October 15
Have faith in God. Mark 11:22
OUR daily experiences since we be-
came the Lord's followers have been guided
and guarded apparently by the power un-
seen, to the intent that as pupils in the
school of Christ, we may all be taught of

Heb 11:1 Diaglott “But Faith is a Basis of
things hoped for, a Conviction of things
unseen”

R5114 “FAITH MAY BE said to have in it
the two elements of intellectual assurance
and heart-reliance. Both the head and the
heart--the intellect and the affections--are
necessary to the faith without which it is
impossible to please God. With some, faith
is all emotion; with others, it is all intellec-
tuality. But neither of these elements alone
can withstand the fiery tests to which faith
is subjected.”

QB774-775 “FAITH -- How Cultivated?
Question -- How can | get faith when | don't
have it naturally? Answer... Man hopes for
eternal life in happiness. A basis for that
hope is found in the word of God. A doubter
may become a most earnest and tenacious
believer upon receiving proper evidence.
"Life is the gift of God through Jesus Christ."
(Romans 6:23) His word is the only evi-
dence pointed out clearly the way of obtain-
ing that gift. To increase our faith we must,
therefore, study God's word in a humble and
prayerful manner, with the desire to know
and do His will, and to rely upon His word.
One who knows the letter of His word and
fails to rely upon it has little faith. Another
both knows the word and relies upon it and
strong faith result. This is illustrated by the
following incident; A man doubting the

Him and develop more and more of the
graces of the Spirit, and particularly more
faith. How important this item of faith is we
probably cannot fully appreciate now. It
seems to be the one thing that the Lord spe-
cially seeks for in those now called to be
followers. ...So according to our faith will

strength of the ice to bear his weight crawled
across the river on his hands and knees, and
just as he reached the opposite shore he was
overtaken by a man, who had confidence in
the strength of the ice, gaily driving a team of
horses hitched to a sled loaded with pig
iron.”

F148:1 “The proper remedy for the lack of
faith would be its cultivation through study of
God's Word, thinking upon his goodness past
and present, and striving to realize that he is
gracious "exceeding abundantly" more than
we could have asked or thought.”

(1 Pet 1:7 KJV) "That the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"

R5116 “The Apostle Peter's argument is that
this special class who are being selected for
exaltation to the Divine nature, must expect
to have their faith tested, and that this test-
ing is most important from the Divine point
of view. If they have faith, it will control all
of their affairs.--Compare Heb. 11:1,6.

Our faith will be in proportion to our
knowledge of the character of God. We
shall find, upon observation, that in propor-
tion to our faith we can endure hardness as
good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Since our test
iIs for so brief a time--a few years--it must of

R3324 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)

we be able to rejoice even in tribulation. We
cannot enjoy the sufferings; we can enjoy
the thought which faith attaches to them,
namely, that these are but light afflictions
working out for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory. Z. '04-59R3324:5

necessity be a very severe, a crucial one.
God is subjecting our faith to a great heat in
order to separate the dross. If we had not the
faith, we might fear to take the steps which
would bring us into this crucial position.
Fear would lead us to decline to take the
course that God indicates to be His will.
Without faith we would shrink from the
fiery trials, the heated furnace. If we have
not the faith to stand the trials, then we are
not of the kind for whom God is at the pre-
sent time looking.

If we appreciate this matter, we shall
see that "without faith it is impossible to
please God"; and that confidence in Him
will lead us to weigh His words of precious
promise. These promises will make clear to
us the reason why these testings are upon
us, and will enable us to appreciate our test-
ings as marks of His love for us. The Lord
would have us be "a peculiar people,” tried
and tested, "zealous of good works," a peo-
ple for a purpose; and so He develops us
through suffering.”

F146 “We are to consider our best earthly
friends and their sympathy and love and
compassion, and are to draw an analogy, and
to consider that God would be much more
kind and faithful than the very best of his
creatures... "This is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith." “John
4:23"; "Heb. 11:67; "1 John 5:4™

"HE MAKETH THE STORM A CALM"--PSA. 107:29

--MARK 4:35-41--MARCH 6--

OUR Lord's ministry is supposed to have covered two years at
the time of the miracle of the calming of the sea, recorded in this
lesson. After the selection of the twelve apostles and the Sermon on
the Mount, etc., our Lord returned to Capernaum and soon after
began his second tour of Galilee. It was during this interim that he
awakened from the sleep of death the son of the widow of Nain--the
first recorded instance of its kind in our Lord's ministry. Then came
teachings by parables, and in the afternoon of a busy day of teach-
ing--after three o'clock, while still sitting in one of the boats as on a
former occasion, having concluded his teachings--he directed that
the boat be taken to the opposite side of the lake. The multitude,
after being informed that the discourses were ended, were dismissed,
and without delay the boat was started. From the various accounts
we judge that all the twelve disciples were with him, and apparently
other "men"--seamen, as Matthew's account implies.

Travelers tell us that the Sea of Galilee is quite subject to wind
storms. Dr. Thompson, describing his own experiences on this little
sea, says: "The sun had scarcely set when the wind began to rush
down toward the lake; and it continued all night long with constantly
increasing violence, so that when we reached the shore the next
morning the face of the lake was like a huge cauldron. The wind
hurled down every wady from the north-east and east with such fury
that no efforts of rowers could have brought a boat to shore at any
point along that coast. To understand the causes of these sudden
tempests, we must remember that the lake lies low, 600 feet lower
than the ocean; that the vast and naked plateaus of the Jaulan rise to
a great height, spreading backward to the wilds of Hauran, and up-
ward to snowy Mt. Hermon; that the watercourses have cut out pro-
found ravines and wide gorges, converging to the head of the lake,
and that these act like gigantic funnels to draw down the cold winds
from the mountains."

"WE ARE NOT IGNORANT OF HIS DEVICES"

Our own opinion is that "the prince of the power of the air"
(Eph. 2:2) had something to do in the development of this storm--
that it had more than natural causes, although the latter might have
assisted or even been sufficient. We remember that the Adversary
had already endeavored to induce our Lord to leap from the pinnacle
of the Temple, but had not succeeded. Apparently now he would
drown him in the sea. But the Lord, who declares himself able to
make the wrath of man to praise him, caused the wrath of Satan or
the wildness of the elements, whichever it was that induced the
storm, to praise him--to show forth his mighty power.

During the storm our Lord lay asleep in the hinder part of the
vessel on a cushion. Evidently he was thoroughly exhausted from
the labors of his journey and ministry. Meantime, as the storm in-
creased, the boat with its precious load began to fill with water more
rapidly than it could be bailed out. No wonder the disciples, fisher-
men and experts at sea though they were, were alarmed. We cannot
avoid the thought that in some manner the Lord's providence had
something to do with his prolonged sleep under such circumstances,
and that the intention was to put the faith of the disciples to the test.
They had seen his mighty works, his healing of the sick, and his
awakening of the dead, and they had heard his teachings and had
taken a miraculous catch of fish under his direction where they had
failed before, and by this time they should have had considerable
faith in his power everyway. The fact that they approached him at all
indicates that they did have faith to some degree, though not implicit
faith.

The slightly different accounts of the event given by Matthew,
Mark and Luke, some one has paraphrased as follows,--Matthew:
"Save, Lord, we perish;" Mark: "Teacher, carest thou not that we
perish?" Luke: "Master, Master, we perish." All three accounts are



correct --one disciple cried out in one way and others in different
words. Some one puts it thus: "Little Faith prayed, 'Save us;' Much
Fear cried, 'We perish;' Distrust urged, 'Carest thou not?" More Faith
said, 'Lord;" Discipleship cried out, ‘Teacher;' Faint Hope cried,
‘Master, thou with authority.” Jesus arose (awoke) and commanded
peace and quiet, which immediately followed. The record mentions
the cessation of the wind and additionally the calming of the sea.
Some one might claim that a storm which came up suddenly might
happen to stop with equal suddenness, but this would not account
for the calming of the sea. Waters thus lashed to a fury could not be
calmed thus quickly except by superhuman power. This, indeed, we
may assume to be a prominent feature of the miracle.

It is rather peculiar that the Greek word used for "Be still" in
this text is the same word used by our Lord to the demon. (Mark
1:25.) This rather corroborates the suggestion foregoing respecting
the storm being the work of the Adversary. In any event this miracle
shows clearly that storms should not be accredited, as they frequent-
ly are, to divine malevolence; for if the Father had caused the storm
the Son would not have interfered with it. We do not wish to inti-
mate, either, that every storm is of Satanic origin; we do not dispute
that many of them arise from natural causes; but we do hold that
some of them are supernatural and of the Adversary, and as a Scrip-
tural evidence along this line we cite the whirlwind raised up by
Satan, which smote the house in which Job's children were feasting.-
-Job 1:13,19.

That our Lord intended this experience to be a lesson to the
disciples, along the line of faith in him, seems to be borne out by
verses 40,41. He said unto them, "Why are ye fearful? Have ye not
yet faith?" Has your faith not yet developed to such a degree that
you can trust me, and realize the Father's favor and power ever with
me for my protection, and that while with me no harm could possi-
bly overtake you--nothing that is not wholly under my control? No
wonder the apostles gained additional reverence for the Lord as a
result of this miracle. Apparently it came just in the right time and
order to be their appropriate lesson. In fact we may conclude that
every item of their experience and every item of our Lord's conduct,
teaching and mighty works was especially for the instruction of
these twelve, who were to be his witnesses to us and to the nations
of the earth respecting that ministry.

SPIRITUAL LESSONS FOR THE
SPIRITUAL HOUSEHOLD

There is a precious lesson in this miracle for all of the Lord's
followers outside of the apostleship, too. We also have need of faith
and need of tests to our faith. {}Our daily experiences since we
became the Lord's followers have been guided and guarded appar-
ently by the power unseen, to the intent that as pupils in the school
of Christ, we may all be taught of him and develop more and more
of the graces of the Spirit, and particularly more and more faith.
How important this item of faith is we probably cannot fully appre-
ciate now. It seems to be one thing that the Lord specially seeks for
in those now called to be followers. "Without faith it is impossible to
please God." "With faith all things are possible." Proper faith is
understood, of course, not credulity, not reliance upon the words of
men, but implicit faith in the Lord for all that he has promised. "Ac-
cording to thy faith be it unto thee."

So important a grace must of necessity require many lessons
for its proper development, and it does not surprise us that in our
individual experiences as Christians we find those which correspond
to the experiences of the apostles noted in this lesson. How suddenly
the Adversary may at times bring against us a whirlwind of tempta-
tion or of opposition or of persecution. How at such times our sky
seems overcast, dark, foreboding; how the waves of adversity or
affliction have almost overwhelmed us, and how the Lord seemed
asleep and heedless of our distress and indifferent to our necessities!
Such experiences are tests of our faith, as this one was a test to the

{1} 15 Oct. 15 Manna, Mar. 11:22

faith of the apostles. If our faith be strong enough under such cir-
cumstances, we would keep on with our proper endeavors to adjust
matters corresponding to the bailing of the boat and the working of
the oars; but meantime, with an implicit faith in the Lord's promise
that "all things shall work together for our good," we would be able
to sing as did the Apostle Paul and Silas after being beaten while in
the stocks for their faithfulness to the Lord. They rejoiced that they
were accounted worthy to suffer for the name of Christ. 3So ac-
cording to our faith will we be able to rejoice even in tribulation. We
cannot enjoy the sufferings; we can enjoy the thought which faith
attaches to them, namely, that these are but light afflictions working
out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

{3}Each experience of this kind should be helpful to us. If at
first we were fearful and cried aloud, by and by we received the
succor, with perhaps the reprimand, "O, thou of little faith;" but as
lesson after lesson has come to us, the Master will expect--and we
should expect of ourselves--greater faith, greater trust, greater peace,
greater joy in the Lord, greater confidence in his presence with us
and his care over us, and in his power to deliver us from the Adver-
sary and from every evil thing, and to bring us eventually in safety
to the port we seek--the heavenly Kingdom.

THE CHURCH'S EXPERIENCES
PREFIGURED

Some one has suggested, apparently on reasonable grounds,
that this experience of Jesus and the Apostles in the boat during the
night pictured the experiences of the Church during this Gospel age.
The Lord assured his people, saying, "Lo, | am with you alway, even
to the end of the age," and "I will come again and receive you unto
myself, that where | am there ye may be also," and "nothing shall by
any means hurt you," etc. The Lord's faithful people all through this
age have realized with more or less distinctness the certainty of
these precious promises; they have felt that the Lord indeed is with
his Church; yet it has seemed at times as though he were asleep,
inattentive to the prayers of his faithful, and inattentive to their cries
and groans. For eighteen centuries his dear ones have been tempest-
tossed by the Adversary, persecuted, afflicted, buffeted--all through
this dark night, in which the only light available has been "thy Word
a light to my feet." The experiences of others in the past are our
experiences in the present.

We of today represent the Lord's cause in the midst of the rag-
ing elements of human passions, oppositions, etc.; and as the Apos-
tle declares of his day, so it is still true that "we wrestle not with
flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers and spiritual
wickedness in high positions." The storms may seem to come from
the world, but really beyond the world is the Adversary. "We are not
ignorant of his devices;" our hearts would be at times dismayed
except as faith is able to see the Lord with us in the ship, and able to
grasp the thought of his mighty power in his own time and way to
speak peace to the world.

Soon the time will come for him who careth for us to exert his
great power on our behalf, to deliver his people, to say to the raging
elements, Peace, be still. Then will follow the great calm, the great
rest from the evil one for a thousand years, for he shall be bound that
he shall deceive the nations no more. Then will come the eternal rest
of the heart to all who are now in the boat with the Lord, and then
will come the opportunity for all these to be co-laborers with him in
the great and glorious work of blessing the world. It must not sur-
prise us, however, if a dark hour is before us--if the time will come
when the stormy winds will be so fierce that many will cry out in
fear and trembling. Let us learn well the precious experiences of the
present time, so that then our faith shall not fail us--so that in the
darkest hour we shall be able to sing and to rejoice in him who loved
us and bought us with his own precious blood, and to sing the song
of Moses and the Lamb.

{2} 1 Oct. 15 Manna
{3 Oct. 9 Manna

Hymn 74 — “Happy the man who learns to trace
The leadings of Jehovah's grace”
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QUIETNESS IN THE MIDST OF STORMS
"When He giveth quietness,
who then can make trouble?"--Job 34:29.

ELIHU, the speaker of these words, was a young man who
lived in Job's day--supposedly in the time of Abraham. He was one
of the four friends of Job who called upon him in his adversity to
comfort him. Being the youngest of all, he hesitated to speak as
freely as did the other three friends of Job. He had heard them speak,
and had discerned where they had made mistakes.

The fact that certain words are recorded in the Bible does not
necessarily mean that they are inspired of God or even that they are
true. We remember having in our youth a discussion with some one
who finally quoted us a passage of Scripture which seemed to be in
conflict with all the other Scriptures. We said, "If that is Scripture,
we would like to know it." Our opponent looked it up and found that
it read, "And the Devil said," so and so. Surely there is no reason to
believe that the Devil is inspired--no reason to believe that the Dev-
il's words are inspired.

These words spoken by Elihu were as wise as any spoken by
Job's comforters--probably wiser; but they were surely human wis-
dom, so far as we can discern. When Elihu put this question, "When
He giveth quietness, who then can make trouble?" he was seeking to
draw a line in this criticism of Job, being averse to an extreme posi-
tion, yet agreeing neither with Job nor his other friends. Job's three
friends had been arguing that he must have done some very wicked
deeds, and that as a result his camels and his cattle were destroyed--
in fact all of his property, everything he possessed, as well as his
children. He had lost all his ten children and lost also the affection
of his wife. And these comforters were trying to have him admit that
he had committed some great crime and that God was angry with
him. Still Job insisted that he had been doing his very best--not that
he claimed to be perfect, but he had been striving to live a godly life,
a just and honorable life.

ELIHU'S SOUND REASONING

So when Job had gotten through with his argument and his
three friends had gotten through with theirs, Elihu said (we para-
phrase), "Job, you admit that you are in trouble. Now if God had
given you quietness, who could make you trouble? He has surely
purposed that this trouble come upon you."

Elihu defended God. He claimed that the Lord had evidently
designed that Job should not have peace and prosperity longer; oth-
erwise these adversities could not have come upon him. Whatever
was the reason for it, Job's calamity evidently was not accidental.
There must have been a Divine hand in the matter. Even if Satan had
sent all these difficulties and trials, he could not have done so unless
God had permitted it. No one could have thwarted the Divine ar-
rangement and will. Elihu contended with Job that the Lord had the
right and the power to decide, that Job had not. He showed distinctly
the Power and the rightful authority of God to order in all the affairs
of life, and incidentally showed that Job was more righteous than all
his associates; that while he was a sinner, yet not on this account
was he being afflicted.

We may profitably get a thought from this discourse given by
Elihu. Here is a process of reasoning used by a man away back in
the past--about the time that the Evolutionists tell us man was a
monkey. Pretty sound reasoning for a monkey! Many of our college
presidents would do no better today. It is sound logic.

AFFLICTION NO PROOF OF GOD'S DISFAVOR

We also see that Job was not a great sinner. On the contrary, we
have every reason to believe that he was a true Prophet of God, a
true servant of God. He was one whom the Bible tells us God espe-
cially loved. This is shown in Ezekiel 14:19,20. "If | send a pesti-
lence into that land, and pour out My fury upon it in blood, to cut off
from it man and beast, though Noah, Daniel and Job were in it, as |
live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter;
they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness." Again,
the Apostle says, "Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have
seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender
mercy."--James 5:11.

It is quite true that Job's trouble could not have come upon him
if God had not permitted it. If God had wished him to have quiet-
ness, no one could have made him trouble. But He permitted trial to
come to test His servant, just as He permits trouble to come upon
His Church, and as He permitted it to come upon His well-beloved
Son. He permitted that men should do all manner of evil against His
Son--should scoff at Him, should spit upon Him, should smite Him,
should scourge Him, and finally crucify Him. The Lord has not al-

ways given quietness in these cases, but often trouble.

The lesson of the text for those who have put themselves in
God's care, is that no one can make them trouble without Divine
permission. The Lord tells us that during this Gospel Age He will
make all things work together for good to His children, and that He
will not suffer us to be tempted above what we are able to bear, (1
Corinthians 10:13.) In our Lord's case it pleased Jehovah to bruise
Him, to allow suffering and death to come upon Him. (Isaiah 53:10.)
It pleased God to adopt this Plan for the recovery of the world, be-
cause it best illustrates His Justice, His Wisdom, His Love and His
Power. It also resulted in great honor and glory to our Lord Jesus.

As concerns the Lord's people, there might be certain matters
relating to dispensational changes that could best be accomplished
through severe trials coming upon them. Then, additionally, God
wishes certain trials to come upon His people because He desires
them to trust Him where they cannot trace Him. He wishes them to
have unwavering faith in Him. The children of God, then, can take
these words of our text in a very different way from that originally
suggested to Job by Elihu. We may truly say, "When God giveth
quietness, who then can make trouble?" We recognize that there is a
certain quietness and rest of heart that all the Lord's saints may en-
joy. We realize this even when He permits severe trouble.

The Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Hebrews says, "We who
have believed do enter into rest." We enter into rest by coming into
the attitude where we can believe, where we can and do exercise
entire trust in God. Sometimes outward difficulties are helpful in
overcoming a wrong spirit. The Lord's people are not discouraged
by the things that would utterly crush out the vitality and the cour-
age of others. They get the wrong spirit pounded out of them; but it
is the hand of love that administers the blows, and the Lord knows
just how many and how severe ones are needed.

KEPT IN PERFECT PEACE

"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee." (Isaiah 26:3.) This thought is very precious to us as New
Creatures. "The peace of God which passeth all understanding,” is to
rule and keep our minds and hearts. (Philippians 4:7.) We are to
count the things of the present life as not worthy of comparison with
the glories of eternity. And so the Apostle says, "For our light afflic-
tion which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory, while we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
(2 Corinthians 4:17,18.) When our minds are stayed on the Lord,
and we take the proper view of our experiences, we can sing with
the poet:

"No storm can shake our inmost calm,
While to this Refuge clinging.”

We have peace, no matter what the outward conditions may be.
The trials and the difficulties of life come to the Lord's people com-
mingled with joys--the rain and storm, then the sunshine. They en-
joy all righteous pleasures that are in harmony with their consecra-
tion. They learn to cultivate patience in trial, knowing that patience
works out experience, and experience works out more and more that
hope which maketh not ashamed.--Romans 5:3-5.

So, then, it is to the Christian that our text brings the assurance
that when God gives quietness, none can make trouble. They "shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely for My sake," said the
Master, but then we are to "rejoice and be exceeding glad.” "Let not
your heart be troubled.” (Matthew 5:11; John 14:1.) We think our
text very precious when viewed from our standpoint.

TROUBLE NECESSARY TO OUR PROVING

Our Heavenly Father designs that various kinds of trouble shall
come upon us, that these may develop and prove our characters. It is
a part of the Divine Plan to permit us to have experiences of afflic-
tion. (Psalm 119:67,71,75; 34:19,20.) So when we see God's people
in trouble or trial today we are not to say that God is against them.
We are each to demonstrate our willingness to suffer according to
His will, and often to suffer unjustly. Our Lord set us an example of
cheerful, patient submission to God's will. We are to walk in His
footsteps. And we have the example of the Apostles, when trials and
difficulties and persecutions came upon them; and the example of
other saints all down the Age.

Trouble is not necessarily a sign of the disfavor of God. On the
contrary, we know that "many are the afflictions of the righteous,"



and that "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu-
tion." The Truth will cost them something. Faithfulness to the Lord
will cost them much. As the Apostle says, "If ye be without chas-
tisement [discipline, training], then are ye bastards and not sons.”
(Hebrews 2:8.) If God gives peace of heart, who can upset the one
who is thus in harmony with God, in whom this peace of heart is
ruling? This, then, is the greatest blessing of all. And He grants this
peace to those who are faithfully striving to walk in the footsteps of
Jesus. We have a Refuge which none but His own can know. No
harm can reach us within this Shelter; no storm can shake us from
our moorings, for we are securely anchored to the Rock of Ages.
"And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to the called according to His Purpose." (Romans 8:28.)

And as Job's after blessings far outweighed his brief trials, so it will
be with the Lord's saints today.
}"What though my joys and comfort die!
The Lord, my Savior, liveth;
What though the darkness gather round!
Songs in the night He giveth.
No storm can shake my inmost calm,
While to that Refuge clinging;
Since Christ is Lord of Heaven and earth,
How can | keep from singing?"

1} Hymn 179
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A TEMPEST-TOSSED PRISONER OF HOPE
--ACTS 27:1-26.--OCTOBER 31.--
Golden Text:--"Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him,
and he shall bring it to pass.”--Psa. 37:5.

FESTUS, governor of Judea, sent St. Paul and other prisoners
to Rome, the former with no derogatory charges against him. There
was no direct intercourse between Rome and the little port of Caesa-
rea; hence for a distance of six hundred miles the journey was made
by a small trading vessel. This journey lasted from about the middle
of August to September 1st--good speed for a sailing vessel in those
days, but the weather was fine. At Myra, St. Paul and two of the
brethren who accompanied him (Luke and Aristarchus) and the
guard and the other prisoners were transferred to an Egyptian vessel
laden with a cargo of wheat, enroute for Rome and bearing a consid-
erable number of passengers besides the crew--in all two hundred
and seventy-six persons. The pleasant weather continued for several
days and then it became stormy. The vessel abandoned her intended
route to get into the lea of the Island of Crete and tarried at the port
of Fair Havens for better weather. Thus they were delayed until
about October 1st, the Jewish New Year's Day and a fast day and the
time for equinoctial storms.

St. Paul drew attention to the dangers of continuing the journey
and advised that they winter there, but those in authority concluded
that they would go to Phenice, a larger port. But before they had
gone far a northeast wind (typhonic) struck the vessel suddenly and
they were obliged to go with the wind to the southward and came
under the shelter of the little Island Cauda. Here they undergirded
the ship by placing chains and ropes under her keel, because the
weight of the cargo of wheat and the severity of the storm had
strained her. They lowered the gearing of the sails and continued to
drive before the wind, guarding against sand banks. The ship la-
bored heavily in the storm; part of her cargo was thrown overboard,;
later on she was further lightened by casting overboard her heavier
furniture, tackle, etc. The storm continued for several days. Neither
sun nor stars were visible, and the captain could not tell his wherea-
bouts, for the compass had not yet been invented. Hence all aboard
were gradually abandoning hope. They had ceased to eat and were
almost in despair.

Then came the opportunity for St. Paul's message of cheer. He
reminded them that they should have followed his advice and stayed
at Fair Havens and not have sustained the loss and injury. But he
bade them be of good cheer, for their lives would all be preserved,
though the ship be destroyed. In explanation of his confidence he
related that the angel of God whom he served stood by him in the
night saying, "Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar;
and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore,
sirs, be of good cheer; for | believe God, that it shall be even as it
was told me. Howbeit we must be cast upon a desert island."

CALM IN A TIME OF STORM

The true Christian in proper relationship with the Lord has at
all times "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding," ruling
in his heart. It was St. Paul who sang praises to God in the prison at
Philippi, who was composed and ready to speak to the people after
being mobbed at Jerusalem, who was also the composed one in the
tempest on the Mediterranean Sea. While St. Paul was indeed a
stalwart follower of Jesus, with whom few, if any, could stand com-
parison, nevertheless the same principle holds with respect to every
sincere child of God. If their triumphs of faith are less heroic than
those of the Apostle, so also their trials are proportionately less se-
vere. The Christian has much advantage every way. He has the

promise of God, not only as respects the life that now is, but also re
the life to come.
}"JESUS SAVIOR PILOT ME OVER
LIFE'S TEMPESTUOUS SEA"

"The voyage of life" frequently resembles the one of this study.
It may start out with summer suns and every prospect favorable, but,
ere long, the trials and difficulties of life sweep down as a storm--
financial or social or moral tests come upon the individual to drive
him from his intended course. His purposes thwarted, his heart
overwhelmed with dismay and almost in despair he finds himself the
more ready to hear the message from on high, speaking peace and
telling him of a fair haven at last. Nevertheless it can be reached
only through the wrecking of the earthen vessel, and Divine provi-
dence alone can effect the ultimate salvation. Happy are those who
shall ultimately be saved even "through great tribulation," as the
companions of God's "peculiar people,” represented by St. Paul.
(Rev. 7:14.) But still more happy, more blessed will be the 144,000
who now have in the stormy times the fellowship of God and
through sore tribulation shall enter the Millennial Kingdom as Joint-
Heirs of the Lord. It will be through their instrumentality under God
that their companions in the storm of life may ultimately be saved.--
Rom. 11:31.

Ah, yes, we do well to heed the exhortation of our Golden Text,
"Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring
it to pass." He shall bring to pass blessings and peace, even in the
midst of the storms of life, and he shall bring to pass eventually for
these glory, honor and immortality through Christ.

May we not adapt Longfellow's majestic words:

Thou, too, sail on, O Ship the Great!
Sail on, O Church, be strong and wait!
Humanity with all its fears,

With all the hopes of future years,

Is hanging breathless on thy fate!
We know what Master laid thy keel,
What Workman wrought thy ribs of steel,
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope,
What anvils rang, what hammers beat,
In what a forge and what a heat,
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope!

Fear not each sudden sound and shock;
"Tis of the wave and not the rock;
‘Tis but the flapping of the sail,
And not a rent made by the gale.

In spite of rock and tempest roar,

In spite of false lights on the shore,
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea!
Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee,
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears,
Our faith triumphant o'er our fears,
Are all with thee--are all with thee!

5} Hymn 327A




