November 2
It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth
Him good. 1 Samuel 3:18
WE know not what is for our highest
welfare. Sometimes those things which we
crave and desire to grasp, considering them
to be good, might really be to our disad-

R5548 "JEHOVAH'S ABIDING PRES-
ENCE WITH HIS PEOPLE "My presence
shall go with thee, and I will give thee
rest."—Exodus 33:14...

God promised Moses that His pres-
ence, His power and sustaining grace should
go with him all the way. He wished Him to
understand that he was not to perform his
great work alone...

We are marching toward the glorious
Kingdom promised us if we are faithful.
There are trials and difficulties along the
way. But our God has promised us, as He
promised Moses His servant, that His pres-
ence shall go with us. Sometimes He seems
to withdraw from us and to leave us to our-
selves; but He does not really do so. He
tests our loyalty and our faith in Him by
withholding the sense of His presence at
times...

He who so faithfully cared for Israel af-
ter the flesh, who were a perverse and fickle
people, will surely care more abundantly for
His true, Spiritual Israel, who love Him
supremely and are daily seeking more fully
to know His will that they may do it."

R5845 “ILLUSTRATION OF TRUE
SUBMISSION...

The spirit of a consecrated heart is that
of submission to the will of the Lord. Such
recognize that their only source of help is
the Almighty God, through the Lord Jesus
Christ as the Savior...

If we would make any true progress,
we must say from the heart, "Thy will, not
mine, be done." We know that God's will is
best, whether we understand that will or not.
A person with large self-esteem might, as a
natural man, think his own will better; but
when he comes to see the Truth, he will say,
"l have made mistakes before; but now I
will do the Lord's way, regardless of what
my judgment may be."

Such a course would evidence real
humility, no matter how proud-spirited one
might be by nature. As he would progress in
the good way, and see more clearly wherein
he had made mistakes, his humility would
increase. So we are to submit ourselves,
humble ourselves, have no will of our own,
but merely seek the Lord's will.

ILLUSTRATION OF FALSE HUMILITY

There is such a thing as a false submis-
sion, which might deceive even the person
himself. One might talk a great deal about
submission to the will of God, and yet be
only nominally submitting while he is really
doing his own will...

The most submissive will receive the
greatest blessings. God will test our submis-
sion and our humility. We cannot suppose
that our Lord Jesus, who was perfect, did

vantage. Blessed are they who are able by
faith to pierce the gloom of every trial and
difficulty and perplexity, and to realize that
"The Lord knoweth them that are His," and
that He is causing all things to work togeth-
er for their good. R2806:4

We are to wait patiently for the Lord,

not know that He had perfect powers. But
no matter what His own ideas were, He
submitted Himself to the Father, and said,
"Not My will, but Thine, be done.” A man
who had no tastes or preferences would be a
nonentity. We may know what we would
will for ourselves; and yet, knowing this, we
are to say to ourselves, "You cannot have
your own way about this; you are to seek to
know what is the Lord's will concerning you
in this matter, and to carry it out, as far as in
you lies."
SUBMISSION A TEST OF LOYALTY

Sometimes the Lord's hand is very
heavy. It was in the case of our Lord Jesus,
heavy, pressed down. But when the Lord
felt the Father's hand pressing down, He
meekly bowed Himself beneath the weight,
in humble acquiescence to the will of the
One whose purpose He had come to carry
out. But the Hand did not crush Him, alt-
hough it seemed to do so. Instead of being a
crushing, it was the Hand of Love, testing
His obedience to the full...

OUR ATTITUDE IN TRIAL

This Divine guidance we should seek
in all things. Suppose that some business
complication arises. Perhaps one loses his
situation. A child of God who had not
learned full submission to the Lord's will
might immediately blame some one else or
find fault with his employers. But the right
attitude for the Lord's people would be to
say, "The Father knows all about this mat-
ter; He could have prevented it and would
have done so had it been for my best inter-
ests. There is some lesson here for me to
learn, and | will look for it." If he should
discover that there had been some careless-
ness on his part, then he must perceive that
the logical consequence would be that he
lose the position.

But if after careful investigation of
matters, he feels that he could not have been
more faithful or more loyal to duty, then he
should look further and say, "Lord, | do not
see wherein | have deserved to lose this
situation, but | am looking to Thee, to see
what is Thy providence in the matter; for
Thou knowest that | must have some kind of
employment; and therefore | merely pray,
Give me this day my daily bread. I cannot
suppose that this is accidental. Surely Thou
hast some lesson for me in this experience. |
know not what Thy providence may be.
Give me, | pray, the necessary grace and
wisdom to perceive Thy will."

As he prays thus, he should at the same
time be on the lookout for the Lord's provi-
dences and guidance. The child of God who
thus acknowledges the Lord, and is faithful
to Him in all the details of life's affairs, is
the one who will come off victorious and be

R2887 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)

"FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM"
GEN. 41:38-49.--OCT. 20.

"Them that honor me, | will honor."--1 Sam. 2:30.

DIVINE FAVOR was the secret of Joseph's success, as it has
been the secret of the success of all who have attained true greatness
in the world. In previous ages true success was more or less identi-

and to take patiently such experiences as
His providences may mark out for us, ques-
tioning not the wisdom, the love and the
power of Him with whom we have to do.
R2888:2

participator with the Master in His King-
dom. This great exaltation will be given all
who are fully submissive to God's will...”

R5296 “PRACTICAL LESSONS FROM
THE LIFE OF ELI "It is the Lord; let Him
do what seemeth Him good."--1 Samuel
3:18...

Eli had been a judge in Israel for many
years; and so far as the record goes, he was
thoroughly exemplary himself--just, in all
his dealings. But his sons were styled "sons
of Belial"--they were wicked in various
ways...

We are to recall that this message came
to Eli through the boy Samuel. Samuel had,
after the manner of a Prophet in those days,
heard the voice of the Lord calling him and
speaking to him. Thinking it was Eli's voice,
he had gone to him and asked, What will
you have?... This was repeated three times,
and Eli perceived that the Lord had called
the child. He therefore instructed Samuel
again to lie down, but that if the call was
repeated he should answer, "Speak, Lord;
for thy servant heareth," indicating his read-
iness to do Him service. Samuel did as he
was directed, and the Lord told him that
because of Eli's carelessness in respect to
the doings of his family, they should be cut
off from the priesthood.

ELI'S BEAUTIFUL SUBMISSION

It was quite a remarkable thing that Eli
should manifest no resentment against the
channel the Lord had used!... Eli's course
proved that his own heart was tender. He
answered, when Samuel explained what the
Lord had told him, "It is the Lord; let Him
do what seemeth Him good." It is the Lord's
judgment. It is surely right! surely good! Let
the Lord do what seemeth to Him good,
even though it means disaster to my own
family, even though it means the cutting off
of my own family from the priesthood.

This cutting off from the priesthood
would mean that the sons of Eli would die,
for they were the priests in the regular lineal
order of the Aaronic priesthood. This is a
very beautiful example of absolute submis-
sion. If Eli was weak in some respects, he
was strong in others, as is shown in his
humility and submission. Those who are
meek and teachable themselves, often find
great difficulty in being sufficiently positive
in their dealing with others who are proper-
ly under their control. The quality of charac-
ter which would tend to make them meek
and submissive toward the Lord, would tend
to make them kind and lenient toward oth-
ers. But it is good to be able to carry out
with firmness the will of the Lord in respect
to others, and at the same time be meek and
submissive in respect to the Lord...”

fied with earthly prosperity, riches and power; but during this Gos-
pel age--the spirit dispensation --true success and divine favor stand
related to spiritual prosperity, attainments and usefulness, as exem-



plified in our Lord Jesus, in the Apostles, and in the less prominent
servants of the Cross from their day until now. The principle is the
same, though the mode of operation is different. Adversity is still the
school in which the chief lessons in character-building are to be
learned--in which the correct ideals of life are to be formed, and
ultimately to be crystalized into fixed character. The story of Jo-
seph's experiences, which in this lesson culminate in great advance-
ment and blessing, illustrates the fact that God has to do not only
with the shaping of national affairs, but also with the individual
affairs of all who are “called according to his purpose,”" and who are
seeking to live up to the requirements and conditions of that call.

It was probably because Joseph had some basis of character
that the Lord chose to use him to prepare the way for his family to
come into Egypt, etc. And we may be sure that had he proven ne-
glectful of the lessons and experiences through which he passed the
Lord would have changed or modified his dealings accordingly. As
it was, the Lord's favors and blessings were evidently bestowed
upon a worthy character, which, so far as we may judge from the
record, responded obediently and trustfully in every trial. That Jo-
seph's faith in the Lord was the basis of his strength of character,
fidelity to duty and to principle, there is no reason to question. Had
he doubted the Lord's providence in his own case, as foreshadowed
in his own dreams, he would have been inclined to say to his two
princely prisoners, when they related their dreams, as recorded in
the last lesson, that they should have no confidence in dreams, for
he had proven their unreliableness to his own bitter chagrin, having
dreamed of power and influence, and having received, instead, deg-
radation, slavery, and imprisonment. But he evidently still believed
in his dreams, still expected release in some manner, and believed
that the Lord was overruling in his affairs.

Such a trust and confidence in the Almighty Ruler, as our
Heavenly Father, is still more appropriate in us, the spiritual heirs of
the Abrahamic promise; because we have much advantage every
way over Joseph and others of our predecessors, who were heirs of
only the natural blessings. Those who lived before Christ, no matter
how high their station, at the very most were members of the "house
of servants," while we of this Gospel age are freely recognized of
God as sons, members of the "house of sons," of which our Lord
Jesus is the Head. The sons not only are granted, through the holy
spirit, deeper and clearer insight into the divine plan, but much ad-
vantage every way over the house of servants and over the world in
general. Yet as with Joseph and the typical throne of Egypt, it is not
sufficient that we should be favored of God and called to joint-
heirship in the Kingdom of earth; but it is necessary that we shall
prove submissive and tractable under his disciplines and instruc-
tions; that we may be "meet for the inheritance of the saints in light.”
It is necessary especially that our faith should be strong, and to this
end that it should be tried, that it may be to the praise of his glory
who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Joseph's confidence in his ultimate deliverance, and the fulfil-
ment of God's promise, did not hinder him from doing all he could
in a proper manner to effect his own deliverance. We notice how,
after kindly treating the imprisoned butler, explaining his dream for
him, and rejoicing with him in the prosperity intimated, he solicited
that when the prince would again be in royal favor he would kindly
remember that his comforter, Joseph, was still in prison, and if pos-
sible secure the royal pardon for him. It was proper that he should
thus take reasonable steps toward his own liberty, and no doubt the
two years longer that he remained in prison brought testings of his
faith, of his trust in the Lord; for the butler seems to have forgotten
him entirely when his prosperity returned. However, in all this, as
we can now see, the Lord was caring for him. He was learning the
lessons of patient endurance, of suffering for righteousness' sake, of
faith in the Lord. Had he been released by royal decree and set at
liberty, he might have gone back to hunt up his father and his breth-
ren in Palestine; or he might have gotten immersed in business of
some kind in Egypt; but under divine providence he was kept safely
in prison, learning necessary lessons, until he was thirty years of
age; and it was at this time that Pharaoh the king, having had two
remarkable dreams, which seriously impressed themselves upon his
mind, and having consulted the wise man of Egypt, could find no
satisfactory solution for them. It was then that the butler bethought
him of his own dream while in the prison, and of the wonderful
young man there who had interpreted it so accurately, and whose
kindness he had so quickly forgotten. Here was an opportunity of
serving the king and serving his prisoner-friend; so he mentioned
Joseph to Pharaoh in most complimentary terms. Thus we see illus-
trated the fact that kindnesses done to others, even though they seem
to be quickly forgotten, may possibly return in blessing on our own
heads later on, and be used of the Lord as channels of blessing.

Pharaoh called for the prisoner, and the explanation of his
dreams was so thoroughly satisfactory that he could not doubt their
truthfulness, and corroborated by the testimony of the butler, he
concluded that Joseph's ability as an interpreter resided in the fact
that God was with him; that God was using him; and that in some
manner or other the God who had given these dreams, and such an
interpretation to so remarkable a young man, would be pleased to
bless and to use his servant still further in connection with the pre-
cautions to be taken to avert the severity of the famine predicted.
Pharaoh was possessed of autocratic power, and was at liberty to
exalt whom he would to authority in his kingdom, and very wisely
he concluded that none could be more safe to trust than the one
whom the Almighty trusted and made his friend;--the one to whom
and through whom he revealed the secrets of knowledge. There is a
lesson of wisdom here for the Lord's people and for all--to the effect
that although the Lord's people may not be perfect, it is safer, in an
emergency, to trust those whom the Lord has trusted than any oth-
ers.

Joseph was at once made what we to-day would call Prime
Minister of Egypt. He was the representative of Pharaoh, and as
such had greater power than any monarch or Prime Minister of Eu-
rope, except the Czar of Russia and the Sultan of Turkey or their
representatives. Many have inclined to doubt the possibility of such
an exaltation from prison to second place in the throne; but such are
not sufficiently familiar with the customs of eastern countries. A
story, for instance, is told of the Sultan of Turkey, that one day hav-
ing a severe toothache, and his usual dentist being absent from the
city, his servants were sent to get any dentist they could find. They
found one in comparative poverty, clothed him suitably to be pre-
sented to the Sultan, who, after he had performed the service, gave
him the title and emoluments of Pasha, with both a city and a coun-
try residence, wealth, etc. Joseph's experience was not much more
extreme than this. Doubtless, though the narrative does not show it,
some explanations were offered respecting his previous character as
Potiphar's servant, and as the trusty overseer in prison; satisfying
Pharaoh's mind that he was an honorable man, worthy of confidence
and trust, besides the attestations of divine favor. So there is likely
to be in all of our affairs a time of change, in which, if we have been
misunderstood and misrepresented, the truth will ultimately be
brought forth, as the Lord declares, "He shall bring forth thy right-
equsness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday." (Psa. 37:6.)
{Ihwe are to wait patiently for the Lord, and to take patiently such
experiences as his providences may mark out for us, questioning not
the wisdom, the love and the power of him with whom we have to
do --of him who has promised that all things shall work for our ever-
lasting welfare, if we abide faithful to him.

Pharaoh's ring was a signet ring. In ancient times royal com-
mands were not signed and sealed, as at present, but sealed only, the
monarch having a peculiar seal which, wherever it went, was recog-
nized as his, and to have counterfeited which would have been gross
felony, punishable with death. It was this seal that was given to Jo-
seph, that by and through the authority expressed in it he might issue
such commands as he pleased in respect to the accumulation and
building of granaries and storing in the same part of the surplus crop
of the seven years of plenty.

The honor and distinction of Joseph as next to Pharaoh seems
well to illustrate the glorious exaltation of our Lord Jesus (in which
the church, as his body, will soon share). Our Lord was tested, yet
notwithstanding his faithfulness he went into the great prison-house
of death; on the third day was delivered and raised up to power and
great glory, and to be next to Jehovah God in the throne of the uni-
verse. The divine signet was given to him, and the proclamation was
that "All men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father,"
and that nothing should be done except at his command--that all
power in heaven and in earth was committed unto him. (John 5:23;
Matt. 28:18.) The faithful members of the elect body of Christ, the
Church, the overcomers, must also be tried in various ways, and for
righteousness' sake must suffer in the present time, be misunder-
stood, misrepresented, etc. These also must go into the prison-house
of death, and be therein parts of three great days (thousand-year
days), a part of the fifth thousand, all of the sixth thousand, and
early in the seventh thousand years, or third thousand-year day, their
resurrection is due; that they may become joint-heirs with Christ
their Lord and Head, in the glorious things of the Kingdom. All this
was well marked by the parts of three years which Joseph spent in
prison, and his subsequent exaltation.

The meaning of the new, Egyptian, name given to Joseph is ra-
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ther in dispute, Canon Cooke claiming that it means "Bread of Life."
It was appropriate in view of the great work which Joseph accom-
plished --the accumulation of a great store of wheat during the years
of plenty,--sufficient to supply the necessities of the whole people
during the seven years of famine. In this respect again we are re-
minded of Christ, who called himself the "Bread of Life." We are
reminded, too, that it was through a work which he accomplished
that the living bread is provided, for the whole world of mankind
typified by the Egyptians; and that through him also the bread of life
comes to his brethren, typified by Joseph's brethren and Jacob. As
there was no life for all the people there except through Joseph and
his work, and as Joseph did his work as the agent or representative
of Pharaoh, so we see, as an anti-type, that there is no life for any-
one of the world except in and through Christ Jesus our Lord, and
that his work is accomplished in the name of, and as the representa-
tive of our Heavenly Father, the supreme ruler of the universe.

Some are always ready to make objection and to find fault, ra-
ther than to make reasonable explanations, and some such object to
Joseph's course in collecting one-fifth of the harvest of the plentiful
years, and using it later on to strengthen the authority of Pharaoh
and his control over all the people of his realm. We might say that
even the one-fifth of the crop increase might not be considered an
unreasonable tax, as it is the usual amount of rental charged in that
vicinity to-day, and even more than that is frequently charged here
and elsewhere in civilized countries; but we do not know that the
one-fifth was exacted from the people as a tax. We do not know that
Pharaoh's purse and bank account were not drawn upon for the pur-
pose of this storage-wheat at the low price which would prevail
during a period of such great surplus. We shall presume the latter, in
the absence of any information to the contrary; and as for using this
to strengthen the authority of the throne, and the contrariness of this
from all democratic ideas, we have nothing to say except that it re-
mains to be proven that a republican form of government is in all
respects the best for fallen humanity. The Lord does not propose as
a remedy for present ills, social, political, moral, etc., to introduce a
Millennium along the lines of a republic; but he does propose its
introduction along the lines of a monarchy-- an absolute monarchy,
in which his Son, who redeemed the world, will reign to bless the
world by the exercise of autocratic power; for the subjugation of
evil; for the bringing of all mankind into full appreciation of the
principles of righteousness, and, so far as they will, into full accord-
ance with the great supreme ruler, Jehovah--that they shall be his
subjects forever, as the people of Egypt typically became the perpet-
ual servants of Pharaoh.

As Pharaoh gave to Joseph a wife, named Asenath (signifying

"Favor"), and she became Joseph's associate in honor and dignity,
and co-laborer and helpmate with him in his work of blessing Egypt,
so Jehovah God proposes a bride for his exalted Son, our Lord, and
she also will be a favorite. It has required all of this Gospel age for
her betrothal and preparation for the marriage, and the time is now
nigh at hand when she shall be brought near to the King, as the
Bride, the Lamb's Wife, adorned in the glorious linen robe of her
Lord, fitly embroidered with the elements of character which he can
approve.-- Psa. 45:13,14.

Joseph's head was not turned by the prosperity which came to
him; he showed himself worthy of it-- that he had profited by previ-
ous experiences, so as to know how to use the prosperity wisely. He
was not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit; and seeing that the
Lord had opened the way before him we find him immediately tak-
ing steps to carry out his mission. His first move was to travel
throughout the lengths and breadths of Egypt, to determine the most
eligible sites for the building of granaries, or storehouses; and the
Lord's blessing continued with him and prospered him in the work
thus given him to do. So it should be with us; Yin whatever de-
partment of the Lord's service he is pleased to open the door of op-
portunity to us, we should enter it promptly and with energy--with
zeal for him and for the cause to which he has called us. This is one
condition of our acceptableness with him. If we are slothful, inatten-
tive to opportunities, undoubtedly they will be removed from us,
and given to others, for the Lord is abundantly able to raise up one
or another to serve his cause without interfering with, or overruling
our free moral agency. Let us more and more appreciate what a priv-
ilege we enjoy in being co-laborers together with God, and especial-
ly in connection with this great service which our Lord and Master
Jesus is executing, and to fellowship in which we have been called,
as his bride and joint-heir.

They that honor God he will honor, in his own way; and his
way will always be found eventually to be the best way. We not only
are to honor the Lord by word of mouth, but especially are we to
show forth his praises in the affairs of life--in connection with home
duties, business duties, service of the truth: in all things we are to
glorify him in our bodies and spirits which are his; and those who
thus do shall be blessed indeed of the Lord and be used of him. The
slightest service here permitted us is an honor indeed, and faithful-
ness in these slight services of the present time are eventually to be
blessed and rewarded with the greater and grander service of the
Kingdom.
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R2806 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)
"LOVEST THOU ME MORE THAN THESE?"
--JOHN 21:15-22.--MAY 5.--

WE NOW come to our Lord's fifth manifestation of himself af-
ter his resurrection--some would say the seventh, not counting, as
we do, that our Lord's manifestation to Mary was the same referred
to in Matthew as his appearance to "the women," and that his show-
ing himself to Peter was in the walk to Emmaus. All of these mani-
festations, whether we count them four or six, occurred within the
first eight days after our Lord's resurrection--on the two first-days or
Sundays, and were in or near Jerusalem. What we designate the fifth
appearance was in another part of the country altogether--in Galilee-
-and was probably at least two weeks later. No account is given of
the doings of the apostles in the interim, but we can surmise them.
They probably waited in expectation at Jerusalem over the third and
possibly over the fourth Sunday after the resurrection, and were
disappointed that our Lord made no further manifestation. They then
remembered, perhaps, the message which Jesus had sent by Mary,
that he would meet them in Galilee.

Having no business further at Jerusalem, and their Master and
leader having thus disappeared, “changed,” so that altho they be-
lieved him to be no longer dead he was invisible to them except as
he would appear for a few moments talking to them, and again dis-
appear indefinitely, they were at a loss what to do, and decided to
return to their home country on the Sea of Galilee. More than this,
as active men in the prime of life, they must be doing. Several of
them had been fishermen, and Jesus had called them from their nets
to be "fishers of men," and they had left all to follow him; but now
they could no longer follow him. Everything was changed when he
was changed, so far as they could see. They could not carry on the

work longer, for what could they preach? How could they tell others
of their hopes in a King who had been crucified, and whom they,
altho he was risen, could no longer see nor point out to others? They
had not yet received their new commission; nor were they quite
ready for it.

It is not surprising that under these circumstances seven of
them with one consent, under the lead of Peter, determined to reen-
gage in the fishing business. This was the one business in which
they had experience, and that only three years before. They fished
with nets, and the habit seems to have been to do the fishing at
night. This was the very occasion Jesus was waiting for. He wished
the disciples to reach the extremity of thinking and reasoning on the
matter of his resurrection, and what they should now do, in order
that they might be prepared to receive definitely and profitably the
instructions he had to give respecting their future course. The reac-
tionary tendency to turn from preaching to the fishing business
would be sure to come; and he considered it expedient that it should
come while he was with them, that they might be profited to the
utmost in respect to it. Now that they had reembarked in the fishing
business the time had come for our Lord to demonstrate to them two
things: (1) That he had a mission for them to perform in connection
with the fishing for men which they had not yet accomplished, and
which his death and resurrection would not interfere with, but rather
stimulate and make really effective. (2) It would enable him to
demonstrate in a most practical manner that the divine power by
which he had hitherto provided for their necessities, and had at
times fed multitudes, was still his, and would be continually exer-



cised in their interest if they would continue to obey him.

It is interesting for us to note thus that while our Lord was in-
visible to the disciples they were visible to him, and all of their
plans, arrangements and doings were fully known to him; and he
was ready to take advantage of every circumstance and to make all
things work together for their good. Thus, by miraculous power
exercised in some manner unknown to us, he hindered fish from
going into their nets that night. They, not knowing the true situation,
were no doubt greatly disappointed, grieved, vexed, at their poor
success, and perhaps classed it as a part of failure and tribulation
which had in some respects followed them ever since they had es-
poused the cause of Jesus. And there is a lesson here for each and all
of the Lord's people today: ®*We know not what is for our highest
welfare. Sometimes those things which we crave and desire to grasp,
considering them to be good, might really be to our disadvantage.
Blessed are they who are able by faith to pierce the gloom of every
trial and difficulty and perplexity, and to realize that "The Lord
knoweth them that are his," and that he is causing all things to work
together for their good. So it was with the apostles: their disap-
pointment became a channel of blessed instruction.

In the dawn of the morning Jesus appeared to them as a man,
standing on the seashore. He called out to them to inquire if they
had any fish, as tho he would purchase. They replied that they had
toiled all night and caught nothing. The stranger then suggested that
they cast the net on the other side of the ship, and so humbled were
they by their disappointment that they did not stop to argue the
question and to declare that they were old experienced fishermen,
and that they did not know if he had any experience whatever; they
merely concluded that as they had been lifting and casting the net all
night they might just as well do it again, and thus demonstrate to the
stranger that there were no fish in that vicinity. But behold! immedi-
ately the net filled with great fish, so that these seven strong men
(Peter, Thomas, James, John, Nathanael, and two others whose
names are not given) were unable to draw it, and were obliged to
drag it ashore.

Immediately the disciples grasped the thought that the stranger
on the shore was Jesus, and none of them more quickly than loving
John. The devoted and impulsive Peter whose heart still burned as
he remembered the Lord's words, and perhaps as he remembered
also his own weaknesses in connection with our Lord's last night of
earth-life, could not wait for the boat to take him to the shore, but
swam,--apparently fearing lest the Master should disappear again
before he would have another opportunity to see and converse with
him. When the disciples got to shore with their netful of fish they
found, not only Jesus, but a fire and fish thereon already cooked.
Here they had the lesson that under the Lord's care and supervision
they could either be successful or unsuccessful in the fish business,
and that he had the power, not only to give them fish in the ordinary
way, but to provide cooked fish by miraculous power if it better
served his purpose so to do.

They breakfasted with Jesus, for they knew him --not by any
marks of nails, but by the miracle which he had performed. We read
rather peculiarly, "None of them durst ask him, knowing it was the
Lord;" they were so sure that it was he that they could not think of
even seeming to question the fact by inquiry. The conversation
while they breakfasted is not recorded, the Evangelist coming direct-
ly to the important words by our Lord addressed to Peter, the senior
and leader of this new fish-business partnership. He addressed Peter,
not as he had been accustomed, by his new name, Peter, but by his
old name, Simon, possibly as an intimation to Peter that he had not
manifested in the last few days the rock-like qualities implied in his
surname, and was now inclined to leave the work for the Church for
secular business. And the inquiry was most pointed, "Lovest thou
me more than these?"--boats, nets, fishing tackle, etc.? You started
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out to be my disciple, and now I ask the question, In which place is
your heart--with me in the service of the Kingdom, or in the fish
business? Peter's answer was prompt, "Lord, thou knowest that |
love thee." Jesus responded then, "Feed my lambs" --my little ones--
instead of longer following the fish business. Then Jesus said the
second time the same thing, and Peter made the same reply, and then
our Lord answered, "Take care of my sheep"--give your thought,
attention, care, to them, rather than to these fishing implements,
boats, etc. Jesus asked him the third time the same question. Peter
was grieved with this: it seemed to imply doubt on the Lord's part,
and perhaps the third time reminded him that he had denied the Lord
three times, and that now the Lord was requiring him three times to
confess his love for him. It touched a very tender spot in Peter's
heart and experiences, and we may be sure that it was not done by
our Lord, even in this delicate manner, with a view merely to pain
Peter, but with a view to his blessing, his profit. Peter's confession
this time was still stronger: "Lord, thou knowest that | love thee."
Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."

It is worthy of notice that our Lord's words on these three occa-
sions were not exactly the same altho the Common Version so rep-
resents them. In the New Testament Greek two words are used for
"love," agapee and phileo. When our Lord said "lovest" in the first
two inquiries, he used the former word, agapas, which signifies kind
love in its strongest, purest and most disinterested form; but in his
third inquiry our Lord used the other form, phileis, which signifies
attachment, duty-love, the obligatory love such as relatives bear
toward each other, even when the other, deeper, love is lacking.
Peter in all of his answers uses the latter form of the word, thus as-
severating his personal attachment and devotion to the Lord, but, in
view of recent experiences, he refrained from claiming the highest
love for which our Lord inquired. This humility was an excellent
sign, as showing that Peter had learned a needed lesson and had
ceased to boast, but rather to fear his own weakness. Our Lord's use
the third time of the word indicating duty-love grieved Peter special-
ly because by changing the word he implied--Are you sure that you
have even the duty-love, Peter? This discrimination as between
these two words is borne out by other uses of the same in the New
Testament.

DUTY-LOVE (PHILEO) ILLUSTRATED...
[For the remainder of this article see R2807 at above subtitle.]
[The below comments after this subheading also
relate to the weekly Manna Text:]

In view of Peter's prompt and unhesitating answers respecting
his filial or duty-love, the Lord gave a prophecy indicating that he
would indeed be faithful to the last; and implying that he would be a
martyr by crucifixion, his hands being extended. And tradition tells
us that Peter was faithful even unto death, and that being ordered to
be put to death by crucifixion by Nero, at his own request he was
executed head downward, as being unworthy, according to his own
statement, to be crucified as was his Lord.

Our Lord's words, "Follow me," referred not merely to a spir-
itual following, but he walked along the shore of the sea, the disci-
ples following. Peter having heard the Lord's prophetic declaration
respecting himself, seeing John near, inquired respecting his future -
-What will he do? What will happen to him? Will he be faithful unto
death, and will he also be a martyr? Our Lord's refusal to answer
may be considered rather in the light of a reproof to Peter and a
lesson to us all. We are not to question divine providence, but rather
to submit ourselves thereto. It seems to be a trait of human nature to
think of companionship even in trouble, persecution, etc., and many,
like Peter, have wondered why they should have trials and difficul-
ties different from those which came upon some others of the Lord's
flock. The Master's answer to Peter is his answer to all such: "What
is that to thee? Follow thou me." Each of us should learn the lesson
of reliance upon the Lord's wisdom in all of our affairs, whether he
has particularly indicated them or left them still obscure. We may
know of his love and wisdom and power, and may trust him where
we cannot trace him, and be contented whatever lot we see, since we
know it is his hand that it is leading.

Lord, when the thorns of earth pierce sharp and deep,
And | instead would choose the scented rose,
Let me recall Thy tender, watchful love,
And that mine inmost need Thy wisdom knows.

Ah, who can tell how far our feet might stray?
We are so prone to wander from Thy side,
If not hedged in by Thine eternal arms,
And made within Thy sheepfold to abide.





