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As many, therefore, as are perfect,
should be of this mind; and if in any thing
you think differently, God will also reveal
this to you; but to what we have attained, let
us walk by the same line. Philippians 3:15-
17 (Diaglott)

R5080 “THE MARK OF CRYSTALLIZA-
TION OF CHARACTER "Brethren, | count
not myself to have apprehended; but this
one thing | do, forgetting those things that
are behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, | press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.”--Phil. 3:13,14...

We may view "the mark for the prize
of the high calling" from two standpoints,
both of which are correct. From one stand-
point, this mark is that of heart-likeness to
God's dear Son, of perfection of intention,
of love for righteousness, for God, for the
brethren of Christ, and for the world, even
our enemies. This degree of character-
development should be attained as early as
possible in our Christian experience, and
should be such that, were we to die at any
time after its attainment, God would count
us worthy of a share in the First Resurrec-
tion.

From the other standpoint, this "mark
for the prize of the high calling" is that of
crystallization of character in the likeness of
our Lord. After having attained a heart-
likeness to Christ, we must hold it fast, and
see that in all the testings which the Lord
permits to come upon us, we are counted by
Him as overcomers, not in our own strength,
but in that of our Redeemer. This mark of
crystallized character is not attained so early
in our Christian experience as is the mark of
character-development. But by fighting the
good fight until the end of our course, we
crystallize our characters in love for the
principles of righteousness, for God, for the
brethren and even for our enemies. If thus
faithful, we shall win the prize of glory,
honor and immortality.”

F371-373 “The fourth and last quarter-
mark— "the mark of the prize." What Love
is this? How can it be greater than self-
sacrificing love for the brethren, in full de-
votion to God and to the principles of right-
eousness and Love? We answer that still
greater Love is the kind which the Lord has
stipulated, when he says that we must learn
to love even our enemies also...

Jesus loved his enemies so that he was
heartily willing to do good to them—he
bears no enmity or grudge toward them in
return for their hatred, but is ready to pour
out upon them in due time his Millennial
blessings, that they may all come to the
knowledge of the truth... We must have the
love for enemies which our Lord describes,

THERE is no doubt that in the divine schooling there is a mark
or standard of fitness for graduation to the Church in glory. When
first we surrendered our wills to the Lord it was necessary that the
consecration should be a whole or perfect sacrifice of our wills to
the Lord's will; but our wills were not at the mark or standard of
perfect love. And if our experiences could be imagined as cut short
in death immediately after our consecration we could not think of
ourselves as "fit for the Kingdom," because the rewards are not
promised to consecrators, but to "him that overcometh.” Thus in the
case of the Master himself, our forerunner, it was necessary that he

It is indispensable to those who have
reached the mark of perfect love that they
shall keep actively engaged in the service of
the Lord, laying down their lives for the
brethren....Such must stand, not only as
representatives of God and of the principles
of righteousness, but as representatives of

saying, "Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use
you and persecute you." (Matt. 5:44) We
must let no bitterness, animosity or rancor
of any kind dwell in our hearts. They must
be so full of Love that not even an enemy
could stir up in our hearts an evil or mali-
cious sentiment.

Oh, what long-suffering and brotherly
kindness is implied in such an attainment of
character as would find nothing, even in an
enemy, to stir it to malice, hatred or
strifel And this is the "mark" for which we
are to run, as New Creatures. We have pro-
fessed appreciation of this spirit of Love; we
have professed devotion to it; we have con-
secrated our lives in accord with its princi-
ples; and now we are being tested to see to
what extent our professions were truth-
ful. The Lord very graciously gives us time
to run this race, to develop this charac-
ter. "He knoweth our frame, he remem-
bereth that we are dust." Nevertheless, it is
essential to us that we conform to these
arrangements if we would be joint-heirs
with God's dear Son, as members of the
New Creation.

Our Lord Jesus, the Captain of our sal-
vation, did not need to run this race; did not
need to develop these various features of
Love; for being perfect he had these in per-
fection at the beginning of his career. His
testing was whether or not he would stand
firmly by these principles, characteristics,
would continue to love God and righteous-
ness supremely, and continue to love the
brethren so as to lay down his life for them,
and continue to love his enemies so as to
delight to do them good; whether he would
stand firm at the standard of perfect
Love. We know how he demonstrated his
loyalty to Love in all its degrees, in that he
laid down his life, not only for his friends,
but also for his enemies, who crucified
him. This experience also must be ours. We
must attain to the standard of perfect Love
in our hearts even though in our flesh we
may not always be able fully to express the
sentiments of our hearts.

Some may run the race very quickly—
passing one after another these quarter-mile
marks, they may speedily reach the position
of perfect Love. Others imbued with less
zeal, or looking less intently to the Author
of our faith, make slower progress in the
race, and for years content themselves with
duty-love, or perhaps go a little further to

R4153 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)
HOLDING FAST AT THE MARK

should suffer and thus be proven worthy of entering into his glory.
In a word, as the child cannot be graduated the day he enters school,
no more can we who enter the school of Christ.

The rapidity of progress in learning the lessons depends greatly
on our temperament and our zeal. Some evidently make as much
progress in one year as others do in twenty, and very many never
graduate at all--never reach the mark or standard which God de-
mands, perfect love. The Word of God, our textbook, informs us that
"Love is the fulfilling of the Law" (Rom. 13:10); that "The end or
purpose of the divine commandment is love out of a pure heart and a

those strong in the Lord, and in the power of
His might, and in the faith of His Word,--
ready and willing and efficient in the en-
couragement of other runners in the race-
course, that they likewise may attain to the
"mark". Z2.'01-10 R2755:5

love of the divine character and the princi-
ples of righteousness. Remarkably few have
gone beyond this to attain further the love of
the brethren, which would make them re-
joice in self-denials, if thereby they might
serve the household of faith; and still fewer
have gone to the point of perfect Love—
love for their enemies, which would not
only refrain from injuring them, by word or
deed, but additionally would delight in their
blessing. If the Lord has been very patient
with us, giving us abundant opportunity to
reach the "mark," we should rejoice in his
compassion, and should be the more ener-
getic now to attain to the "mark of the
prize," remembering that the time is short,
and that nothing less than this character of
perfect Love will be accepted of the Father
in the New Creation.

R4470 “We are to bear in mind that there is
no development in heaven, and hence per-
fection of character must be attained by the
saints before they die...

Is it asked to what extent will this
standard of perfect love in the heart mani-
fest itself in the flesh?...Our answer is, that
the degrees of control will vary much, ac-
cording to the degrees of imperfection with
which the mortal body is afflicted.

The only standard which we can set
forth is that the new nature, new mind, new
will, would be very regretful, very sorrow-
ful, in respect to any laches, or errors, of its
mortal body. The Lord would know (and
perhaps the brethren also to some extent) of
the New Creature's endeavor to control the
mortal body by the degree of its grief in
connection with every error, and its contin-
ually renewed effort to bring every power of
the body, and even every thought, into com-
plete subjection to the will of God in Christ.
Any sympathy with sin is an evidence that
the New Creature is not at the Mark. And
no sympathy with sin, but constant endeavor
for righteousness, is evidence that it is at the
Mark...

The severest temptations come after we
have reached the Mark--temptations to
slackness in service of God; temptations to
withhold parts of our sacrifice; temptations
to deal unkindly, uncharitably, unlovingly
with the brethren, or unjustly with our
neighbor, or ungenerously with our ene-
mies. All of these must be resisted as we
prize our eternal life, as we prize the prom-
ise of joint-heirship and fellowship with our
Redeemer in His Kingdom.”



good conscience.” (1 Tim. 1:5.) "As many, therefore, as be perfect [-
willed, at the mark of perfect love] should be of this mind."--Phil.
3:15-17.

Those who have "thus learned Christ," he has taught the mean-
ing of (1) perfected love toward God, which would prompt them to
do and to dare anything in his service; (2) of perfected love for the
"brethren,” which would prompt the laying down of life itself in
their service; (3) of perfected love for the world, yea, even for ene-
mies, which would lead to do good to them that hate us and despite-
fully use us, and say all manner of evil against us falsely.

Alas! we cannot suppose that many of the consecrated have
reached this standard or mark; hence we must expect that few have
graduated as "fit for the Kingdom"; hence also the intimation of
Scripture that the left-overs--non-graduates--will be "a Great Com-
pany" as compared with the Little Flock of overcomers who do at-
tain to the mark, the fixed standard. Here, however, it is well to re-
member that this "mark" or standard of love is not of the flesh but of
the mind or heart. As the Apostle says, "We cannot do the things
that we would." Our blemishes of the flesh sometimes momentarily
stumble us into an unloving word or act, which if repented of will
not be reckoned against us nor put us away from the mark and the
loving acceptableness of our Lord, which the mark represents.

"LET NO MAN TAKE THY CROWN"

"Hold fast that which thou hast; let no man take thy crown,"
seems logically to refer specially to those who have reached the
mark or standard of perfect love, and not merely to those who have
taken the first step of consecration, entrance into the school of
Christ. The words, "Hold fast that which thou hast," implies a previ-
ous effort and attainment, and that the attainment has had something
to do with the right to the crown; and that the position attained must
be held if the crown would be ultimately possessed. The intimation
isI also clear that the holding fast will be at the cost of a severe strug-
gle.

This may be a new and a somewhat startling thought to some
who have erroneously supposed either that consecration alone was
necessary, or that to attain the mark or standard of perfect love
would end the struggle. Apparently, the severest struggles, tests,
temptations, assail those who are at that mark, and this is in accord
with our Master's promise that we shall "not be tempted above that
we are able to bear." The stalwarts at the mark should be able to bear
most and they will be most severely tried. Mark the exhortations to
these, "Watch ye, stand fast, quit you like men." No longer "babes in
Christ," "no longer children," their special test is as men, strong in
the Lord and panoplied in the whole armor of God. Hearken again to
the Word: "Having done all, stand!" These words do not fit one
entering the school or entering the race; they are most appropriate to
those who have reached the standard of perfect love. Those who
have "done all," who have attained the mark of character and "put on
the whole armor," are the ones who are cautioned, warned, to "hold
fast" and "stand fast" and "fight a good fight."

"WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO STAND?"

These fundamental truths have been true and applicable to the
Lord's people throughout this Gospel Age, and hence the narrowness
of the way and the few there be who have found and walked therein-
-in all a little flock. But now, more particularly than ever before, this
warning applies and probably to a larger number of the Lord's peo-
ple than at any time in the past; because we are in the "harvest" time,
when the ripening and gathering seems chiefly to apply. It is doubt-
less for this reason that so many Scriptures seem to specify our time
in connection with these warnings. For instance, we read, "Take
unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand in the
evil day, and having done all to stand!"--Eph. 6:13.

The logic of this situation implies that during the few years
immediately before us will come the severest of trials and the most
subtle tests of our love: (1) For God as represented by our love for
his Truth and the honor of his name; (2) our love for the Lord's
brethren; (3) our love for our enemies. And whenever the "brethren”
(of whom so much might be expected) become our enemies the test
of our love will be the severer. In view of these things, "What man-
ner of persons ought we to be, in all holy living and God-likeness?"
In view of the solemnity of the situation, how "circumspect” we all
should be! How we should scrutinize our every act and word and
thought! And our thoughts require our special care, because by the
thoughts and intents of the heart we are being judged. And words
and acts proceed therefrom. How often ambition hides its envious
desires under the cloak of duty! How many of the fires of the "Holy
Inquisition” were lighted by the torch of "duty!" Let us each be on
guard. Ourselves or others we might deceive, but not God, who says,
"Be not deceived, God is not mocked; he that doeth righteousness is
righteous”--not merely he who professes. He whose acts and words
are loving, gentle, kind, considerate under trying conditions gives
evidence of being begotten of the God of love and of having devel-
oped much Christ-likeness! Consider our Lord's love for his enemies
and his forbearance for them when railed at, "Come down from the
cross!" Consider how, when reviled and slandered, he reviled and
slandered not in return! Consider how gentle was his reproof of the
perfidious Judas and how he merely hinted a reproof to Peter, who
denied him with cursings! In his case surely Love was ready to cov-
er a multitude of faults. Let us not be easily offended nor of implac-
able spirit. Let us with generous and forgiving spirit say with the
Apostle, "None of these things move me"--from my stand at perfect
love; it shall grow more rooted and grounded in proportion as it is
tested. Let us also be on guard against the spirit which is envious of
the honors, privileges and blessings granted to another. Contrariwise
let us have so much of the spirit of love that we will rejoice with all
who rejoice in the Lord and will mourn with all in distress. To feel
even a coolness of sentiment in connection with the prosperity of a
brother or a lack of interest in his welfare is a sign of serious danger-
- that we have slipped from the mark. This should alarm us and lead
to fresh energy.

R2753 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)
PRESSING TOWARD THE MARK
"Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forward to
those things which are before, | press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." --Phil. 3:13,14.--

FEW IN the nominal church see any particular mark or any
particular prize with definiteness; --to be sought and to be attained.
The majority are merely fleeing from an imagined eternal torment,
which pursues them as a fear, a dread, a nightmare, a horror, from
the cradle to the tomb. Others of the Lord's people (chiefly of "this
way") have had the eyes of their understanding illuminated by the
holy spirit through the divine Word, and have gotten a glimpse of
the great prize which God has set before the elect Church of this
Gospel age. No wonder if these are enthused with the glorious spec-
tacle which (the natural) eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
hath entered into the heart of man to conceive of, but which "God
hath revealed unto us by his spirit!" No wonder, either, if they have
given more attention to the prize than to the mark which must be
attained ere the prize is won.

Full of enthusiasm and appreciation of divine love, these have
entirely lost the fear of eternal torment, and have learned that this
doctrine is of Satan, and not of God; from man, and not of the holy
spirit; from the dark ages, and not the teachings of the inspired
words of Scripture. They have learned, too, that what scriptures
seem to give any color of sanction to this blasphemy against God's
character and plan are certain parables, symbols and dark sayings
which misinterpretations have more or less glossed and colored in
the common translations of the Scriptures.

It is quite common for this latter class to think and to speak of

"running for the prize," and to measurably lose sight of the fact that
it is not the prize that we run toward, but the mark: that the prize is
entirely beyond our grasp;--as the Apostle expresses it above, "I
press toward the mark." Whoever reaches the mark of character
which God has established for the elect will receive the prize; and
whoever fails to reach that mark of character will fail to get the
prize. It is therefore a very serious error to run for the prize and for-
get or ignore or disregard the "mark," which must first be attained.
The thought that a certain standard or mark of character is nec-
essary to all who will pass divine approval as "overcomers," and
hear the Lord's "Well done!" is an astounding one to many. Many
have thought of the Christian race as merely an avoidance of open
sin; others have included an avoidance of secret faults; others have
gone still further, and have included a general disposition to sacri-
fice many interests of the present life; others have gone still further,
and have understood the test of discipleship to be full self-surrender
to the Lord, a full sacrifice of earthly life and all of its interests to
the will of our Head, the Lord;--but almost none have the thought
that all our sacrificings and experiences and self-denials must lead
up toward and eventually bring us to the "mark" of character which
God has set for the "elect;"--else they will not get the prize of joint-
heirship with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom. Nothing, probably,
has contributed so much to this oversight of a "mark" or fixed stand-
ard of character than the false interpretation given to our Lord's con-



versation with the dying thief on Calvary.”

It is indisputably reasonable, that God has some standard or test
by which he will determine who are worthy to receive the great
blessings and honors offered to the elect--who are worthy to be
members of the body of Christ and to share his Millennial Kingdom
--what shall constitute faithfulness in those who "seek for glory,
honor and immortality,” and who are "the called and chosen and
faithful.” The Apostle, in our text, unquestionably declares that there
is such a mark, and that all who are running with any hope of attain-
ing the desired prize must be running toward that mark, and must
attain it or lose the prize. And we see, too, that the Apostle judges
himself according to this standard, and declares that at the time he
wrote he had not yet reached this mark or standard of character-
development. Such reflections cannot but awaken in the hearts of all
who are in this race earnest desires to see distinctly the mark toward
which we must run: and it should stimulate each and all of us to run
the more patiently and the more perseveringly, and to watch day by
day the measure of our progress toward the grand mark which the
Lord our God has set before us.

We notice that the Apostle has in mind foot-races, and we see
the forcefulness of the illustration: (1) As the racers must enter the
race-course in a legitimate manner, so must we get on our race-
course in a legitimate manner, through the only door--faith in the
precious blood which redeemed us and justified us before God. (2)
Those who enter the course must be regularly recorded or registered
as runners; they must positively declare their intention, else they will
not be in the race. So with us: having been "justified by faith," and
having been informed of our privileges in connection with this race,
and the attainment of its prize, it was incumbent upon us to declare
our intention--to make a covenant with the Lord, and to thus be reg-
ularly entered--our names being written, not upon earthly church
rolls, but in the Lamb's book of life--"written in heaven."--Heb.
12:23.

With foot-racers there is a prize offered also, but it is not the
prize that is hung out to their view while on the race-course; it is not
the prize toward which they run, but the mark. There is the quarter-
mile mark, the half-mile mark, the three-quarter-mile mark, and the
mile mark at the close of the race; and each racer watches for and
encourages himself as he passes one or another of these marks by
the way, until finally he reaches the last one, the mark for the prize.
And this watching of the marks by the way, and reckoning up to the
standard, is a great incentive to him--an encouragement as he speeds
along, a reminder if he is going slackly. So, too, it is with the Chris-
tian runner in the narrow way toward the mark of the great prize
which God has promised--joint-heirship with his Son, the Lord of
glory. It will encourage us to note the marks on our way, and to
perceive our progress--if we are coming nearer and nearer and near-
er to "the mark for the prize"--the mark which wins the prize. And if
any be careless, indifferent, slack, in his running, nothing could be a
greater stimulus to him than the knowledge that only his own care-
lessness or slackness can lose him the prize.

WHAT IS THIS GREAT "MARK" OF CHARACTER
SET BEFORE US BY OUR GOD?

We answer, it is stated under various names; as for instance,
our Lord Jesus mentioned it when he said, "Be ye perfect, even as
your Father in heaven is perfect." (Matt. 5:48.) The same mark is
mentioned by the Apostle when he says that God predestinated that
all who will be of the elect must be "conformed to the image of his
Son." (Rom. 8:29.) These two statements differ in form, but are the
same in substance. The same mark is mentioned again by the Apos-
tle when he says, "The righteousness of the Law is fulfilled in us
who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit." And again he tells
us that "Love is the fulfilling of the Law." (Rom. 8:4; 13:10.) Here,
then, we have an aggregated definition of what constitutes the
"mark" of Christian character, in the elect: it is godlikeness, Christ-
likeness, Love. The requirement, therefore, would seem to be that
the Lord's people, holy and elect, must attain to the same character
or disposition of love that God possesses and that was manifested
also by our Lord Jesus.

But some one will say, How can we, "who by nature are chil-
dren of wrath, even as others," ever hope to attain to so high a stand-
ard or mark of character as this, that we should love as God loves, as
Christ loves? We answer, that we need never hope to attain to this
high standard as respects the flesh, for so long as we are in these
mortal bodies, and obliged to use their brains, we will necessarily be
more or less opposed by the selfishness which through the fall has
come to have such complete possession of our race through the men-

* See our issue of June 1, 1896, "The Thief in Paradise."

tal, moral and physical derangements incidental to six thousand
years of depravity.

The attainment of this mark of perfect love is to be an attain-
ment of the heart, of the will--the new will, "begotten, not of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," through the holy
spirit. Nor do we find, nor should we expect that the new mind
would come up to this standard at the beginning of our Christian
experience. The new mind, altho inspired of God through the ex-
ceeding great and precious promises of his Word, is nevertheless our
own will, and more or less circumscribed by its channel and instru-
ment, the human brain. Hence the Apostle informs us that the new
mind must constantly fight a battle against the flesh, and that its
victory means the death of the flesh--that it cannot be actually per-
fect until the "change" shall come, by which this newly begotten will
shall receive its spiritual body in the first resurrection. But since the
receiving of a spiritual body in the first resurrection will be the re-
ceiving of the prize, we see that the race toward the mark and the
attainment of that mark must be made by the new mind while it is
still in this mortal body or "earthen vessel."--2 Cor. 5:2-4.

In a word, the new mind must grow, must develop. As the
Apostle exhorts, we, as new creatures, must grow in grace and in the
knowledge and love of God--the growth here corresponding to the
running in the figure under consideration. We must run or press
nearer and nearer to the mark day by day, week by week, year by
year, until it shall be attained,--if we would gain the prize. Nor is It
merely a question of time, for we all know some who have been a
long time In the race and have made comparatively little progress in
the cultivation of the gifts of the spirit, the sum of which is compre-
hended in the one word, perfect love--the mark.

And we probably all know some others who have been a com-
paratively short time in the narrow way who have made great pro-
gress,--going from grace to grace, from knowledge to knowledge,
from glory to glory-- rapidly nearing the mark. And we know some
who, so far as human judgment can discern, have reached the mark;
but of these more anon.

That we may clearly comprehend this subject, let us notice how
small were the beginnings of this grace of love in our hearts; and let
us hope that many, as they trace the matter here, and compare it with
their own experiences, will be able to find large developments in
their own characters--that they have passed one after another of the
quarter-mile marks in the way, and that they are rapidly nearing, if
they have not already reached, "the mark of the prize."

(1) The beginning of our experience as Christians the Apostle
expresses, saying, it was not that we first loved God, but that "he
first loved us"--that attracted us to him. (1 John 4:19.) A sense of
justice told us that since God had so loved us as to redeem us at so
great a cost, and to provide for us so great salvation, it would be as
little as we could do--it would be our duty to love and serve him in
return. This beginning of love we will designate as duty-love. It
lacked in many respects qualities which now permeate our love for
God, which is of a higher, a more advanced character, because we
have grown in grace, and in knowledge, and in love. The Apostle
seems to speak again of this same duty-love, when he says, "The
love of Christ constraineth us [draws out our love in return]; for we
thus judge that if one died for all, then were all dead [under divine
sentence, the curse]; and that we who live [who have been justified
to life through faith in Jesus' redemption] should henceforth live not
unto ourselves but unto him who died for us." (2 Cor. 5:14,15.) Here
again it is the "should"-love or duty-love,--the first, the crudest, the
simplest development of our love toward God, our starting-point in
the race toward perfect love.

(2) After we had exercised the duty-love and sought to obey
God, not only in the avoidance of sin, but also in sacrificing our
earthly interests and rights for his sake and the truth's sake, in obedi-
ence to his will--in obedience to duty-love--we began to find in our
hearts an appreciation of the principles of righteousness; we began
to love righteousness--justice, mercy, love: not at first with a ferven-
cy of love, but rather with respect for the glorious qualities of the
divine character, plan and law. This was our first quarter-mile mark,
so to speak--love of principles of righteousness.

(3) The more we learned to love these elements of divine char-
acter, the principles of righteousness which find their perfect repre-
sentation in the divine being, and through which the divine being is
revealed to the eyes of our understanding--in that proportion the true
love to God (based upon principles rather than upon duty), comes
into our hearts. So to speak, here in the race-course we had gained
the second quarter-mile mark--love of God's character; even tho we
had not yet discerned the length and breadth and heights and depths
of that character, we had begun to love the Lord in the true way--
from appreciation not only of what he had done for us, but also and



specially for what he is;--from appreciation of his character.

(4) Love of God from this latter standpoint as the representative
of every grace and every virtue, as the representative of righteous-
ness, and the opponent of every injustice and inequity, led us to seek
and to follow out these principles amongst our fellow-men, as well
as in our own characters. As we began to love truth, purity, nobility
of character, wherever it could be found, we found some of it in a
mottled and streaked condition even in the world of mankind: we
found that the original law of God, written in the heart of father
Adam, altho largely erased and obliterated from the hearts and con-
sciences of his children, is not wholly gone;--that to some extent,
especially under the influence of Christianity in the past eighteen
centuries, some features of this perfect law may be dimly discerned
amongst men.

But our scrutiny, backed by our increasing love of these princi-
ples of righteousness, found nothing satisfactory amongst natural
men--nor even amongst those professing godliness--professing to be
followers in the footsteps of Jesus. We found these all, like our-
selves, far short of perfection, far short of the glory of God. But as
the true love, of right principles, burned in our hearts more and more
fervently, we learned to sympathize with the entire "groaning crea-
tion," and to "love the brethren;" for in the latter we perceived a
class inspired by the same spirit by which we ourselves had been
begotten of God, the spirit of the truth; we saw some of them strug-
gling as we had struggled, with appreciation only of the duty-love;
we saw others who had gained a higher conception than this, who
had learned to appreciate the principles of righteousness and to love
them, and to hate iniquity, and further, to love the God who is the
embodiment of these. And the realization that these "brethren," like
ourselves, were gradually approximating the divine standard--
"pressing toward the mark"--filled us with interest in them and in
their battle against sin and its weaknesses, and against the Adversary
and his beguilements. We became more and more interested in their
welfare and overcoming in proportion as we were striving and mak-
ing progress in the same "narrow way." This love of the brethren we
did not have at the beginning; it marks a distinct progress in our race
toward the "mark;" we might term it the third quarter-mile mark. But
altho a grand attainment was achieved when this love of the brethren
reached the point of willingness to "lay down our lives for the breth-
ren" (1 John 3:16), yet it was not the full attainment of the "mark"
for which we are running.

(5) The "mark of the prize" is a still higher attainment in love;--
the one which we understand the Scriptures to point out as the very
highest attainment is that of loving our enemies--not merely tolerat-
ing them, abstaining from injuring them, etc., while thinking evil of
them; but far beyond this, it signifies the full purging out of all an-
ger, malice, hatred, envy, strife, not only from our actions but also
from our words, and even from our thoughts, our sentiments. It
means such a complete triumph of love in our hearts as not only
loves God supremely and delights to sacrifice in his service from
love of the principles represented in his character, and love for the
brethren, which makes us careful of their feelings and interests, and
ready to lay down our lives on their behalf, to deliver them from
evil, or to avoid putting a stumbling block in their way, but it means
additionally that the love of God has been so thoroughly shed abroad
in our hearts that we can love and do love every intelligent creature,
and delight to do good unto all men, and to serve all men as we have
opportunity, especially the household of faith.--Gal. 6:10.

This does not mean that the love which we have for the world
must be of the same kind that we have for the Lord, who is the per-
sonification of righteousness, and for the "brethren," who are striv-
ing to have Love, the righteousness of the Law, fulfilled in them
through Christ. It means rather a sympathetic love; a benevolence
such as God himself exercised toward the whole world of mankind.
It does not mean that we are to love the world in the sense con-
demned by the Apostle when he said, "Love not the world, neither
the things of the world." (1 John 2:15.) It does mean the attainment
of the condition indicated in the expression, "God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever should believe
on him might not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16.) It is
a love for the world, which will not only be glad to see them lifted
up out of degradation and sin to holiness and purity and righteous-
ness, but which will be glad to cooperate to these ends as opportuni-
ties may offer--not, however, anticipating God's love and the devel-
opment of his plan of the ages; but co-working with God in that
great plan which he has promised shall eventually bring, during the
Millennial age, blessing to every creature through the elect class
now running in this race for attainment of the "mark," to win the
great prize of joint-heirship with his Son. This perfect love, which,

including the other developments, extends even to enemies and
those who injure us and speak evil of us falsely for Christ's and
righteousness' sake, is the fourth mark in the race--"the mark for the
prize."

While it is well for us to notice these various steps in the pro-
gress of our race toward the "mark," we are to remember that the
illustration does not fit perfectly, but that rather while there is this
order of progression it is less distinctly marked in our experiences,
in which duty-love but gradually leads into the higher forms, re-
maining, but subordinately, to the end. It is a part of the blessed
arrangement of God that those who are running in this race are not
reckoned with according to the flesh, but as "new creatures," accord-
ing to the spirit, the mind, the will, the intention. We may never
hope to attain to this grand "mark™ of perfect Love in our flesh, so
that every act and every word would give full proof of the real spirit
of love which fills our hearts. Some may have greater weaknesses
and defects in the flesh than others, and hence may be less able than
others to uniformly and thoroughly show the real sentiments of their
hearts. But God looketh at the heart; it is the heart that he sees run-
ning in this race; it is the heart which is to attain to this "mark" set
before us in the Gospel--this mark of perfect love, which includes
eveCT our enemies. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God."

If now we see clearly that perfect love is "the mark of the
prize," we see something to strive for in our daily lives; a condition
which we can by God's grace attain, and which must be obtained if
we would be counted worthy a place in the Kingdom. The Lord is
not selecting the members of the Bride of Christ by an arbitrary
election; neither is he selecting them on the lines of a mere senti-
mentality; he is selecting them on the lines of character, heart-
development; and those who attain this likeness to his Son, this
"mark" of the prize, this standard of what is pleasing and acceptable
to the Father--these, and these alone, may have confident hope of
joint-heirship with our Lord. How important, then, that each runner
in this race follow closely the Apostle's injunction to lay aside every
weight and hindrance, and to run with patience the race set before us
in the Gospel--"looking unto Jesus," the author of our faith, until he
shall have become the finisher of it (Heb. 12:1)--giving us grace to
conquer, and keeping us through his Word and through his provi-
dence unto the end of the race.

Each one on this race-course should examine himself, rather
than examine others, in respect to progress in this narrow way; for
each knows his own heart condition and the weaknesses of his own
flesh better than any other knows these, the Lord alone excepted. Let
us each note just where he is in the race-course, rejoicing that he is
in the race at all; considering it a great privilege to be thus called
and privileged to enter in this race. If we find that we have passed
the first quarter-mark, let us rejoice and press on. If we find that we
have passed the second also, let us rejoice so much the more, but not
slack our running. If we find that we have passed the third quarter
we may properly rejoice so much the more, and press with vigor on;
and if we have attained to the fourth mark, of perfect love, which
includes even enemies, we have indeed cause for great rejoicing.
The prize is ours, if we but remain faithful. But, as the Apostle says,
"Having done all, stand"--with all the armor on; stand in various
testings which will then, as much as ever along the race-course, be
brought to bear against us to divert us away from the mark, before
the great Inspector and giver of rewards shall say, "Well done, good
and faithful servant; enter thou into the joys of thy Lord."--Eph.
6:13-17.

Ut js indispensable to those who have reached the mark of
perfect love that they shall keep actively engaged in the service of
the Lord, laying down their lives for the brethren; because he who
loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen, what assurance hath he
that he really loves God, whom he hath not seen? (1 John 4:20.)
Such must stand, not only as representatives of God and of the prin-
ciples of righteousness, but as representatives of those strong in the
Lord and in the power of his might, and in the faith of his Word,--
ready and willing and efficient in the encouragement of other run-
ners in the race-course, that they likewise may attain to the "mark."
As the Apostle says: "As many, therefore, as are perfect, should be
of this mind; and if in anything you think differently, God will re-
veal this to you; but to what we have attained, let us walk by the
same line. Brethren, become joint-imitators of me, and watch those
who are thus walking, as you have us for a pattern." --Phil. 3:15-17,
Diaglott.
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