November 15
He that saith he abideth in Him ought
himself also so to walk, even as He walked.
1 John 2:6
HE is to walk as our Lord walked, in
His general deportment and relationship to

CONTEXT
(1 John 2:5-6 KJV) "But whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily is the love of God per-
fected: hereby know we that we are in him.
{6} He that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also so to walk, even as he walked."

(1 John 3:16 KJV) "He laid down his life
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren.”

(1 John 4:12-13 KJV) "If we love one anoth-
er, God dwelleth in us, and his love is per-
fected in us. {13} Hereby know we that we
dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath
given us of his Spirit."

(1 John 3:14 KJV) "We know that we have

everything that is good and correspondingly
to avoid everything that is evil. He is to
walk as nearly as possible in the footsteps of
Jesus. This, however, does not mean that he
either should or could, in an imperfect body,
walk up to all the perfection of his Lord,

passed from death unto life, because we love
the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death."

R2648 “The Apostle John declares, "This is
[proof of our possession of] the love of God,
that we keep his commandments, and do not
find them grievous." (1 John 5:3.) He who
keeps the Lord's commandments, but who
finds them grievous, has thus an evidence
that he is not in heart-harmony with them...
"Whosoever keepeth his word [loves the
word of God, and takes pleasure not in turn-
ing, twisting and endeavoring to avoid the
force of that Word, but who keepeth or che-
risheth it, loveth it, and seeketh to conform
thereto] in him verily is the love of God
perfected.” -- 1 John 2:5.
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who even in His flesh was perfect. It means
just what it says, that we should walk as He
walked--in the same way, in the same direc-
tion, toward the same mark and standard
that He recognized and established. Z. '03-
345 R3237:5

This reminds us of our dear Redeemer,
in whom verily the love of the Father was
perfected, and who is represented by the
Prophet as saying, "I delight to do thy will,
O God; yea, thy law is within my heart."
(Psalm 40:8.) And our Lord marked out the
same spirit, as being essential to those who
would be his disciples, saying, "If ye keep
my commandments, ye shall abide in my
love, even as | have kept my Father's com-
mandments, and abide in his love." (John
15:10.)... The Lord "seeketh such to worship
him as worship him in spirit and in truth" --
such as have the spirit of righteousness, love
for righteousness, love for truth, love for all
the qualities of the divine character, and a
desire to conform thereto in thought, word
and deed.”

CHRISTLIKENESS THE EVIDENCE OF SONSHIP

"He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk even as He walked."--1 John 2:6.

TO ABIDE in Christ implies that one has first come into Him.
This gives us the thought of a Body. The Scriptures everywhere
represent the Church as being this Body, with Jesus as the Head.
"God gave Him to be Head over the Church, which is His Body."
During the Gospel Age an invitation has been given to certain per-
sons to be of this Body of Christ. There is only one door by which
these may come into the Body. It is the door of sacrifice, baptism
into Christ's death. We are accepted only by giving up our own will,
and taking instead the will of God. We pledge ourselves to walk in
Jesus' steps, to become His followers, His disciples. We are buried
with Him and rise to walk in newness of life.--Romans 6:4.

But it is not sufficient that we take these steps, not sufficient
that we have received the Holy Spirit, and have been accepted of the
Father. We should be sure that we continue to abide in Christ. Let us
ask ourselves, Are we having the experiences common to all who
are associated with Jesus? One of the ways to be sure that we are
abiding in Him is to realize that we still love Him. Another is to
know that we are still in harmony with God's Word. A third way is
that we have no will but the Lord's will. Still another is to have His
peace in our hearts and lives as the ruling and controlling influence.

PROFESSION ALONE INSUFFICIENT

Many have made a profession of being members of the Body of
Christ who do not give evidence of being His. Our text says that any
one who professes to be in Christ ought so to walk even as the Mas-
ter walked. And how did the Master walk? He lived daily in harmo-
ny with the will of the Heavenly Father. He was fully submissive to
the Father's will. And this meant sacrifice unto death-- the cruel
death of the cross.

Whoever has our Lord's spirit, and is controlled by the same
will, is a member of the Body of Christ, and will seek to walk after
this fashion, to do the will of God in all things. This will mean a
walk of holiness, of full devotion to God, and of opposition to sin.
Whoever is consecrated to God is opposed to every sinful thing; for
God and sin are in antagonism. God stands for His own righteous-
ness, and sin is a violation of that righteousness. (1 John 3:4.)
Whoever walks as Jesus walked is in harmony with the Divine Word
and will. We are not to trust to our impressions, our own concep-
tions of what is right and advantageous, as many others do; but the
Word of the Lord is to abide in us, and to govern our lives. Jesus
said, "l came not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent
Me"--"everything written in the Book." And so it is to be with us.
We must abide in Him, walk in Him, and be willing to do "every-
thing written in the Book"--not merely forcing ourselves to it, say-
ing, | will take this course; but saying, "I delight to do Thy will, O
my God; Thy law is written in my heart."--Psa. 40:7,8.

PROOFS OF SONSHIP

All who have accepted Christ claim, in a general way at least,
to be sons of God, that Christ is their Elder Brother, and that they
belong to this great family that God is selecting from the sons of

men. They consider themselves heirs with Christ to the great King-
dom to come. But not all who claim to be sons of God are such. A
great many are making this claim. Statistics tell us that there are four
hundred millions of professed Christians; but we cannot think that
many of these four hundred millions are sons of God. The Apostle
Paul calls our attention to the fact that since we cannot read the
hearts we must go by the professions which others make by mouth
and by conduct. But professions of the mouth are not to be taken as
final. We know that those who are sons of God will be led by His
Spirit. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God."

But what is the Spirit of God? Primarily it is the spirit of Truth,
the spirit of holiness, the spirit of justice, the spirit of love. And as
many as are God's children, begotten of His Holy Spirit, will make
some manifestation of their harmony with this general Spirit of God.
If they are, therefore, walking in unrighteousness, making no endea-
vor to stem the tendencies of sin in themselves, if they prefer error
rather than Truth, their fruits condemn them; for God stands for
Truth, and was exemplified in our Lord Jesus.

Whoever, therefore, has the Spirit of God, is willing to sacrifice
himself that he may serve the Truth. He loves the Truth, and will
manifest this fact by the spirit of love and zeal. Satan is the personi-
fication of sin, envy, hatred, malice, strife. Righteousness, love, joy,
peace, are fruits of the Holy Spirit. Wherever we see the works of
the Devil manifested we have reason to question that such a one is a
child of God. The spirit of envy, the spirit of hatred, the spirit of
malice, the spirit of opposition to the Truth, the spirit of unrigh-
teousness-- these are to be repudiated and overcome by all who
would be sons of God.

Yet despite one's best efforts, he might still find in his flesh
tendencies to sin which would give him a great deal of trouble. He
may take courage from the assurances of the Scriptures that the Lord
looketh on the heart. Likewise in regard to others, we should judge
according to the endeavor, the intention. Wherever the Spirit of God
is, there is the spirit of love. And this spirit will make one wish to
make reparation, if he has done wrong or been in error. To do so
shows that it was not his spirit, his will to do wrong, but that he was
merely entrapped for a time. But one who continues to do according
to his natural tendencies, with no evidence of going in the right di-
rection and of serving the Truth, has reason to doubt that he is a
child of God.

HOW WE CAN WALK AS HE WALKED

The Apostle's thought seems to be that those who profess to be
the Lord's followers, profess to be Christians, should see to it that
their walk in life is in harmony with their profession. The word dis-
ciple signifies one who follows -- as a pupil follows his teacher. We
recognize Christ as our Redeemer and also as our Pattern, our In-
structor, in the glorious things which the Father has invited us to
share with our Savior. If, therefore, we say that we are in Him, this



profession should be borne out by our walk in life. We should walk
as He walked.

But we are not perfect -- how can this be done? The answer is
that we "are not in the flesh, but in the spirit." God does not look
upon our imperfect flesh. As New Creatures we are not fleshly be-
ings, but spiritual. The Apostle is in our text speaking of that walk
that the Master had after He made consecration. He walked in this
way three and a half years. It was a walk, not according to the flesh,
but according to the Spirit. And so with us. We are walking, not
according to the flesh, but according to the New Creature. We reck-
on ourselves dead according to the flesh, and the Lord so reckons us.

If, then, we are dead to the flesh, we are not to walk according to the
desires of the flesh.

We are to walk as our Lord walked, in our general deportment.
We are to love everything that is good and to avoid everything that
is evil. We are to walk as nearly as possible in the footsteps of our
Lord and Exemplar. We cannot in an imperfect body walk up to all
the perfection of Jesus, who was perfect in His flesh as well as in
His spirit. But we are to walk as He walked--in the same path, in the
same direction, toward the same glorious goal toward which He
walked. And so doing, faithful day by day, we shall by His grace
attain the same exceeding great reward.
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FOLLOWERS OF JESUS: CROSS-BEARERS

"If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me."--Matt. 16:24.

OUR Lord's invitation to forsake all and follow him is pre-
sented in very different language from the usual invitations given in
his name today;--the thought, the sentiment, is wholly different. The
general thought today, in connection with an invitation to "Come to
Jesus," might be expressed thus:--"We invite, we urge upon you to
escape an eternity of torture, of misery, by accepting Jesus as your
Savior. It is a question of eternal happiness or eternal misery, and,
therefore, you have practically no alternative, but must accept him."
How different from this is our Lord's presentation of the matter in
this text. He says nothing whatever about there being no choice, nor
about an eternity of misery for those who do not elect to become his
followers. His words imply that it is a matter of choice with the
individual, and not a matter of compulsion in any sense of the word.

Our text contains no urging, no insistence that there is no alter-
native. On the contrary it presents to the mind obstacles which must
be encountered by those who become the Lord's followers--the
crosses they must expect; and thus it invites them to consider well
what they are doing, before taking the step. The invitation contains
neither rant nor cant, but is, in every sense of the word, logical and
reasonable, and so stated as to avoid any misunderstanding. In this
respect it corresponds with our Lord's other utterances on the sub-
ject; as, for instance, when he gave the parable of the man who pro-
posed to build a house and laid the foundation, but afterwards was
not able to complete the structure. On this parable the Lord builds
the teaching that his followers should count the cost of discipleship,
in the same cool, methodical, calculating manner in which they
would count the cost of the erection of a building; and that they
should make sure that they sufficiently desire the result to carry
forward the conditions necessary to attain them. His words are,
"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Whosoever doth not bear his
cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” He explains, fur-
ther, that this implies that he will love the Lord more than father and
mother and wife and children and brethren and sisters--yea, more
than his own life.--Luke 14:26-30.

Furthermore, it is proper that we notice the class of people to
whom the Lord addresses these searching requirements of disciple-
ship. He addressed not vile sinners, not aliens, strangers, foreigners
from God's covenants and blessings; but those who were already the
recipients of these--Israelites. Our text shows that his invitation was
addressed to those who were already, in some sense of the word at
least, our Lord's "disciples”--believers in him and, to some extent,
already cooperating with him. And so, still, we understand these
words to be applicable, not to sinners but to those who have ac-
cepted of God's grace in Christ to the forgiveness of their sins. The
Lord is seeking a very special class of followers, separate not only
from the world in general, but separate and distinct from the ordi-
nary class of followers or disciples. Without prejudice to the general
interests of the world, the blessing of which will come in due time; -
-without prejudice to the general disciple or believer, who will expe-
rience some blessing, some favors more than the world;--our text is
pointing out the conditions of that highest degree of discipleship, the
reward of which will be to be with the Master, see him as he is and
share his glory as joint-heir with him in the Kingdom which the
Father has promised him-- through the instrumentality of which
Kingdom all the ordinary disciples and the world in general shall be
eventually blessed.

Our Lord wished, evidently, to draw a sharp line of distinction
between all other classes and those followers who would walk in his
steps, bearing their crosses after him. It is of this class that he dec-
lares, "No man having put his hand to the plow and looking back is
fit for the Kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62.) This special class must be
thoroughly imbued with a zeal for God and for righteousness; must
gain some reasonable conceptions of the good things which God has
in reservation for them; must have some appreciation of the King-

dom privileges, else they will not be persevering enough, nor zeal-
ous enough, to "fight the good fight of faith" and overcome the spirit
of the world, with the Lord's assisting grace. It will require these
qualities of heart, in addition to the grace, mercy and strength which
the Lord has promised, to enable them to take up their cross and
follow the Lord in the narrow way of self-sacrifice. And it was not
only a kindness on the Lord's part to make clear and definite the
terms of the sacrifice, but it was reasonable also that he should not
inveigle any into taking such a course contrary to the true zeal of
their hearts. It was eminently proper that he should put the matter
just as he did put it and that we, as his followers and mouthpieces,
should present the matter to each other and to all who purpose to
become his disciples in the same straightforward manner.

Some might be inclined to think that urging to accept the Lord
and to seek to be his follower, with the thought that any other course
would mean eternal torture, might be considered a deception which
would work out benefit to the deceived ones--a deception which
would do good rather than harm. We dispute this. We hold, on the
contrary, that the erroneous teaching has done great injury in various
ways.

(1) Its misrepresentation of the divine methods and arrange-
ments has caused many to doubt not only the love but the justice of
God.

(2) While people have theoretically claimed that only those
who follow closely in the footsteps of Jesus and take up their
crosses, following him in self-sacrifice, will be saved, and all the
remainder of mankind be damned to eternal torture, nevertheless
few believe it, few act upon such a belief, few are making an effort
to be followers of the Lord as if they believed it; and extremely few
of the many who are not trying to take up their crosses and follow
the Lord give evidence of any fear of an eternity of torment because
of neglecting his words.

(3) As a consequence there is a nominal church of professed
followers of Christ, extremely few of whom are followers in the
sense comprehended by the Lord in the text.

(4) As a result of this, nominal Christianity and nominal dis-
cipleship having crowded out the true condition of discipleship
which our Lord specified as necessary to joint-heirship in the King-
dom, we find that nearly all the preaching and other religious efforts
and services of today are going in another direction entirely--to pro-
duce merely justified believers, and not to produce the sanctified
followers described.

(5) As a consequence, present conditions, teachings, etc., are
extremely unfavorable to the development of the very class which
this Gospel age was intended to select and perfect as joint-heirs with
their Lord in the Kingdom.

It is because, under the Lord's providences, the mists of the
dark ages are scattering and the light of the Millennial morning
creeping in, that we are privileged to see the inconsistencies and
falsities of the traditions of men which have beclouded the inspired
records; and, therefore, we are led to inquire for the "old paths,” and
to listen, not for the confused babel of error, but for the clear words
of the great Shepherd of the flock and his inspired representatives,
the apostles. Listening to these--listening to the voice of God
through these--the inspired plan of God is becoming clear and lu-
minous to us, and its every feature reasonable, harmonious and
beautiful.

It is from this standpoint that we are enabled to view our text
with pleasure; and seeing the grand designs of our Almighty Father,
are enabled to rejoice that we are accounted worthy, through our
Redeemer's merit, to be invited to walk in his footsteps and to take
up our crosses and to follow him through evil and through good
report. And we are assured of his sustaining grace by the way, and
of final victory and joint-heirship with him in the Kingdom, if we



thus continue steadfast to the end.

"If any man will come after me," signifies, If any man desires
to be a follower of mine, to walk in my steps of obedience to the
Father's will, and to share with me in the Father's reward. Such are
to know that the cost of such discipleship will be cross-bearing.
Cross-bearing signifies endurance of trials, difficulties, disappoint-
ments--the crossing of the human will and preferences by circums-
tances and conditions permitted of the Father. Our Lord's will was
fully submitted to God, so that it was his delight to do the Father's
will, and this must be our attitude to commence with; but after this
consecration has taken place comes the trial and testing. If we were
in heaven, where all is in full accord with the divine will, we could
have no crosses from the time we fully consecrated to the Lord;
because our wills being in accord with the Father's will and with all
righteousness, and there being nothing in heaven contrary to that
which is right, we would be in accord with everything, and every-
thing would be in accord with our newly consecrated minds. Our
crosses come because we are living in "this present evil world,"
because the spirit of the world is contrary to the Lord and his Spirit
of righteousness and equity, and because our Adversary, Satan, see-
keth continually to stumble and ensnare us; because, also, our new
wills are circumscribed and hindered and opposed by the desires of
our natural bodies, which are more or less in accord with the things
of this present time, its conditions, its aims, its sentiments; and be-
cause the new will strives to use the body in a manner and in a ser-
vice which, under present evil conditions, continually causes it an-
noyance and suffering. These things are to be taken into considera-
tion as the cost of discipleship--the cost of a share in the Kingdom
and its glory, honor and immortality, promised to the “called, chosen
and faithful."

"GOD KINDLY VEILS OUR EYES"

It is fortunate for us that in the outstart we do not, can not, es-
timate or appreciate the full meaning of the words, sacrifice, cross-
bearing, etc. If we could look into the future and see from the start
the various trials and difficulties to be encountered in the "narrow
way," doubtless few of us would have the courage to make the con-
secration and the start--if we could not see or appreciate, before-
hand, the rewards and blessings which under divine providence
come to us in connection with every trial--more than compensating
us for every earthly self-denial and endurance. Nor can we in ad-
vance appreciate how the Lord wishes to test our zeal and our faith,
by letting us come to the crosses of life one at a time, and letting us
see their ruggedness, --hiding from us the assisting hand by which,
as soon as we take hold of the cross and put forth our efforts, our
Lord lifts the real weight of it, so that we have no more at any time
than we are able to bear. So careful is he of all those who thus be-
come his footstep followers and cross-bearers, and prospectively his
joint-heirs in the Kingdom, that he will not "suffer them to be
tempted above that they are able, but with the temptation will pro-
vide also a way of escape."-- 1 Cor. 10:13.

SACRIFICING PRECEDES CROSS-BEARING

The first step in following the Lord is properly designated in
the Scriptures a sacrifice; but it is not a taking up of the cross. When
we sacrifice our wills, when we submit ourselves fully to the Lord, it
is the sum of all sacrifice--in the sense that the giving up of the will
means the surrender of our all to the Lord, that his will may be done
in respect to all our affairs. The will is the individual, the ego, and
holds the command, the rulership of our time, influence, abilities,
and every talent; hence the surrender of the will to God means a
surrender of all these things to him. All subsequent sacrifices which
we may make in the Lord's service are included in and represented
by this sacrifice of the will. If the will changes, draws back, ceases
to be obedient to God, ceases to be submissive to his arrangements,
the whole condition changes and the relationship to God as a mem-
ber of the body of Christ terminates. But if the will continues faith-
ful to God and desirous of serving him and his cause, though the
service and cross-bearing be not done faithfully, the Lord will carry
such through, and by chastisements and corrections in righteousness
they shall ultimately be "saved so as by fire"--by tribulation. This is
the essence of the doctrine of "the final perseverance of the saints."
So long as they continue to be consecrated--to have their wills sanc-
tified to the Lord--they continue to be his, even should they, from
lack of zeal, fail to win the prize offered to the zealous, the "over-
comers."

But if the will remain loyal to the Lord, and the crosses are ap-
proached and lifted and borne in faith and trust, not only will the
Lord's grace suffice, but his comfort and assistance will be given in
the narrow way;--so that its trials and difficulties may be esteemed
as "light afflictions, but for a moment." Eventually this class shall be
the victors, joint-heirs with the Master in his Kingdom, because by

his assisting grace they shall have walked in his footsteps faithfully,
even unto death--and that with greater ease and peace and joy and
satisfaction than others who with less zeal seek to avoid the crosses
of their consecration.

The statement that the consecration of the will --its surrender,
its sacrifice, that the Lord's will may be received instead--is not one
of the crosses we are called on to bear, may need further explana-
tion. In order for the sacrifice of our wills to be acceptable to the
Lord at all, it must be no cross to us; the desire to give up our own
will and to accept God's will must be a joy, a pleasure. Our wills
must be sacrificed willingly, else the sacrifice will not be accepted
of the Lord, and we shall have neither part nor lot with him. Unless
the will be joyfully resigned to the Lord's will, all subsequent sacri-
ficing or cross-bearing will count nothing whatever to our advan-
tage. Our Master's expression respecting the surrender, the sacrifice,
of his will to do the Father's will, illustrates this matter clearly; and
it will be noticed from the language that there was no cross con-
nected therewith.

Our Lord's sentiments were, "l delight to do thy will, O my
God; yea, thy law is within my heart." (Psa. 40:8.) And so all who
would be his disciples must not only count the cost of cross-bearing
because of the opposition of the world, the flesh and the devil, but
they must have a somewhat similar spirit to that of our Lord in con-
nection with the sacrificing of their wills; they, too, must delight to
have God's will done in them--delight to surrender or sacrifice their
own wills. Let us see this clearly, and if there is anything lacking in
respect to the sacrifice of our wills let us give it our first attention.
He who has completely sacrificed his will to the Lord's will has
gained the victory at the start which will make all the remainder of
the "narrow way" comparatively easy. He who has merely hacked
and mutilated his will instead of killing it outright, will find extra
difficulty at every step of his journey, and can never gain the victory
until he has finished the sacrifice which he imperfectly began.

IN WHAT DOES CROSS-BEARING CONSIST?

The Master's cross-bearing did not consist in fighting the
weaknesses of the flesh, for he had none; nor are these weaknesses
of the flesh our crosses. Because all our weaknesses of the flesh are
fully covered by the merit of our Lord's sacrifice; our standing be-
fore God is as New Creatures and not as imperfect fleshly creatures-
-the imperfections of the flesh, which are contrary to our wills and
opposed by them, being fully pardoned by the Lord. ¥ The Lord's
cross-bearing consisted in the doing of the Father's will under unfa-
vorable conditions. This course brought upon him the envy, hatred,
malice, strife, persecution, etc., of those who thought themselves to
be God's people, but whom our Lord, who read their hearts, declared
to be of their father, the devil. We are not able to read the hearts of
those about us who profess to be the Lord's people, yet we may be
sure that there are plenty still who profess the name of God and of
Christ and who have none of his Spirit and are not his children, but
are the children of the Adversary,--begotten of an evil spirit.

Since we are walking in the same "narrow way" that our Master
walked, we may reasonably expect that our crosses will be of similar
kind to his--oppositions to our doing the will of our Father in hea-
ven-- oppositions to our serving his cause and letting the light shine
out as our Master and Leader directed. It is a pleasure for us to do
the Father's will--no cross about that. We delight not only to conse-
crate our wills, but the Lord's law of righteousness is in our hearts to
such an extent that we delight to serve the right, the Truth. Our
cross-bearing comes when we find that the Truth, so beautiful to us,
so charming, is hated by others and draws upon us their anger, ma-
lice, hatred, as the same truths drew the same opposition upon our
Master. Our faithfulness in cross-bearing consists in our willingness
to stand up for the Truth and for every principle of righteousness; --
meekly, humbly, yet firmly, speaking the truth in love, no matter
what the cost of friendships broken or enmities enkindled, or evil
words spoken against us falsely for the Truth's sake.

Our Master forewarned us of just such experiences when he
spoke of our crosses in following him. He was explaining the matter
more fully when he said, "Marvel not if the world hate you, ye know
that it hated me before it hated you." "If ye were of the world the
world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but |
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." If
they have called the Master of the house Beelzebub, --prince of
devils,--think it not strange if they will call his followers by evil
names also. Yea, he forewarned us, "They shall say all manner of
evil against you, falsely, for my sake." He even implied that some
who are not children of the devil would be found amongst the perse-
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cutors of the cross-bearers, and assured us that some of these would
verily think that they were doing God service. And are they not
doing God and us also a service in the sense that Satan is serving
God's purposes in the present time, in the persecution of the
Church;--in making her path a "narrow" one, and filling it with diffi-
culties; that thus the Lord's faithful cross-bearers might be tested and
proven, and that he might thus select and purify unto himself a pecu-
liar people, zealous of good works and zealous of the Truth?
CROSS-BEARERS MUST BATTLE WITH THE FLESH, ALSO

While we pointed out, foregoing, that cross-bearing is quite
separate from battling with the weaknesses of the flesh, nevertheless
whoever has the mind of Christ, whoever is seeking to be a cross-
bearer and to stand up as a representative of the Lord and the Truth
in the midst of a wicked and perverse generation, as an ambassador
of God, will surely realize that he could not be an acceptable ambas-
sador and could not claim that his will is sacrificed to the Lord's
will, if he did not strive against the weaknesses and imperfections in
himself as well as stand for the general principles of righteousness
and truth everywhere. The Apostle included this thought and much
more in this expression,--"He that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also so to walk, even as he walked." (1 John 2:6.) {#He is to
walk as our Lord walked, in his general deportment and relationship
to everything that is good; and correspondingly to avoid everything
that is evil. He is to walk as nearly as possible in the footsteps of
Jesus.

This, however, does not mean that he either should or could, in
an imperfect body, walk up to all the perfection of his Lord, who
even in the flesh was perfect. It means just what it says, that we
should walk as he walked--in the same way, in the same direction,
toward the same mark and standard that he recognized and estab-
lished. The Apostle Paul gives us a suggestion along this line, very
helpful when rightly understood. His words are, "The righteousness
of the law is fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after the
Spirit." (Rom. 8:4.) To walk after the flesh is to walk after sin--to
knowingly, willingly, intentionally, do those things which we recog-
nize to be contrary to the divine will, even though we should not go
to the extreme of wickedness. So, likewise, to walk after the Spirit
does not mean to walk up to the standard of the Spirit, which would
be impossible for us who were born in sin, shapen in iniquity, and
thus blemished by sin according to the flesh. As "New Creatures"
we are living in the earthly tabernacle, which is imperfect; and so
long as we are thus limited, we cannot do all that we would. As
"New Creatures," begotten of the holy Spirit, we desire to do per-
fectly. We desire that every thought, word and act should be perfect
in the sight of our heavenly Father,--as perfect as were those of our
dear Redeemer; but this we know from the Scriptures and from ex-
perience is impossible. We are glad, therefore, that the Lord shows
us, as in this statement of the Apostle, that what he requires is that
we should walk after the Spirit;--that he does not require of us that
we should walk up to it, which would be an impossibility.

It is because we could not walk up to the Spirit, up to the per-
fect standard of the divine requirement, that God has mercifully
provided an arrangement of grace on our behalf. By this grace, those
who start as members of the body of Christ, to walk in the footsteps
of Jesus--to walk henceforth not after the flesh, but on the contrary
to walk after the Spirit, and as nearly as possible up to the Spirit's
requirements-- have their deficiencies made up for them by their
Redeemer's meritorious sacrifice. The divine arrangement for this is
a unique one, which adapts itself to the various conditions and cir-
cumstances of each and all called to walk in this narrow way. If one
by reason of being well born and having a good environment has for
this reason a better balanced and equipped mortal body in which the
new mind can exercise itself with the greater freedom;--and if such a
one by reason of these advantages be able to walk nearer to the Spi-
rit's standard than a less favored brother, whose will, however, is
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equally loyal to the Lord, the divine arrangement is that each shall
have imputed to him grace sufficient,--so that both may be counted
perfect--counted as having walked up to the Spirit's requirements.

This matter may be more clearly before our minds if we im-
agine a scale marked off from naught (0) to one hundred (100)--a
scale on which we will suppose moral stamina to be measurable, one
hundred representing the full, complete character which God re-
quires. On this scale imagine five brethren with different degrees of
physical imperfections, yet all fully consecrated to the Lord, all
seeking to the best of their ability to "walk not after the flesh but
after the Spirit"--as nearly up to the full (one hundred) standard as
possible. One has ten points of character, another twenty, another
thirty, another forty, another fifty. From the Lord's standpoint, be-
cause they are all trusting in Christ and walking in his way, and
seeking to do his will, they are all counted as up to the full standard,
one hundred--all acceptable with the Lord--the weakest as well as
the strongest of them. This wonderful divine arrangement for man's
necessities tells of the wisdom of God as well as of his mercy and
love. Who else could have devised such an equitable plan, by which
whosoever cometh unto the Father through the Redeemer, with full
consecration of heart, of will, and full intention of life, might be
acceptable --nothing short of perfection being acceptable.

It is for this reason that we are told that we are reckonedly justi-
fied--"justified by faith." Mark now the words of the Apostle,
"Where sin abounded, there did grace so much more abound." He
here expresses a general principle of the divine arrangement. Those
hearing the invitation in this present time, and desiring to accept
God's grace and call, are all thus put on an equality: he who has little
character with many weaknesses and imperfections, has accredited
to him of the Lord's grace and merit proportionately; he who has
more of character naturally and who needs, therefore, less of grace,
gets also according to his needs. But let it be clearly noted that there
is "none righteous, no, not one"--none who can come up to the di-
vine standard. All need to have the Lord's merit imputed to them,
and hence the Lord makes this arrangement for all who would ap-
proach him and accept his favor, his call to joint-heirship with his
Son. They can have neither part nor lot in the matter until they have
acknowledged their own imperfections and have accepted the im-
puted merits of our Redeemer, "In whom we have redemption
through his blood."

All of the Lord's people--not all of the nominal church, not
merely nominal disciples, but the true followers mentioned in the
text--are not only walking in the same pathway, but similarly all find
it narrow and difficult. Similarly all in this pathway have the same
spirit, mind or disposition--to do the Father's will and to serve his
cause. This is the Spirit of Christ, and by it all men may take know-
ledge of his disciples; they, like him, will be loyal to the principles
of righteousness and truth. They will be willing to suffer opposition
and persecution for the Truth's sake, for righteousness' sake, and
thus with him to be cross-bearers.

The Apostle Paul brings out this thought when, writing to the
Corinthians respecting Titus, he asks, "Walked we not in the same
spirit? Walked we not in the same steps?" (2 Cor. 12:18.) Assuredly
Paul and Titus must have been walking in the same spirit and the
same steps if they were both walking in the Spirit and steps of the
Master,--taking up life's crosses and following him. And this, dear
brethren and sisters, will be true of each and all of us. While we
each have our individual peculiarities and differences of tempera-
ment, conditions, surroundings, opportunities, etc., the same spirit
and the same steps can be noted in all who are followers of the
Lamb. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." If
any man walk not in the footsteps of Jesus he is not one of his fol-
lowers, in this special sense pointed out by our text, and consequent-
ly would not be one of the joint-heirs in the Kingdom. But let us
keep in memory the Lord's assurance that his grace is sufficient for
us, and that his strength is made perfect in our weakness, and that
this is the victory that overcometh the world--even our faith.

ONE OF GOD’S FAITHFUL AND THE
SECRETS OF HIS SERVICE

One of Gods faithful of the past was
asked the secret of his service.

His Answer was "There was a day when
| died, literally utterly died. Died to myself,
my opinions, preferences, tastes, and will.
Died to the world its approval or sensor. Died
to the approval or blame of my brethren and
friends. And since then | have studied only to

show myself approved unto God. And is this
not just what the Lord asked of his disciples.
"He that would be my disciple let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow
me."

And as another has said self denial is not
cutting off an indulgence here and there, but
laying the ax to the root of the tree of self, of
which all indulgences are only greater or
smaller branches -- self righteousness and self
trust, self seeking and self pleasing, self will,

self defense, self glory. These are a few of the
myriad branches of the equally rooted tree.

Cross bearing likewise is the cross on
which the self line is crucified. The cross of
voluntary self renunciation -- just as did our
Lord when he made himself of no reputation
and took upon him the form of a servant was
made in the likeness of men and became ob-
edient unto death, even the death of the cross.
(Selected)





