June 12
This one thing | do. Philippians 3:13
WE observe the Apostle's singleness of
purpose-- "This one thing | do." He did not
try to do several things: if he had, he would
surely have failed. He devoted his life to the

HG453 "Ah! this was the secret of the
Apostle's great success -- 'This one thing |
do." He concentrated his time, his thought,
his energy, upon this one object or goal,
which proved the brighter and more valuable
to his appreciation every hour. True, there
were ordinary things of life, such as eating
and drinking and resting and, at one time,
tent-making, which occupied some of his
hours. But these were not paramount, were
not dominating. He aspired, not to be known
as the greatest or most expert tent-maker. He
aspired not to amass great wealth in that or
any other labor or business. He lived not for
his belly, nor did he, as a sluggared, waste
valuable time in sleep. Every hour, every
energy, had been devoted to God and his
service -- and was so applied, not of
compulsion, nor of slavish fear, but out of a
faithful heart, appreciating the privileges and
anxious to show to the Lord his loving
devotion. Is it so with us? ... Whoever
divides his heart, whoever attempts to serve
the interests of several equally, will surely
fail. Not only does such a half-way course
fail to meet with the Divine approval as
worthy of joint-heirship in the Kingdom with
Chirst, but it fails also to meet the world's
approval and to gain the advantages of this
present life."

R5081 "The Apostle Paul had but one mind
or will. "This one thing I do," he said. He
was not a double-minded man...

Certain conditions God requires of those
who will run in the race... He will have no
one in the Kingdom of His Elect who is
weak, vacillating, so far as his mind is
concerned. He may not have a strong
intellect; but he must manifest to God that he
has a strong will and firm determination, and
that he has cut off everything in life in order
to win the prize....

Loyalty is one of the great tests of
character-- loyalty to God, to His Word,
loyalty to principle."

R2335 “A double-minded man or woman is
one who has received the new mind and
recognizes the difference between the mind
of the flesh and the mind of the spirit, but
who, instead of giving over the control of his
life to either one, thinks erroneously that he
can succeed better by dividing matters. The
double mind is the compromising
disposition...

This is the condition represented by the
Apostle, when he says, a double-minded man
is inconsistent in all his ways. And alas, how

one purpose to which he was called, and to
that end dropped every other aim in life. He
did it, too, in view of the fact that all
through the present life his chosen course
would bring certain loss, privation, toil,
care, persecution and continual reproach. In

many Christians are in this very condition of
inconsistency: they profess on the one hand
to be renewed in mind, and are actually so to
some extent; yet on the other hand, in many
of the affairs of life they are walking not after
the spirit's direction but after the will of the
flesh. They more or less feel this
inconsistency, and their lives are not
satisfactory to themselves, and far from
satisfactory from the divine standpoint. Nor
does the world appreciate them; for
frequently it calls them hypocrites, pointing
to their inconsistencies as proof.  Their
course is thoroughly disapproved by the
Lord's Word which declares that none such
shall constitute the Kingdom class, which
shall be composed only of "overcomers," in
whom the mind of the spirit has the control,
the mastery, bringing even the thoughts of
the heart into subjection to the will of God in
Christ..."Make no provision for the flesh, to
fulfil its desires." (‘Rom. 13:14".)... There is
to be no compromise, no terms, no covenant,
no agreement.”

R5322 “A DOUBLE-MINDED MAN” “The
double-mindedness of the Prophet, Balaam,
was abundantly manifested by his course, as
we have examined it. He wished to be a
Prophet of the Lord and to speak His Word in
His Name; but he also wished riches, and the
honor which would accompany them. He
wished for what God's providence had not
seen best to give him. Right and wrong--
God's way and the way of riches --both were
before him. Which would he choose with all
his heart? He chose neither one. He tried to
have both--to be a servant and mouthpiece of
God, and to gain the rewards of an opposite
course.--"2 Peter 2:15,16".

Alas, how many in every age have had
the Balaam spirit! Jesus warned against this
spirit, saying, "Ye cannot serve God and
mammon." How many have found the
Master's words true! How many have found
that the Lord would reject from His counsels
and His fellowship those who regard iniquity
in their hearts; and who, if they would not
love to serve it, at least would love its
rewards. Let us remember that God looketh
upon the inward parts--the heart. Let us
remember how it was written of Jesus:
"Because Thou hast loved righteousness and
hast hated iniquity, therefore God, even thy
God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of
gladness above thy fellows."--"Psalm 45:7".

In God's dealings with our Redeemer, He
has exemplified the principles of His
righteous Government. A double-minded
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PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK

this singleness of purpose he was relieved of
many temptations to turn aside to enjoy
some of the good things of this present life,
or to pursue some of its illusive bubbles.
Z.'95-250R1885:3

man is unreliable in every way--not pleasing
to God, not acceptable to Him.
THE HEART WITH THE TREASURE

The Master said, "Where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also." Those who set
their affection chiefly upon earthly things can
with difficulty avoid the snares that go with
them. Balaam's only safe course was in heart
loyalty to God. Knowing the mind of the
Lord on the subject, he should have delighted
himself therein, and should to the fullest have
rejected every overture looking in an
opposite direction. The nobles who took
King Balak's second proposition should have
been kindly, but firmly, told that the Divine
will was the law of Balaam, the Prophet; that
he would not for a moment consider anything
to the contrary of the Divine will; that
money, wealth and honors as inducements to
a course of opposition to God's will would be
an insult. Let us each apply this lesson in
life's affairs. Let God be first in our hearts, as
well as in our words and acts.”

R2336 “This same thought of the necessity of
having only the one will, the one set of
principles before our minds, if we would be
successful in making our calling and election
sure, was enunciated by our Lord, when he
said, "If thine eye be single, thy whole body
shall be full of light." That is to say, if our
eyes be focused in harmony together as one,
the object before us will be seen in its true,
proper light and shape, but if we were cross-
eyed, our eyes glancing in different
directions, every object looked at with both
eyes would seem distorted. So with the eyes
of understanding: if we attempt to look at
matters from the heavenly standpoint, and at
the same time from the earthly standpoint,
the result will be unsatisfactory -- confusion,
uncertainty, incorrectness of judgment.

As we have found that the old nature, if
permitted to have a voice at all, would
eventually capture the citadel of the heart, so
we find also that if the new nature be granted
full sway to overcome the will of the flesh, to
bring every thought and word and deed into
subjection to the will of God, this also means
a gradual development, a growth in grace and
in the knowledge and the will of God. It
means that the entire heart is thus seized in
the name of the Lord, and reckoned as his,
and reckoned a pure heart on this account;
but it means also a progressive battle with
and a progressive victory over the
weaknesses, the frailties of our mortal
bodies...”

"I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."--Phil. 3:14.

THESE were the words of one of the most earnest and faithful
runners for the prize of the high calling of the Gospel Church. The
speaker was a man of faith, a man of understanding, a man of fixed
and unwavering purpose and of dauntless courage--a wise man in
the Scriptural sense, though a fool in the world's estimation. His
course, as well as those of the other eleven apostles, we are assured

was a successful one; for the Revelator in describing the heavenly
Jerusalem says, "And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb." (Rev.
21:14)) And at the end of his course, the Apostle, in the full
assurance of faith, left us this triumphant testimony: "I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, | have kept the faith:



henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day." And then,
ever mindful of the other members of the body still in the race, he
added, "And not to me only, but unto all them that love his
appearing.”-- 2 Tim. 4:6-8.

In reviewing the course of the successful runners of the past,
there is much of encouragement and helpfulness to all those who are
still endeavoring to make their calling and election sure; for even the
Apostle Paul, strong and daring as he was, reminds us that he was a
man of like passions with ourselves; that while still in the strife of
the Christian warfare he counted not that he had already attained the
mark for the prize, nor that he was already perfect. He tells us that
he realized, as we all do, a law in his members warring against the
law of his mind, and that he found it necessary to exert his will
continually to keep the body under.--Acts 14:15; Phil. 3:12; Rom.
7:23; 1 Cor. 9:27.

If Paul and all the other apostles and beloved saints of the early
church were men of like passions with ourselves, and similarly
compassed with infirmities and adverse influences, besetments and
allurements; and if they too were frequently assailed with
temptations and trials which summoned all their fortitude to enable
them to overcome, then, in their overcoming, we have the assurance
that we also may overcome through the grace promised to us, as
well as to them, if, like them, we avail ourselves of it.

So assured was the Apostle of his own continuous faithfulness,
and of that of the other apostles, and of his co-laborers, that he could
say to the church, "You have us for examples."--Phil. 3:17; 2 Thes.
3:7-9; 1 Cor. 4:9.

Noble examples they were--of faithfulness, of zeal, of patience,
of endurance, and of true Christian fortitude and heroism. While
many of those in more obscure positions in the church were
doubtless as faithful in their spheres, the Apostle Paul, as a leader
and pioneer of the faith among the Gentiles, comes very prominently
to view. At the very beginning of his Christian course, the Lord said,
"I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name's
sake." (Acts 9:16.) Paul was not long in proving the truth of this
prediction; but, instead of allowing the prospect of continual
tribulation to depress him, he only rejoiced in the privilege thus
afforded of testifying his love to the Lord. "And now," he says, "l go
bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall
befall me there, save that the holy Spirit witnesseth in every city,
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of these things
move me, neither count | my life dear unto myself, so that | may
finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received of
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God."--Acts
20:22-24.

Hear the Apostle's testimony of his own experience-- "In labors
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons frequent, in deaths
oft. Of the Jews five times received | forty stripes save one. Thrice
was | beaten with rods, once was | stoned, thrice | suffered
shipwreck, a night and a day | have been in the deep; in journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in
weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst,
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are
without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches. Who is weak, and | am not weak? who is offended, and |
burn not?"--2 Cor. 11:23-33.

Through all these tribulations the Apostle pressed toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling. The mark to be attained was
holiness--that holiness which brings every thought into captivity to
the will of God, the mind of Christ. (2 Cor. 10:5.) That was the
grand ideal which Paul steadily pursued; and surely in his life he
gave evidence of constant growth in grace. Under tests of great and
ever-increasing severity his character developed into most graceful
and beautiful proportions. The same is also manifest in the
characters of the other apostles and saints, though their record has
not come down to us as complete as that of the Apostle to the
Gentiles.

But it is specially important that we should observe how our
beloved Brother Paul was enabled to run so steadily in a race so
difficult. How was he able to steer so clear of the temptations and
besetments to which he, as a man of like passions with us, was
necessarily subject? His answer is--"Brethren, | count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark," etc.

Here are four considerations which we do well to ponder most
carefully:--

First. The Apostle made a humble, sober estimate of his
spiritual standing and strength. He did not feel puffed up at being a
chosen vessel of the Lord to bear his name before the Gentiles. He
did not consider himself the Great Apostle, nor vaunt himself in any
way. And so far was he from boasting of his spiritual attainments,
that he humbly reminded the church of the possibility of himself
being a castaway, even after he had preached to others, unless he
continued to stand fast in his integrity and to grow in grace. (1 Cor.
9:27.) And while he held up before them Christ as the power of God
and the wisdom of God, and the model for their imitation, he
humbly declared that he, with them, was striving to follow the
pattern, Christ, while trusting alone in the merit of his sacrifice to
make up his own shortcomings. Thus he was relieved of that

reatest hindrance to spiritual development--self-satisfaction; for

Yif any man considers that he has attained a satisfactory spiritual
state, from that very moment he may date the beginning of his
spiritual decline. No present attainments can be satisfactory to a
sincere follower of Christ who studiously endeavors to copy the
perfect pattern. It is only when we turn our eyes away from Christ
that self-complacency can be exercised; for, in full view of the
pattern, our shortcomings are ever manifest. And if in pride of heart
we do lose sight of them ourselves, they only become the more
manifest to others. Only in the realization of a continual growth into
the likeness of Christ should the Christian find satisfaction. Like the
Apostle, let him consider, not that he has already attained, neither
that he is already perfect, but that he is still in the race and making
progress towards the goal. And no doubt it was the considering of
himself as not having attained perfection, and as still subject to
frailty, that led the Apostle to seek the Lord's grace, that kept him
always in a humble attitude of mind and that gave him compassion
for the weaknesses and failings of others. It is those who become
high-minded and self-sufficient that strain to pull out the mote from
their brother's e}/e and forget the beam in their own.

Secondly, ?'we observe the Apostle's singleness of purpose --
"This one thing | do." He did not try to do several things: if he had,
he would surely have failed. He devoted his life to the one purpose
to which he was called, and to that end dropped every other aim in
life. He did it, too, in view of the fact that all through the present life
his chosen course would bring certain loss, privation, toil, care,
persecution and continual reproach. In this singleness of purpose he
was relieved of many temptations to turn aside to enjoy some of the
good things of this present life, or to pursue some of its illusive
bubbles.

Thirdly, we observe that he determined to forget the things
behind. Had he allowed his mind to return again and again to con
over the treasures of the past which he had given up; to reconsider
how great the sacrifice which he had made in thus devoting himself
to the cause of the despised and crucified One, he might have been
tempted first to despondency, and later to return and seek to recover
the things behind. On the other hand, he might have carried before
him the picture of his persecutions of the Christians and his
consenting to their martyrdom, wondering whether the Lord had
forgiven him, and continually condemning himself for his blindness,
thus forfeiting his peace of mind and interfering with his usefulness.
But, having accepted forgiveness in Christ, he put that away also,
though he frequently referred to the matter with contrition, and the
thought seemed to influence his whole life so that he labored the
more diligently to testify to his appreciation of the grace bestowed,
and to be long-suffering with others as God had been with him. (1
Cor. 15:9,10; Phil. 3:6; Eph. 3:8; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim. 1:12-16.) Wise
indeed was he to forget the things behind!

Fourthly, he reached forward to the things that were before,--
his faith took hold of the promises of God with such tenacity that to
him they were living realities, inspiring zeal and faithfulness. Upon
the heavenly themes he allowed his mind to dwell, as he also
advised others, saying, "Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue and if there be any praise, think on
these things." (Phil. 4:8.) This is the way he reached forward to the
things before; and thus also we must gather our inspiration to
holiness and our courage to endurance and preservering faithfulness,
even unto death. ¥¥The Christian's habit of thought has much indeed
to do with his spiritual progress or retrogression, as it is also an
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index of his spiritual state, and good habits of thought need to be
very carefully cultivated.

By "habit of thought" we mean that normal condition to which
the mind habitually returns in the moments of mental leisure. While
engaged in the active duties of life we must of necessity bend our
mental energies to the work in hand, for if we do any thing merely
mechanically and without concentrating thought upon it, we cannot
do it well: yet, even here, Christian principle, well established in the
character, will unconsciously guide. But when the strain of labor and
care are lifted for a time, the established habit of thought, like the
needle to the pole, should quickly return to its rest in God. "Return
unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with
thee." (Psa. 116:7.) Let not the mind thus temporarily released
grovel and revel in earthly things, but let it return to its rest and
refreshment in the contemplation of "whatsoever things are pure and
lovely and of good report" --upon that beauty of holiness which is
the mark or goal or end of our high calling, the attainment of which
will be rewarded with the "prize"--glory, honor and immortality. As
the poet has heautifully expressed it,--

Now fet our thoughts on wings sublime
Rise from the trivial cares of time,
Draw back the parting veil, and see

The glories of eternity."

Let thoughts of God and Christ and the worthy saints of the
past and present, of the heavenly inheritance, of the blessedness of
our future work in cooperation with Christ, of the magnitude and
benevolence of the divine plan, and of the glory and blessedness of
our gathering together unto Christ when our work of the present life
is finished, fill our minds and inspire our hearts. And to these
contemplations let us also receive the additional comfort and
blessedness of personal communion and fellowship with God
through prayer and the study of the Word and the assembling of
ourselves together for worship and praise.
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Fifthly, we note the Apostle's energetic zeal, which not only
reached forward in contemplation of and desire for the beauty of
holiness and the heavenly glory, but also earnestly pressed toward
the mark for the prize. It is not enough that we consider and desire
these things, we must also run for them, strive to attain them, and
study and endeavor by the grace of God to so run as to obtain. In
this connection we see a fresh beauty in the Apostle's admonition in
another place--"strive [i.e., endeavor, labor] to enter into rest." The
harder we work to accomplish the Lord's will in ourselves and that
part of his work committed to us, the greater is our peace and true
rest. Let all the faithful take courage, and also take instruction from
the example and teaching of the faithful Apostle to us Gentiles, who
himself ran so successfully to the end of his course; for the same
grace is promised also unto us.

There is one other thought suggested by the above words of the
Apostle which we would do well to consider, and that is, that as his
faithful and successful course was a worthy and safe example to the
Church, so likewise should each disciple of Christ in turn caonsider
that his example will have its influence upon others. ®Every
Christian should strive to be a pattern worthy of imitation--a pattern
of earnest, faithful endeavor to copy Christ in his daily life, and of
active zeal in his service. Patterns of perfection, of the ultimate
moral glory and beauty of holiness, we cannot expect to be in the
present life. Such a pattern we have only in Christ our Lord. In no
such sense did Paul ever say, Follow me, or Follow us; but he did
say, "Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Christ." --1 Cor.
11:1.

The Apostle was a grand example of earnest endeavor to attain
perfection, but not of the ultimate perfection which was in Christ
only; and it is his zeal and intense earnestness in striving to copy'®
Christ and to accomplish his will that we should imitate. Let us mark
all such worthy examples while we also "press toward the mark [of
character] for [the attainment of] the prize of our high calling.”
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R5044 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008)
"THIS ONE THING | DO"

"l determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified."--1 Cor. 2:2

THE TALENTED APOSTLE PAUL gives in another place his
testimony as to the wisdom of shaking off some of our plans and
arrangements and of relaxing our efforts in various directions in
order to concentrate our energies upon those things which we can
best bring to perfection, saying, "This one thing | do.” (Phil. 3:13.)
The Apostle's one business in life was to be, so far as he was able,
acceptable to the Lord, personally, and to do with his might what he
could to assist others into the same condition.

In harmony with this, the thought of our text seems to be that
whatever the Apostle knew respecting other matters prominent in his
day--customs of the Age, scientific questions, etc.--he would ignore.
He would be a specialist. He would confine his thoughts, words and
teachings along this one line; for he thought it was worthy. He had
been at Corinth as an ambassador of Christ. He was not there to air
his knowledge, but to tell the message of the Kingdom. He would
make preaching the Gospel his one business, to accomplish which
he felt that all of his knowledge and energy were too little.

The Apostle did not determine to ignore all of his knowledge
without having a good reason, or purpose therefore. It was because
he wished to concentrate all of his attention and influence upon one
great subject. That subject was Jesus Christ, Jesus the Anointed;
Jesus the Messiah was the main thought of all his preaching. He
realized that the great Messiah was a part of the Divine Program
which had been promised--the "Seed" which was to bless all the
families of the earth; that Jesus was that great Messiah, and that all
men should recognize Him, should flock to His standard.

But St. Paul would preach, not only that Jesus was the Messiah,
but that He was the crucified Messiah, for he would not be ashamed
of the Divine teaching. He would preach that God sent forth His
Son; and that the Son had left the glory He had with the Father, had
lived on the earth, and had "died, the Just for the unjust,” for this
very purpose--that He might manifest His obedience to the Divine
arrangement. In thus preaching Christ and His crucifixion, the
Apostle was not ignoring the fact that there was to be a Church;
Jesus was the Anointed Head over His Body, the Church. Hence, in
preaching Jesus the Anointed One, St. Paul was showing how the

Divine Plan was being outworked under Divine supervision, and
what the glorious results would be. To these things he had
determined that all his time and attention should go.

How evident it is that today many ministers have lost
something possessed by the Apostle, who thus recognized the
importance of the Gospel of Christ! This loss very largely accounts
for the various peculiar topics advertised for religious meetings;
sometimes the topic is politics; sometimes temperance; sometimes
woman-suffrage. The reason for this change from the old-time style
of preaching is that during the Dark Ages the Gospel became
perverted, misrepresented; and that now people are ashamed of what
was formerly preached--"Be good and go to heaven; be bad and go
to hell!" It is not a great message. We cannot wonder that an astute
mind grasps the whole thing in a few minutes. We are rather glad,
indeed, that ministers are ashamed to preach what their creeds
profess, and that, therefore, their creeds must be kept in the
background.

"NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST"

For us, however, who see the importance of the Gospel, the
case is different. We know that this Gospel of the Kingdom, of
which the Apostle was not ashamed, teaches that the elect Church is
to be the Bride of Christ; that Messiah is to bless the whole world;
that Jesus is the Messiah; that He was crucified, dead, buried, raised
from the dead by His Father; that His crucifixion was a part of the
great Divine Plan, and that without this very arrangement no
salvation could be effected, either for the Church, or for the world in
the future. Therefore, as the Apostle did, we are preaching Jesus, the
Crucified One, who died for our sins, who rose again for our
justification, and who, coming in glory with His Church, is the great
Messiah, to bless the world through natural Israel.

Because we have found the Truth we, like St. Paul, feel
constrained to preach nothing but this Message. The same truth that
influenced Him should influence us. If, therefore, any of the
brethren feel disposed to go out after the manner of Babylon and
preach something else, here is the reproof--"Not...anything save
Jesus Christ and Him crucified." This is the only subject. St. Paul



would be as though he knew nothing else. This subject would be the
one thing to which he would give his time and attention. Let it be so
with us!

Beloved, as you value the glorious hope set before you, we
beseech you that you give no heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils, as the Apostle terms them (I Tim. 4:1); but that with
fixedness of purpose you apply yourselves to the one thing to which
you are called, and which as prospective heirs of Messiah's
Kingdom you are privileged to do. Let us not forget that we are a
"peculiar people,” separate from the great body of nominal
Christians, as well as from the world, having higher hopes, aims and
ambitions, and favored with a clearer insight into the deep things of
God, having been called out of our former darkness into His
marvelous light. Thus separate from the world and from Christians
who partake largely of the spirit of the world, what wonder if we
find them all out of harmony with us, and either ignoring or
opposing us!

We expect such opposition; and we know that it will continue
until our course has been finished in death. If we endure hardness as
good soldiers for the Truth's sake, no matter how that hardness may
come, in our efforts to do the Lord's will and to advance the interests
of His Kingdom, then we are presenting our bodies as living
sacrifices in the Divine service. To be really in His service includes
both the careful and continual study of God's Plan, and the imbibing
of its spirit, leading to an enthusiastic zeal for its accomplishment,
and to activity to the extent of ability in its service, whatever the
cost or sacrifice it may require.

If faithful in this service we have neither time nor disposition to
give heed to other themes having no bearing on the one thing to
which we have solemnly dedicated our lives. If we have consecrated
all to God our time is not our own; and consequently we have none
to spare for the investigation of theories built upon any other
foundation than that laid down in the Bible. Nor have we time to
devote to the ideas and pursuits which engross the world's attention,
many of which are harmless or even elevating in themselves, but
which would be harmful and degrading to us if we allow them to
occupy consecrated time and to divert our attention from the one
thing we ought to be doing.

The Apostle warns us to "Shun profane and vain babblings; for
they will increase unto more ungodliness"; but counsels, "Study to
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth"; "Teach no other
doctrine, neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which
minister questions rather than godly edifying which is in faith."--2
Tim. 2:16,15; | Tim. 1:3,4.

HOW NARROW THIS WAY!

Is not this a very narrow way? Yes, so narrow that our Lord
foretold respecting it, "Strait [difficult] is the gate and narrow is the
way which leadeth unto [the] life, and few there be that find it!"
(Matt. 7:14.) It is so narrow that it is wide enough to admit only the
Lord's Plan and those who are willing to discard all other plans,
projects and questionings, and to devote themselves fully to its
service; and who are quite willing to bear any reproach it may bring.

Are you endeavoring from day to day to vindicate the Divine
character and to make known God's righteous ways? Are you
diligently studying to make yourself thoroughly familiar with the
Truth, so that you may indeed be a living epistle known and read of
all men within the circle of your influence? Are you indeed a
workman that need not be ashamed (2 Tim. 2:15)? Are you of those
who have really given themselves to the Lord, saying truthfully to
Him:

1 Take myself--1 will to be
Ever, only, all for Thee"?

If so, you are just narrow minded enough to say, "This one
thing | do; and | make everything else bend to this one thing of
showing forth God's praises and of helping others into His
marvelous light; and to this end | cultivate and use what talents |
possess as a wise steward of my Heavenly Father."

Dearly beloved, we impose neither vows nor bondage upon
each other, but the call has its own limitations; the Master has
directed us to teach all nations (for the Gospel is no longer confined
to the Jewish nation), not astronomy nor geology nor any of the vain
philosophies about which the world speculate, but--"Observe all
things whatsoever | have commanded you."--Matt. 28:20.

This is what the Apostle Paul did. Hear him in his zeal for this
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one thing to which he had devoted his life: "And I, brethren, when |
came unto you, came not with the excellency of speech or of
wisdom, declaring unto you the mystery of God; for | determined
not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him
crucified. [I riveted your attention on this one thing! | kept this one
thing continually before you.]... And my speech and my preaching
were not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and power [of the Truth], that your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God."--1 Cor. 2:1-5.

St. Paul was an outspoken, uncompromising teacher. When he
knew that he had the Truth, he spoke it with confidence, and boldly
declared that everything contrary to it is false doctrine. He also
taught believers that it was not only their privilege, but their duty to
be established in the faith, to know on the evidence of God's Word,
why they believed, and to be able to give to every man that inquired
a reason for the hope that was in them.

Let it be so with us also. Each consecrated believer should ask
himself, "How carefully have | studied that which | recognize as
Divine Truth? How fully capable am I of handling the Sword of the
Spirit?" Few indeed are those who can say they have fully digested
and assimilated all they have received; and that they have let none of
these things slip from memory; that they have so treasured it up in
their hearts that it is their meditation by day and by night; that they
have a ready answer--a "Thus saith the Lord"--for every man that
asks them a reason for the hope that is in them, concerning any point
of doctrine; that they can clearly and intelligently portray the Divine
Plan, quote the Divine authority for each successive step of it, and, if
need be, point out its place in the Divine system of types. To gain
such proficiency in the Word is the work of a lifetime; but every day
should see a closer approximation to that proficiency, and will if we
are faithful students and faithful servants of the Truth.

If all the consecrated were thus busily engaged in putting on the
armor of God, and in proving it by actual use in zealous endeavor to
herald the Truth and to help others to stand, there would be no time
left for even good temperance reform work, nor for work among the
slums of the great cities, nor for the doctrine of healing, nor any
such things. We have no consecrated time for these matters, which
are only side issues and not harmful in themselves, except as they
divert attention and consume time which has been consecrated to
another and higher use. All these works will be effectually
accomplished in the "Times of Restitution" (Acts 3:19-22), now in
the near future. Besides, there are others engaged in these works; we
recognize and seek to accomplish the work set before us in the
Divine Plan.

In all the history of the Church there has never been a time in
which the great Adversary has been so active in diverting attention
from the Truth by introducing unprofitable and irrelevant questions
as at present. Just now, when the exaltation and glory of the Church
are soon to be accomplished, and when the faithful are about to be
received into the joy of their Lord, Satan is resorting to every device
in order to beguile them of their reward and to frustrate this feature
of the Divine Plan.

But really to frustrate any part of the Divine Plan is impossible.
God has purposed to take out from among men a "little flock,” "a
people for His name"; and such a company is assuredly being
gathered. Yet whether all those now in the race for the prize will
surely be of that company, is still an open question. Take heed,
beloved, that no man take thy crown. (Rev. 3:11.) If any come short
of their privileges and prove unworthy of the rich inheritance, there
are others who will quickly fill their places.

Our observation of those consecrated ones who have permitted
other themes than this "Gospel of the Kingdom" to engross time and
attention, leads us to advise such to be very jealous in husbanding
time and talent for the ministry of the Gospel, leaving all subjects
outside of this, however interesting they may be, to those who prefer
to devote time to them now; and to the future life for ourselves,
when all knowledge shall be ours. We have invariably observed that
those who, for any avoidable cause, have turned aside from the true
and only Gospel, are quickly turned out of the way or greatly
hindered in their course toward the "prize" of our "high calling.”

May we, dear brethren, be able truthfully to express our
position in the words of the Apostle: "This one thing | do; forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, | press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus"; "I determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."--Phil. 3:13,14; |
Cor. 2:2.






