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I will take heed to my ways, that I sin 

not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth 
with a bridle while the wicked is before me. 
Psalm 39:1  

PROBABLY every person of experi-
ence will fully agree with the statement that 
the tongue is potent in its influence beyond 

any other member of the body, for either 
good or evil. Experience teaches also that 
with the vast majority it is easier to control 
any other organ than the tongue. So skillful 
a servant is it that every ambition and pas-
sion and inclination of the fallen nature 
seeks to use it as a servant or channel for 
evil. It requires, therefore, on the part of the 

Christian, increased vigilance, wisdom and 
care so as to govern this member of his 
body and bring it into subjection to the new 
mind in Christ, that it shall be, not a hin-
drance to himself or to others, but, on the 
contrary, a help in the narrow way. Z.'97-
156 R2156:3  

------------------------------ 
DO NOT RETURN EVIL  

FOR EVIL 
(Rom 12:21 KJV)  "Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good." 
 
R2412 “When the persecutions come, be 
prepared for them--forearmed by God's 
Word; for they will be temptations to your 
flesh: through them the Adversary will seek 
to embitter your soul and to stir up in you 
the elements of the old nature reckoned 
dead--anger, malice, hatred, envy, strife. If 
this be the effect of persecutions in you, the 
Adversary is gaining the victory -- you are 
not overcoming evil, but being overcome by 
it… 

That is the time to "fight the good fight" 
-- and, triumphing over self-will completely, 
to accept the buffetings and slanders and 
misrepresentations of good intentions and 
good deeds with meekness and patience. 
That is the time when the Lord's spirit of 
love, dwelling in us richly, will manifest 
itself in the control not only of our words 

and actions, but of our inmost thoughts… 
While you must hate all sin, you cannot hate 
any sinner and yet have the love of God 
perfected in your heart. You see that this 
means that you not only must not retaliate 
and revile your foes, but must not even wish 
to do so. The evil wish must be conquered 
and the selfish conditions which gave it 
birth must be utterly destroyed and replaced 
with love--the spirit of Christ.--Compare 1 
Cor. 4:12 with 1 Cor. 6:10” 

 
R2894 “The spiritual Israelite should be 
even more merciful than Joseph. If he could 
see that the persecutions he receives, from 
his brethren and others, are merely incidents 
of divine providence -- which the Lord is 
using to prepare him for coming blessings 
and exaltation, should not the spiritual Isra-
elite take his disappointments as God's ap-
pointments?...  The only things which could 
hinder us from feeling patient forbearance 
and kindly sympathy and love for those who 
have despitefully used and persecuted us, 

would be a lack of the spirit of the Lord, the 
spirit of mercy, and a failure to see properly 
that whatever agencies God may use in our 
spiritual upbuilding are to be appreciated 
and sympathized with;--whether they be 
brethren or of the world-- Egyptians…  

We are not to give credit to the evil 
agencies through which we have received 
blessings, otherwise we might soon be dis-
posed to call evil good; but we are to give 
full credit to God, because that which was 
intended to be evil, and which was evil of 
itself, divine wisdom, so far above the earth-
ly plane, was able to overrule for our good. 
It is as we learn the lesson of God's inherent 
goodness--as we learn to respect his wis-
dom, love and power that our faith grows 
stronger and stronger, until we are able to 
trust the Lord, not only in things which we 
can see are working out for our good, but 
able to trust him also in respect to things 
which seem entirely dark and out of which 
apparently no good can come; thus we trust 
him where we cannot trace him.”  

------------------------------ 
Eph 4:29 KJV)  "Let no corrupt communication proceed  

out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying,  
that it may minister grace unto the hearers." 

------------------------------ 
HEART / THOUGHT /  

TONGUE 
R1937 "Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh…”Mat 12:34-37… 

Our first concern, then, should be for 
the heart--that its affections and dispositions 
may be fully under the control of divine 
grace; that every principle of truth and 
righteousness may be enthroned there; that 
justice, mercy, benevolence, brotherly kind-
ness, love, faith, meekness, temperance, 
supreme reverence for God and Christ, and 
a fervent love for all the beauties of holi-
ness, may be firmly fixed as the governing 
principles of life. If these principles be 
fixed, established, in the heart, then out of 
the good treasure of the heart the mouth will 
speak forth words of truth, soberness, wis-
dom and grace.”  
 
R5246 “THE TRANSFORMING INFLU-
ENCE OF THOUGHT "As he thinketh in 

his heart, so is he." (Proverbs 23:7.) "Keep 
thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life."--Proverbs 4:23… 

According to a man's innermost senti-
ment, so is he. As a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is his real character. What is your 
real will? What are your real sentiments? 
Not, What words do you use? not, What are 
your actions? but, What is the motive under-
lying all these?  

The New Creature is to be God-like, 
spiritual, eventually of the spirit nature in 
glory--perfect. But before it attains that 
perfection, the heart of the New Creature is 
required to prove its loyalty. Some will be 
overcomes in a higher sense than others, but 
none will be overcomers except those who 
are true, loyal, pure. If, therefore, we have 
made a consecration to God, it would be our 
endeavor that our hearts, our desires, our 
motives be perfect. The only proper attitude 
is to confess our imperfections, if we are 

wrong. God expects us to be loyal of heart. 
And that loyalty of heart should reach out 
and control the whole life.  

If our thoughts are not according to our 
ideals, we should endeavor to make them 
so.” 
 
R4826 “RIGHT HABITS OF THOUGHT 
…Phil. 4:8…  

As a man thinketh, so he will become. 
The more he thinks on good things, the 
better he will be. The more he thinks on evil 
things, the more evil he will be. The things 
we think about, the Apostle says, should be 
honorable, just, praiseworthy, beautiful.  If a 
thing has none of these qualities the Lord's 
people should not think on it at all. A won-
derful transformation of character is effect-
ed by thinking on those things which have 
wisdom and depth of instruction--those 
things which come from no one else but 
God.” 

------------------------------ 

R4804 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008) 

SIN NOT WITH YOUR TONGUE  
"I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue; I will keep my mouth  

with a bridle while the wicked is before me."--Psa. 39:1  
 
OUR general thoughts have much to do with our language, our 

general conversation. Whoever, therefore, possesses a proper control 
of his heart, will govern himself in every sense of the word. If our 
ways please the Lord, if our ways are ways of righteousness, then 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth will speak to the edifica-
tion of the hearer. The ways being right, the utterances will be right. 
People generally love themselves and avoid saying anything bitter, 
unkind, about themselves. But the man who hates his neighbors will 
have very little difficulty in saying something bitter or unkind of 
them.  

Though the tongue is one of the most useful members, yet it is 
necessary to put a bridle, a restraint, a controlling influence upon it. 
With the tongue we may honor our God or we may blaspheme him. 
When in the presence of the wicked, we need to be still more on 

guard than with the righteous; for with the former the tendencies and 
thoughts are toward evil. When with the wicked or in their presence 
we are in contact with a degrading influence. At such times, some of 
sympathetic disposition may find special difficulty in bridling their 
tongues; but it is better to do so than to speak of even good things to 
the wicked, as we would feel at liberty to do with the righteous. The 
Lord has suggested, "Cast not your pearls before swine,...lest they 
turn again and rend you."  

Besides the evilly inclined of the world there is another class 
Scripturally called the wicked; namely, people who have a 
knowledge of the Lord, but who take their stand in opposition to 
him. Judas was of this class. So there are about us those who are in 
an adverse attitude. None seem to be so cynical as those who have 
been partakers of the Holy Spirit, but who have turned their backs 



upon "the Way, the Truth and the Life." Such seem to be more 
wicked than others in that they are in a more reprehensible attitude. 
No matter how careful we are, these will distort our words and assert 
that we have said something that we have not said.  

The warning of the Scriptures is not against the tongue itself, 
but against the power we exercise against others by the use of our 
tongues. Probably every person of experience will fully agree with 
the statement that the tongue is potent in its influence beyond any 
other member of the body, for either good or evil.  

THE TONGUE OFTEN A POWER FOR EVIL  
AMONG THE LORD'S PEOPLE 

As the bit in the horse's mouth will control his strength; and as 
the small rudder of a vessel will direct its course; so the tongue, and 
the pen, its representative, may influence large numbers of people 
for good or ill. How important, therefore, is the tongue! And how 
much more frequently do we find it employed as an agency for evil 
than for good; to pull down rather than to build up the faith; to im-
plant seeds of discord and discontent rather than those which will 
produce righteousness and peace! While this is specially true in the 
worldly, it is also true among God's people; and each should re-
member that to some extent he is a teacher, and day by day is either 
forwarding or hindering the cause of truth, righteousness and peace.  

In the unregenerate world the tongue is a "fire" causing no end 
of burning of wrath, envy, hatred, strife and everything that defiles 
the entire body, stimulating all the fallen passions and desires. No 
wonder the Apostle declares that, figuratively, the tongue is set on 
fire of gehenna--the Second Death. Its burning tends to bring, not 
only its owner, but others to destruction.  

As imperfect beings we may not always be perfect in word and 
deed. Despite our best endeavors we sometimes err in word as well 
as in deed; yet the perfect mastery of our words and our ways is to 
be sought by vigilant and faithful effort. But, nevertheless, for every 
idle word we must give an account in this our day of Judgment.  

WE SHOULD DAILY RENDER OUR ACCOUNTS 
If, in the daily scrutiny of our ways, which is the duty of every 

Christian, we discover that our words have in any way been dishon-
oring to the Lord, we should remember that, "If any man sin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous" (I 
John 2:1); and in the name of our Advocate we may approach the 
throne of grace. There we may explain to our Heavenly Father our 
realization of our error, our deep regret at our failure to honor his 
name and his cause by a holy walk and conversation, and humbly 
request that the sin be not laid to our charge; but that it may be blot-
ted out by his gracious provision for our cleansing, through Christ, 
humbly acknowledging that in his precious blood is all our hope and 
trust.  

Thus we should render up our account for every idle word; and 
by our words of repentance, supplemented by the merit of Christ 
applied by faith, shall we be acquitted. Otherwise, the idle words 
dishonoring to the Lord, will stand against us and condemn us, and 
we shall be obliged to suffer the consequences. The first conse-
quence will be self-injury, for every evil thought or word indulged 
hardens the character and inclines it the more toward unrighteous-
ness. The second consequence is that by setting a bad example to 
others we stir up evil in them. "A soft answer turneth away wrath; 
but grievous words stir up anger." (Prov. 15:1.) Thus, as the result of 
unwise or unkind words, we may stir up about us difficulties which 
will become agents of retributive Justice to teach us the lesson of 
self-control and consideration for the feelings and opinions of oth-
ers.  

It is often the case that the Lord (or the Devil) is blamed for 
sending trials, which are simply the natural results of our own mis-
takes. Those who fail to locate the root of the matter (in themselves) 
pray in vain for the Lord to remove miraculously what they them-

selves could obviate by obedience to the Word and vigorous self-
discipline. "If we would judge [and correct] ourselves, we should 
not be judged; but when we are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord [largely by the experiences through which our own faults put 
us], that we should not be condemned with the world."--I Cor. 
11:31,32.  

THE TENDENCY OF FALLEN NATURE IS TO BLAME 
OTHERS RATHER THAN OURSELVES 

But even should it be admitted that the difficulties are not di-
rectly caused by God or by the Devil ("Every man is tempted [tried] 
when he is drawn away by his own lusts [desires] and enticed"), the 
natural tendency is to blame some one else, and to think that our 
lack of patience, our hasty word or act, was the fault of another. 
How many deceive and encourage themselves with the thought, "If 
everybody else had as reasonable and generous a nature as I have, 
our family or Church gathering or community would be a veritable 
heaven upon earth!" Beloved, let us examine ourselves, let us be 
very humble lest the thoughts of self-congratulation and self-
satisfaction which we may consider in our hearts, even if we do not 
utter them aloud, bring our condemnation.  

"If ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? For sin-
ners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which 
do good to you, what thank have ye [what merit is there in it]? (Luke 
6:32,33.) It is only when we "endure grief, suffering wrongfully," 
that our suffering is acceptable to God as a sacrifice of sweet in-
cense. "What glory is it if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye 
take it patiently? but if, when ye do well and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is acceptable to God; for even hereunto were ye 
called." (I Pet. 2:19-21.) Beloved, let us see to it that our sufferings 
are for righteousness' sake only, and let us not charge God or our 
neighbors for tribulations resulting from the indulgence of our own 
inherited or cultivated faults.  

In view of the fact that we now stand before the bar of Judg-
ment, which, if we are truly the Lord's people, we will endeavor 
more and more fully to realize, "What manner of persons ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness?" (2 Pet. 3:11.) God-
likeness certainly cannot include any harmful gossip, any unclean or 
unholy conversation, any disloyal or rebellious words. Let us re-
member daily to settle our accounts with the Lord, to make sure that 
no record of idle words not repented of, and, consequently, 
unforgiven, stands against us. "Let your conversation be as 
becometh the Gospel of Christ."  

HOLY THOUGHTS PRODUCE HOLY WORDS 
"Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 

whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report, if there be any virtue and if there be any 
praise, think on these things." (Phil. 1:27; 4:8.) Thus out of the good 
treasure of the heart we shall speak the words of truth and soberness, 
and honor our Lord by a godly walk and conversation, subduing the 
tendencies of our fallen nature, and "having our conversation honest 
among the Gentiles; that whereas they speak against you as evil-
doers, they may, by your good works which they shall behold, glori-
fy God in the day of visitation."--I Pet. 2:12.  

If daily we render up our accounts to God and seek his grace 
for greater overcoming power with each succeeding day, we shall be 
acquitted in judgment and stand approved before God, through 
Christ, having the testimony of his Holy Spirit with our spirits that 
we are pleasing and acceptable to him. So, dear brethren, let us "take 
heed to our ways, that we sin not with our tongues." (Psa. 39:1.) 
There is nothing that is of so powerful an influence as the tongue. 
The influence of a good word, a good thought, may become world-
wide; an evil thought, an evil word, may also extend its influence to 
the end of the world.  

------------------------------ 
R2156 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008) 

KEEP THY TONGUE FROM EVIL  
--JUNE 6.--JAMES 3:1-13.--  

"Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile."--Psa. 34:13  
 
"BE NOT many teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall 

receive heavier judgment" (Revised Version). Thus the Apostle 
indicates that what he has to say concerning the great influence of 
the tongue is directed largely to those amongst believers who at-
tempt to be teachers; who have a greater responsibility than if they 
were not teachers. It is not his wish to deter those who have ability, 
a gift in this direction, but rather to caution all as to the responsibil-
ity of the position they thus take. If they possess an eloquent tongue 
it may be a channel for a great blessing, swaying large numbers to 

the Lord, the truth and the way of righteousness; or, on the other 
hand, if contaminated with error, the tongue can do almost untella-
ble harm --injury to faith, to morals, to good works. It is indeed true, 
that whoever exercises the gift of teaching lays himself open to in-
creased responsibility in the sight of God and men.--See Matt. 5:19; 
Rom. 2:20,21; 1 Pet. 5:3; Titus 1:11; 1 Tim. 1:7; 2 Tim. 4:3; 2 Pet. 
2:1.  

The warning in this lesson is not against the tongue itself, but 
against the power which we exercise upon others by the use of our 



tongues. {1}Probably every person of experience will fully agree 
with the statement that the tongue is potent in its influence beyond 
any other member of the body, for either good or evil. Experience 
teaches also that with the vast majority it is easier to control any 
other organ than the tongue. So skilful a servant is it that every am-
bition and passion and inclination of the fallen nature seeks to use it 
as a servant or channel for evil. It requires, therefore, on the part of 
the Christian, increased vigilance, wisdom and care so to govern this 
member of his body and bring it into subjection to the new mind in 
Christ, that it shall be, not a hindrance to himself or to others, but, 
on the contrary, a help in the narrow way. As the bit in the horse's 
mouth will move and control his strength, and as the small rudder to 
a vessel will direct or change its course, so the tongue and the pen, 
its representative, may influence and turn about large numbers of 
people, for good or ill. How important, therefore, is the tongue, and 
how much more frequently do we find it employed as an agency for 
evil than as an agency for good, to pull down the faith rather than to 
build up the faith, to implant seeds of discord and discontent rather 
than those which will produce righteousness and peace! While this 
is specially true in the worldly, it is true to a considerable extent 
amongst God's people; and each should remember that to some ex-
tent he is a teacher, and day by day is either forwarding or hindering 
the cause of truth, righteousness and peace.  

In the unregenerate world the tongue is indeed a "fire" causing 
no end of burning of wrath, envy, hatred, strife and everything that 
defileth the entire body, stimulating all the fallen passions and de-
sires. No wonder the apostle declares figuratively that the tongue 
itself seems to be set on fire of gehenna--the second death. Its burn-
ing not only tends to bring its master but others to destruction.  

In the statement, "Therewith bless we God, even the Father, 
and therewith curse we men, which are made in the likeness of 
God," we should not understand the writer to refer to himself and to 
the Church as using their tongues for such unholy purposes, but as 
speaking for the whole world, some use the tongue to praise God 
and some use it to blaspheme his holy name and to curse their fellow 

                                                 
{1}

 Oct 1 Manna, Psa. 39:1 

creatures. It is a willing servant in whatever direction it is guided; 
and hence the importance of having so important a servant and 
member rightly guided. Apparently, however, there were some in 
the Church who out of the same mouth rendered thanks to God and 
curses to fellow creatures--perhaps not often curses in the ordinary 
acceptation of the term, but curses in the sense of injurious words, 
which would lead to a baneful or cursed or evil condition; for every 
false teaching is a curse to those who receive it. In this sense of the 
word at least, many out of the same mouth send forth both good and 
evil influences. This is a wrong condition, and hence the importance 
of the warning, "My brethren, be not many teachers." Whoever 
would be a fountain from which would go forth the divine Word, 
carrying blessing and refreshment and strength, should see to it that 
bitter waters, false doctrines that would cause a curse, an injury--
dishonoring God and perverting his Word--should not find in them a 
channel of utterance.  

In the choice of leaders for meetings the "tongue" qualification, 
as here laid down should not be overlooked. The fiery tongued 
should not be chosen, but the meeker, the moderate, who "bridle" 
their tongues and endeavor carefully to "speak as the oracles of 
God" only. Such tongues constrain, while others more frequently 
wound and repel. The Word of the Lord is quick and powerful and 
sharp and cuts "to the heart" without bitter and acrimonious and 
uncharitable human expletives to enforce it. Hence the divine in-
struction that we "speak the truth in love."  

The lesson closes with an exhortation to those who have the 
qualifications of teachers in the Church (wisdom and knowledge) to 
manifest themselves not merely by words and teachings, but also by 
godly lives and good works in meekness of wisdom.  

While this lesson is pointed specially toward "teachers," it 
should be regarded by all. It is an old and true saying that "Kind 
words can never die," and it would be equally true to say, "Unkind 
words never die." Indeed, the latter live much the longer in a majori-
ty of cases--in worldly hearts especially. Let us each and all redou-
ble our energy in subjugating our tongues, that they may always 
bless and "minister grace to the hearers."--Read Eph. 4:29.  

------------------------------ 

R4802 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2008) 

"CONSIDER HIM LEST YE BE WEARIED" 
"Consider him who endured such contradiction of sinners against himself lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds." 

 
TO "CONSIDER HIM" seems to be to take note of, to have in 

mind, to reflect upon and not to easily forget how our Lord endured 
various trials and oppositions of sinners against himself. In our own 
experiences we have, as the Lord's followers, endured some opposi-
tion of sin and sinners against ourselves; but we have not yet resist-
ed unto blood. We have not yet passed through the trying experienc-
es through which he passed. When we remember that while we are 
poor, imperfect creatures like our neighbors, he was "holy, harmless, 
undefiled," then it is good to reflect that he endured patiently the 
opposition of sinners. When trying experiences came to him, he did 
not consider them as being merely from the individual with whom 
they originated, but as being, on the other hand, under the supervi-
sion of the Father. If, therefore, the Father permitted such experienc-
es to come to him, he was bound to prove his loyalty by patient en-
durance. As he said, "The cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it?"--John 18:11.  

So it is with us, Spiritual Israel, "The Lord your God proveth 
you." (Deut. 13:3.) In proportion as we are able to take our Lord's 
viewpoint in our experiences in life, we may be calm. If the Father 
permits trying experiences for our testing, or for the testing or prov-
ing of others, in ways we may not understand, it is for us to rejoice 
to have his will done. The poet has beautifully expressed this 
thought when he says:--  

"My times are in thy hands, 
My God, I wish them there." 

If we faithfully endure to the end, the reward will be ours. If we 
prove our loyalty and keep our faith that God is supervising our 
affairs, and that no good thing will be withhold from those who are 
walking uprightly, we shall some day hear his "Well done, good and 
faithful servant."  

We know that our Lord endured physical opposition. But our 
English word "contradiction" properly translates the original, imply-
ing verbal contradiction of his words. As we consider our Lord's 
case, we see that the people opposed him, not physically, but in his 
words, his teachings. It was left for the high priest and Sanhedrin 
and soldiers to do him physical violence and put him to death; and 
he could have resisted them if he had so chosen.  

"WHEN HE WAS REVILED, HE  
REVILED NOT AGAIN" 

The Apostle, therefore, seems to refer to the contradiction of 
his words. This is implied by St. Peter, who says, "When he was 
reviled, he reviled not again." (I Pet. 2:23.) So when we consider the 
three and a half years of Christ's ministry, we find that his doctrines 
were disputed, and that he was slandered. The Jews said that he had 
a demon; that he performed his miracles by the Prince of demons; 
that he was a blasphemer. These contradictions and oppositions on 
their part might have called out from him some very just, truthful 
statements, respecting them. He might have given them as good as 
he got, and better. He might have told them that the Devil was work-
ing with them, etc. His perfect power of language would have given 
him ability to more than cope with them. When they thought to en-
trap him in his words, he entrapped them in their words. But he 
reviled not. He did not render evil for evil, nor railing for railing. 
This, the Apostle shows, is the proper course.  

But in the daily affairs of life, when people say all manner of 
evil against us, when they revile us, it is natural to the fallen flesh to 
think of something evil to say in return. Thus these things become 
tests upon us. If we yield to such a spirit, we are following the 
course of the enemy and not that of the Lord. "Consider him who 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds" when attacked by the Adversary--
whoever may be his agents and whatever may be their missiles. He 
cannot harm but will only increase our reputation in the Lords' sight, 
if we endure faithfully; and he can do no outward harm that God 
cannot overrule for the good of his cause--though that good may 
mean "siftings" of "chaff" and "tares" from the "wheat."  

Evil speaking, backbiting and slandering are strictly forbidden 
to God's people as wholly contrary to his spirit of love, even if the 
evil thing be true. As a preventive of anything in the nature of slan-
der, the Scriptures very carefully mark out only one way of redress 
of grievances. --Matt. 18:15-17.  

PROFESSED CHRISTIANS OFTEN WORST 
SCANDALMONGERS 

Many, among even advanced Christians, seem to be utterly in 



ignorance of this Divine ruling, and hence professed Christians are 
often the most pronounced scandalmongers. Yet this is one of the 
few special, specific commandments given by our Lord; and consid-
ered in connection with the statement, "Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you," the constant violation of this, our 
Lord's command, proves that many are not far advanced in friend-
ship--discipleship.  

Let us look carefully at this rule, which if followed would pre-
vent gossip, "evil speaking," "backbiting." See, as above cited, Matt. 
18:15-17. Its first provision, for a conference between the principals 
alone, implies candor on the part of the accuser, who thinks that he 
has suffered. It also implies his thinking no evil of the accused. They 
meet as "brethren," each thinking his own course the right one, to 
discuss the matter; to see whether they can come to the same view. 
If they agree, all is well; the matter is settled; peace prevails; the 
threatened break has been averted, and no one is the wiser. In the 
great majority of cases, a frank, open discussion between the princi-
pals will bring about harmony. But both must be equally candid and 
governed by the Spirit of the Lord.  

Thus did our Lord guard his true disciples from the insidious 
sin of slander, which leads onward to other and grosser works of the 
flesh and the Devil, and stops growth in the Truth and its spirit of 
love. Let us also note that those who hear slanders and thus encour-
age slanderers in their course of wrongdoing, are partakers of their 
evil deeds; guilty partners in the violation of the Master's com-
mands. God's true people should refuse to listen to slanders and 
should point the offender to the Lord's Word and the only method 
therein authorized. Are we wiser than God? Experience teaches that 
we cannot trust to our own judgments and are on safe ground only 
when following the voice of the Shepherd implicitly.  

WE SHOULD REFUSE TO HEAR  
GOSSIP AND SLANDER 

If any Brother or Sister brings to you an evil report of others, 
stop him at once, kindly but firmly. "Have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them." (Eph. 5:11.) 
Refuse to have any share in this violation of the Master's commands, 
which does great mischief in the Church. If the Brother or Sister be 
only a "babe" in spiritual matters, call attention to the Lord's ruling 
on the subject. (Matt. 18:15; I Tim. 5:19.) If the conversation is not 
addressed to you but merely in your hearing, promptly show your 
disapproval by withdrawing.  

If, after having had his attention called to the Lord's command 
on this subject, the slanderer still persists in "evil speaking," "back-
biting" and telling you his "evil-surmisings," reprove him more 
sharply, saying as you go, "I cannot, must not, hear you; for if I did, 
I would be as criminal in the matter as you are, violating the Lord's 
command. And even if I were to hear your story I could not believe 
it; for the Christian who does not respect the Lord's Word and fol-
low his Plan for the redress of grievances, shows so little of the 
Lord's spirit that his word cannot be trusted. He who twists and 
dodges the Lord's words would not hesitate to twist and misrepre-
sent the words and deeds of fellow-disciples." Then withdraw fel-
lowship from such until his error has been confessed with promises 
of reform. If to any extent you listen to such conversation, or ex-
press "sympathy" with it or with the gossiper or slanderer, you are a 
partner in the sin and in all its consequences; and if a "root of bit-
terness" is thus developed, you are more than likely to be one of 
those "defiled" by it.--Heb. 12:15.  

Be pure: maintain a conscience void of offense toward God and 
men. Begin with the heart; harbor no thoughts that in any sense of 
the word would be evil. To make sure of this, have Christ Jesus as 
your pattern, well and much before your mind. When evil is obtrud-
ed upon you, either from without or from within, lift up your heart in 
prayer to him for the grace promised in every time of need. Keep 
constantly before you the prayer, "Let the words of my mouth, and 
the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
Strength and my Redeemer."--Psa. 19:14.  

LET US CULTIVATE APPRECIATION OF  
THE PRINCIPLES OF DIVINE LAW 

While seeking to follow the various specific commands of 
Scripture, let us seek more and more to understand and come in 
sympathy with the principles which underlie the Divine Law. These 
will enable us to judge of the right and the wrong of such of our 
words, thoughts and acts as may not be particularly specified in the 
Lord's Word. Indeed, as we come to understand and sympathize 
with the principles of Divine Law, to that extent we are getting the 
spirit of the Divine Word. Note the testimony of the Psalmist on this 
point, "O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou, 
through thy commandments, hast made me wiser than mine enemies, 

for they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my 
teachers, for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more 
than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my 
feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy Word. I have not 
departed from thy judgments, for thou hast taught me. How sweet 
are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through thy precepts I get understanding; therefore, I hate every 
false way. Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path."--Psa. 119:97-105.  

Shun a contentious and fault-finding disposition as contrary to 
the spirit, or disposition of Christ--contrary to love. A certain 
amount of combative courage is demanded in overcoming the world, 
the flesh and the Devil and their various snares. This fighting dispo-
sition may become a valuable aid to ourselves and to the Master's 
cause if rightly and wisely directed against sin, first in ourselves and 
secondly in others; if used for the Lord and his people and against 
Satan and all his powers of darkness and superstition. This, in the 
Scriptures, is called fighting the good fight, and we all should be 
gallant soldiers in this battle for Right and Truth, lovingly defending 
our Captain's honor and his people's liberties.  

THE POWERS OF EVIL WOULD MAKE  
COMBATIVENESS A CHIEF VIRTUE 

But such a good use of combativeness is not pleasing to the 
Prince of this world, who will seek to pervert what he cannot direct-
ly use. Consequently, he attempts with some to make combativeness 
a chief virtue. He encourages them to fight everything and every-
body; the brethren, more than the powers of darkness; nominal 
churchmen, more than the errors and ignorance which blind them 
and make them such. Indeed, his desire is to get us to "fight against 
God."  

Let us be on our guard on this point. Let us, first of all, judge 
ourselves, lest we cast a stumbling-block before others; let us fight 
down in our own hearts the wrong spirit which seeks to make moun-
tains out of trifles and disposes us to be captious and contentious 
over non-essentials. Greater is "He that ruleth his own spirit than he 
that taketh a city." (Prov. 16:32.) Let us guard ourselves that our 
defense of the Truth be, not from motives of self-glorification, but 
from love for the Truth, love for the Lord, for his people, the breth-
ren. If love be the impelling spirit, or motive, it will show itself ac-
cordingly in a loving, gentle, patient, humble course toward all the 
fellow-servants. Let us be "gentle toward all." Let "the sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of God," which is quick and powerful, do all the 
cutting.  

Beware of all thoughts, feelings and conditions of heart directly 
or remotely connected with malice, envy, hatred, strife. Give these 
no place in your heart even for a moment; for they will surely do 
you great injury, aside from leading to the injury of others. Keep 
your heart, your will, your intentions and desires full of love toward 
God and all his creatures--the most fervent toward God, and propor-
tionately toward all who have his spirit and walk in the way of his 
direction.  

DO NOT TRUST TO CONSCIENCE  
ALONE 

If conscience were a sufficient guide you would have no need 
of the Scriptures. The majority of people have as good as no con-
science; for they are blind to the principles and laws of God given to 
guide conscience; and still worse off than these are those mentioned 
in I Tim. 4:2. Hence the imperative necessity for carefully heeding 
the Lord's Word, and walking circumspectly according to its light.  

We are not to faint in our minds nor become discouraged, feel-
ing that so much has been said against us that we must give up the 
race. On the contrary, we are to feel assured like our Lord, that noth-
ing can befall us except with the knowledge of the Father, who is 
working all things for our good. It was thus our Lord was prepared 
for his exaltation. So we, if we are rightly exercised by our various 
experiences and follow as closely as possible the commands laid 
down for our guidance, will find that even revilings, slanders, oppo-
sitions to righteousness, will work out blessings for us, as they did 
for our Lord.  

But how many become weary and are in danger of losing the 
prize because they fail to consider what the Lord faithfully endured 
of opposition! If such would consider that the Lord, who was per-
fect, suffered in every sense unjustly for righteousness' sake, and that 
their own conduct is imperfect, they would not be weary in well 
doing, but would learn to fight and to "endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ"; they would continue to "fight the good 
fight of faith." "We have not an High Priest which cannot be 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempt-
ed like as we [the Church] are, yet without sin."-- Heb. 4:15. 
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