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Peace I leave with you, My peace I 

give unto you:...Let not your heart be trou-
bled, neither let it be afraid. John 14:27  

THE more we overcome the world, the 
flesh and the devil, the more we seek to do 
the will of our Father who is in heaven, the 

more we seek for the fellowship and com-
munion of our dear Redeemer, the more we 
seek to do those things which are pleasing 
in His sight, so much the more will we have 
of the joy and peace which no man taketh 
from us, and which trials, difficulties and 
persecutions can only make the more sweet 

and precious. Z.'97-306R2232:5  
"Ye now therefore have sorrow; but I 

will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you."--John 16:22  

------------------------------ 
 
R1834 “OUR LORD'S LAST WILL AND 
TESTAMENT” “’Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth [in stinted measure or in perishable 
quality], give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.’--John 
14:27.  

Thus, with abounding compassion and 
tenderness, did our Lord, on the last night of 
his earthly life, bestow upon his beloved 
disciples his parting blessing, his legacy of 
peace. It was the richest legacy he had to 
bequeath, and was one of priceless value. It 
was the promise of that tranquility of soul, 
that rest and ease of mind, which he himself 
possessed -- the peace of God. It was the 
same peace which the Father himself has 
always enjoyed…but it was not derived 
from the same source. In Jehovah this peace 
was self-centered, because he realized in 
himself the omnipotence of power and wis-

dom; while the peace of Christ was cen-
tered, not in himself, but in God, by faith in 
his wisdom, power and grace. So also if we 
would have "the peace of God," the peace of 
Christ-- "my peace"--it must, like his, be 
centered in God by faith…  

The peace promised, observe, was not 
the short-lived peace of the world, which is 
sometimes enjoyed for a little season--while 
fortune smiles and friends abound and 
health endures, but which quickly vanishes 
when poverty comes in, and friends go out 
and health fails and death steals away the 
treasures of the heart... This peace is some-
thing which none of the vicissitudes of the 
present life can destroy, and which no ene-
my can wrest from us… 

If we would know the foundation and 
security of this abiding peace which is able 
to survive the heaviest storms of life, we 
have only to look to the teaching and exam-

ple of the Lord and the Apostles. What was 
it that held them so firmly and gave them 
such rest of mind while they suffered? It 
was their faith--their faith in the love, power 
and wisdom of God. They believed that 
what God had promised he was able also to 
perform, that his righteous and benevolent 
plan could know no failure; for by the 
mouth of his prophets he had declared, "My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure....Yea, I have spoken it, I will also 
bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will 
also do it." "The Lord of hosts hath pur-
posed, and who shall disannul it?" (Isa. 
46:9-11; 14:27.) On the assurances of God 
they rested. In him their faith was anchored, 
and it mattered not how fiercely the storms 
raged or how they were tossed by the tem-
pests of life while their anchor still held fast 
to the throne of God.” 

------------------------------ 

R2238 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008) 
"MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU" 

"When He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?"--Job 34:29. 
 

"Like a river glorious is God's perfect peace, 
Over all victorious in its glad increase. 
Perfect--yet it floweth fuller every day; 

Perfect--yet it groweth deeper all the way… 

We may trust Him solely all for us to do; 
They who trust Him wholly, find Him wholly true. 

Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are truly blest, 
Finding, as He promised, perfect peace and rest." 

------------------------------ 
 

R4817 (From Harvest Truth Database V8.0 2014) 

STRENGTH AND PEACE 
"The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace."—Psa. 29:11 

 
AS WE look back over the years that have passed since first we 

learned to "know the joyful sound" of the true Gospel and conse-
crated ourselves fully to the Lord, we view with sorrow the imper-
fections of even our best efforts; and as looking forward we see the 
difficulties that seem to obstruct our onward course, we shall greatly 
need to reinforce our waning courage with the special promises of 
Divine grace to help in every time of need. Among others, we have 
the blessed assurance that "The Lord will give strength unto his 
people"; "Call upon me in the day of trouble and I will deliver thee, 
and thou shalt glorify me."—Psa. 50:15. 

As soldiers under our great Captain, we have enlisted in no un-
certain struggle, unless our own faint-heartedness or unfaithfulness 
should make it so. We are fully supplied with the whole armor of 
God, which will amply protect us against the fiery darts of the Ad-
versary, if only we accept it and carefully buckle it on. We have 
with us the constant presence of our Captain, so long as we are 
closely following his leading. Above the din of battle his inspiring 
voice may be heard saying, "Fear not, little flock; for it is the Fa-
ther's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom"; "Be of good cheer; I 
have overcome!" (Luke 12:32; John 16:33.) If we are weak and 
incline to faint-heartedness, we have only to remember the blessed 
promise, "The Lord will give strength unto his people"; and by our 
faithfulness we shall glorify God, who will deliver us from all our 
foes, both seen and unseen. 

Like all others, the Lord's people need fortitude and patience, 
else they might soon become discouraged in the conflict with the 
world, the flesh, and the Adversary. They need strength; they need 
encouragement. In the text under consideration, the 
word strength means, in large measure, courage. The Lord will 
give courage to his people. He encourages us in a variety of ways; 
he encourages us through each other, as we build one another up in 
the most holy faith. 

MILK FOR BABES—STRONG MEAT 
FOR THOSE MOREDEVELOPED 

We, nevertheless, look to the individual, innate strength and to 
its importance. "Be of good courage, and he will strengthen your 

heart, all ye that hope in the Lord." (Psa. 31:24.) We are assured that 
we shall be strengthened in the "inner man" through the Spirit of the 
Lord. None have this particular kind of strength, that of the "inner 
man," except those who have become New Creatures in Christ, to 
whom "old things have passed away, and all things have become 
new." (2 Cor. 5:17.) With this particular Spirit-begotten class all of 
the Lord's dealings are intended to develop character. 

"Desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow there-
by," and become strong. (I Pet. 2:2.) This milk of the Word the Lord 
gives at first to his children, that the new nature may grow thereby 
and become able to digest stronger food and thus develop in charac-
ter-likeness to our Lord. To all his own he has provided nourish-
ment—milk for babes, strong meat for those more developed. (Heb. 
5:12-14.) And any who would be strong in the Lord and in the pow-
er of his might (courageous) will avail himself of the Divine provi-
sion. 

Our faith, however, is the basis of both our strength and 
our peace. No matter how fiercely the storms of life may assail us, 
we must never let go of our anchor and allow ourselves to drift; but 
always remember that "The foundation of God standeth sure"; that 
"His truth is our shield and buckler"; that "What he has promised he 
is able also to perform," notwithstanding our human imperfections 
and frailties; that, covering these, we have the imputed righteousness 
of Christ, our Surety and Advocate; that "The Father himself loveth 
us," and that "He knoweth our frame and remembereth that we are 
dust," and so has compassion for the sons of his love and is very 
pitiful and of tender mercy. (2 Tim. 2:19; Psa. 91:4; Rom. 
4:21; John 16:27; Psa. 103:14.) Indeed, "What more could he say 
than to us he hath said" to assure our faith and to steady and 
strengthen our hearts to patient endurance in the midst of the trials 
and conflicts in the narrow way of sacrifice? 

With abounding compassion and tenderness our Lord, on the 
last night of his earthly life, bestowed upon his beloved disciples his 
parting blessing, his legacy of peace. It was the richest legacy he 
had to bequeath, and was of priceless value. It was the promise of 
that tranquility of soul, that rest and ease of mind which he himself 



possessed—the peace of God. It was the same peace which the Fa-
ther has always enjoyed, even in the midst of all the commotion 
which the permission of evil has brought about; but it was not de-
rived from the same source. In Jehovah, this peace is self-centered, 
because he realizes in himself omnipotence and Infinite wisdom; 
while the peace of Christ was centered, not in himself, but 
in God, through faith in his wisdom, power and grace. So also, if we 
would have the peace of God, the peace of Christ ("my peace"), it 
must, like his, be centered in God, by faith. 

The peace promised is not the short-lived peace of the world, 
which is sometimes enjoyed for a little season; but "my peace," the 
peace of God which Christ himself by faith enjoyed, who, "Though 
he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor" (2 Cor. 8:9); who lost 
friend after friend, and in his last hour was forsaken by all of the few 
that remained—the peace that endured through loss, persecution, 
scorn and contempt, and even amidst the agonies of the cross. This 
peace is something which none of the vicissitudes of this life can 
destroy and which no enemy can wrest from us. 

"MARVEL NOT IF THE WORLD HATE YOU" 
"There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked." (Isa. 

48:22.) "The wicked are like the troubled sea, continually casting up 
mire and dirt." Their hearts are not in accord with peace and right-
eousness, but are filled with selfishness. The wicked are self-seeking 
and grasping; filled with anger if they cannot always get what they 
want; with malice if they see some one enjoying what they cannot 
have. All of these things indicate a lack of peace. 

To the extent that any of the Lord's people have any of these 
evil propensities they cannot have the "peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding"—which passeth all description. It is a rest of 
heart by faith. In this peace lies a satisfaction for all the various 
qualities of the mind; in proportion as the mind develops the ambi-
tion of pleasing the Lord, of communicating to others the knowledge 
of the Truth and the blessed opportunity of salvation, it becomes our 
ambition to do good, instead of evil. So ambition, being turned into 
a right line, the peace of God, which none can comprehend save 
those who possess it, comes to the mind and heart. 

It is not an outward peace, however, for the Lord's people, in-
dividually and collectively, have most distressing experiences. The 
Church has always been persecuted, as Jesus forewarned us: "Mar-
vel not, my brethren, if the world hate you"; "If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own; but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you."—I John 3:13; John 15:19. 

"IN THE WORLD YE SHALL  
HAVE TRIBULATION" 

The peace promised is not such as the world can always recog-
nize and appreciate, for the possessor of it, like the Lord and the 
Apostles and Prophets, may have a stormy pathway. They did not 
have peace outwardly. They were beset, harassed on every hand; 
they were persecuted and obliged to flee from place to place; some 
of the saints of old were stoned to death; some were sawn asun-
der. Yet the peace of God, abounding in their hearts, enabled them 

to endure all these trials joyfully. Indeed, that it must be so with all 
the faithful until all the purposes of God in the permission of evil are 
accomplished, we are distinctly forewarned, but with the assurance 
that through all the storms of life this peace shall abide—"In the 
world ye shall have tribulation," but "in me ye shall have peace."—
John 16:33. 

This promise, that God will give peace to his people, seems to 
apply only to a peace of heart. Our Lord and the Apostles possessed 
it to such an extent that they enjoyed themselves much more than 
did their enemies. While Paul and Silas were in prison they sang 
praises to God, instead of berating the governments and threatening 
what would be done to them; instead of butting their heads against 
the bars and saying, "God does not care for us; we will go about our 
own business, hereafter." So with us. In proportion as we see matters 
from the Divine viewpoint and appreciate the precious promises and 
let them inspire our hearts, we shall rejoice in those promises, and 
our hearts will be blessed. Even if we have trials and difficulties that 
we are not able to surmount, if these are working out for us the fruits 
and graces of the Spirit, we may rejoice and give thanks for these 
evidences of God's love. 

"MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU" 
We see that the peace of God is compatible with great commo-

tion and with sorrow and pain of various kinds; for it is not depend-
ent upon outward circumstances, but upon a proper balancing of the 
mind and the condition of a perfect heart. Such peace—the peace of 
God—was enjoyed by our Lord Jesus in the midst of all the turmoil 
and confusion of his eventful earthly life. And this brings us to the 
consideration of our Lord's last legacy to his disciples, when he was 
about to leave the world, as expressed in his own words: "Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth [in 
stinted measure or in perishable quality], give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."—John 14:27. 

The promise in our text—"The Lord will bless his people with 
peace"—evidently belongs to this Age, when all creation groans and 
travails in pain. (Rom. 8:22.) When the Millennial Age shall have 
been ushered in, there will be prevailing conditions of peace and 
thus he will give peace to all people. 

Let us, then, have for our watchword, "LOYALTY" to God and 
to the principles of righteousness; and let each of us write upon his 
heart the gracious promise—"The Lord will give strength unto his 
people." Let us be faithfully "his people," and let us earnestly desire 
and faithfully use the strength promised. "Faithful is he that calleth 
you, who also will do it"; "He is faithful that promised."—I Thess. 
5:24; Heb. 10:23. 

So then, if you lack the strength or the peace promised, the 
fault is yours, not God's. Either you have not the interests of his 
service closely enough at heart, or else you do not make use of the 
strength he provides. "The Lord will give strength unto his peo-
ple (his trusting, faithful servants, those who are using to his praise 
the talents consecrated to their Master, however many or few those 
talents may be); the Lord will bless his people with peace." 

------------------------------ 

[Poems of Dawn 197] 

PEACE, PERFECT PEACE 
 

PEACE, perfect peace! in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within. 

 
Peace, perfect peace! by thronging duties pressed? 

To do the will of Jesus, this is rest. 
 

Peace, perfect peace! with sorrows surging 'round? 
On Jesus' bosom nought but calm is found. 

 
Peace, perfect peace! 'mid suffering's keenest throes? 

The sympathy of Jesus brings repose. 

Peace, perfect peace! with loved ones far away? 
In Jesus' keeping we are safe, and they. 

 
Peace, perfect peace! our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne. 

 
Peace, perfect peace! death shadowing us and ours? 
Jesus has vanquished death and all its powers. 

 
It is enough: earth's struggles soon shall cease, 

And Jesus call us to Heaven's perfect peace. 
------------------------------ 

 
R2230 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008) 

SONGS IN THE HOUSE OF OUR PILGRIMAGE  
"Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage."--Psa. 119:54.  

 
GOD'S PEOPLE during the Jewish dispensation as well as dur-

ing the Gospel dispensation are spoken of as "pilgrims and 
strangers" in the "present evil world." They are such, because they 
have heard of "a better country," whose ruler is God, and whose law 
is love--"the perfect law of liberty." To such pilgrims the strife for 
wealth and vain glory, the pride, haughtiness and tinsel that every-
where prevail now, are distasteful; while the battle for wealth or 

position, especially when it leads to unrighteousness, oppression, 
slander, envy, strife and every evil work, is repulsive. Having ob-
tained a glimpse of the perfection of divine character with its abso-
luteness of justice and love, it has become their ideal: and they have 
heard "the voice of him that speaketh from heaven," instructing 
them that sin and evil shall not always prevail, but that the God of 
heaven by and by shall set up his Kingdom which will renovate and 



bless the world of mankind, and bring in everlasting righteousness. 
Since they have heard this, and the more they learn to appreciate it, 
the more, necessarily, they are out of harmony with the contrary 
conditions of the present time. Hence it is that they feel themselves, 
and are portrayed in the Scriptures as being, pilgrims and strangers 
who seek the fairer clime of the coming age.  

It was in this view of matters that the Apostle declared that 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were "pilgrims and strangers on the 
earth," who sought a better country, a home under more righteous 
conditions. They sojourned in the very land promised to them, but it 
was not their "home;" because it was still in the hands and under the 
government of those who were aliens and strangers from God. They 
waited for the fulfilment of God's promise to give them that country 
under his divine blessing and laws, when it would become to them a 
heavenly country, a country under heavenly direction and blessing. 
They were obliged to wait for two reasons: first, as a test and devel-
opment of their own faith and trust in the Great Promiser; and sec-
ondly, because "the wickedness of the Amorites was not yet come to 
the full."--Gen. 15:16.  

Commenting on this, the Apostle declares that if they had been 
mindful, i.e., wishful, to have returned to Charran, their own country 
prior to the promise of Canaan, they might have returned to it,--
when they found the land of promise still occupied by other peoples, 
and that God was not yet ready to fulfil to them his promises. (Heb. 
11:15.) But they preferred to hold on to God's promises, and chose 
accordingly, for the time, to be pilgrims and strangers in the land of 
promise. Stephen in his discourse (Acts 7:2,5) points out this pil-
grimage and sojourn, as strangers, of Abraham and his seed--waiting 
for possession of the promised land. Stephen says, "God gave him 
none inheritance in it: no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he 
promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his 
seed after him."  

We are to understand, accordingly, that the heavenly country 
for which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the faithful of the flesh-
ly house of Israel waited as "pilgrims and strangers" is after all to be 
earthly, in the sense of being on the earth; but it will be heavenly in 
the sense that its government, regulations, laws, etc., will be heaven-
ly laws, etc., and not "earthly, sensual, devilish." Consequently, 
when the Apostle says that they "looked for a city which has founda-
tions, whose builder and maker is God;" and that God "hath pre-
pared for them a city," we must understand this promise, so far as 
they are concerned, to be in harmony with the other promises made 
to fleshly Israel.  

The "city" referred to is not a literal city, but the symbolical 
one mentioned in Rev. 21:2,9-27. In symbol a city signifies a gov-
ernment, and this city which comes down from God out of heaven 
symbolizes the Kingdom of God, his rule or government, which will 
be established in all the earth. This "city" or government will consist 
of The Christ--the "Bridegroom" and "the bride the Lamb's wife." 
"Then shall the righteous shine forth"--the city will have the glory of 
God. When this Kingdom is established, the nations

*
 shall walk in 

the light of it.--Rev. 21:24.  
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and all the faithful pilgrims and 

strangers prior to the atonement, while they will not be members of 
the bride company nor of the new Jerusalem, the Kingdom, will 
nevertheless be very closely identified with it in the work of blessing 
the world of mankind in general. And hence it is that they are repre-
sented as waiting for this "city," this government which God will 
establish in the world; preferring to have their inheritance at that 
time, and under the blessing and bright illumination of that heavenly 
city or government, rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son. It is in harmony with this thought that we are taught to pray, 
"Thy Kingdom [the Heavenly Jerusalem, the city which hath for 
foundations the twelve Apostles--Christ Jesus himself being the 
chief cornerstone] come! Thy will be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven." This city will shine and bless the world until all the willing 
shall be helped and reconciled to God. Its reign will be for a thou-
sand years, after which a new dispensation will open, under new 
conditions, in which mankind (perfected) will be granted the privi-
lege of ruling themselves in harmony with the divine law.  

In a certain sense then we might designate the present era, "the 
present evil world," to be the general house of our pilgrimage for all 

                                                 
*
 The words "of them that are saved" in this text are not found in the 

older MSS. Very evidently they are an interpolation; because after 

the nations are saved, brought into harmony with God, they will no 

longer be "nations" (Gentiles, heathen), but parts of the one holy 

nation, the Kingdom of God. 

who love and long for righteousness; and the better condition of the 
future, the "new heavens and the new earth" promised as the heaven-
ly home or condition which will be found abundantly satisfactory to 
all who shall attain thereto.  

"OUR EARTHLY HOUSE" AND "OUR  
HOUSE FROM HEAVEN" 

Nevertheless, the Apostle Paul (2 Cor. 5:1-10) writing concern-
ing this pilgrimage and addressing specially the consecrated Church 
of the Gospel age, uses language which, while not out of harmony 
with what we have just seen, foregoing, may be nevertheless proper-
ly understood to refer to the present mortal bodies of the saints, as 
their houses of pilgrimage-- their temporary houses, while on the 
way to their permanent homes, the spiritual bodies which God hath 
promised to them that love him, and which the same apostle de-
scribed to the same readers in a previous epistle.--1 Cor. 15:38,42-
45.  

Moreover, since we well know that very much in the Psalms 
was written prophetically, respecting the Christ, head and body, the 
overcoming Church of the Gospel age, we may well infer that the 
language of our text had special reference to these pilgrims of the 
Gospel age. The Apostle says, "We know that if our earthly house of 
this temporary dwelling place were dissolved, we have a permanent 
structure of God, a house not made with hands [not produced by 
human powers] everlasting in the heavens." Since the renewed earth, 
altho it will be a permanent house for the world of mankind, will not 
be "in the heavens;" and since the Church when granted their new 
spiritual bodies in the resurrection will be thereafter everlastingly in 
the higher or heavenly condition, it seems but proper to construe the 
Apostle's language as relating to the earthly bodies and the heavenly 
bodies of the Church. And such an application seems to fit his dis-
course throughout thoroughly. It is true that in this present body or 
temporary house of pilgrimage we groan--oppressed not only by the 
evil influence of the world and the devil on every hand but also and 
especially by the weaknesses of our own flesh. For when we would 
do good, evil is present with us, so that the good which we would do 
we are often hindered from doing, while the evil which we do not 
approve often obtrudes itself on us and requires to be continually 
resisted and overcome. As the Apostle elsewhere declares, we 
"which have the first fruits of the spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the deliverance of 
our body,"-- the Church, into the glorious likeness of our Lord.  

But our groaning is not with a desire to be unclothed; we do not 
wish to be without a body, for that at very best all down through the 
Gospel age would mean to be "asleep in Jesus," waiting for the res-
urrection morning that then we might be "clothed upon with our 
house from heaven," our new, perfect and permanent body, our 
"home." What we prefer is not to have the little spark of present life 
extinguished, but to have it swallowed up, absorbed into the perfect 
conditions of the perfect life to which we are begotten, with its per-
fect body.  

"Now he that hath wrought us for the self-same thing is God, 
who also hath given us the earnest of the spirit." This perfect condi-
tion which we are to obtain in the resurrection will be the grand 
consummation of our salvation which God has promised; and the 
new mind, the new will begotten by the Word of truth, is reckoned 
as the beginning of that new creature, which will be perfected in the 
divine nature when the first resurrection shall have completed it. The 
holy spirit granted us in the present time is a hand payment so to 
speak, an "earnest" or assurance of the grand and gracious results for 
which we are hoping and striving, groaning and praying.  

"Therefore we are always confident knowing that, whilst we 
are at home in the body [so long as we feel entirely contented with 
present conditions--ourselves and our surroundings], we are absent 
from the Lord." {1}If we were living near to him, "walking with God, 
we would not feel perfectly satisfied with present attainments, con-
ditions, etc.; but would feel like pilgrims and strangers, seeking a 
better rest, a better home, "which God hath in reservation for them 
that love him." But this, as the Apostle explains, is true only of those 
who walk by faith and not by sight.  

"But we are confident [full of faith toward God, we rejoice to 
walk by faith], and are well pleased rather to be from home [home-
less, pilgrims and strangers on the earth] and to be at home with the 
Lord" in the spirit of our fellowship.  

For this cause we are striving, that whether it be by and by 
when we reach our home, or whether it be in the present time when 
we are actually away from home, pilgrims and strangers, we strive 
that we may be acceptable with the Lord; that we may have his favor 

                                                 
{1}

 May 28 Manna, 2Cor 5:6 



and blessing and realize his fellowship and presence and know that 
we shall ultimately be accepted by him. "For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ that every one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to the things he hath done wheth-
er it be good or bad." All through this pilgrimage we are standing at 
the bar of our Lord's judgment: he is testing us, proving us, to see 
whether or not we love him and the things which make for right-
eousness and peace; and if so, how much we are willing to sacrifice 
for righteousness' sake. He marks the degree of our love by the 
measure of our self-denials and self-sacrifices for his sake, the 
truth's sake.  

But to thus speak of our bodies as houses can be true only of 
the "saints," the "new creatures" in Christ. Others of mankind have 
not duality of nature, and could not properly apply to themselves 
such expressions as that of Romans 8:10,11, "If Christ be in you the 
body is [reckoned] dead because of sin; but the spirit alive because 
of [the imputed] righteousness" of Christ. The new nature of the 
saints, begotten by the word of truth, is really only the new will, 
which however is thenceforth addressed as the real person, and it 
alone is recognized of God who knows us not after the flesh but 
after the spirit of our new minds-- Christ-minds. Notice also Romans 
6:3,4. These "new creatures" have an old man or outward man that is 
perishing, and a new man, inward man, or hidden man of the heart 
who is being renewed day by day.-- 2 Cor. 4:16; Col. 3:9,10; Eph. 
4:23,24; 1 Pet. 3:4.  

It is written, he "giveth songs in the night," and "He hath put a 
new song into my mouth." It causes us no surprise to know that the 
saints will "be joyful in glory" and sing aloud with the high praises 
of God in their mouths, when it shall be given to them to execute the 
judgments written (Psa. 149:4-9); but it may strike some as peculiar 
that the present conditions of God's people, the condition of imper-
fection and physical frailty, in which we groan and are burdened, 
should be a condition in which songs and thanksgiving and joy 
should prevail with us. Nevertheless, this is the divine will, as it is 
the divine statement, respecting all who are truly overcomers: they 
are all to be joyful in the house of their pilgrimage. Respecting this 
joy our Lord declares "Your joy no man taketh from you." "Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid."--John 14:27; 16:22.  

So then, while there is a measure of groaning because of some 
burdens on the part of those who have attained to the new life, there 
are also blessed joys which the world cannot give, neither take 
away: and these are the source and cause of the unceasing joy and 
"songs in the night," before the glorious dawn of the new Millennial 
day: these songs are inspired by the joys granted us in the house of 
our pilgrimage--while we are actually absent from our "home."  

What are our joys which no man taketh from us? and which 
persecution and affliction and trouble can only deepen and widen 
and make more sweet? What joy is this? This joy is a foretaste of the 
blessings to come, an earnest of our inheritance. It is inspired by 
confidence in him on whom we have believed: confidence that he is 
both able and willing to perfect the work which he has begun and 
which we desire shall be perfected in his own best way: confidence 
that so long as we are firmly holding to his gracious promises with 
the arms of our faith, he will not permit us to be separated from him. 
Who shall separate us from the love of God in Christ? Shall tribula-
tion and persecution? Our confidence is that "no one is able to pluck 
us out of the Father's hand," and that "the Father himself loveth" us, 
and will not turn us away so long as we desire to abide obediently in 
his love. Yea, we are confident that all things are working together 
for good to those who love God; confident that he who is for us is 
more powerful than all who can be against us. Such confidence is 
sure to bring joy beyond the world's comprehension, and a peace of 
God that passeth all understanding, which keeps the heart.  

And such joy, produced by the true gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ received into an honest heart, naturally and properly awakens 
the "songs in the house of our pilgrimage."  

{2}"'Mid all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing, 
It finds an echo in my soul, how can I keep from singing." 
The word "song" has a wider meaning than simply a musical 

cadence: it is used in the Scriptures and elsewhere to indicate a joy-
ful message of any kind. For instance, we say, referring to the gos-
pel, the knowledge of the divine plan, "Thou hast put a new song 
into my mouth, even the loving-kindness of our God." And it is a 
fact that those who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, those who 

                                                 
{2} Hymn 179 

have received the joy which no man can take from them, those who 
have tasted of the grace of God in Christ, will not only rejoice and 
literally sing musical songs with their lips, but they will also rejoice 
to have their entire lives a song of praise and thanksgiving unto God. 
The song will bubble over on every proper occasion, wherever hear-
ing ears are found: so fully will the cleansed, justified and conse-
crated heart appreciate God's goodness and so greatly will it desire 
to--  

{3}"Tell the whole world these blessed tidings, 
And speak of the time of rest that nears." 

Wherever Christians find themselves without this joy of the 
Lord, and where they have no song in the house of their pilgrimage, 
they have reason to fear that there is something wrong,--that the 
connections between their own hearts and the Lord are not full and 
complete. If they are unacquainted with this joy and these songs, it 
is because they have either never fully accepted the Lord as their 
portion, and consecrated themselves to his service, or else because 
certain false doctrines have so terrorized their minds and so com-
pletely enslaved them to fear that trustful joys are impossible to 
them. Such should at once take the proper steps either to make their 
consecration to the Lord complete, so that he can put his spirit into 
them as members of his body, and give them the "seal of adoption," 
and cause them to know the joys of his salvation; or, if fully conse-
crated and hindered from joy and songs through false doctrine, they 
should diligently search the Scriptures and find the Lord's message,-
- "Their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men."--Isa. 
29:13.  

IN THE CLOUDY DAY 
It is true, nevertheless, that our Christian experience is not al-

ways of a kind calculated to produce an exuberance of spirit: it is 
doubtless to our advantage that sometimes there are dark hours such 
as our dear Redeemer experienced when he said, "My soul is ex-
ceeding sorrowful even unto death." Such experiences no doubt 
draw us nearer to the fountain of comfort, of joy and peace, and are 
blessings in disguise, and amongst the "all things" which are work-
ing together for our good. But even in the very midst of trials and 
difficulties, and while cast down so that the songs do not abound, we 
may nevertheless in all conditions and at all times realize God's love 
and care and so firmly hold on to the Lord, with the hand of faith, 
that we would in the darkest moments be able to realize the joy of 
our Master's sympathy and love and help, and thus have the joy 
which no disaster of the present time can interrupt.  

Despondency and loss of these joys and songs may sometimes 
result from ill health: in which case, if the illness be the result of 
selfish gratification, we have room for a lesson and reform; or it may 
seem to be the result of unselfish fidelity to the service of the truth, 
along the lines of duty, and if so, as soon as this is recognized, our 
joys and songs will return. In illustration let us remember Paul and 
Silas praising God in the prison of Philippi, while their backs were 
still lacerated and bleeding.  

It should be the aim of the Lord's people to cultivate this joy 
and the conditions favorable to it, daily. The condition of our hearts 
has much to do with it; for this joy is not wholly dependent upon the 
heads,-- our knowledge of the divine Word and plan. Its possession 
and increase depends chiefly upon the heart-- the center of our affec-
tions. If we set our affections, our hearts, on earthly things and seek 
for joy through the various gratifications of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye and the pride of life, etc., we will thereby quench to some extent 
the spirit of the new mind, and correspondingly decrease the joys of 
the new mind. On the contrary, {4}the more we overcome the world, 
the flesh and the devil, the more we seek to do the will of our Father 
who is in heaven, the more we seek for the fellowship and commun-
ion of our dear Redeemer, the more we seek to do those things 
which are pleasing in his sight, so much the more will we have of 
the joy and peace which no man taketh from us and which trials, 
difficulties and persecutions can only make the more sweet and 
precious.  

And the more we have of this new mind, and the closer we are 
in sympathy with the Lord, the more we will desire to sing heartily 
"The old, old story of Jesus and his love."  

"How happy and blessed the hours, 
Since Jesus I always can see! 

Sweet prospects, sweet birds and sweet flowers 
Have all gained new sweetness to me." 
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