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Satan himself is transformed into an 

angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing 
if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness. 2 Corinthians 
11:14,15  

IF it be asked, How could Satan be in-
terested in doing a good work? we answer, 

the adversary thus assumes the garment of 
an angel of light and mercy, not to lead to 
the Light of the World--not to lead to the 
cross of Christ--not to lead to the Bible--but 
to lead away from these, to another hope of 
salvation, and to another teacher, to deceive, 
if it were possible, the very elect. And be it 
remembered that our Lord's words indicate 

that when matters come to this condition, 
where Satan will cast out Satan and heal 
disease, it is a marked evidence that his 
throne is tottering to its fall--that, so to 
speak, this is the last extremity of the adver-
sary's efforts to deceive. Z.'99-62R2669:6  

------------------------------ 
 

R5183 "St. Peter tells us in our text that Satan 
goes about as a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour.  The lion has a very stealthy 
walk.  On his feet are soft cushions, which 
enable him to come very near to his prey 
before his approach is recognized.  It is said 
that, at this point, when the beast is about to 
spring upon his prey, he roars so loudly that 
the victim is paralyzed with fear and thus is 
easily caught.    Satan, the Adversary of the 
Church, is strong and lion-like, vigilant and 
fully awake.  As the Apostle Paul declares, he 
seeks to use every opportunity against us... 
As those whose ears are trained to detect the 
footfalls of the lion will hear his steps, while 
those who are unfamiliar with his habits will 
not hear the slightest sound, so may we, 
whose ears the Lord has opened, and whose 
eyes have been anointed with the eyesalve of 
consecration and submission to the Lord's 
will, be of quick perception to recognize the 
approach of our arch-enemy and to resist 
him. Let us stand, clad in the full armor 
which the Word of God supplies, and in His 
strength wielding the Sword of the Spirit... 

PROPER METHOD OF RESISTANCE 
 The Christian's warfare is a fight of 

faith.  St. James' statement, "Resist the Devil 
and he will flee from you" (`James 4:7`), does 
not mean that we are to battle with him in 
order to confound him.  Whoever thinks that 
he is able to battle alone with Satan surely 
must possess great self-conceit, or else must 
overestimate his own ability and underesti-
mate that of the Adversary.  In any conten-
tion, Satan would surely gain the victory.    

Malice, envy, hatred and strife, the 
Apostle says, are the kind of works which 
Satan supports and into which he endeavors 
to lead mankind. (`Gal. 5:19-21`; `I John 
3:8`.) His methods are deceptive.  His sug-
gestions come along the line of pride and 
self-conceit.  The mental suggestion, "You 
can do it; you are a person of great ability; do 
not be afraid; show people what is in you," 
has led to the downfall of many.     

In order to deceive the children of light, 
Satan transforms himself into an angel [mes-
senger] of light; for well he knows that he 
would not deceive them, if he were to present 
himself as a representative of sin... 

The Lord's people are to resist the Devil 
by not allowing his seductive arguments to 
have weight with us. We have the sure word 

of prophecy and the instructions of our Lord 
and of His Apostles; and if we love the Word 
of the Lord, we shall seek to be guided by it.  
"He that is begotten of God keepeth himself, 
and that Wicked One toucheth him not."--`I 
John 5:18`.    

The experience of our Lord in the Wil-
derness affords a good example for all the 
people of God to follow.  He did not seek to 
keep up the controversy, the discussion with 
the Adversary; but when the evil thought was 
presented, He promptly resisted it.  Satan was 
well versed in the Scriptures, portions of 
which he presented with a view to misleading 
our Lord into taking a wrong course. Jesus 
did not say to the Devil, "Merely because that 
is a Scripture, I yield to your argument."  On 
the contrary, He immediately thought of the 
principle involved, and showed the Adver-
sary wherein he was mistaken.  When proph-
ecies were quoted out of order, our Lord 
made very positive statements to that effect...    

St. Paul urges the Lord's people to put 
on the whole armor of God, that they may be 
able to withstand the wiles of the Devil.  His 
statement seems to imply that none will be 
able to withstand Satan without Divine aid. 
The Apostle points out the fact that these are 
the days when the whole armor of God will 
be necessary. (`Eph. 6:13-18`; `Rev. 3:10`.)... 

Many devote to frivolity the time which 
they could employ in putting on the armor 
which God has provided for His people.  The 
Lord is so arranging the matter that such will 
not be able to withstand the darts of the Ad-
versary; for He wishes none to stand in this 
evil day except those who are thoroughly 
consecrated to His will. To these He will 
render assistance, so that all things shall work 
together for good to them... 

THE LESSON OF CONFIDENCE 
IN GOD'S WISDOM AND LOVE... 
Obedience is the lesson for us to learn 

from the experience of Adam and Eve.  We 
have not a sufficiency of knowledge with 
which to reason on some subjects, even if our 
reasoning faculties were fully developed.  
Consequently when a suggestion of evil of 
any kind is made, our only proper course is to 
say, "No!  The Lord our God has said that we 
must not touch it, lest we die." Mother Eve 
allowed reasoning to come in and thus was 
persuaded.  We should profit by her mistake.  
A proper confidence in God and a recogni-

tion of our own lack of wisdom should decide 
us immediately.  There should be no contro-
versy.  We should say, No!... 

The Father seeketh such to worship Him 
as will do so in spirit and in truth, and who 
have perfect confidence in Him as the One 
who is all-wise and all-loving to direct and 
guide their affairs.  Those who do not learn 
this lesson of trust, will not be fit for the re-
sponsibilities to be put upon the glorified 
Church.  Let us learn this lesson and be very 
positive in our endeavors to be in harmony 
with God... 

The Lord is seeking those who will re-
main loyal under trials and difficulties, and 
thus develop characters pleasing to Him.  
These are not alarmed at Satan's onslaughts, 
which are seen to be an occasion for an in-
crease of faith; for greater is He that is on our 
part than are all that are against us!     

In Pilgrim's Progress this inability of the 
Wicked One to touch the faithful people of 
God is very beautifully pictured.  While 
walking in the narrow way, Christian beheld 
two lions; and for a moment he was ter-
ror-stricken. Christian studied the situation 
and decided to go forward.  When he came 
near the lions, he found that they were 
chained.  So it is with our adversaries. They 
can do no harm to the children of God.  Alt-
hough they may roar, yet they cannot injure 
the New Creature.     

The New Creature may develop even 
when the outer man is perishing.  Satan suc-
ceeded in having the chief priests and Phari-
sees cause the death of our Lord; but this was 
the very means by which He entered into 
glory. In His dealings with our Lord the Fa-
ther has given us an illustration of His deal-
ings with us.  So we may know that even if 
Satan should appear to get the victory over 
us, these "light afflictions" will, as we are 
told, "work out for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory." --`2 Cor. 4:17`. 

We know that we have no power with 
which to oppose Satan.  None is sufficient for 
these things except the Lord.  But He is 
greater than are Satan and all his angels.  We 
are looking forward with the eye of faith to 
the things that are unseen.  So it behooves us 
to be steadfast, immovable, full of faith, and 
therefore able to meet whatever the Father 
permits to come upon us." 

------------------------------ 
 

R2667(From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 
"WHO DID SIN, THIS MAN OR HIS PARENTS?"  

--AUGUST 19.--JOHN 9:1-17.--  
 
EVERY traveler in eastern countries is sure to be impressed by 

the fact that blindness is much more common there than in Europe 
and America. Tabulated information on this subject, in Encyclope-

dia Americana, shows that in 1870 the proportion of blind in Amer-
ica was one in 1900 population; in Europe the proportion was larg-
er; viz., 1 in 1094; while in China the average was 1 in 400 popula-



tion. According to no less an authority than Dr. Geikie, Egypt has 
one blind person to every 100 of population. Palestine lying near to 
Egypt, and having conditions very similar, especially amongst the 
lower classes, may be supposed to have had at least half as many; 
viz., the terribly large proportion of 1 in every 200 of population. 
Canon Tristan, writing on the subject, says:--  

"Blindness is common in Palestine to a degree which we in 
western lands can scarcely realize. There is probably no country in 
the world, except Egypt, where this affliction is so prevalent. At 
Gaza, for instance, it is said that one-third of the population have 
lost one or both eyes; and from my own observation in that city I 
should unhesitatingly say that the statement is not exaggerated. But 
amongst these cases it is difficult to find any born blind."  

This blindness is in great measure the result of the scarcity of 
water and the neglect of children, whose eyes are in consequence 
attacked by the flies. The miracle brought to our attention in this 
lesson differs from the five other instances of the healing of the 
blind by our Lord, mentioned in the Scriptures, in that this man was 
born blind. In our Lord's time the science of surgery had not ad-
vanced so far as at present, and consequently, as herein stated by the 
one healed, the cure was a marvel, the like of which had never been 
heard of. Even yet we believe that there are only five cases on record 
of successful operations upon those born blind. Our Lord's cure of 
such blindness, with the simple prescription used, would therefore 
be a remarkable miracle to-day, and much more so was it in that day.  

ORIENTALISM, MORMONISM, THEOSOPHY. 
The question of the disciples, whether it was this man's sin or 

the sin of his parents that caused him to be born blind, implies either 
an extreme simplicity on their part, not to see that the man could not 
have sinned before his birth, or quite possibly it implied that some 
of the absurd notions of the far East--of India--had reached the Jews: 
one of these was and still is that each child born into the world had a 
previous existence, in which it had done either good or evil, the 
rewards or punishments of which were represented in the conditions 
of the present life. This absurdity is being revived, even in Christian 
lands, by so-called Theosophists, and by two bodies of people 
known as "Mormons," in the United States. It is scarcely necessary 
to point out that such a theory finds no support whatever in any 
statement of the Scriptures. Quite to the contrary, it is most emphati-
cally contradicted by the Scriptures, which declare man's creation to 
have been a direct creation from God--not a reincarnation of some 
being which had previously existed. This thought is consistently 
maintained throughout the Bible, in that we are distinctly told that 
the child receives its life from its father, and inherits good or evil 
according to his course of life, and not according to any course of 
life of its own in a previous condition or in another world. Thus the 
Lord declares that he visits the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children to the third and fourth generation, and shows mercy unto 
thousands of them that love him and keep his commandments.--
Exod. 20:5; Deut. 5:9,10.  

This heredity, we see, comes in the natural order of things. The 
tendency of sin is not only to break down the moral character, but 
also to vitiate and impair the physical system, while godliness, altho 
it cannot repair and make good the impairments of sin, can check 
these, and hold them measurably in restraint. The Scriptures again 
contradict this thought, in the declaration, "By one man's disobedi-
ence sin entered into the world, and death as a result of sin, and thus 
death passed upon all men because [thus] all men became sinners"--
by heredity. And if by heredity then not as Theosophy, Mormonism 
and Orientalism declare;-- not in consequence of some previous 
existence and sin on the part of the child.  

The whole matter is squared by the doctrine of the ransom, as 
all may readily see: for if our present blemishes, with which we are 
born into this world, were the results of sins committed in some 
previous condition of existence, the death of our Lord Jesus could 
not cancel them, and the doctrine of a ransom would be disproved. 
The doctrine of the ransom is unchangeably linked to the doctrine 
that Adam was a perfect human being in his creation, and that it was 
his sin and condemnation that passed to all of his posterity, through 
the channel of natural birth. The ransom ("corresponding price") 
given by our Lord Jesus, was a man's life for a man's life: that, "as 
by a man came death, by a man also should come the resurrection of 

the dead." Our Lord's ransom sacrifice, being the complete and cor-
responding price and offset to father Adam's sin, was constituted 
thereby an offset to all the results of his sin as they appear in his 
posterity--and thus we all were redeemed by the one sacrifice of 
Christ, the just for the unjust.  

IS ALL SICKNESS OF THE DEVIL? 
An increasingly large number of Christian people --including 

those who refuse medicines--are reaching the conclusion that all 
sickness is the direct result of sin and the work of the devil; and 
therefore that godly living will prevent sickness: and that in the 
event of sickness, if it be punishment for sin, medicines should not 
be used, but, on the contrary, prayer should be made to God for the 
forgiveness of sin for which sickness is a punishment, and that the 
cure of the disease should be expected as a reward of repentance and 
faith exercised.  

We wonder how these Christian friends view this lesson. Like 
the disciples, they evidently would conclude that a man born blind 
must have been so born on account of sin--if not his own sin, the 
sins of his parents --for they account for all disease from this stand-
point. Unfortunately they feel so satisfied with their conclusions on 
the subject that they do not inquire of the Lord, as did the apostles. 
And they do not hear his answer here given--that it was neither sin 
on the part of the man, nor on the part of his parents, which occa-
sioned his blindness.  

If they were students of the Word they would note also the nu-
merous statements of Scripture which clearly point out that calami-
ties are not always punishments for sins: for instance, our Lord's 
declaration respecting the Galileans whose blood was mingled with 
the sacrifices, and those upon whom the tower of Siloam fell and 
slew them. (Luke 13:1-5.) Our Lord distinctly declares that these 
calamities did not indicate that the sufferers were sinners above 
other men. Likewise, in the case of the sickness and death of Laza-
rus. Our Lord declares, not that it was because of sin on the part of 
Lazarus, but that it was permitted in order to be for the glory of God. 
So in this lesson he declares that the fact that the man was born 
blind was not on account of sin, but on the contrary, "that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him."  

We are not denying that sin frequently brings sickness; on the 
contrary, we affirm this, and confirm this view with our Lord's 
words to some of those whom he healed, "Go, sin no more, lest a 
worse thing come upon thee." There is a great difference, however, 
between claiming that all sickness is of sin and the devil, and admit-
ting that much of it is produced or intensified by sin. We go even 
further than this, and admit that in a general way all the blemishes of 
the present time may be indirectly traced to our great Adversary, 
Satan. For had it not been for his fall, and for the temptations which 
he presented to our first parents, we may suppose that there would 
have been no sin in the world; consequently no imperfection, no 
sighing, no crying, no dying. But it is thoroughly wrong to credit to 
Satan's power all the difficulties which we experience. We are glad 
indeed that he is limited and restrained; because under the weak-
nesses with which we are born we find quite sufficient of evil dispo-
sition and weakness received by heredity, and operating, not only 
between parent and child, but between neighbor and neighbor. We 
may be glad indeed that Satan's power to deceive is not permitted to 
vitiate our minds contrary to our wills, and not permitted to break 
down our wills, except as we give them over to sympathy and con-
tact with evil things. We may be glad also that sickness and death 
working in man are not wholly subject to the prince of darkness, for 
altho the Scriptures declare that Satan's power is deathward, they 
also show us that he does not have this power unlimitedly, but can 
exercise it only under restraints and restrictions. This is most clearly 
indicated to us in the case of Job and his family. Rather, the Scrip-
tures teach that Satan's power or influence is the result of the Adam-
ic death operating in mankind and rendering all amenable to Satan's 
devices and deceptions.--Heb. 2:14.  

And, by the way, Job's case is another illustration of sickness 
and calamities of various kinds which were not the punishments of 
sin; for have we not Job's own testimony of his love for God, his 
confidence in him, and his faithful reliance upon him? "Tho he slay 
me, yet will I trust in him!" And more, we have the Lord's testimony 
to the same effect, in favor of his servant Job, and in reproof of his 



friends who wrongly represented that his sickness and calamities 
were punishments for sin.  

We conclude, then, upon Scriptural grounds, that not all sick-
ness is in the nature of sin penalties, but that some sicknesses are as 
penalties. Hence, when the Christian shall find himself overtaken 
with sickness or other disasters, he should first of all inquire of him-
self, before the Lord, whether or not his difficulties are the result of-
-  

(1) A direct violation of the laws of his reason, as, for instance, 
indiscretion in eating, gratification of the appetite in respect to food 
which he knows is not suited to his physical conditions: or violation 
of recognized principles of conduct, as, for instance, the endorsing 
of a note, contrary to the instructions of the Lord's Word (Prov. 
6:1,2), which has brought disaster to many. If he does not find his 
troubles to be the result of personal indiscretion he should look--  

(2) To see whether or not sin lies at his door; whether or not he 
has been living inconsistently, and might properly recognize his 
sickness or trouble as a punishment for his sin, his inconsistency. If 
he finds it to be so, he should of course immediately rectify the 
wrong to the extent of his ability, and seek forgiveness, mercy, at the 
throne of the heavenly grace, and expect that after suffering some 
chastisements he will be released.  

(3) Should he fail to find a cause for his difficulties in either of 
the foregoing, he should consider that quite possibly his difficulty, 
whatever its nature, was one of the ordinary casualties of life from 
which God does not wholly forfend his children--desiring them to 
walk by faith and not by sight: such casualties are necessary, that we 
may be very sympathetic with the world's troubles.  

(4) In some instances, as in Job's case and the case before us in 
this lesson, troubles may ultimately be found to have been permitted 
by the Lord, to be channels of mercy and blessing, if rightly re-
ceived, as in these cases.  

(5) In all troubles, whether for discipline or for instruction in 
righteousness and the development of character, the children of God 
(and we are not considering others now) should forthwith begin to 
seek the blessing which they may be sure God has in store for them 
when he permits adversities. And this should not hinder their use of 
any means for relief upon which they can conscientiously ask the 
divine blessing: on the same principle that we labor for and eat the 
daily bread for which we pray, and which is none the less of divine 
provision.  

The work of God made manifest in this blind man was not 
merely in the miracle performed upon his natural eyes. It extended 
beyond this, and testified to the beholders the power of God, operat-
ing in Messiah. And it extended still further, in the case of the man 
who was healed: leading to the opening of the eyes of his under-
standing, it inducted him into discipleship to Christ. Had he not 
been born blind, had he not passed through just the experiences 
through which he did pass, how can we judge that he would have 
been in a better condition of heart to receive the Messiah than the 
educated Pharisees, who, with good natural sight, were thoroughly 
blinded respecting Messiah, his teachings and his work, so that they 
crucified him?  

And so it is in many instances with many who become the 
Lord's people. Looking back they can clearly see that things which 
at the time seemed to be adversities, disappointments, troubles, dis-
advantages, hardships, were really great blessings, in that they led to 
the opening of the eyes of their understanding,-- were really provi-
dences and blessings in disguise. Those who do so realize the divine 
care, looking back can praise the way God has led them day by day.  

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MISBELIEFS 
Amongst the various false doctrines of to-day none appears 

more inconsistent from the standpoint of science and Christianity, 
than the system which brazenly and defiantly, and in perversion of 
truth and conscience unites these two words as its name. It would be 
amusing, we may be sure, to hear one of the devotees of this theory 
explain this Scripture. For, notwithstanding the fact that their entire 
system is in opposition to the Scriptures, they make a cloak, a pre-
tense, of believing the Scriptures, and of using them in support of 
their theory--chiefly with novices. We may be sure that they would 
attempt to twist and juggle it in some manner, and get it so far away 
from the truth and the subject as at least to confuse many people, 

who have very little knowledge of the Bible and shallow powers of 
reasoning, especially those "who have not their senses exercised by 
reason of use," in connection with Scriptural subjects.--Heb. 5:14.  

Their theory is that there is no such thing as blindness, that it is 
simply a mistaken thought, a misbelief: since the parents of the blind 
man could not have misbelieved that their child would be born 
blind, the child itself, we presume they would say, got this misim-
pression before its birth. And then we have the inconsistency in-
creased, for every one of intelligence knows that the infant at birth 
has no thought, correct or incorrect, on any subject. The fallacy of 
this theory is likewise proven, in the case of those born deaf and 
dumb. But argument and reason have no more force with "Christian 
Scientists" than have the Scriptures. Their infatuation with their 
delusion is so great that they are fully prepared to wrest facts, rea-
son, and Scripture-- and then, in perversion of all truth and con-
sistency, they call this "Christian Science."  

We are not contending with them respecting their use of the 
word "Science," for the most stupid should be able to see that there 
is nothing scientific in connection with their theory: but we do con-
tend respecting their use of the word "Christian," because many do 
not recognize that they have not the slightest right to the use of this 
term. Our contention is that a Christian Scientist of full develop-
ment, cannot be a Christian in any Scriptural sense of the word.  

(1) A Christian is one who believes in God the Father, and in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent to be a propitiation for our 
sins, our Redeemer, and, ultimately the Deliverer of all these who 
obey him. But Christian Science denies the very existence of God, 
claiming to believe merely in a principle of Good. To whatever ex-
tent a man has a good principle, the God-quality is in him, say they; 
and to whatever extent a horse or a dog may have the good princi-
ples, to that extent these are Gods, and to be loved, etc., accordingly. 
Denying the Father, they of course deny also the Son whom he sent: 
and altho they acknowledge Jesus, it is not with a Christian 
acknowledgement. On the contrary, they hold that he was merely a 
member of the Adamic family, and that his preeminence above oth-
ers was in respect to his character and teachings. And they claim that 
while, in these respects, he stood higher than other men of his day, 
yet he but feebly grasped at certain principles or truths which are to-
day brought to the world by her distinguished highness, "Mrs. Dr. 
Eddy," who thus poses as being greater than Jesus, as an elephant is 
greater than a mouse; tho there be certain resemblances.  

(2) A Christian is one who believes in Christ as a Savior from 
sin as well as from its consequences;--death and its concomitants of 
pain, etc. But Christian Scientists deny that there is any sin, and 
deny also, that there are any consequences of sin; hence, logically, 
they deny the ransom, for how could there be a ransom for sinners, 
if none are sinners? Thus do they deny and ignore the very founda-
tion of Christian faith, without which no one is a Christian--
Scripturally.  

The absurdities of Christian Science commend themselves only 
to those who are either Scripturally ignorant, or mentally weak; and 
their chief attractions are therefore--  

(1) The fact that they put on, as a garment of light, gentleness 
and kindness of word and manner. That these do not grow out of 
hearts thoroughly converted to the Lord, and begotten of his spirit of 
love, is manifest: for altho kindness and patience and gentleness are 
manifested, the true essence of these is lacking, namely, love. In-
stead of manifesting love to be the mainspring of their meekness, 
patience, gentleness, they manifest ambition and money-love as their 
inspiring motives--so far as we are able to judge the tree by its fruits. 
So far as we are able to learn, their efforts to promulgate their views 
are confined to those who are able and willing to pay for the instruc-
tion good round prices; and so far as we are able to discern, their 
care of the sick shows a love of money, and love of fame; and hence 
very few of the poor of this world have been injured by the doctrines 
of Christian Science, or cured of disease by its treatment.  

(2) The cure of disease without medicine, and sometimes al-
most miraculously, is in the nature of things calculated to attract and 
interest the "groaning creation"--just as the advertisements of patent 
medicines attract them. We unhesitatingly assert our conviction, that 
this power, manifested through Christian Scientists, is not of God, 
but of the Adversary, directly, or indirectly. He no doubt directs his 



servants into the use of channels and means of which humanity in 
general, and even many learned physicians, are comparatively igno-
rant--channels of human nature which, possibly, in the future may 
be used by the Lord during the times of restitution of all things. Our 
justification in ascribing their cures to an evil source, instead of to a 
good source, lies in the fact that they utterly repudiate the principles 
of Christianity, and we may be sure God would not cooperate to 
assist with his power those who deny his very existence, and who 
make void the gospel of the redemption through the blood of Christ. 
The miracle-working power in them we believe to be the same as the 
miracle-working power in Spiritism and in Orientalism, and in the 
charms of other Occultists --namely, Satanic power.  

{1}If it be asked, How could Satan be interested in doing a good 
work? we answer: He does no such work amongst those who are 
thoroughly and stupidly ignorant: he is doing these works merely in 
the most civilized lands, and especially amongst the most enlight-
ened of the people in the various denominations of Christendom. 
The Adversary thus assumes the garment of an angel of light and 
mercy, not to lead to the Light of the world--not to lead to the cross 
of Christ--not to lead to the Bible--but to lead away from these, to 
another hope of salvation, and to another teacher: to deceive, if it 
were possible, the very elect. And be it remembered that our Lord's 
words indicate that when matters come to this condition, where 
Satan will cast out Satan and heal disease, it is a marked evidence 
that his throne is tottering to its fall--that, so to speak, this is the last 
extremity of the Adversary's efforts to deceive.  

* * * 
The Lord's method of giving sight to the blind man, we may 

reasonably suppose, was parabolic--that is to say, it contains a les-
son under a figure. Since our Lord did not explain the significance 
of his action in making a clay ointment out of dust with his spittle, 
and anointing the man's eyes with this, and sending him to wash 
them and receive sight at the Pool of Siloam, we may exercise our 
mental powers in thinking of what these different things would sig-
nify. But we are limited in our speculations, nevertheless, and may 
not run wild, but must restrain ourselves within the limits of plain 
statements of the Word of God respecting his plan of salvation.  

In harmony with these plain statements we may interpret our 
Lord's symbolical act thus: The blind man would fitly represent the 
world of mankind in general, who during the present life are mental-
ly blind --who cannot now see the goodness, mercy, and love of God 
as these may be recognized by others who are now able to see them. 
His being born blind would harmonize with this thought, for the 
blindness that is upon the world is, to a large extent at least, a matter 
of heredity. His blindness does not represent a blindness on the part 
of those who have once seen God's grace, represented in his Word 
and plan, and who have then become blind thereto, and who would 
represent the class mentioned by the Apostle as having once been 
enlightened, and who subsequently lose that enlightenment. (Heb. 
6:4-6.) If then the blind man represents the blind world (who do not 
see, in the sense that the Church sees, of whom the Lord said, 
"Blessed are your eyes for they see"), the time of the healing of such 
blindness is in the Millennial age, as Scripturally pointed out, when 
"All the blind eyes shall be opened, and the deaf ears unstopped." 
(Isa. 35:5.) And this agrees with the conditions of our Lord's mira-
cle, because we are informed that this miracle took place on the 
Sabbath, or seventh day, which corresponds to, and typifies the Mil-
lennial day, the seventh-thousand year period.  
                                                 
{1} July 13 Manna, 2 Cor 11:14-15 

Our Lord's words, nevertheless, seem to indicate that some part 
of this symbolical picture relates to the present age, for he said, "I 
must work the works of him that sent me while it is day: the night 
cometh wherein no man can work." In this statement the word "day" 
would seem to belong to the present time, and to be illustrated in the 
making of clay with our Lord's spittle, and the anointing of the blind 
man's eyes. The washing of his eyes and the cure would seem to 
belong to the next age, the Millennial age. The Lord's spittle, the 
secretions of his mouth, might represent the truth as fitly as would 
the words of his mouth--it is another figure, but seemingly of the 
same force and meaning. He uttered the truth, brought it in contact 
with the dust of the earth--not in contact with all the dust of the 
earth, but with a limited portion, an elect or select portion, --and of 
this he made the anointing clay. The Scriptures do inform us, in 
harmony with this, that the Word of God's grace, delivered through 
and by our Lord Jesus, is designed in the present age to act upon a 
small fragment of humanity, and to consecrate them and make them 
meet for the Master's use in the blessing of the world, in the anoint-
ing of the eyes of the blind. From this standpoint of view, the mak-
ing of the clay would represent the formation of the elect Church for 
the blessing of the poor, blind world. And, quite possibly, not only 
in this work of making the clay now in progress, but perhaps some 
portion of the anointing work is now being done, as is intimated by 
the Scripture which declares that the Gospel must first be preached 
for a witness in all the world, before the end of this age. The world 
must be witnessed to during this age, but the world will not have the 
eyes of its understanding opened during this age: it must wait until 
the great washing time of the Millennial age, of which the Scriptures 
declare, "In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 
David for sin and for uncleanness." (Zech. 13:1.) In full agreement 
with this is the significance of the word Siloam. It signifies "The 
sending forth," or "The fountain."  

The Pharisee objected to the Lord's goodness, because, for-
sooth, it infracted some of their hypercritical dogmas and traditions. 
This is interesting, as showing to what extent religious forms and 
ceremonies may bind and blind intelligent and reverential people. 
And this should be a lesson to all the intelligent and reverent, lead-
ing them to great care in judging righteous judgment, according to 
the standard of the divine Word, and not according to their prejudic-
es and revered creeds, and the traditions of the fathers.  

Still another lesson may be found in the fact that the man who 
confessed our Lord Jesus, and who stood up in bold defence of 
righteousness, was greatly blessed, in that after he had thus demon-
strated his loyalty to principle, and had suffered as a result excom-
munication from the Church--then the Lord found him. Thus his 
faithfulness under trials and difficulties, and his willingness to suffer 
the loss of earthly fellowship and honor amongst men, led directly to 
a still greater blessing, even direct fellowship and communion with 
the Lord himself. How many are there whose mental eyes have been 
opened to the truth, who have been so loyal to the Lord and so ap-
preciative of his goodness as to be faithful in declaring the facts? 
How many of these have found that such faithfulness means separa-
tion from the synagogue, from the church nominal? How many of 
these have feared to lose prestige and influence, through confessing 
the light of present truth? But all who have followed the noble 
course of thankfulness, loyalty, and obedience to God, have found 
that such obedience, while it led to a loss of fellowship in the nomi-
nal church, led also to a greater fellowship and communion, and a 
more intimate acquaintance with the Lord himself.  
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HIDDEN FOE 
 

Perhaps we cannot surely know 
Which is the spirit's deadliest foe. 
We know most of our foes by sight, 
Those ugly creatures of the night, 
And many we do know by name-- 
To fight or to avoid the same-- 
As anger, malice, hatred, strife, 

Foes of the Christian's very life, 
As evil speaking, doubt and fear, 
'Close girding sins,' forever near. 
 
But is there one we oft ignore 
Who stealthily comes in our door? 
Discouragement --disguised foe 

To sap our strength and bring us woe. 
The devil's wedge, most powerful tool, 
A potion which our zeal would cool; 
A poison weakening our endeavor; 
A lethargic lotion ever. 
Let faith and reason play their part 
And bid discouragement depart. 

------------------------------ 
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