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Seeing then that all these things shall
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
ye to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness. 2 Peter 3:11

GOD-LIKENESS certainly cannot in-
clude any harmful gossip, any unclean or
unholy conversation, any disloyal or rebel-

lious words. Let such things be put far away
from all who name the name of Christ in
sincerity and truth. And let us remember
daily to settle our accounts with the Lord, to
make sure that no record of idle words,
unrepented of, and consequently
unforgiven, stands against us....If daily we
render up our accounts to God and seek His
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grace for greater overcoming power with
each succeeding day, we shall be acquitted
in judgment and stand approved before God
through Christ, having the testimony of His
Holy Spirit with our spirits that we are
pleasing and acceptable to Him. Z.'96-33
R1938:5

"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in

all holy conversation and godliness."--2 Pet. 3:11.

IF this was a serious consideration in the Apostle's day, how
much more weighty does it seem to-day, when we stand at the
threshold of the new dispensation, and in the very midst of all the
disintegrating influences of the old. A few more years will wind up
the present order of things, and then the chastened world will stand
face to face with the actual conditions of the established Kingdom of
God. And yet the course of the Church is to be finished within the
brief space of time that intervenes.

Seeing, then, that all these things--present political, social, reli-
gious and financial arrangements --are to be dissolved, and that so
soon, and also how apart from these things are the real interests of
the saints, how comparatively unimportant should the things of this
present order seem to us: they are not worthy our time or words,
which should go to the things which alone will survive. And, having

such hopes as are set before us, and so clear a knowledge of the
grand outcome, as well as of the minutiae of the divine plan, what
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and god-
liness? And yet with what carefulness we need to guard against be-
ing overcharged with the petty cares of this present time, and against
imbibing the spirit of the world, which is all about us, and mixed
with every question of the hour.

Only by constant watchfulness and prayer can we keep our-
selves unspotted from the world. We need to keep a vigilant watch
over our general character to see that it bears the divine likeness:
that meekness, sincerity, moderation, temperance and truth are al-
ways manifest in us. And then we should see that all our conversa-
tion is such as becometh saints.
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BY THY WORDS ACQUITTED; BY THY WORDS CONDEMNED.

"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things;
and an evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things. But | say unto you, that every idle [unprofitable or pernicious] word
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof on a day of judgment. For by thy words thou wilt be acquitted,
and by thy words thou wilt be condemned."--Matt. 12:34-37

REALIZING that we, the Church, are at the present time under
the inspection of our kingly Bridegroom, who is now present (Matt.
22:11) to gather out of his Kingdom [in its present embryo or forma-
tive condition] all things that offend" (Matt. 13:41), and to gather
unto himself his jewels, his bride (Mal. 3:17), we cannot too careful-
ly consider the principles upon which this judgment and this selec-
tion are made.

The above words of our Lord indicate that the heart and the
mouth are under very special scrutiny, the former representing the
individual character, and the latter being an index of the character. It
is in this same view of the matter that those words of wisdom were
penned,--"Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the is-
sues of life. Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips
put far from thee." (Prov. 4:23,24.) The indication is clear that a
right condition of heart is necessary to right words; for "out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh," as experience testifies
to every man. It is therefore just that our words should be a criterion
of judgment in the Lord's estimation, as he tells us they are. True,
honied words are sometimes only the masks of deep hypocrisy; but
the mask is sure to drop off some time, as soon as selfish policy
renders a change of tactics necessary. The fact therefore remains that
the words, the entire course of conversation and conduct, are an
index of the heart.

{rour first concern, then, should be for the heart--that its affec-
tions and dispositions may be fully under the control of divine grace;
that every principle of truth and righteousness may be enthroned
there; that justice, mercy, benevolence, brotherly kindness, love,
faith, meekness, temperance, supreme reverence for God and Christ,
and a fervent love for all the beauties of holiness, may be firmly
fixed as the governing principles of life. If these principles be fixed,
established, in the heart, then out of the good treasure of the heart
the mouth will speak forth words of truth, soberness, wisdom and
grace.

{1} Apr. 19 Manna, Mat. 12:34-35

Concerning our Lord Jesus, whose heart was perfect --in whom
was no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth, it was said, "Grace
is poured into thy lips;" and again, "All bare him witness, and won-
dered at the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth." (Psa.
45:2; Luke 4:22.) Moses, personating Christ, foretold the blessed
influences of the Lord's words, saying, "My doctrine shall drop as
the rain; my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass." (Deut. 32:2.) And
Jesus said, "The words that | speak unto you, they are spirit and they
are life." (John 6:63.) So wise, just and true were the Lord's words,
that, though his enemies were continually seeking to find some fault,
it is said, "They could not take hold of his words before the people;
and they marveled at his answers and held their peace." (Luke
20:26.) And others said, "Never man spake like this man."--John
7:46.

Thus our Lord left a worthy example to his people, which the
Apostle urges all to follow, saying, "Let your speech be always with
grace [with manifest love and kindness], seasoned with salt [a puri-
fying and preservative influence]." (Col. 4:6.) And Peter adds, "If
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God,"--wisely, and in
accordance with the spirit and Word of the Lord. Again, it is written,
"Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile [de-
ceit]." "Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth his soul
from troubles.” "The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious
words: but the lips of a fool [an unwise, reckless talker] will swal-
low up himself. The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolish-
ness, and the end of his talk is mischievous madness." "Be not rash
with thy mouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to utter any thing be-
fore God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let
thy words be few."-- Psa. 34:13; Prov. 21:23; Eccl. 10:12,13; 5:2.

Job, in the midst of all his afflictions, was very careful not to
sin with his lips. (Job 2:10; 31:30; 1:21,22.) He knew that his words
would be taken by the Lord as an index of his heart, and he was
careful to keep both the heart and the words right, saying, "What!
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil [calamities, troubles--for discipline or refining]?... The Lord



gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord." There was no spirit of rebellion in a heart out of whose abun-
dance came such words of loving submission, patience and faith
under severe testings, and that, too, without a clear apprehension of
the divine wisdom in permitting them.

The Psalmist puts into the mouth of God's consecrated and tried
people these words of firm resolution:--"1 said, | will take heed to
my ways, that | sin not with my tongue. | will keep my mouth with a
bridle, while the wicked [who tempts and tries the righteous] is be-
fore me."--Psa. 39:1.

How necessary to the stability of Christian character is such a
resolution, and the self control which develops under a firm adher-
ence to it. #In an unfriendly world we can expect to receive only
the reproaches of our Master; for the servant is not above his Lord.
The world, the flesh and the devil oppose our way: there are
fightings within and fears without, and many are the arrows and
fiery darts aimed at the righteous. But what is the safe attitude of the
soul under afflictions and severe testings? Is it not in silence before
God, waiting and watching first to see his leading, his will, in every
matter before presuming to touch things that often involve so much?
So the Psalmist suggests, saying, "I was dumb with silence: | held
my peace, even from good [even from doing or saying what seemed
good in my own sight]; and my sorrow was stirred. My heart was
hot within me, and in my self-communing there burnt a fire [de-
scription of a fiery trial]. Then spake | with my tongue"--not to the
revilers, nor to others, but to the Lord.

Yes, Bt is always our blessed privilege to carry our sorrows
and vexations to the Lord;

"For he knows
How to steal the bitter from life's woes."

He does it, as the Psalmist suggests (vs. 4-6), by showing us,
through experience, the vanity of all earthly things and their utter
inability to satisfy the soul's cravings, or to comfort the wounded
spirit. Then comes the thought that the present life, with its cares,
vexations and sorrows is passing away, that our days are but as a
handbreadth, and however vexing our experiences, they will soon be
over; and if we permit them to do so they will only work out in us
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and develop in us strong and
noble characters, disciplined to thorough self-control, thoughtful
consideration, patient endurance of affliction and loving loyalty and
faithfulness and trust in God. Then the assurances of the blessed
rewards of righteousness in the life to come begin to have a new and
deeper significance, and we are made to realize that this is not our
continuing city, but we seek one to come. Thus the heart is separated
from earthly things, and made to realize the superior worth of heav-
enly things. Nothing but the Lord himself can satisfy the longings of
the soul, which, tempest-tossed and tried, comes to realize--

"How vain is all beneath the skies,
How transient every earthly bliss,
How slender all the fondest ties,
That bind me to a world like this!"

Thus chastened and comforted, we learn to look beyond the
present to the glory that shall by and by be revealed in the faithful
overcomers, who, by patient continuance in well-doing in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation, seek for the prize revealed to
faith alone. Thus disciplined and blessed under fiery trials by going
to the Lord for comfort and help, the child of God begins to realize
what it means to be dead to the world and alive toward God, with a
keen appreciation of his love and goodness and grace; and being
thus separated from the world, and more firmly united to Christ, the
language of the heart is, as the Psalmist further suggests, "And now,
Lord, what wait | for? my hope is in thee." (Vs. 7.) Thus

"E'en sorrow, touched by heaven, grows bright
With more than rapture's ray,
As darkness shows us worlds of light
We never saw by day."

Such is the blessed result of bridling the tongue under circum-

stances of trial and vexation, and humbly taking all our cares to the
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Lord in prayer, to the end that, when we speak, our speech may be
with grace, seasoned with salt, and that under all circumstances we
may speak as the oracles of God.

Considering our Lord's words above quoted--that we must give
an account for “"every idle [unprofitable or pernicious] word"--in
view of the fact that the present is our (the Church's) judgment day,
we see what great importance attaches to our words. *All our
words are taken by the Lord as an index of our hearts. If our words
are rebellious, or disloyal, or frivolous, or flippant, or unkind, un-
thankful, unholy or impure, the heart is judged accordingly, on the
principle that, "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh." Thus our words, in all the varied circumstances of our
daily life, are bearing testimony continually before God of the con-
dition of our hearts. So our Lord's words imply: and in this view of
the case how timely is the admonition,--"Be not rash with thy
mouth; and let not thy heart be hasty to utter anything before God
[And remember that "all things are naked and opened to the eyes of
him with whom we have to do."--Heb. 4:13]; for God [our Judge] is
in heaven [upon the throne], and thou upon earth [under trial before
the bar of God]: therefore let thy words be few." Let them be
thoughtful and wise, as uttered before God, and not rash, hasty and
illy considered.

Again, in harmony with the Lord's statement of the responsibil-
ity incurred by our words, it is also written, "He that keepeth his
mouth, keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall have
destruction." (Prov. 13:3.) What a fearful responsibility attaches to
the tongue that wags in an evil, or even in a flippant, way, which is
also dishonoring to God! And how necessary is the injunction of the
Apostle Peter, "Be sober and watch unto prayer!"--1 Pet. 4:7; 1:13,;
5:8.

The Psalmist puts this prayer into the lips of all who feel this
responsibility, "Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth: keep a guard
at the door of my lips. Permit not my heart to incline after any evil
thing." "Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer."
"My lips shall utter praise when thou hast taught me thy statutes. My
tongue shall speak of thy word; for all thy commandments are right-
eousness. Let thy hand help me; for | have chosen thy precepts. |
have longed for thy salvation [from all sin, and for the perfection
and beauty of holiness], O Lord; and thy law is my delight."--Psa.
141:3,4; 19:14; 119:171-174.

OIhat, as imperfect beings, we may always be perfect in word
and deed is not possible. Despite our best endeavors we will some-
times err in word as well as in deed, yet the perfect mastery of our
words and ways is the thing to be sought by vigilant and faithful
effort. But, nevertheless, for every idle word we must give an ac-
count in this our day of judgment. I, in the daily scrutiny of our
ways, which is the duty of every Christian, we discover that in any
particular our words have been dishonoring to the Lord, we should
remember that, "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Fa-
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:1); and in the name of our
Advocate we may approach the throne of grace, explain to our
Heavenly Father our realization of the error, our deep regret at our
failure to honor his name and his cause by a holy walk and conver-
sation, and humbly request that the sin be not laid to our charge, but
that it may be blotted out through his gracious provision for our
cleansing through Christ, humbly claiming that in his precious blood
is all our hope and trust.

Thus we should render up our account for every idle word; and
by our words of repentance, supplemented by the merits of Christ
applied by faith, shall we be acquitted. Otherwise the idle words,
dishonoring to the Lord, will stand against us and condemn us, and
we will be obliged to suffer the consequences. The first consequence
will be self-injury, for every evil thought or word indulged hardens
the character and inclines it the more toward unrighteousness. The
second consequence is a bad example to others, and the stirring up
of evil in them. "A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous
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words stir up anger." (Prov. 15:1.) Thus, as the result of unwise or
unkind words, we may stir up about us difficulties which will be-
come the agents of retributive justice to teach us the lesson of self-
control, and consideration for the feelings and opinions of others. It
is often the case that the Lord (or the devil) is blamed for sending
trials which are simply the natural results of our own mistakes. And
those who fail to locate the root of the trouble (in themselves) pray
in vain for the Lord to remove miraculously what they themselves
could obviate by obedience to the Word, and vigorous self-
discipline. "If we would judge [and correct] ourselves, we should
not be judged; but when we are judged we are chastened of the Lord
[largely by the experiences through which our own faults put us],
that we should not be condemned with the world." (1 Cor. 11:31,32.)
But even should it be admitted that the difficulties are not directly
caused by God, or the devil ("Every man is tempted [tried] when he
is drawn away of his own lusts [desires] and enticed"), the natural
tendency is to blame the matter on some one else, and to think that
our loss of patience, our hasty word or act was the fault of another.
How many deceive and encourage themselves with the thought: "If
every body else had as reasonable and generous a nature as | have
our family or church gathering or community would be a veritable
heaven upon earth!" Beloved, let us examine ourselves, let us be
very humble, lest the very words of self-congratulation and self-
satisfaction which we consider in our hearts (if we do not utter them
aloud) bring our condemnation. "If ye love them which love you,
what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And
if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye
[what merit is there in it]?" (Luke 6:33-38.) It is only when we "en-
dure grief, suffering wrongfully,”" that our suffering is acceptable to
God as a sacrifice of sweet incense. "What glory is it if, when ye be
buffeted for your faults, ye take it patiently? but if, when ye do well,
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God; for
even hereunto were ye called.” (1 Pet. 2:19-21.) Beloved, let us see
to it that our sufferings are for righteousness' sake only, and let us
not charge God or our neighbors for tribulations resulting from the
indulgence of our inherited or cultivated faults.

"In many things we are all faulty. If any one does not err in
word, he is a perfect man, able to control the whole body." (Jas.
3:2.) But such a man does not exist. We all need and must continual-
ly plead the merit of our Redeemer and Advocate, while we strive
daily to bring every thought into captivity to the will of Christ, and
to perfect holiness in the fear (reverence) of the Lord.

In view of this fact, which we trust all of the Lord's people will
endeavor more and more fully to realize, viz., that we now stand
before the bar of judgment, we inquire, in the words of Peter, "What
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness?" ¥}God-likeness certainly cannot include any harmful gossip,
any unclean or unholy conversation, any disloyal or rebellious
words. Let such things be put far away from all who name the name
of Christ in sincerity and truth. And let us remember daily to settle
our accounts with the Lord, to make sure that no record of idle
words, unrepented of, and consequently unforgiven, stands against
us. "Let your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ."
"Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso-
ever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things." Thus out of the good treasure of the heart we
shall be able to speak the words of truth and soberness, to honor our
Lord by a godly walk and conversation, to subdue the evil tenden-
cies of our fallen nature, and to have our conversation "honest
among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evil
doers, they may, by your good works which they shall behold, glori-
fy God in the day of visitation." --Phil. 1:27; 4:8; 1 Pet. 2:12.

If daily we render up our accounts to God and seek his grace
for greater overcoming power with each succeeding day, we shall be
acquitted in judgment and stand approved before God through
Christ, having the testimony of his holy spirit with our spirits that
we are pleasing and acceptable to him.

{7} Mar. 30 Manna, 2Pet 3:11
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"Seeing that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought we to be in
all holy conversation and godliness." --2 Peter 3:11.

MANY in the past have misunderstood St. Peter's prophecy
concerning the destruction of the present heavens and earth. They
have inferred that he meant the burning up of the literal earth and
heavens in a great conflagration. This thought seems to be embodied
in all the creeds, Protestant and Catholic. Apparently there has been
a serious mistake here. The Apostle is using these words in a figura-
tive sense, just as we might say that a man would move heaven and
earth to accomplish his designs. Throughout the prophecies of the
Bible the heavens mean the ecclesiastical powers and the earth
means organized society, including the financial and the political
powvers.

The things of the Present Order are soon to pass away--its
banking institutions, its monetary affairs, its stocks and bonds, its
politics, its great religious systems, indeed, the entire social fabric.
The whole arrangement is now about to be melted down. An entirely
New Order is about to come in. This melting down will begin in the
overthrow of the religious institutions. To the whole world it will be
an unexpected and overwhelming catastrophe; but to the true
Church, watching as the Lord bade them to do, it will not be a sur-
prise; for these are "children of the light," and this Day of the Lord
shall not overtake them as a thief.

The Lord's faithful, watching people, guided by the Word of
Truth, will have an understanding of temporal affairs. As St. Paul
has assured us, though this Day shall come as a thief and a snare
upon the whole world, it shall not so come upon God's children who
are living up to their privileges. "When these things begin to come to
pass, then look up and lift up your heads; for your deliverance
draweth nigh"; "When ye see these things, ...know that the Kingdom
of God is nigh at hand." (Luke 21:28,31.) The Master does not say,

When ye see all these things, but When ye see the beginning of
them, then we are to lift up our heads and rejoice--not rejoicing in
the trouble, nor in the sufferings of others, but in the fact that these
things are the foretold signs that the Present Order is about to be
succeeded by a New Order, which will be far better, and more ad-
vantageous and desirable for all.

The Church herself will be the "new heavens," and will come
into great glory, power and privilege. The thought in the early
Church, evidently, was that these dispensational changes would very
shortly come to pass. They were living in constant expectation of the
coming of the Lord, the establishment of His Kingdom and the glo-
rification of the Church. Some of them even felt too confident of the
matter. The Apostle Paul writes to the Church of Thessalonica say-
ing that some of them had made a mistake in thinking that the Day
of the Lord might have already come. He tells them that that Day
could not come until the Man of Sin should be revealed. Thus in the
days of the Apostles the Church was ever on the qui vive; and
throughout this entire Age the Lord's people have been left in uncer-
tainty as to the time of the Master's Second Coming, watching, pre-
paring, for the things of the Kingdom, knowing that the Day of
Christ would come as a "thief in the night" at the appointed time.--2
Thessalonians 2:3.

WHAT THE WATCHERS
NOW SEE

Now we who are living in this Day see the beginning of these
foretold events. We see the prelude to the great Battle of Armaged-
don. Our thought is that the Armageddon itself will be the mighty
"Earthquake" spoken of in Revelation. (Revelation 16:16-18.) In this
great revolution and in the succeeding anarchy all earthly institu-



tions will be swept away. The result of the anger, hatred and strife, if
permitted to continue indefinitely, would be so terrible that it would
bring about the destruction of the race; but for the Elect's sake, that
they may begin their glorious reign, God will cut short the carnage,
and will set up His own Kingdom under Christ and His elect
Church. Christ and His Bride will take over the kingdoms of this
world, and thus will hinder the strife of men from going to the ex-
treme that it would otherwise go. But it will not be stopped until the
Present Order shall have been wholly dissolved.

A vivid description of this awful Time of Trouble is given by
the Prophets. For the benefit of our new readers, we give a few cita-
tions of such prophecies, which repay investigation. (Isaiah 24:17-
22; 28:21,22; 33:7-14; 34:1-8; Psalm 18:7-19.) See STUDIES IN
THE SCRIPTURES, Vol. 4, pp. 15-20. Along this same line, read
also Isaiah 13:1-13; Jeremiah 25:8-38; Revelation 18; 16:12-21. We
believe that the present strife in Europe is very forcefully depicted in
some of the prophecies cited above, and that this is only the begin-
ning of the great trouble and overthrow, the breaking in pieces of the
nations as a potter's vessel. In our own land we see the portents of
the coming trouble, in strikes, labor riots, I.W.W. demonstrations,
etc. The Scriptures cited above declare in unmistakable language
that the whole Present Order will go up in a mighty conflagration.
The troubles not long since in the Colorado mines, the more recent
strikes in London, Chicago, Bridgeport and Bayonne, are only pre-
monitory rumblings which, with many other disturbances of like
nature, presage the coming storm.

Selfishness is the great motive power of the world-- if this thing
is done or that thing is accomplished, something very advantageous
to themselves will result. Because people want their own names to
be great, they strain every nerve to accomplish that result. They do
this also in political lines--trying to "feather their nests" for the fu-
ture. In Europe they do the same along monarchical lines. Various
Houses in power seek to have and to hold the honor of the people.
The whole world are setting their hearts and minds on the things
which will bring no real satisfaction in the end, and not upon the
things of the Lord.

The Apostle points out that all these things that occupy men's
minds and absorb their energies are to pass away. None of them are
to be permanent. We realize this to be so. We see that their passing
away is just at hand in this our day. Others do not perceive it, alt-
hough many thoughtful minds see that present conditions are un-
precedented, that some great change must be impending; and their
hearts are failing them for fear.

Surely the knowledge of these things, of the transitoriness, the
trifling value of the most alluring of earth's gifts, should cause us to
turn from them and to set our affections and hopes upon the Heaven-
ly things, which are infinite in value and which shall never pass
away. We should lay up treasure in Heaven, where the institutions
will be permanent, and where armies and revolutions will not de-
stroy the Government. All those who believe in the great changes

just before us should be living for the future and not for the present.
The more we discern, then, the teachings of the Bible, the more we
imbibe its spirit, the more shall we live for and prepare for the great
blessings promised for the future to those who love God. "Be ye
holy, for I am holy," is the injunction of our Father in Heaven.
HOLY ATMOSPHERE, NOT MIASMA,
FOR NEW CREATURES

These directions are not to the world, and they are not to the
flesh of the children of God, but are for us as New Creatures in
Christ. The old creature being imperfect has no standing with God;
but there is nothing unholy in the New Creature, and the imperfec-
tions of his flesh being covered by the Robe of Christ's righteous-
ness he has a standing with God. The difficulty which the New
Creature encounters is the weakness of the flesh in which he must
tabernacle for the present, and the danger of being misled, enticed
away, from the things that are holy. Day by day he seeks to control
the flesh and to bring it wholly into subjection.

The New Creature begotten from above, wishes to be holy and
to keep his tabernacle holy. He breathes by nature a holy atmos-
phere; anything contrary is poisonous to this Heavenly germ which
must be fostered and nourished with the greatest care. That it may
properly develop it is necessary that it be fed upon "the finest of the
wheat"; it is necessary, too, that the very thoughts of the brain and
the meditations of the heart should be conformed as nearly as possi-
ble to God's perfect standard for these New Creatures. To this end
rich supply is furnished by the Heavenly Father, who begat us to this
new nature.

The child of God who is slovenly or careless in the manage-
ment of his earthly body is not living in accord with true holiness, is
not properly developing this Heavenly "seed" begotten within him.
These New Creatures, so far as possible, should fellowship with one
another. They are to seek to build one another up in the most holy
faith. They are to remember that they are not to pull each other
down, but are to endeavor to assist each other as far as they may be
able. Whoever thinks to himself, "Sometime the Kingdom is com-
ing, sometime the Time of Trouble will overtake the present order of
things; but meantime we will enjoy the things of this world," will
not be living up to his privileges, and will be very likely to be taken
unawares as by "a thief in the night"; for he is not living in proper
relationship with the Lord, and he will be likely to find when too
late that he has lost the "prize."

"Seeing, then, that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and god-
liness"!

"My Father! my Father! this heart would be Thine!
Oh, keep it from wanderings!
Oh, visit and nourish Thy wilderness vine,
Though it be from the bitter springs!
Till the time of my trial and pruning is o'er,
And Thy child is safe on eternity's shore!"

Hymn 344 -- Appendix K
Take Time To Be Holy

Take time to be holy, Speak oft with thy Lord,;
Abide in Him always, And feed on His Word.
Make friends of God's children; Help those who are weak;
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.

Take time to be holy, The world rushes on;
Spend much time in secret With Jesus alone;
By looking to Jesus, Like Him thou shalt be;

Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.

Take time to be holy, Let Him be thy Guide,
And run not before Him, Whatever betide;
In joy or in sorrow, Still follow thy Lord,

And, looking to Jesus, Still trust in His Word.

Take time to be holy, Be calm in thy soul;
Each tho't and each motive Beneath His control;
Thus led by His Spirit To fountains of love,
Thou soon shalt be fitted For service above.




