September 9

That ye may be blameless and harm-
less, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the
world; holding forth the word of life. Phi-
lippians 2:15,16

IT is the duty of every child of God to

be very active in the dissemination of the
Truth--in letting his light shine, and in keep-
ing it trimmed and burning. "Trimmed and
burning!" what does it mean? It means that
we must give very close attention to the
words of life that we may come to an exact
knowledge of the Truth, and that we must
carefully and faithfully trim away every
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vestige of error as fast as it becomes appar-
ent to us--whether it be an error in doctrine
or in our daily walk and conversation--so
that the pure light of divine truth may shine
out with as little obstruction as possible
through the medium of a clear and transpar-
ent character. Z.'03-358 R3243:3

BLAMELESS AND HARMLESS, WITHOUT REBUKE

"That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world, holding forth the Word of life."--Phil. 2:15,16.

TO BE BLAMELESS is to be devoid of any disposition to do
evil; not controlled by anger, malice, hatred, strife; but, on the con-
trary, to be disposed to do all the good possible to all with whom we
have contact. We should be harmless, not merely so far as God
would see, or so far as the brethren would see, but, so far as possi-
ble, harmless in the sight of the world, before whom we are to shine.

Blamelessness does not necessarily mean perfection. One
might be blameless and yet imperfect on account of natural weak-
nesses. To be blameless in the sight of God is to live so that he may
see one's intentions always to be just, loving, kind. The world will
speak evil of us even as they spoke evil of our Lord, and will hate
us; for the darkness always hates the light. If we have the friendship
of the world, we are not in accord with God. The Apostle James
asks, "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with
God? Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend of the world, is the
enemy of God." (James 4:4.) But if we are friends of God, the world
will seek to do us injury as evil-doers--"as deceivers, and yet true."”
While not "friends of the world," we must endeavor to be at peace
with them, so far as lies in us.

We cannot, however, expect to please everybody. We are to be
blameless in the sight of those of mankind who are recognized as
having the best judgment amongst the people. Thus it was with our
Lord. While the world blamed him, yet in their private councils they
recognized the fact that he was harmless. Pilate, who put him to

death, was honest enough to state, "What evil hath he done? I find
no cause of death in this man"; "l am innocent of the blood of this
just person."--Luke 23:22; Matt. 27:24.

In the text under consideration the thought of the Apostle is that
whatever charges may be made against us, our course of conduct
before the world should be such that only the perverse of mind will
think wrongly of us; that the better minds would think justly and
note that the lives of the Lord's people are indeed blameless, not
blameworthy.

The disciples were dwelling in the midst of a perverse genera-
tion, their own Jewish nation, among whom they were so to conduct
themselves that their lives would be a light to their fellowmen. Per-
verseness implies unwillingness to be guided by the Lord; crooked-
ness seems to apply to their course of life, not always a way of open
wickedness, but a crookedness, doing both right and wrong. On the
one hand was an evil heart of unbelief; on the other were forms and
ceremonies.

For more than eighteen hundred years these conditions have
followed the Lord's people. Everywhere there is a great deal of
crookedness and self-will. Many things are done which are known to
be contrary to the will of the Lord. Amidst these conditions the
Lord's people are to shine as lights; they are to seek to walk in the
Lord's ways, that they may "show forth the praises of him who has
called them out of darkness into his marvelous light."
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YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
"Ye are the light of the world;...let your light shine....Think not that | am come to destroy the Law or the Prophets: | am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil. For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law till all
shall be fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called least in the Kingdom of Heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great
in the Kingdom of Heaven. For | say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness
of the scribes and pharisees ye shall in nowise enter into the Kingdom of Heaven."--Matt. 5:14-20.

OUR Lord's sermon on the mount, from which these words are
chosen for our present consideration, was a discourse remarkable for
its simplicity and its weighty import. From beginning to end there
are in it no attempts at literary embellishment nor oratory nor flights
of fancy to please and entertain. His object was to instruct, and he
did so in the most simple and forcible language. It will be observed,
too, that he did not on this occasion seek a public place where the
largest audience could be gathered; but, on the contrary, he chose a
place of retirement where he could be alone with his disciples. The
multitudes had thronged about him to witness his miracles and to
hear his words, and he had healed their sicknesses and taught them
many things, but this discourse was one specially designed for his
disciples, the household of faith. And here it has been faithfully
recorded, that its instructions may extend to the entire household,
even to the end of the age. So while we consider these words of our
Lord, we may almost realize that in company with Peter and James
and John, and many of the brethren and sisters of the early Church,
we, too, are sitting on the grassy slopes of the mountain side and
hearing the words as they fall from the lips of the greatest preacher
the world has ever known. And as we turn away from the hallowed
spot, let us not be forgetful hearers, but let us treasure up the words
of life; let them sink deep into our hearts and bring forth their rich
fruitage unto eternal life.

This fragment of our Lord's discourse indicates a responsibility
toward the truth received which it is feared many Christians do not
carefully observe and consider. Mark the expression, "Ye are the
light of the world;...let your light shine." And again he said, "As
long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world;...he that fol-

loweth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life." (John 9:5; 8:12.) And now, instructed and enlightened from his
Word, he would have us remember that we, as his representatives,
are the light of the world, and that we should keep our light con-
stantly trimmed and burning--that we must let our light shine so that
those following us may not walk in darkness.

Light is a symbol of truth, both in the Scriptures and in com-
mon parlance. So the expression, "Ye are the light of the world;...let
your light shine," is equivalent to saying--"You are now so illumi-
nated by the truth that you yourself have become a living representa-
tive of the truth. So do not in any way obscure it, but let it shine out
more and more, that others may be similarly blessed by it." This
truth is "the light of life"; it is what the world needs-- what all must
have before they can attain unto everlasting life. Men must know the
truth before the truth can make them free from the bondage of sin
and death; they must know the truth before the truth can cleanse and
sanctify them. It is the will of God, therefore, that all men shall
come to an accurate knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim. 2:4.) And there-
fore it is the duty of every child of God to be very active in the
dissemination of the truth--in letting his light shine, and in keeping it
trimmed and burning.

"Trimmed and burning!" ‘trimmed and burning!"" says some
thoughtful soul. "I have often sung with fervor those words, 'Let the
lower lights be burning,’ "Trim your lamps,' etc., but ¥2what does it
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mean?" It means that we must give very close attention to the words
of life that we may come to an exact knowledge of the truth, and that
we must carefully and faithfully trim away every vestige of error as
fast as it becomes apparent to us--whether it be an error in doctrine
or in our daily walk and conversation --so that the pure light of di-
vine truth may shine out with as little obstruction as possible
through the medium of a clear and (Hransparent character.

It is a lamentable fact that many of the Lord's children seem
very indifferent to this matter of trimming their lights. They get
some truth and with it a great deal of error; and instead of trying to
eliminate the error, they hold and teach the two together, so that the
light they shed is not a pure light, but is colored and distorted by the
shades with which it is mixed. And again, even when much pure
truth is held, there are those who fail to let it have its cleansing ef-
fect upon the character, and so the light is obscured and misrepre-
sented by the unclean medium through which it passes. Any who
continue thus to hold the sacred trust of truth are really unworthy of
it, and must eventually lose it; for it is written, "Light [truth] is sown
for the righteous™; and such indifference to the claims of the truth is
unrighteousness.

In our Lord's day there were those who openly professed to be
teachers and representatives of divine truth. The scribes and phari-
sees professed to be very zealous for the truth, and thought them-
selves very creditable manifestations of its cleansing power. They
claimed to have the light and to be letting it shine. "God," said the
pharisee, "l thank thee that | am not as other men....I fast twice in the
week, | give tithes of all | possess.” But the Lord said, "Woe unto
you;...ye outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full
of hypocrisy and deceit." So they appeared in the Lord's sight; but
they were reverenced and honored of men and esteemed as holy, and
as guides in the way of truth and holiness. To God's law they pre-
sumed to add their own vain and foolish traditions, which made void
the law of God, and they were very zealous in teaching these tradi-
tions to the people.

In so doing those teachers were inexcusable. The law of God
was open before them, and it was their privilege and their duty to be
correctly informed with reference to it. And especially after Christ
had come, and by his teaching had made the truth so manifest, and
the absurdity of their vain traditions so apparent, they were without
excuse. And our Lord's accusation of hypocrisy well fitted their case
when they resolutely determined to hold and teach the traditions of

13} Phil 1:9-10 Weymouth Translation: “And it is my prayer that your
love may be more and more accompanied by clear knowledge and
keen perception, for testing things that differ, so that you may be men
of transparent character, and may be blameless, in preparation for the
day of Christ, being filled with these fruits of righteousness which
come through Jesus Christ — to the glory and praise of God.”

the Elders and to oppose the increasing light of truth which made
their absurdity so manifest.

The scribes and pharisees had much truth: they had the whole
law of God and claimed to believe and teach it; but they miserably
colored and distorted it by their traditions and their really ignoble,
though whitewashed, characters. And consequently their efforts,
professedly to convert men to God, resulted only in making more
hypocrites like themselves.

"l say unto you," said the Lord to his disciples, "that except
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven."

Let us beware of that kind of righteousness which to men may
indeed appear fair and praiseworthy, but which, in God's estimation,
is mere sham and hypocrisy. God, who reads the heart, quickly dis-
cerns the motives with which we receive or disseminate the Truth;
and foolish indeed is the man who attempts to make merchandise of
this divine treasure for the paltry gains of this fleeting life, who pre-
fers to hold and to teach error and becloud or oppose the truth of
God, or to sell it after having once accepted it, for money, or influ-
ence, or popularity among his dying fellow-travelers on the way to
the tomb, or for any consideration whatever.

And yet there are some who, though they do not thus hypocriti-
cally make merchandise of the Truth, do in a measure undervalue it,
and who, both in the present and in the future, will be the losers
thereby. If we permit prejudice, or some measure of self emulation,
or of pride, or of combativeness, or any other thing, to interrupt the
freedom of artless candor and simplicity and that spirit of meekness
which alone befits the searchers after truth, we will find ourselves
approaching the pharisaical spirit which, when fully ripe, becomes
glaring hypocrisy. Those who avoid such a disposition, and who,
therefore, in meekness and sincerity fully accept the Truth and zeal-
ously teach it at any cost or sacrifice, shall, the Lord says, be called
great in the kingdom of heaven; while those who hold and teach a
measure of error when it was their privilege to have clear Truth, had
they been in the right condition of heart to receive it, shall be called
least in the kingdom of heaven.--Matt. 5:19.

Prejudices and various old deformities of disposition often
greatly retard the progress of some of God's sincerely consecrated
children; and in consequence their efforts, which are verily meant to
be in God's service, are misdirected, and they are found both believ-
ing and teaching contrary to the Truth on points where God's Word
is very explicit. Let us beware of these things, and, diligently casting
behind us every hindrance to our personal progress in the way of
truth and to our usefulness in the Master's service, let us run with
patience, with meekness and diligence the race set before us, look-
ing unto Jesus, who has said, "My grace is sufficient for thee. My
strength is made perfect in weakness."
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"WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT"
--EPHESIANS 5:6-21.--JUNE 28.--
Golden Text:--"Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be ye filled with the Spirit."--v. 18.

AS implied by the selection of the Golden Text, the Interna-
tional Sunday-School Study styles this a Temperance Lesson. We
shall not, however, treat it particularly from that standpoint, as we
do not consider that such was the apostolic thought, except in the
sense that temperance and abstinence from evil in any form are the
inculcations of holy Scripture for all who have named the name of
Christ. Thus the Golden Text properly sets before us that there is
one spirit of the world and another spirit of the Lord; one a spirit of
error, the other the spirit of truth. We are no longer to walk in dark-
ness as others--in sin, in rioting, in drunkenness, in debauchery of
various kinds; the Christian course is the very reverse of this, for he
has turned his back on all these experiences and is walking in the
light of the lamp, toward the things that are perfect, toward the
things set before him in the divine Word and plan. Instead of need-
ing alcoholic spirits for his refreshment he has the Spirit of the Lord,
the holy Spirit, which exhilarates; it overcomes the spirit of gloom
and fear, it does for him much more than alcoholic spirits could do
for the natural man in the way of blotting out unpleasant memories
and bringing in happiness.

THE SEVEN WAYS OF THIS EPISTLE

The Epistle to the Ephesians is one of the grandest books of the
Bible. Deeply spiritual it appeals thoroughly only to the consecrated.
Its central thought is the New Creation; that the justified by a conse-

cration of their justified humanity, when accepted of the Lord, are
begotten of the holy Spirit to be New Creatures in Christ. For such,
old things have passed away--earthly hopes, earthly aims and ambi-
tions; their earthly rights have been surrendered, and instead of
them, heavenly prospects have been received by faith and are waited
for, with the expectation that they will be received in the First Res-
urrection. The first part of the book of Ephesians relates to the theo-
ry, the philosophy of the change from human to spiritual, from hu-
manity to membership in the New Creation; the last chapters of the
book point out to us the effect of this change, not only upon the
sentiments of the New Creature, the new will, but also the effect of
the change upon the mortal body, which the new mind is supposed
thereafter to hold in check, to govern, to control with more and more
decision and ability as it grows stronger in the Lord and in the power
of his might. The New Creature is to keep the old creature, the body,
under; to keep it dead, buried. Our lesson relates particularly to this
phase of the subject--the New Creature's battle and victory and its
preservation, which is dependent upon the maintenance of its rule
over the flesh.

The opening words of our lesson (v. 6), "Let no man deceive
you with vain words, for because of these things cometh the wrath
of God upon the children of disobedience," should not be understood
to signify that God's wrath comes because of vain words. The things



which bring the wrath are mentioned in the preceding verses (3-5),
fornication, uncleanness, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talking,
ribaldry; for, as the Apostle explains, those in whom these character-
istics are dominant, or those in whom the characteristics are sympa-
thized with, can have no inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and of
God. Let no man deceive you with vain words on this subject, tell-
ing you that such things are natural, proper, excusable. They have
indeed become second nature to many of the fallen race, but if any
who have become New Creatures in Christ love the unclean things,
sympathize with them, desire them, or jest about them, they are far
from the condition which is becoming to saints. Such a mental atti-
tude on their part would imply that they had either never been begot-
ten of the Spirit of holiness or else they were returning again like a
sow that was washed to wallow in the mire. These things are charac-
teristic of the children of disobedience, but not characteristic of the
children of obedience. The Apostle says elsewhere, Such were ye;
but now ye are washed, but ye are justified, but ye are sanctified
through the Lord Jesus Christ. (I Cor. 6:11.) In our lesson he ex-
horts, "Be ye not, therefore, partakers with them," with the children
of disobedience; for ye were once in darkness, but now are ye light
in the Lord.
"WALK AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT"

He proceeds to show how the children of light should walk,
saying, The fruit of the Spirit, wherever it is found, is goodness and
righteousness and truth-- therefore, the holy Spirit never prompts to
badness, unrighteousness, untruthfulness. And whoever has received
the holy Spirit, whoever has been begotten of the Lord as his child,
will want to prove, to demonstrate, to ascertain thoroughly what is
acceptable unto the Lord; what the Lord will be pleased with, not
merely what would not merit severe punishment from the Lord, not
merely what the Lord would wink at and not take serious offence
from, but far beyond all this! Whoever properly has the spirit of a
son must desire to know the Father's will and delight to do it, and
that will is in all purity, goodness, righteousness, truth, honesty. The
influence of this determination of the New Creature to please God,
to do his will, will signify that his life, that his heart and so far as
possible every act and word of his will be in accord with goodness,
in accord with the principles of righteousness which God represents-
-in accord with truth.

"HAVE NO FELLOWSHIP WITH THE UNFRUITFUL WORKS
OF DARKNESS, BUT RATHER REPROVE THEM"

We are responsible not only for what we ourselves may do and
think as New Creatures, but our responsibility goes out beyond our-
selves to the brethren, to all who in any sense of the word come
under our influence. Obscene jesting certainly is to receive no en-
couragement, to provoke no laughter, but rather to call forth a gen-
tle, loving rebuke. Brother, Sister, let us set our affections on things
above--let us walk in the light, let us think of and discuss whatsoev-
er things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good repute. Let us put away from our conversation and from
our thoughts everything that would be defiling and ensnaring to
ourselves or to others. Failure to reprove is a measurable endorse-
ment of the wrong. A word in season--how good it is, how helpful!
But it is equally important that the word of reproof be wisely and
lovingly given, otherwise it may do harm where we intended good;
as the Scriptures say, "Speak the truth in love."”

"THINGS WHICH ARE DONE IN SECRET"

"It is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of
them in secret"--that are done in the dark. The Apostle's intimation
is that the whole world lieth in darkness, and in the wicked one and
in sin, and that the Lord's people of the New Creation have accepted
his leadership in the opposite direction; that they are children of the
light and should walk accordingly in the light, and that they should
lift up the light of truth; that they should allow the holy Spirit to
shine forth for the reproving of the world, for the reproving of dark-
ness, and for the setting up of a standard of righteousness in harmo-
ny with the Lord's example.

The Apostle here reminds us of the prophetic statement,
"Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light." This should be our attitude toward all who are still
unregenerated. The world lieth in the wicked one, in sin, in dark-
ness. Instead of having fellowship with them in the works of dark-
ness, instead of sharing in their foul jesting, we are rather to reprove
them and to direct them according to the above Scripture, to awake
from their stupor, from their sleep, to recognize conditions from
their true standpoint, and that, getting awake, they should realize
that they are sinners; that the wage of sin is death, and that the ten-
dency of sin is downward--and that they should rise from the dead,
should separate themselves from the world, not only so far as their
conduct is concerned, but so far as their conversation and their sym-

pathies are concerned, that all these should be turned toward the
Lord, toward the truth, toward the light. It is to those who thus sepa-
rate themselves from the world and its spirit that the Lord has prom-
ised to give light, a little and a little more and a little more, for the
path of the justified, the path of those following in the footsteps of
Jesus, will shine more and more until the perfect day.

THE SEVEN WALKS

The Christian's walk of course means his course of conduct, in-
cluding thoughts and words and acts. The Apostle indicates very
clearly what this work or course of the Christian should be, outlining
it in seven different ways.

(1) The New Creature should walk not according to the course
of this world, not according to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit which now worketh in the children of disobedience. (Eph.
2:3.) This is the walk of the world, the walk of evil-doers, the walk
of the children of wrath; it is the very opposite of the walk of the
children of the light.

(2) The New Creation should walk in good works-- "For we are
God's workmanship, created in Christ unto good works, which God
has before ordained that we should walk in them."--Eph. 2:10.

(3) The New Creation should "walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith they are called." (Eph. 4:1.) Their vocation is the very
highest of all; they are the representatives of the Lord and Master;
they bear his name, and should seek in everything to glorify it and
never to dishonor it. What we do, what we say, what we think --in
fact, even general appearance and deportment, and where we are
seen, all reflect more or less upon the great King, whose ambassa-
dors we are. Our vocation is that of servants of God, and no earthly
avocation should be permitted in any degree to hinder or abridge the
influence or the service which we have undertaken as children of
God, as joint-heirs with Jesus Christ our Lord, prospective members
of his Bride class, his Kingdom class.

(4) The New Creation are to "walk not as other Gentiles walk."
(Eph. 4:17.) We are not merely to refrain from the sins and gross
immoralities of the natural man, but we are to allow this principle or
spirit to pervade all of life's interests. We are to refrain from follow-
ing foolish, worldly fashions, from being influenced by a worldly
spirit; we are to have the Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of a sound
mind to direct us in our joys, in our sorrows, in our wedding celebra-
tions, in our funeral services--in fact, whatsoever we do we are to do
to the glory of God and are not to be influenced by the spirit of the
world, but contrariwise are to set a proper example for the world in
all matters --in gentleness, kindness, patience, faithfulness to the
Lord and to duty. The walk of the world is on the broad road; the
walk of the Church is on the narrow path. As we progress in Chris-
tian experience, we find this path getting farther and farther away
from the broad road which the world is traveling, and whoever tries
to keep pace with the world will in many respects be apt to find
himself leaving the narrow path or otherwise disadvantaging himself
as a New Creature.

(5) The New Creation is to "walk in love." (Eph. 5:2.) Their
words, their deeds, everything with which they are connected, is to
be governed by this law of the New Creation--love. "Love is the
fulfilling of the Law." "A new commandment | give unto you, that
ye love one another, as | have loved you." In compliance with this
law of love and our Lord's glorious example, the Apostle says we
ought to so love one another as to be willing to lay down our lives
for the brethren. We should be ready to lay down a few months, a
few years; we should be ready at any time we can find an opportuni-
ty of service for a brother, especially along the lines of his spiritual
or higher interests as a New Creature. This spirit of love is to control
our conduct with all; we are to love our neighbors and seek to do
them good, to serve their interests. "Love worketh no ill to his
neighbor,” would not take advantage of his neighbor to cheat him, to
injure him in any manner. Love would not prompt its possessor to
speak evil of his neighbor, but would lead to a remembrance of the
Scriptural injunction, "Speak evil of no man." Love would do this
from principle, because it is right; but more than this, Love ultimate-
ly takes such an interest that the brother exercising it does not wish
to do anything that would be harmful to another's interests, to his
welfare, but rather to do something to his honor and blessing. Love,
progressing as we walk in it, ultimately brings us to that blessed
condition where we can love our enemies and be glad of the privi-
lege of doing good to those who despitefully use us and persecute
us.

(6) The New Creation are also instructed to walk as children of
light; their course in life is always to be with respect to the things
that are just, pure, loving, noble, kind, the things that are in harmony
with the divine character and Word, the things that prove to be of
greatest blessing to neighbors and to friends. As children of the light



every day and year will see progress; their light will be shining more
and more clearly and accomplishing the greatest good; they will not
be ashamed of it, but will set it on a candlestick, where it may give
light to all in the house, to every member of the household of faith.
"Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father which is in heaven."--Matt. 5:16.

(7) The New Creation should "walk circumspectly.” (Eph.
5:15.) This word circumspectly signifies to look carefully all around
at every step. The Christian cannot be a careless liver, and as he
looks around him and realizes the various pitfalls and snares, not
only will he seek to make straight paths for his feet, lest that which
is lame be turned out of the way, but additionally he will seek divine
aid and counsel and guidance that he make no mistakes, that every
step in life's pathway will be such as will have divine approval and
glorify God in his body and spirit which are God's. This circumspec-
tion of our walk as New Creatures is the more necessary because our
Adversary, the devil, is specially on the alert to ensnare us; and our
tests are permitted to be the severer as we come nearer the goal of
character. We should walk circumspectly also because we profess to
be of the New Creation, begotten of the holy Spirit and not of the
world, but separate from it; and because our lights so shining more
or less reprove the world. Therefore the world, instead of sympathiz-
ing with us, hate us, and watch either to see what fault can be found
with our walk, or to stumble and trip us, sometimes from malicious
impulse and sometimes from sympathetic reasons; as the Apostle
Peter, when speaking to our Lord, said, Far be it from thee, Lord, to
thus sacrifice thyself and die. To walk circumspectly is to take note
of these various hindrances and stumbling stones and pitfalls; to
hearken to the instructions of the Lord's Word and to the leadings of
the holy Spirit; and thus to walk carefully; and in so doing to devel-
op the characters which are most pleasing to our Lord and Head.
The Apostle says this circumspection is necessary in order to our
walking "not as unwise but as wise." There is a wisdom of the world
which is foolishness with God, and there is a wisdom with God
which is foolishness to the world. The wisdom of God is to be ours,
and we are to exemplify it in all the affairs of life. Hence the faith-
ful, the New Creatures in Christ, should be the most exemplary, the
most wonderful people in the whole world, the wisest in the man-
agement of their affairs, the wisest in the government of their chil-
dren, the wisest in their eating, drinking and dressing. Not that the
world will always approve, but that the end will justify the course
which the Lord's Word directs, and which the wise of the New Crea-
tion, walking circumspectly, will take.

"REDEEMING THE TIME"

This signifies buying back the time, as though the time were al-
ready mortgaged. And this is so; the cares of this life, its necessities,
the customs of the world, our fallen tendencies, all would absorb
every hour of life in the things pertaining to this life, whereas as
New Creatures our new hopes and aims and efforts are properly
centered upon things above, the heavenly, the King's matters. Where
may we obtain the necessary time wherewith to study and to refresh
ourselves in rehearsing the blessings, the promises and favors which
are ours as New Creatures? And where may we obtain the time for
telling these good tidings to others? If we allow the spirit of the
world to direct us we shall have no time for any of these things and
shall fail, but as wise and not as foolish children of the Lord, we will
see and appreciate the greater importance of the heavenly things,
and be ready to sacrifice our earthly interests and customs and ambi-

tions in favor of the heavenly. Thus we may redeem or buy back the
time that we had previously spent for worldly things, that we may
henceforth spend such time in the interest of ourselves and others of
the New Creation and in the service of our Lord and Master, to
whom we have consecrated our all, which we find to be so little over
and above the things necessary to provide honestly for the life that
now is.
"WHEREFORE BE YE NOT FOOLS, BUT UNDERSTAND
WHAT THE WILL OF THE LORD IS"

How many of the Lord's people are fools! How many allow the
spirit of the world so to enter in as to hinder them from appreciating
the real wisdom and the proper course, the proper walk in life! It is
time for us to cease this foolishness of trying to do everything just as
the world does it and to be everything that the world will approve! It
is time for us to determine that by the grace of God we will be popu-
lar with our Father in heaven, whether or not it makes us unpopular
with everybody else in the world! It will be sweeter far eventually to
hear his voice saying, "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord,” than to have the well done of the
world and its applause, and to come short of the glorious blessing to
which we have been called!

"INSTEAD PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING"

Instead of intoxication with the spirit of the world and its ambi-
tions, its craze for money and for show and outward adornment, we
are to be so filled with the Spirit of the Lord, that our chiefest joy,
our chiefest blessing, will be in giving thanks to the Lord for his
goodness, in maintaining a fellowship of heart with him and then
additionally having fellowship one with another, with those who are
in the truth, in the Lord. We are to speak one to another in psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, thus making melody in our hearts to the
Lord. The Lord's people are not to be morose, sullen, unhappy, al-
ways in tears. This is not the will of God concerning them; they are
on the contrary to be continually rejoicing, full of gladness, the basis
for this to be their faith in the Word of God, which they all continu-
ally eat and are nourished by, together with their fellowship with the
Lord, which will continually be a ground for praise and thanksgiv-
ing; and additionally, their fellowship with one another, which will
be more sweet than any earthly or selfish fellowship; more precious
than any sensual relationship, the exhilaration of the new mind con-
tinually growing stronger and more God-like, and seeking to build
up one another in the most holy faith and character-likeness of our
Redeemer. The Apostle says that we are to give to God, even the
Father, thanks always for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ; thanks for the trials, thanks for the clouds as well as for the
blessings and the sunshine; thanks for matters that seem to be adver-
sities, knowing that God is able to make all things work together for
good to them and has promised to do so, and that the entire matter of
needs and welfare are in the hands of our Redeemer, who is too wise
to err and too loving to be unkind, and who will not suffer us to be
tempted above that we are able. Well then may we rejoice!

We are exhorted also to submit ourselves one to another in the
reverence of the Lord, not to be dictatorial, not to be too self-
assertive, not to be anxious that our will should be done on earth or
in heaven, but rather desirous that the will of the Lord should thus
be done, and that we may be looking to note his leadings and provi-
dences in and through others as well as through ourselves, and espe-
cially to note the instructions in his Word.

[Hymn 196]
Walking With God

O for a closer walk with God,
To glorify his name,
To let my light shine on the road
That leads men to the Lamb!

The dearest object | have known,
Whate'er that object be,

I want to banish from thy throne,
And worship only thee.

Lord, give me grace to walk with thee
Through pain, or loss, or shame,
That ev'ry act may henceforth be

An honor to thy name.




