the parable of the talents (Matt.
25:14-30) the Lord illustrated very clearly
how we are expected to pay our vows of
consecration to the Most High. He says: "It
is like a man who, intending to travel, called
his own servants and delivered unto them
his goods. And to one he gave five talents,
to another two, and to another one; to each
according to his respective capacity; and
straightway took his journey."

This master had important and valuable
interests to leave in charge of his servants;
and as these servants had all engaged to
serve him, he had a right to expect of them a
sincere and faithful interest in the work. Yet
he did not expect more of them than they
were severally able to accomplish. He right-
ly expected larger returns from the one who
had five talents than from those who had
one or two talents. And in the reckoning, it
will be observed that the servant who had
doubled his two talents was just as highly
commended as the one who had doubled his
five... Notice also that no servant was left
without some talent of usefulness and re-
sponsibility. Each servant had at least one
talent; and for the right use of that one talent
he was just as accountable to his master as
were those who had more.

But the professed servant with the one
talent was unfaithful to his master... He had
taken good care of the talent; he had not
turned it in opposition to the Lord, but he
had simply buried it -- failed to use it...

"His Lord answered and said unto him,
Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou
knewest that | reap where | sowed not, and
gather where | have not scattered: thou
oughtest therefore to have put my money to
the exchangers; and then at my coming |
should have received mine own with inter-
est." It will be observed that this servant
was not what men would generally call
wicked. He was simply an idler, willing, if
he could, to draw a servant's approval and
compensation, but lacking any real, active
interest in his master's business. He had no
ill will toward his master, he was probably
very glad that the other servants kept the
business from going to wreck and ruin, he
did nothing to hinder them from using their
talents, but he did not feel the responsibility
he had assumed in becoming a "servant,”
nor take a proper interest in his master's
affairs. Yet, as a faithless, slothful servant,

he was really a covenant-breaker, and there-
fore "wicked" and certainly unfit to be trust-
ed with still greater responsibilities on the
master's return.

But let us remember that this was not a
real case: it was simply a parable used to
illustrate real cases. And if the illustration
fits your individual case, let it not lose its
effect upon you. The very object of the par-
able is to arouse such to a sense of their
short-comings, and to recover them from the
lethargy into which they have relaxed, by
reminding them of their responsibilities.
Activity in the Lord's service to the full
extent of our ability or talents is what the
Lord has a right to expect of all who profess
to be his servants; and it is what he does
expect. Therefore, if you have but one tal-
ent, do not bury it, but cultivate and use it;
do what you can, and all you can, in the
great work to which we have already conse-
crated our lives. And those who have sever-
al talents, let them see to it that they too are
faithful to the extent of their abilities, not
being content to do merely what the one-
talented man can do or ought to do. Such a
one would not be a good and faithful serv-
ant, and could not expect the Master's ap-
proving "Well done!" His approval will be
given to those only who are faithful to the
extent of their opportunity.

Those who find the truth and make the
consecration before they are encumbered
with the cares of this life, who have no fam-
ilies dependent upon them and who have a
reasonable degree of health, have at least
two talents--time and health--which can and
ought to be utilized in the service to the best
possible advantage. Then there are those
who have a money talent, or a business
talent, and such should consider how these
are being used. Are they largely swallowed
up in luxuries or a superabundance of the
good things of this life, for either self or
family? Or are they being laid up as treas-
ures upon earth--in banks, store-houses and
investment securities, to enrich and to culti-
vate the spirit of pride in friends or children,
and for them to quarrel over after you are
dead?

Our talents for use in the Lord's service
consist of all those things and opportunities
which are over and above what we need for
the necessary and reasonable maintenance
of ourselves or our families, if we have
families, and the reasonable provision
against distress in case of a sudden calamity
or approaching old age, etc. Aside from
these, all we have should be in active ser-
vice, be they many talents or few. If we
have five talents and are using only one or
two, how can we expect the Master's "Well
done, good and faithful servant." Did we not
covenant to give and to use all for him?--all
our money, all our time, all our influence,
all our mental activity, all our physical abil-
ity? How faithful have we been during the
past year? How do we stand at the bar of
our own judgment? And how faithful will
we be during the coming year? After
providing things decent and honest for our-
selves and those dependent upon us, let us
judiciously appropriate our talents to what
we profess to consider the chief business of
life. Here are the testing points of true loyal-
ty and devotion. Let us ponder them well,
and not lightly set them aside.

But observe further what the Lord has
to say about this "wicked and slothful serv-
ant." He says: "Take the talent from him and

give it unto him which hath ten talents; for
unto every one that hath [made use of his
talents] shall be given, and he shall have
abundance; but from him that hath not
[made use of his talent] shall be taken away
even that which he hath. And cast ye the
unprofitable servant into outer darkness:
there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth." The outer darkness here referred to is
in contrast with the inner light of the holy
place of favor and communion and instruc-
tion from God, symbolized in the Tabernac-
le. The testing comes on the return of the
Master. Then the faithful servants shall
enter into fuller joys and privileges and
blessings, while the unfaithful will go into
the outer darkness of error and ignorance
concerning God's plans and ways, which
envelopes the world in general, and their
neglected opportunities for more abundant
service will go as a reward to those who are
already earnest and active, and whose abun-
dant labors will in due time be abundantly
rewarded.

As we thus view our Lord's teaching,
we see that our only security as sons of God
and joint-heirs with Christ is in activity in
the service of the truth. Well, says one, | see
very few doing that. Very true: only a few
will do it. But that precious few are the
Lord's jewels. Are you one of them? Ah,
that is the point to be considered. No matter
how few they are, or whether you ever saw
or knew of any such, that does not alter the
conditions of our calling. This is the way:
walk ye in it. One, at least, has trodden it
before. Look for his foot-prints and follow
him, and "He will give strength unto his
people,” even though they walk alone, as he
did, without the cheering companionship of
fellow-travelers.

But think not that you are traveling
alone in this narrow way. The Lord has now
a consecrated people, a faithful band of
servants who, with every talent consecrated,
are steadily pursuing their course in the
narrow way. We know some of them by
name and by character and by their steady
and progressive activity in the blessed work.
Not many of them have five talents, but a
good many have two or three, and some
only one. Quietly and unobtrusively they go
about from day to day preaching the won-
derful words of life, and God is with them
and is leading them on. Their hearts are full
of joy and hope and they are kept securely
amidst all the perils of this evil day. None
are so clear in their apprehension and appre-
ciation of truth as those who are fully enlist-
ed in its service. Let all who would run the
race successfully look well to their zeal and
activity in the Lord's work. If we bury our
one or our many talents under a weight of
worldly cares and encumbrances which
might be avoided or set aside; if we bury
them under worldly ambitions for either self
or family--whether this be by wasting con-
secrated time upon science, philosophy,
music or art; or upon business, politics or
pleasures; or in pampering pride and appe-
tite--then as unfaithful servants we will
sooner or later go into outer darkness, by
being caught in some of the snares of this
"evil day," and will be led farther and far-
ther into error and away from truth.

Mark well that it is not a case of such
unfaithful servants being liable to get into
outer darkness, into error: it is a case of
must. The Master's orders are peremptory
and decisive: "Cast the unprofitable servant



into outer darkness.” The light now shining
is not for the unfaithful, but for the faithful
servants; and no matter how clearly the
unfaithful may have seen and understood
the deep things of God, and no matter how
he may have enjoyed them, if he has not
loved them so as to serve them and sacrifice
his conveniences for them, he is unworthy
of them and must go out into the outer dark-
ness of the world in general. With these as
with the world the disappointment of theo-
ries and plans in the great time of trouble

will ere long bring the weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth foretold.

It is indeed a notable fact that in no
single case have we seen one drift away
from the truth into the snares of these peri-
lous times who was very active and fully
enlisted in the Lord's work, whose one aim
and endeavor was to herald the truth and to
bless others with it. To such the Lord says,
"My grace is sufficient for thee"-- "Ye shall
never fall, for so an abundant entrance shall
be ministered unto you into the everlasting

R2895 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0)

THE CLOSE OF A NOBLE LIFE

--GEN. 50:15-26.--NOV. 3.--

kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ."

Let us, then, dearly beloved, have for
our watchword during the year the word
DEVOTION; and let each of us write upon
his heart the gracious PROMISE--"The
Lord will give strength unto his people.” Let
us be faithfully "his people," and let us ear-
nestly desire and faithfully use the strength
promised. Faithful is he that hath promised,
who also will do it.”

""So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."--Psa. 90:3.

JACOB was a hundred and thirty years old when his sons re-
turned with news of Joseph's greatness in the land of Egypt. His joy
at hearing that his son was still alive, and now great, was off-set by
the natural weakness of his advanced years. Hence he could scarcely
trust himself to believe the report, even with the explanation given
by his sons, of how they had sold Joseph into slavery, and had be-
smeared his coat with blood for their father's deception, twenty-two
years before. However, the story of his sons was well attested by the
royal present which Joseph had sent to him, and by the Egyptian
wagons sent to bear him and the family as comfortably as possible
in the journey. These wagons were doubtless the carriages of that
day, workmanship in that line not having advanced to present profi-
ciency. Jacob was persuaded, and started on the journey, during
which he offered sacrifices to the Lord, possibly questioning in his
own mind the wisdom of thus leaving the land of promise, and
whether or not it might be interpreted of the Lord as an abandon-
ment of his faith, or a relinquishment of the blessing which from
earliest childhood had centered and directed his course of life.

The Lord answered his query, and his sacrifices (probably by a
dream) assuring him that he was taking the proper course in going
into Egypt, and that ultimately his posterity should come again into
"the land of promise." The spiritual Israelite should thus have in
view at all times that which by his covenant has become the center
of his life, the center of his interest, of his hopes and of his aims--the
Abrahamic covenant and his share therein. He, too, must be on the
look-out lest there shall be deceptions of the Adversary combined
with earthly prosperity and the world's favor. When we are undergo-
ing disadvantages or persecutions we are in much less danger than
when the tide of worldly prosperity sets in our direction. Let us re-
member at such times to go often to the Lord, to seek to know his
will, fully, completely; to bring to mind our covenant and its value,
as above all earthly considerations. And let us offer unto the Lord
the true sacrifice--presenting the merits of our dear Redeemer's sac-
rifice as the ground of our acceptance, repeating the full devotion of
our hearts--renewing our covenant. This is the only safe way in this
pilgrim journey.

We pass hastily over the narrative of the presentation of Jacob
and Joseph's brethren to Pharaoh, and their settlement in the land of
Goshen. After they had resided there seventeen years (Gen. 47:28)
Jacob died, was buried with all the ceremonials common to the
Egyptian court, because he was a relative of Pharaoh's representa-
tive. And it is here that our lesson proper begins. Joseph's brothers
judged him to have a disposition considerably like their own; they
could not believe him to be thoroughly generous and forgiving, and
though they acknowledged his kindness toward them, they said to
themselves, This was merely on account of our father Jacob, and not
on our account, and now that our father is dead Joseph will treat us
differently. It was because moved with such feelings that they first
sent a messenger to Joseph, and afterward followed themselves into
his presence, to ask his mercy and to declare themselves willing to
be his servants.

It strikes us that this well illustrates the condition of many who
come to the Lord with an insufficiency of faith. They are convinced
of his mercy toward them, and yet are always fearful. The truth is
that they do not know him; they think of him as moved by like pas-
sions with themselves, more or less depraved, more or less con-
trolled by animosity. It is an evidence of growth in grace when we
come to that place in our experiences where, admitting our own guilt
and unworthiness of divine favor we have, nevertheless, become so
intimately acquainted with the Lord as to have a full assurance of
faith in his declaration that our sins are forgiven. It is to such a de-

velopment of grace that the Lord referred, saying, "This is life eter-
nal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent." (John 17:3.) But such a knowledge is not to
be obtained instantaneously, but rather is to be the result of a growth
in grace; for we grow in grace as we grow in knowledge, and we
grow in knowledge as we grow in grace;--the two keeping pace, the
one with the other, as do our feet in walking. It is because the major-
ity who have named the name of Christ do not grow in grace and in
knowledge that they fail to attain to that grand condition of which
the Apostle speaks as "full assurance of faith"--full confidence in the
Lord, in his goodness, in his wisdom, in his love, in his providential
care over all of their affairs. And the lack of such growth is owing to
their failure to offer their sacrifices unto the Lord --to commit all of
their ways to him.

Joseph's answer to his brethren was most noble, and gives good
evidence that his conduct was not merely an outward profession, but
the result of an established character. He did not even say to himself,
My brothers have misunderstood me, but though | freely forgive
them | will use their fear as a stepping stone to greater power over
them, and will say to them, I will do you no harm, but on the contra-
ry treat you most kindly, as long as you are fully obedient to me, and
send me presents yearly, or give me tithes of your increase, or come
annually to make obeisance before me, and to acknowledge afresh
your wrong, and to confess my generosity. No; he had too noble a
character for this; he was too unselfish. On the contrary, he said,
"Fear not; for am | in the place of God?" The secret of his right
course with his brethren was the correct view which he took of the
matter himself; he saw himself as merely God's servant in dealing
with his brethren, and in all things. He saw that God's providence
had been in the whole affair. How could he think otherwise? He saw
the fulfilment of his inspired dreams; he had noted the miraculous
leading of divine providence in the various steps by which he had
been led from slavery to the throne of Egypt; he probably reflected
that if now he should either do evil toward his brethren, or think
unkindly of them, he would be casting a reflection upon one of the
instrumentalities which God had used for his blessing. He could not
do this and be loyal to and appreciative of divine power, and he
communicated to his brothers for their encouragement and comfort
this thought; that although they had purposed evil, and had done
evil, nevertheless the thing really done was a good thing, but for
which they deserved no credit, but discredit, and God all the honor.
He would have them see that this was the basis of his dealing with
them, and that he felt not the slightest animosity, but a full apprecia-
tion of the divine blessing, which had come through their course.

{How great a blessing it would be for all spiritual Israelites to
learn well this lesson; viz., that if we accept the results of any matter
as being good, and if we realize that we were guided to those results
by divine providence, we should think and feel most generously,
most kindly, toward those who were the instruments used by provi-
dence, notwithstanding the fact that they might have been unwilling
instructors, or, like Joseph's brethren, have verily intended opposite
results. Those who are enabled to take such a view of affairs and
forces operating in their daily lives are enabled "always to triumph
through the Lord," as the Apostle expresses it. And such find no
room for bitterness or railing, either against Satan or against any of
his servants. 2 Cor. 2:14; Jude 9.

This does not mean that they call the evil course good; nor that
they will or should have any sympathy with the evil course; nor with

{1} Dec. 13 Manna, Acts 7:60



the evil motives inspiring it; nor with the evil persons, so long as
they are in harmony with the evil motives and evil course. But it
does mean that their minds will be so filled with the thought of di-
vine supervision in their affairs, and how all the time they were safe
under the protecting care, the shadow of the Almighty, and that all
things are working for their good, however they outwardly appear,
that they will not have any bitterness whatever, either of word or of
heart, toward those who attempted to, and outwardly did, do them
evil, but whose evil intentions and conduct were overruled by the
Almighty. In proportion as the Lord's people get into the large place
where they can take a broad view of the situation, in that same pro-
portion will they find themselves not only delivered from anger and
malice and hatred and strife toward their opponents, but instead,
possessed of "the peace of God which passeth all understanding,"
ruling in their hearts, keeping them secure amidst all of the storms
and vicissitudes of life--because their anchor holds within the vail.
They have "set to their seal that the Lord is true,” and hence can
rejoice always.

Not only was Joseph's course the right one in the sight of God,
the noble one in the sight of all right-minded people, the blessed one
as respected his brothers, their comfort, their peace, their love to-
ward him,--but it was in every sense the proper and the best course
as respected his own peace, joy, blessing. When he allayed their
fears and comforted them, and spake kindly unto them, and prom-
ised them and their families the same care as when their father lived,
he was taking also the course which must have brought the greatest
blessing and comfort to his own heart. 2All do not know it, but it is
a fact that the grandest quality that man can exercise, and the one
which brings the largest amount of blessing itself, is the exercise of
the God-like quality of mercy, compassion, benevolence. Those of
spiritual Israel who have not practiced in this direction are not far
advanced in spiritual development, and those who have practiced
realize the truthfulness of the Lord's words, "Blessed are the merci-
ful," and "Blessed are the peacemakers."

The next few verses of our lesson cover the period of fifty-four
years from the death of Jacob to the death of Joseph; and give us
comparatively little information, except that they give fresh evi-
dence that the basis of Joseph's strength of character and fidelity to
principle which carried him safely through the vicissitudes of his
remarkable experience was faith in God--faith in the Abrahamic
promise. And so we find it to-day, and all through the past, so far as
we are able to decipher the teachings of history; those who have
been the Lord's faithful people, have all been inspired by the hope
set before us in the gospel. This is the hope of which the Apostle
speaks, saying that it is "an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast;"--
it holds firm and secure in the storms and difficulties of life, and
prevents the wrecking of our lives upon the rocks of sin, deception,
doubt, selfishness, etc.

Who can doubt that it was Joseph's respect unto the divine
promise that kept him faithful as Potiphar's steward, again in the
prison, and again as Pharaoh's representative in the throne? In pro-
portion as heavenly promises are before our minds, earthly and self-
ish ambitions are dwarfed and lose their power over us. Joseph's eye
of faith, centered upon God's promise to Abraham and upon the land
of Canaan, exercised a potent influence, because he realized that to
be a friend of God, and an heir of God's promises, called for a purity
of heart and of life which God could approve. Looking back he saw
the influence of these promises upon his great grandfather, Abra-
ham, upon his grandfather, Isaac, and upon his father, Jacob, and we
see that the same promise controlled him to his great advantage. The
people who today become enamored of wealth and of position and
of power, so that they would be willing to sacrifice principles of
justice and of truth that they might selfishly grasp these, thereby
give evidence that they lack the power of the truth, the power of the
Abrahamic promise, to control them and their lives. Had the Abra-
hamic promise not been forceful and weighty in the mind of Joseph

12} 1/3 Dec. 14 Manna, Mat. 5:7 (Other 2/3 in R2586-2887)

he might have been plotting and scheming for the throne of Egypt or
to have obtained the mastery over his own brethren; but realizing
that God was behind the promise he was waiting patiently for that,
as the greatest and most wonderful blessing conceivable--far beyond
the things which he could have grasped, and the grasping of which
would have meant his relinquishment of God's promise. Not, how-
ever, that he expected to go up out of Egypt into the land of Canaan
himself; for he evidently knew, and it probably came down to us
through him, that God had appeared to Abraham, and told him that
his posterity should be in Egypt, and be evilly treated there, and that
the period of their sojourn would be four hundred years.

Joseph's hope in God and in that Abrahamic promise must have
been, therefore, a hope through a resurrection of the dead; and alt-
hough it taught a valuable lesson, it was doubtless because of his
imperfect understanding of the resurrection, and the power of God,
that he so particularly gave commandment respecting the carrying
up of his bones out of Egypt into Canaan, when the time of God's
favor should come, and Israel should be delivered. And so must the
spiritual Israelite have his mind centered in the future fulfillment of
the divine promises, through a resurrection of the dead, if he would
be delivered from the worldly influences of this present time, and be
kept loyal to the Lord and to the highest principles of character. This
faith in a future kingdom, future honor, future riches, future glory,
dwarfs into insignificance the honor and glory and wealth of this
present time, and makes all true believers separate from the world in
these respects, and thus prepares them to think of the affairs of this
present time from a more just and more equitable and dispassionate
standpoint--they are removed from the immediate influence of self-
ishness in its most powerful forms, even though they still find, not-
withstanding their faith in the promises, the necessity for keeping
;hﬁ body under, and mortifying its natural disposition toward self-
ishness.

Our Golden Text is appropriate to the lesson, and every way
worthy of the attention of the spiritual Israelite. We know that our
days are numbered as respects the present life. We know that we
need not expect eternal life under present conditions, and thus far
the world and the Christian are on a common level; but here they
part, the one saying to himself, "Life is short, and | must grasp and
use it for myself, the best | can." The other, with a higher wisdom,
that cometh from above, realizes his own inability and insufficiency,
heeds the message from the Lord respecting an eternal life beyond
the tomb-- the resurrection life, and goes to the Lord, petitioning for
wisdom respecting the life that now is, as well as that which is to
come.

In answer to his petitions he is taught of God in the experience
of life to more and more appreciate the eternal, the everlasting life,
and to spend time and energy in building up such a character as
would be pleasing to his Creator, and bring the reward of "life ever-
lasting.” {}The Christian, in numbering his days, does not do so
with a doleful or disconsolate sentiment, although he does so with
sobriety. He counts the days as they go as so many blessings, so
many privileges, so many opportunities to "show forth the praises of
him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light," to ren-
der assistance to others in the pilgrim journey, and to develop in
himself more and more of the character pleasing in the sight of
God,-- to become more and more a copy of God's dear Son. As he
numbers the days gliding swiftly by, and perceives how he is using
them in harmony with the divine instructions, he ultimately comes to
that condition of heart in which he is longing for the Kingdom and
the full attainment of all the glories into which he hopes to be ush-
ered, as a sharer in the first (chief) resurrection. And from this
standpoint he numbers the days as they go by joyfully, and is glad
when the days of the years of his present pilgrimage end; because
his hope in the Lord, and in the gracious features of his plan, is
growing daily stronger, clearer and brighter.

B3} Jan. 6 Manna, Psa. 90:12

R2232 "Thou hast put a new song into my
mouth, even the loving-kindness of our
God."... Tt is a fact that those who have
tasted that the Lord is gracious, those who
have received the joy which no man can

take from them, those who have tasted of and singing

the grace of God in Christ...will also rejoice
to have their entire lives a song of praise
and thanksgiving unto God.”

R2511 [Eph 5:19] Heart Songs: “This joy
in the heart,

thankfulness to the giver of all good, neces-
sarily finds expression, not only in Christian
carols, but also in all the acts and words of
life -- all of which constitute the hymn of
praise and thanksgiving continually ascend-

this heart-  ing before God from his people.”




