June 28
Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the
Lord, and depart from evil. Proverbs 3:7
NOTHING is more dangerous to the
child of God than self-conceit: it blocks the
way to true progress and reformation of

PE125 "Do you have that pain whenever you
make a mistake?" "Yes, whenever | make a
mistake." "Are you sure? Is it whenever you
make a mistake, or when you only happen to
make mistakes that other people know
about?" "Why, | haven't any pain when no-
body knows about it." "Then pride is your
trouble.”

PE209 “The man who has pride in his heart
is not free. He is in bondage of the worst

heart, and hinders true usefulness to others,
and especially usefulness in God's service;
for His Word declares, "God resisteth the
proud, but showeth favor unto the humble."”
Instead of self-confidence, Wisdom dictates
a distrustfulness of self, remembering its

kind. On the other hand, the man who has the
spirit of humility in his heart has the best
kind of freedom. The man that is proud is not
free. If called upon to pray he is not free to
think of things that would be best to say, not
free to utter his heart's feelings... Pride makes
one think too much about the congregation
and to little about the Lord...

We want to get free from the spirit of
pride. If some other brother presents a view
different from our former view, we would not
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REWARDS OF OBEDIENCE
--NOVEMBER 22.--PROV. 3:1-17.--

weaknesses and imperfections, and corre-
spondingly the greater reverence for God
and reliance upon Him, which more than
anything else will strengthen and enable us
to depart from the evil of our fallen estate.
Z.'96-263R2060:6

be free to find out what view is correct.”

(Prov 13:10 KJV)
contention..."

"Only by pride cometh

(Prov 28:25 KJV) "He that is of a proud
heart stirreth up strife..."

See June 14 Manna Mailing (2 weeks ago)
for more complete references on this sub-
ject.

"In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."--Prov. 3:6.

IN this lesson Wisdom personified stands as an instructor and
offers good counsel to such as have an ear to hear and a desire to
obey her.

(1) "Wisdom is justified of her children." They show their par-
entage, and reflect their mother's likeness. But to this end Wisdom's
laws and commandments must be carefully heeded. Wisdom's laws
are divine laws, expressed not only in the Scriptures, but also in the
laws of nature. "The children of the light" should walk in the light in
reference to physical as well as spiritual matters--health, food, clean-
liness, clothing, etc.

(2) No one of ordinary perception can fail to note that a wise
and moderate course in life in obedience to the divine laws is bene-
ficial with respect to the life which now is, and also that which is to
come. True, many in the prime of life and health do not give heed to
Wisdom's voice; true, many who do give heed are such as are al-
ready greatly impaired, having either inherited weaknesses and frail-
ties from the un-wisdom of their parents (beginning with Adam and
Eve) or having neglected the voice of Wisdom until retribution over-
took them. But even for the impaired the counsel of Wisdom is prof-
itable, as many have proved, and brings with it more of peace than
can be found in any other way.

(3) How grand the counsel of this verse! How wise, and how
necessary to a large development of heart, are the graces here men-
tioned--mercy and truth! No one is truly great who is mean, spiteful,
vindictive. Mercy towards others, implying consideration for their
failings and sufferings, is an ennobling grace, a part of the image of
God, too largely lost by many. Truth here stands for sincerity, pure-
ness and uprightness of dealing in all our affairs. Who could be a
true nobleman without this quality? Much more is it necessary to
every true Christian.

"Bind them about thy neck" signifies that these are to be es-
teemed as jewels and ornaments of character carefully guarded from
loss and always in sight,-- delightsome things. And not only should
they be manifest to all as outward graces, but they should be written
or engraven in our hearts. Nobility of character, God-likeness, was a
part of man's original endowment, and was written in his very heart,
nature, constitution; but Adamic sin and its resultant separation from
God, and now six thousand years of degradation, have well nigh
obliterated this original divine law from the heart of humanity. So to
fallen man in general, the evil and selfish and resentful suggestions
present themselves, instead of mercy and sincerity. But the child of
God, the child of Wisdom, is to retrace and engrave again upon the
tablets of the heart (that is, in his very character) these graces so
generally obliterated. This work is at the present time being fol-
lowed only by those who are in the school of Christ,--the "little
flock." But by and by the school of Christ will be enlarged; and
these who are now pupils will be associated with the great Master as
teachers and instructors of the Word; and then the whole world will
be called upon to rewrite in their hearts the original law of right-
eousness. And all who appreciate the opportunity will be assisted in
so doing by the Lord and his servants; as it is written. --Jer.
31:33,34.

(4) Such characters are sure to be pleasing in the sight of God,
and are acknowledged even by such persons as are children of dark-
ness and hate the light, and would say all manner of evil falsely

against the children of the light.

(5) Every matured child of God must learn well and appreciate
the sentiment of this verse. Experience has taught him the imperfec-
tion of his own judgment in many things, and the fallibility of all
human counsel; and he has learned and is still learning to trust the
Lord implicitly. In order thus to trust the Lord, a knowledge of his
Word and the plan of salvation which it reveals are very important;
they inspire trust and confidence, not only in the ability and wisdom
of God, but also in his justice and love.

(6) It is not only proper that God's children should trust him in
their hearts, but also that they should confess and acknowledge him
as their Lord and Master in all of their affairs. Such as are careful
thus to acknowledge the Lord have the assurance that he will direct
their paths. Their paths will not be directed in ways most congenial
to the fallen nature: nor do they wish for this; for, as already seen,
they are desiring and seeking mercy and truth, as outward charms,
and also as deeply graven inward principles.

(7) ¥¥Nothing is more dangerous to the child of God than self-
conceit: it blocks the way to true progress and reformation of heart,
and hinders true usefulness to others, and especially usefulness in
God's service; for his Word declares, "God resisteth the proud, but
showeth his favor unto the humble.”

Instead of self confidence, Wisdom dictates a distrustfulness of
self, remembering its weaknesses and imperfections, and corre-
spondingly the greater reverence for God and reliance upon him,
which more than anything else will strengthen and enable us to de-
part from the evil of our fallen estate.

(8) "Health [or vigor] to thy muscles and marrow to thy bones,"
as a figurative expression, would seem to signify general vitality,
vigor of mind and body, which certainly are among the blessed re-
sults of that proper reverence for the Lord which leads us to depart
from sin in thought, word and deed.

(9) Whatever we possess should be made to contribute its part
in God's service. Whether our substance consists of a rich endow-
ment of talent, or education, or influence, its first fruits, its results,
should go to the service of our gracious heavenly Father, as our Lord
said: "Seek ye first [chiefly, to serve] the Kingdom of heaven."

(10) Whatever our substance, if faithful in its use and in conse-
crating its best to the cause of God, a blessing will result to us. Dur-
ing the Jewish age God's covenant with that people was to the effect
that faithfulness to him and his laws would bring them temporal
prosperity; and the same rule will be in force during the Millennial
age; as it is written, "In his days [the Millennial age] shall the right-
eous flourish,” but "evil doers shall be cut off." (Psa. 72:7; 37:9.)
This rule does not apply during this Gospel age, however: the meek
do not now inherit the earth, nor the righteous in general. Now the
proud are prosperous, "Yea, they that work wickedness are set up;
yea, they that tempt God are even delivered.” (Mal. 3:15.) Not only
our Lord Jesus and the apostles, who honored God with the first-
fruits of their being, but also many of the household of faith since,
have not had overflowing barns and wine presses. Chiefly they have
been "the poor of this world, rich in faith;" yet, nevertheless, they
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have had the finest of the wheat, the purest of the oil and the best of
the wine, as represented in their spiritual nourishment and enrich-
ment.

(11,12) The trials and difficulties of this present life are not to
be esteemed as marks of divine disfavor, if we have become chil-
dren of God, children of Wisdom, under the provided conditions of
the ¥¥New Covenant. We are to remember the promise of our Fa-
ther, that "All things work together for good to them that love God,
to the called ones according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:28.) Reproofs,
trials, disciplines should be reminders to us that we are not perfect,
that we still have need of the mercy of God in Christ, even with our
best efforts; and should lead us to greater diligence in "perfecting
holiness in the fear [reverence] of the Lord." --2 Cor. 7:1.

(13-17) Wisdom and understanding are not exactly synony-
mous terms. Wisdom describes more particularly the perception of
right and wrong principles and their results and the propriety of
following these. Knowledge or understanding relates more particu-
larly to the information and building up of judgment and character,
as the result of obedience to the voice of Wisdom.

It is a great blessing and privilege indeed to find Wisdom, for
few there be that find her in this present time. Wisdom is the light

{2} see VVolume 6 Forward for clarification on the New Covenant.

which cometh from above. She is the truth. Her grand exemplifica-
tion among men was "the man Christ Jesus,” our Lord, "the true
Light." Light from above, Wisdom, is still in the world, as repre-
sented in the divine Word; but to the majority it is unseen, unknown;
as it is written, "The God of this world hath blinded the minds of
them that believe not." Thank God for the assurance that in due time
all the blind eyes shall be opened, and that then the true light, the
true wisdom from above, shall lighten every man! Then all will see
the truth, and all will hear the voice of Wisdom, the voice of God,
the voice of Christ, the voice of the Church, and be privileged to
drink at the fountain of Wisdom and knowledge, and, if they will be
obedient, to obtain the full measure of divine favor and blessing as
represented in the offer of everlasting life.--See Rev. 22:17.

But, alas! although but few find Wisdom now, still fewer heed
her voice and purchase the true knowledge and its precious blessings
as she directs. Nothing else that can be bought is so valuable. Under
Wisdom's direction now not only the silver of truth may be obtained,
but the divine nature, as symbolized by gold, and graces of charac-
ter, as symbolized in precious stones. All these may now be secured
by obedience to her voice --and more; for "eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, nor hath entered into the heart of man the things that God has
in reservation for them that love him,"--including everlasting life,
heavenly riches, honor, joy and peace.
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HUMILITY AN ELEMENT OF TRUE COURAGE

"Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord and depart from evil."--Prov. 3:7.

NOTHING is more dangerous to the child of God than self-
conceit; it hinders reformation of heart, as well as true usefulness to
others, and especially usefulness in God's service; for the Word de-
clares, "God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble."
(James 4:6.) The Scriptures everywhere make prominent the fact that
those who would be in harmony with God must be humble. The Lord
bestows blessings upon the humble, the meek, the teachable. Jesus
said, "Blessed are the meek." (Matt. 5:5.) The Apostle exhorts, "Hum-
ble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you in due time."-- | Pet. 5:6.

The Word of God points to the fact that Jesus was meek and low-
ly. (Matt. 11:29,30.) This humility of mind and heart was, in many
respects, the secret of His success. If He had not been humble, He
would not have attained to the glorious station to which He was exalt-
ed.

There is a marked contrast between Jesus and Satan. The one
thought to exalt himself, and the Other to humble Himself. (lsa.
14:13,14; Phil. 2:8.) Satan said, "l will elevate myself above the other
angels; I will be like the Most High, and exert such a power as He
does. | could show the angels very great wisdom if I were in control of
affairs.” Inspired by this wrong spirit, Satan became ambitious to
make an exhibition of what he could do.

The Scriptures give us to understand that Satan's inordinate de-
sire to gain distinction was the secret of his fall. Ambition is good, but
only when it is based upon humility. Any spirit that does not respect
God's Wisdom is indeed foolish.

Satan's spirit was one of ambition and pride. Already highly fa-
vored of God as one of the highest rank of angels, he was not content
with his great honors and blessings, but was desirous of attaining still
greater influence and power than God had been pleased to grant him.
This unlawful aspiration to obtain control led him not only to rebel
against the Divine Government, but also to become the "murderer"
(John 8:44) of our first parents, that he might gain control over them--
the object of his ambition.

How short-sighted was the Adversary, that he should think to
out-general Jehovah, and to exalt himself and erect a rival Kingdom!
Soon Satan's folly will be manifested. When the Lord's due time shall
come, the One who humbled Himself in obedience to the Father's will
shall be exalted to kingly power and authority, to the position at the
Father's right hand in the Kingdom of the Universe; but the one who
attempted the usurpation shall be bound and utterly destroyed.

HUMILITY PRECEDES EXALTATION

Our Lord Jesus took a different course from that of Satan. Instead
of trying to exercise power He had supreme reverence for Jehovah. He
said, "I delight to do Thy will, O My God." (Psa. 40:8.) Following this
course of humility in the presence of the great Eternal One, Jesus was
led of the Father as He would not have been if He had had a self-
sufficient spirit. Under the Father's guidance He was humiliated. He
"learned obedience by the things which He suffered” (Heb. 5:8.); and

after His death and resurrection He received the reward of the Divine
nature. He became Heir of all the gracious promises of God's Word,
"Heir of all things."-- Hebrews 1:2.

These two great examples afford us an impressive lesson. They
show us that if we copy the ambitious and self-wise attitude of Satan,
it will estrange us from God. We should realize the Wisdom of God
and submit ourselves fully to His will. If we walk obediently in the
footsteps of the Master, we shall attain glory and honor with our Lord.

The Wisdom of God is foolishness with men. The people of this
world are leaning to their own understanding. People sometimes boast
along this very line, saying, "l have some ideas of my own." We all
find that what we know is but very little and generally very incorrect.
Experience is an excellent teacher.

The lessons that we have learned in the School of Christ are to a
great extent those of humility, a great deal of which is required of
pupils in that School. The path of life is so narrow that those who love
the broad garish way would not think of walking in the narrow one.
The Lord is allowing those who are self-conceited to turn aside. Even
though they started out to walk in His way, they are permitted to go
after their own foolish misunderstandings. If they continue in this
course it will lead to their destruction.

WISDOM OF THIS WORLD FOOLISHNESS WITH GOD

As for the world, whether they live in Christian or in heathen
lands, all shall come to a knowledge of the Truth. (I Tim. 2:3,4.) This
knowledge will not be theoretical, for mankind will be brought to it
through practical experience. In fact the whole world is getting a great
lesson now. When the New Dispensation is ushered in and the Truth is
made plain, mankind will perceive how very foolish they have been.
They will see the unwisdom of the greater part of their course. "For
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish."--1sa. 29:14.

It will be a hard experience for mankind to realize what clumsy
efforts they have made along different lines. If scientists and philoso-
phers, when asked as to God, had said, "We do not know," they could
have been respected for their honesty. But they have boasted about
geology, evolution, etc., and have pretended to know all the secrets of
the Universe. What shame will be theirs when confronted with the
facts! It will be a severe chastisement for them to perceive how foolish
they have been and to know that others are aware of their folly.

The truly noble soul feels humbled upon the borders of the vast
unknown, thankfully accepts the Divine Revelation as to his nature,
origin, destiny, etc., and patiently awaits the Lord's good time for a
fuller understanding of all the mysteries of His wondrous grace.

We may well fancy that some of the great theologians who have
taught with such positiveness what they do not know and what is con-
trary to the Bible, will feel very strange when they learn the Truth.
Already this is true to some extent. They are ashamed of the teachings
of Calvin and of many of the theories of the past. Yet they still hold on
to the creeds of nominal Christianity, but cover these up; accordingly,
with such an attitude of heart, they make very little progress.
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