November 30

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the age. Mattthew 28:20

SURELY He who was careful to su-
pervise the sowing work is not less interest-
ed and careful in respect to the reaping. Let
us then thrust in the sickle of Truth with
energy and courage, remembering that we

(2 Co 9:8 KJV) “And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work: ”

Angelophone Pg 63 "HOW CAN WE KEEP
FROM SINGING?... As years go by the
Christian's experiences, if they are proper
ones, grow richer and richer. Earthly joys
and comforts may be taken away to prove his
faithfulness and loyalty to God; but the fact
that he is still in relationship to the Father and
the Son is a source of continuous pleasure. It
offsets all his losses. His faith grows stronger
under trials. His inmost calm is the more
serene. He looks forward trustingly, realizing
his Master to be the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. He feels like singing, yea, often
like shouting, so filled is he with the spirit,
and a sense of the Divine presence."

R3166 "Lo. | am with vou alwayv. even unto
the end of the world!"—Matt. 28:20 ...

The Golden Text of this lesson con-
tains a precious thought,—that the Lord has
been with his representatives in all their
labors of love and self-denial, throughout
the entire age, noting their efforts, assisting,
encouraging, sustaining them, and surely
watering and refreshing all who are making
his service their special object in life,—
ministering his grace to others, watering and
feeding them. And if this has been true in
the past, all through the age, how specially
true we may realize it to be now, in the end
of the age, in the time of harvest, in the time
of our Lord's second presence!...

Let these thoughts quicken us to fresh
and greater energies, and to an appreciation
of the fact that the things of this present
time are but transitory (both its joys and its
sorrows); and that the ambitions and hopes
of the world are not worthy of comparison
with these noble and laudable ambitions to
serve and to please our Master...”

R4185"LO, | AM WITH THEE ALWAY ...
Evidently our Lord did not intend that we
should understand these words of the Golden
Text to mean that he would be personally
present in the world throughout the age.
Rather we must understand him, in harmony
with other statements... How glad we are that
it is our great privilege to be living now in the
time of the parousia, the presence of the Lord,
and to have his special supervision in the
same manner as when he was present with his
disciples during those forty days before he
ascended."

(Joh 14:21 KJV) “He that hath my com-
mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and | will love him, and
will manifest myself to him.”

R3251 “(John 14:21,23...Notice that this
promise of the abiding presence of the Fa-
ther and the Son is to those who have and
keep the commandments of the Lord Je-
sus. Those, therefore, who ignore the Word

serve the Lord Christ, remembering that we
are not responsible for the harvest but mere-
ly for our energy in gathering what ripe
"wheat" we can find. If the labor be great
for the finding of a few grains of ripe wheat
we are to rejoice the more in those we do
find, and learn to love and appreciate that
which is scarce and precious. Let us re-

of the Lord and have not his command-
ments—who do not know what they are,
and hence cannot keep them, but who
hearken to the voice of their own imagina-
tions and note all the changing states of
their own feelings...”

R1532 “Our Lord prayed for his disciples,
saying, "Sanctify them through thy truth;
thy word is truth." The knowledge of the
truth is the sanctifying power, the peace-
and-joy-imparting power, and is the pre-
cious evidence of divine grace or favor.
Those who expect to be sanctified without
this divinely provided agency and who ex-
pect to enjoy abiding peace without it, make
a great mistake... They may for a time, up-
on a very slight knowledge of the truth,
build up beautiful castles of wood, hay and
stubble, with here and there a precious stone
of truth, and for a time be filled with even
ecstatic joy over them; but soon such flimsy
structures must fall, and the transient joy
end in bitter disappointment--in a loss of
both joy and peace and, measurably at least,
of the realization of the divine favor.

But such disappointments are never re-
alized by those whose peace has its fountain
in_the perennial springs of God's eternal
truth; for, the Apostle says, he "hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him
that hath called us to glory and virtue." But
this knowledge of God is not only an intel-
lectual knowledge of his great and loving
plan: it includes also a personal acquaint-
ance with God, a heart to heart communion
and fellowship with him--an established
sympathy of love and common interest and
co-operation. Such a knowledge or ac-
guaintance with God is gained through the
study of his precious word with reverence
and diligence, through the personal applica-
tion of the principles of that word in every
day life and through secret prayer and
communion with God.”

(1 Co 3:10-15 KJV) “I have laid the founda-
tion, and another buildeth thereon. But let
every man take heed how he buildeth there-
upon. (11) For other foundation can no man
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
(12) Now if any man build upon this foun-
dation gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, stubble; (13) Every man's work shall be
made manifest: for the day shall declare it,
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man's work of what sort
it is. (14) If any man's work abide which he
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a re-
ward. (15) If any man's work shall be
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

THE FATHER AND THE SON’S
ABIDING PRESENCE

(Joh 14:23 KJV) “Jesus answered and said
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my
words: and my Father will love him, and we

member, too, while using all the wisdom we
can in this service, that the Lord's object in
giving us a share in His work is not so much
what we can accomplish as in the blessing
that the labor will bring upon us. Z. '01-155
R2811:4

will come unto him, and make our abode
with him.”

R1570 “To have the truth and to keep it is
not merely to accept it on the recommenda-
tion of some friend, and because it gives
some comfort and costs nothing, and to hold
it until some other presumed friend dazzles
the unsettled mind with some fanciful theo-
ry. The promise of the abiding presence of
the Father and the Son is not to such. Christ
is not in them; Christ is in the humble and
sincere ones. He and the Father love and
abide with them.

But how? To illustrate--a friend ac-
companying another to a railway station
said, as he was about to board the train,
"Remember, | will be with you all the way."
He meant that his thoughts would be with
his friend and that he would be concerned
for his welfare, etc. In a similar, and yet in a
fuller and broader sense, the Lord is ever
present with his people. He is always think-
ing of us, looking out for our interests,
guarding us in danger, providing for us in
temporal and spiritual things, reading our
hearts, marking every impulse of loving
devotion to him, shaping the influences
around us for our discipline and refining
and hearkening to our faintest call for aid or
sympathy or fellowship with him. He is
never for a moment off guard, whether we
call to him in the busy noon hours or in the
silent watches of the night. And not only is
the Lord Jesus thus present, but the Father
also. How blessed the realization of such
abiding faithfulness! And no real child of
God is devoid of this evidence of his adop-
tion. Sometimes it is more manifest than at
others; as, for instance, when some special
trial of faith or patience or endurance neces-
sitates the special call for special help, and
forthwith comes the grace sufficient with a
precious realization of its loving source.
Thus

"E'en sorrow, touched by heaven,

grows bright
With more than rapture's ray,
As darkness shows us worlds of light
We never saw by day."

Every true child of God has these pre-
cious evidences of sonship, and the roughest
places in his pathway are so illuminated
with divine grace that they become the
brightest, and memory continues to refer to
them with thankfulness; and faith and hope
and love grow strong and inspiring.

Our Lord always links the progress and
development of our spiritual life with our
receiving and obeying the truth, and every
child of God should beware of that teaching
which claims to be in advance of the Word,
and that Christ or the holy Spirit speaks to
such advanced Christians independently of
the Word. The snare is a most dangerous
one. It cultivates spiritual pride and boast-
fulness, and renders powerless the warnings
and expostulations of the sacred Scriptures
because the deluded ones think they have a
higher teacher dwelling in them. And Satan,



taking advantage of the delusion, leads them
captive at his will...

Let us endeavor to have more and more
of the mind, the spirit of God--to have his
word abide in us richly (John 15:7; Col.
3:16)--to have and to keep his command-
ments, that the abiding presence of the Fa-
ther and the Son may be with us; and that,
realizing that the Christ character and life
are definitely formed in us, the hope of glo-
ry may be ours; for our Lord said, "Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but
he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven." (Matt. 7:21.) How careful then
should we be in seeking both to know and
to do the will of God.”

AS THE WATER FROM THE SMITTEN
ROCK FOLLOWED ISRAEL,
SO GOD’S FAVOR FOLLOWS US

(1 Co 10:2-6 KJV) “And were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; (3)
And did all eat the same spiritual meat; (4)
And did all drink the same spiritual drink:
for they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them: and that Rock was Christ.
(5) But with many of them God was not
well pleased: for they were overthrown in
the wilderness. (6) Now these things were
our examples, to the intent we should not
lust after evil things, as they also lusted.”

R5285 "St. Paul, by inspiration, points out
to us that that rock represented Christ, that
the smiting of the rock represented the put-
ting of Christ to a shameful death, but that
only by this means is the Water of Life pro-
vided for those who desire to be the people
of God. As the waters of that rock followed
the Israelites, so the stream of God's favor,
through the sacrifice of Christ, refreshes
Christ's disciples throughout their wilder-
ness journey."

R2299 "As the grace which flows to us
through Christ comes as a result of his being
smitten for us, his death on our behalf, so
the waters flowed to Israel as a result of the

smiting of the typical rock. It was dry before
the smiting-the waters gushed forth after the
smiting. And not only did they drink of the
waters freely at that time, but the waters
formed a brook which went with them for a
long time in their subsequent journey
through the wilderness. Thus they did all
drink of the same spiritual drink-of the
drink which had a spiritual significance, for
they drank of the rock which was typical or
had a spiritual significance, the waters of
which went with them, and that rock was
Christ in type, and that water represented
the grace of God in Christ."

R5547 “JEHOVAH'S ABIDING PRES-
ENCE WITH HIS PEOPLE "My presence
shall go with thee, and | will give thee
rest."--Exodus 33:14...

The closer we live to the Lord, and the
greater our faith, the more we shall realize
the Divine direction, and the more we shall
make use of the means He has provided for
our strengthening and upholding. We may
call upon Him in time of trouble; we may go
to Him in prayer; and He never fails those
who put their trust in Him and earnestly
seek to walk in His appointed way. This
being true, we may go forth upon our jour-
ney in perfect trust and confidence. Having
consecrated our all to the Lord, we are to
seek for His guidance, for His presence is
with us, in all the affairs of our life.

Few have such mighty burdens to carry
as Moses had. But all of God's children
have burdens to bear, and important respon-
sibilities are resting upon each of us who
have taken upon us the vows of our God.
Each member of the Body of Christ, the true
Israel of God, is privileged to have the con-
tinual guidance of the Lord in every experi-
ence of our wilderness journey. Heavenly
Manna is furnished for our daily sustenance.
The Water of Life flows out to us for our
daily refreshing, from the smitten Rock of
Ages. Our Father's chastening rod restrains
us when we are in danger, or when we wan-
der into any forbidden path. How lovingly
He brings us back into the right way, and
heals our wounds, and graciously forgives

R2808 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)

our stumblings and weaknesses! Surely we
may have implicit confidence in our Heav-
enly Guide.

R1914 "Psa 27:1,4... The more desperate
and determined the foes we encounter and
the more fierce the conflict with the powers
of darkness, the more glorious is the deliv-
erance and the clearer are the manifestations
of divine grace. And, as a consequence,
faith takes deeper root...

So it was with David; and so it is with
God's faithful people who lead a life of
prayer and faith and close fellowship with
God. Such fellowship with God in adversity
and in prosperity naturally tends more and
more to center the heart's affections and
desires in God...

The language of their hearts is, "Oh,
how love | thy law; it is my meditation all
the day." "l have meat to eat that ye [who
are of the world] know not of;" for "It is my
delight to do thy will, O God."...

Courage, born of faith and strengthened
by endurance, cries with humble boldness in
the midst of the deepest darkness of the
most perplexing difficulties, and in the
midst of the wildest storms and most threat-
ening dangers, "The Lord is my light and
my salvation; whom shall | fear? the Lord is
the strength of my life; of whom shall | be
afraid?"

R1865 “Through all the list of earth's trials
and cares, its wants and its woes, its be-
reavements and disappointments and calam-
ities and distresses, its failures and short-
comings and sins and mistakes, we may take
them all to the Lord in prayer and receive
that strength and sympathy and consolation
and help we so much need. Let us live in the
presence of the Father and the Son who
have promised to abide with us. It will
sweeten our days and comfort our nights
and ease our burdens and lighten our cares
and brighten our hopes, and, in a word, it
will lift us up above the world into a higher
and purer atmosphere. Such is the will of
heaven concerning us: let us appreciate and
avail ourselves of the privilege.”

THE CHURCH'S GREAT COMMISSION

--MATT. 28:16-28.--MAY 12.--

"Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world [age]."

OUR Lord's next manifestation to his disciples was near the
close of the forty days of his invisible presence after his resurrection.
It was, according to our reckoning, the sixth occasion of the kind,
and much more marked in some respects than previous ones, for, in
common with others, we believe that at this time our Lord manifest-
ed himself not only to the eleven apostles mentioned in our lesson,
but also to the whole multitude of believers whom the Apostle Paul
mentions as being "over five hundred brethren." (1 Cor. 15:6.) This
meeting, we are informed, was by special appointment of time and
place; hence there was an opportunity for all the deeply interested
ones to be gathered together. Dr. Bordman suggests some of those
composing this number to have been "the eleven apostles; the seven-
ty evangelists; Mary of Nazareth; Mary of Magdala; Mary of Betha-
ny; Mary the wife of Cleophas; Mary the mother of John Mark;
Martha, and Joanna and Susanna, and the woman of Jacob's Well;
Peter's wife's mother and the impotent man of Bethsaida; the centu-
rion of Capernaum and the widow of Nain; the penitent woman of
Simon's feast and the woman healed on the way; Jairus and his
daughter and Bartimeus; the Syro-Phoenician woman, and the deaf
mute of Decapolis; the grateful leper of Samaria and the woman
bound with the spirit of infirmity; Zacchaeus and Lazarus, whom he
raised from the dead; and the blind and deaf and mute and halt and
palsied and lunatic whom he had healed; and Joseph and Nicode-

mus.” We would certainly expect these to be amongst our Lord's
friends who had great confidence in him, and who, after experienc-
ing great disappointment respecting his death would have great
hopes enkindled in their hearts through the reports of the apostles of
his resurrection and his manifestations to them.

Wise was the plan which gave to his followers the "infallible
proofs" of his resurrection, and the instructions necessary to appre-
ciation of the same, in so gradual a manner as we have seen. Three
manifestations on the day of our Lord's resurrection; one a week
later, on the eighth day; the fifth probably two weeks later on the
22nd day after his resurrection, and now the sixth manifestation,
probably ten days after that, about the thirty-second day. Thus grad-
ually the two lessons necessary were taught: (1), the fact of our
Lord's resurrection, that he was no longer dead but alive; and (2)
that he was "changed," that he was no longer “the man Christ Je-
sus," but that he was now "a quickening spirit," manifesting the
powers and attributes which they knew belonged to spirit beings --
invisibility and power to appear in various forms as a man--power to
come and go as the wind, none knowing whence he came or whither
he went.--John 3:8.

We note the wisdom manifested in the order of the appearances
also: first to Mary, who seems to have been a woman full of faith as
well as full of zeal, and one whose word would have influence with



the apostles; next Peter, a leader amongst them, was convinced; then
the remainder of the eleven, except Thomas, who doubted; then the
eleven, Thomas included, and perhaps some of the women with
them, not mentioned; then what would seem to them the long inter-
im of non-appearance, in which some of them started back again to
the fishing business; then the convincing of these that the risen Lord
had all the power that he ever possessed, and was as able to be with
them and to guide them and to provide for their necessities as when
he was a man, and with them daily in the flesh; then the instruction
of them that their mission should still be to feed his sheep and his
lambs; and his appointment for this general meeting, which would
be rendered doubly forceful by reason of its previous appointment.

The time had come; the friends of Jesus were gathered; for
nearly five weeks they had been studying the great lessons of divine
providence connected with the death and resurrection of the Lord,
and how all these could happen to him and he still be the promised
Messiah--yea, as he explained, how all these things were necessary
to him in order that he might be the Messiah and accomplish all the
great and wonderful work predicted in Holy Writ--how he must first
suffer to redeem mankind, before, as the King of Glory, he should
be fully authorized and empowered to bless them with eternal life
and all the privileges and blessings proper to the redeemed and rec-
onciled.

When they saw him they worshiped him, "but some doubted."
The ones who doubted we cannot reasonably suppose to have been
any of the eleven apostles, for they were fully satisfied, thoroughly
convinced, and had so expressed themselves previously. Those who
doubted must, we think, have been of the "five hundred brethren"
present at this appointed meeting, who had had no previous inter-
course with him since his resurrection, and some of whom, we may
reasonably suppose, were much weaker in the faith than the apostles
and the special friends already communed with. The statement that
"some doubted" is an evidence of the candor of the Evangelist's
record. It shows us, too, that the Lord's followers were not over
credulous, but rather disposed to sift and weigh the evidences pre-
sented, and the subsequent zeal, energy and self-sacrificing spirit of
those who believed gives us abundant evidence of the sincerity of
their convictions respecting our Lord's resurrection, which they as
well as we recognize to be the very keystone of our faith in him. If
Christ be not risen our faith is vain and we are yet in our sins.-- 1
Cor. 15:17.

When our Lord appeared his message was the very one they
needed to have impressed, and which he had been to some extent
impressing at his previous appearances. It was that all power in
heaven and in earth had been given unto him. We are not to under-
stand by this that the Father had abdicated or surrendered any of his
own power or authority, but rather are to remember that, as the
Apostle Paul elsewhere states, in any such declaration the Father is
always excepted. (1 Cor. 15:27.) Nor are we to understand that our
Lord meant that power and authority were given him to set aside or
overrule or violate any feature of the divine law and plan. We are
rather to understand his words to mean this: | came into the world to
do the Father's will, and by manifesting my obedience to that will,
and fulfilling its demands, to not only redeem mankind from the
sentence of death through Adam, but also to secure to myself the
title and authority promised of the Father to belong to the Messiah.
From the time | made my consecration | was reckoned to be the
Messiah, but my Messiahship depended upon my faithfulness even
unto death--even the death of the cross. | was faithful in this, and as
a reward the Father has raised me up from the dead, a partaker of the
divine nature, and the heir of all the gracious promises and blessings
before mentioned as pertaining to Messiah. All this Messianic power
and authority that was once mine reckonedly or prospectively is now
mine actually; for I have finished the work which the Father gave
me to do, and that acceptably; and its acceptance has been manifest-
ed in my resurrection to my present condition of spiritual glory and
power.-- Acts 17:31.

"Therefore go ye, disciple all nations." Their commission to go
and spread him as Messiah was based on the fact that the Father had
accepted his work, finished at Calvary, and had recognized him with
full authority as Messiah, by his resurrection from the dead: there-
fore we may preach Jesus, the power of God and the channel of all
his promised mercies and blessings to all who have "an ear to hear,"
to all nations, and not, as previously, to the Jewish nation only.

Following the assurance of his authority as the Messiah, our
Lord, addressing especially the eleven apostles, but indirectly, with
and through them, addressing all his followers, gave them and us the
great commission under which we, his people, have since been op-
erating. It might be termed the ordination of his apostles and all his
followers as preachers, ambassadors, members of the royal priest-

hood, speaking and teaching in the name of the Master, the fully
empowered Messiah. The commission divides itself into three parts:
(1) "Make disciples of all nations;" (2) "baptizing them;" (3) "teach-
ing them." The word teach, in the Common Version (vs. 19) is not
from the same Greek word rendered "teach™ in vs. 20. The word in
vs. 19 signifies proselytizing or making disciples of. The word
"teach™ in vs. 20 signifies instruct.

A wrong thought is derived from this text by many students of
the Scriptures, when they consider it to mean, Go and convert all
nations. This is not the thought, but rather, Go ye and gather con-
verts from all nations, and baptize them and teach them, etc. This
view is in accord with our Master's declaration on other occasions,
in which he testified that they would not be converted at his second
coming, but quite the reverse: "When the Son of Man cometh, shall
he find faith on the earth?" This interpretation is in harmony with
our Lord's statement in Matt. 24:14, "This Gospel of the Kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all the nations;
and then shall the end come." Whoever gets the wrong thought re-
specting the commission is apt to take the wrong action in his en-
deavor to comply with it. Those who have concluded that the Lord
intended the conversion of the world are led to various subterfuges,
both in mind and in conduct, in order to attempt to carry out the
commission they misunderstand. This is leading some at the present
time to ignore the Scriptural definition of the terms of membership
in Christ's Kingdom --to lower the standard both of faith and of
conduct, in order to admit a larger proportion of the human family
and in order to, if possible, convince themselves and others that the
world is growing better and being converted. Some have not only
concluded that the preaching of the cross of Christ and faith in the
redemption is unnecessary but have even gone further than this, and
have claimed that even a historical knowledge of Christ is unneces-
sary, and that heathen religions are to be esteemed as part of the
preaching of the Gospel, and that the heathen obedience to their
religious customs is to be esteemed as obedience to the Gospel.
Thus more or less false views of the commission are leading astray
many who see no hope in any other way of ever attaining to that
which our Lord commissioned nearly nineteen centuries ago, and
which otherwise they would feel has thus far failed most miserably,
and has no hope of ever being accomplished.

On the other hand we hold that the commission rightly read and
understood has been fulfilled; that the message of Christ and the
Kingdom has been proclaimed, directly or indirectly, with more or
with less force and energy, in every nation under heaven, and that as
a result some from every nation have been made disciples; and that
incidentally a "witness" has been given to all the peoples of the earth
respecting the redemption and the divine provision for salvation
through the Redeemer. Of these disciples gathered out of all nations
by the message of the Lord a "little flock™ will be found to whom it
will be the Father's good pleasure to give the Kingdom, in joint-
heirship with Jesus in glory as the Seed of Abraham, through whom,
in the Millennial age to follow this, all the families of the earth shall
be blessed. From this standpoint only can our Lord's commission be
properly appreciated and its fulfilment recognized.

DISCIPLING THE WORLD

The work of the Evangelist comes first-- Go, make disciples of
as many as will hear your message. The word "disciple™ signifies
pupil, and those interested through the evangelist are only supposed
to be pupils in the school of Christ, in the primary department. As
they become instructed in righteousness their full consecration is in
order, as represented in baptism--death to self and to the world--
buried with Christ by baptism into his death. (Rom. 6:3-5.) Then
comes the third step, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
Christ commanded. Any neglect of this commission and its order of
procedure means comparative failure; and yet on every hand we see
that its specific features are neglected. We find the majority of pro-
fessed Christians giving the baptism first, in a wrong order as well
as of a wrong kind. Secondly, they disciple them into sectarian de-
nominations and make them members of these, and get them to con-
secrate their money and energies to these rather than to the Lord.
Thirdly, having thus gotten them into sectarian bondage they neglect
them, and go out after others, failing entirely to give them the
"teaching"” which the Lord indicates is necessary as a preparation for
joint-heirship in his Kingdom--teaching respecting the divine char-
acter and plan, and the graces of the holy spirit and the necessity for
rooting out the spirit of worldliness and selfishness, and developing
the spirit of the Lord,--meekness, gentleness, patience, brotherly
kindness, love.

To follow the Lord's instruction the Royal Priesthood should
first, when discipling, inform those who have ears to hear that they
are sinners through the fall;--imperfect in thought, in word and in



act; and consequently unacceptable to God and under sentence of
death, extinction; but that God has made a provision for their rescue,
and their return to harmony with him and to life everlasting: that
Christ Jesus, in harmony with the Father's plan, paid the penalty of
Adamic sin and condemnation, and thus purchased the whole race of
Adam, and proposes to set at liberty all who obey him. That now he
is offering release by faith to as many as have the hearing ear--"even
as many as the Lord your God shall call,”" and that such as hear and
accept the call may reckon themselves as "justified by faith," as
having their sins covered, and as being thus reconciled to the Father
through faith in Christ; and that now, if they become followers or
disciples of Christ they may become joint-sacrificers with him, and
by and by be made joint-heirs in his Kingdom, and its great work of
blessing the world.

So many as are interested in the message will inquire the way
by which they can attain this, and the answer must be that the full
acceptance of discipleship must be indicated by a full consecration,
heart, mind and body, to the Lord--even unto death; and that this
submission of the will to the Lord is counted as a baptism, a burial,
an immersion with him into death; and that as soon as they have
performed this real baptism or immersion of the will they should
submit themselves to an outward immersion in water, which would
symbolize this, portraying their death and burial to self, to sin and to
the world, and their resurrection to newness of life and conduct as
members of the body of Christ.

They are to be urged to take this step of consecration unto
death, not in their own strength or name, nor in the name of their
instructor; but are to be pointed to the fact that this course is author-
ized by the Father, by the Son and by the Holy Spirit. It is thus to be
done "in the name of" or by the authority of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, and not in the name of a sect or denomination or any
human teacher. It is a mistake on the part of some to consider this
text to mean that converts are to be baptized into the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. On the contrary the Apostle distinctly
declares, that we are baptized into Christ as members of his body.--
Rom. 6:3-5.

Those who go thus far, who respond to the preaching of the
Gospel, and inquire concerning the way, the truth and the life, and
who, with true repentance from sin and contrition of heart, desire to
become disciples of Christ, and who then take this step of consecra-
tion, are baptized thereby into the Church, "the body of Christ"--not
the Baptist Church nor any other human institution, but the one true
Church, the Church of the living God, whose names are written in
heaven. (Heb. 12:23.) They need not that their names should be
written in any earthly roll or register. The names of such, we are
told, are written in the Lamb's book of life, and if they are faithful to
their covenant he will not blot out their names, he assures us. The
seal of their acceptance is the holy spirit, whose leadings and in-
structions and marks of character become more and more discernible
to them and to others daily, as they thereafter seek to walk in the
footsteps of Jesus.

But still they will need instruction: in fact, all that has gone be-
fore in their Christian experience has merely prepared them to re-
ceive instruction; and when they have reached the condition of justi-
fication by faith, and then of sanctification (consecration to the
Lord, baptism), they have merely become "babes in Christ." As such
they are ready for spiritual food, and should first be fed with the
sincere milk of the Word, that they may grow thereby, and as they
make progress the Lord himself stands pledged to it that they shall
have "meat in due season,"” and as they are able to bear it the “strong
meat" which belongs to them that are developed, strong in the Lord
and in the power of his might, "overcomers,” soldiers of Christ,
having on his armor and fighting a good fight, lifting high the royal
banner, and active in helping others to attain the same conditions.

To Satan, our wily foe, we must credit the perversion of this
great commission, so explicitly stated; making it meaningless as we
have seen: first by making it mean the conversion of the world; sec-
ond, by destroying the real idea of baptism; third, by confusing the
Lord's people as to the matter of discipling, and to make them think
that it is gathering membership into sectarian bundles; fourth, to
make them think that this is all that is necessary, and that teaching in
the Church is a waste of time, which should be devoted to what the
Adversary calls "saving souls," but what in reality is an endeavor to
gather unregenerate people into sectarian systems and to delude

“See our issue of June 15, 1893, "Baptism and Its Import,” a sample
copy of which will be loaned free upon request with promise to
return it.

them into thinking that they are in any sense of the word members of
the true Church of Christ, and saved; fifth, by misleading those
whom he cannot thus delude, but who realize that there is to be a
growth in grace and in knowledge, into a misunderstanding of the
Apostle's statement (mistranslated in our Common Version), "The
anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need
not that any man teach you."--1 John 2:20,27.

Under this last delusion many are turned aside from the instruc-
tion which the Lord designs should be given through teachers whom
he would raise up-- turned aside to vagaries, to dreams and imagina-
tions and misinterpretations of Scripture which they fancy are whis-
pered to them by the holy spirit, but which frequently give evidence
of being the suggestions either of their own minds or of the fallen
angels.

Let us, as the Lord's people, seeking for the old paths, note well
the Master's instruction in this connection, and let each one of us
who seeks to serve his cause labor exactly along the lines here
marked out-- not thinking that his own imperfect judgment or that of
fellow-mortals is superior to the Lord's, but to the contrary, that the
Lord, the Head of the Church, alone was competent to give the
proper commission which must be followed implicitly.

That our Lord gave this commission, not merely to the apostles
but to all who should believe on him through their word, is clearly
shown by the words with which he closed the commission,--"Lo, |
am with you alway, even unto the end of the age." The apostles did
not live to the end of the age, and hence the Lord's words signify
that he will be with all of his followers who avail themselves of his
commission, and who endeavor to present his message to those who
have ears to hear out of all nations. He of course did not mean that
he would be personally present with them, for he had already told
them that personally he would go away, and that personally he
would come again at the end of the age (John 14:2), and his words
are not to be understood as contradictory. His meaning in the pre-
sent instance evidently was that he would supervise their work, he
would be the real head of the Church, he would oversee all of their
affairs, he would be with them in the sense of supporting and guid-
ing and counselling those who would walk in his way and proclaim
his message--and in proportion as they were faithful to the charge.
This assurance of the Lord's presence was intended to give the apos-
tles courage for the work he was committing to them. While he was
with them in the flesh they merely followed his direction, and as
soon as he was smitten they felt as sheep having no shepherd, and
now he was going away, but he wished them to realize that his pow-
er would be with them and his supervising guidance of their affairs
would be granted them, as surely as while he was with them in the
flesh--tho apparent only to the eye of faith. According to their faith
it should be unto them a strength, a power.

And all the way down through the age the Lord's people have
similarly been required to walk by faith and not by sight, and the
lesson no doubt has been valuable to them in spiritual upbuilding,
much more so than had he remained in the flesh with us. And if the
thought of the Lord's spiritual supervision of his work was to be a
source of encouragement and strength to those who would attempt
to teach in his name all through the age, much more may we of the
present time realize his actual presence in the harvest of this Gospel
age, altho we see him with no other than the eye of faith, yet, believ-
ing, we have joy unspeakable and strength and courage for the work.
He is with us in the harvest work as he was with the apostles in the
sowing of the seed.

surely he who was careful to supervise the sowing work is
not less interested and careful in respect to the reaping. Let us then
thrust in the sickle of truth with energy and courage, remembering
that we serve the Lord Christ, remembering that we are not respon-
sible for the harvest but merely for our energy in gathering what ripe
"wheat" we can find. If the labor be great for the finding of few
grains of ripe wheat we are to rejoice the more in those we do find,
and learn to love and appreciate the more that which is scarce and
precious. Let us remember, too, while using all the wisdom we can
in this service, that the Lord's object in giving us a share in his work
is not so much what we can accomplish as in the blessing that the
labor will bring upon us. This will be an encouraging thought to the
dear ones who are engaged in the "Volunteer" work; and if they find
many discouragements and but small results the reflection that the
Master knoweth them that are his, and that he appreciates every
sincere effort made to serve his cause and to lay down our lives on
behalf of the brethren, will give courage and strength to those who
otherwise might faint by the way.

{1} Nov. 30 Manna, Matt. 28:20





