September 13
Behold, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity.
Psalm 133:1
LIKE our Lord, let us seek to be
peacemakers, and to dwell together with all
the brethren in the unity of the Spirit, in the

R4994 “LOVE OF THE BRETHREN A
CRUCIAL TEST "Behold, how good and
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity."--Psa. 133:1...

One thing to be considered is that there
is more opportunity for friction amongst
those who are spirit-begotten New Creatures
than there is amongst the world, as a whole;
that is to say, a company of people in the
nominal Church would find it easier to live
together in unity and peace than would a
company of people more thoroughly en-
lightened, energized by the Truth. This
statement might seem strange at first, but
becomes more apparent as we examine. In
the nominal Church religion is more a mat-
ter of form. With nominal Christians it is
customary to dress up and attend meetings,
to sit quietly and then to return home. Pleas-
ant things are noticed, as, for instance, the
sunshine, the flowers, the bonnets. Thus the
day passes. But with those more enlightened
there is a greater activity of mind, of
thought...

As soon as we begin to reason about the
things not written, there is danger of con-
flict. Whoever sticks most closely to the
Word of God will thereby not only do him-
self good, but will also be able to avoid
controversy with other brethren and their
philosophies. We presume that the Lord
would not be averse to our having certain
reflections along certain lines. We are, nev-
ertheless, to remember that if we have a
thought and present it to the brethren, and it
does not seem logical to them, we are not to
force it upon them, nor are they to force
their views upon us. The difficulty seems to
be that there is a tendency in such matters to
fight each thought to the finish, to want
everybody to agree with us, whereas the
proper way is to be content and let the mat-
ter rest...

We have no right to make our own
views tests. The things that are tests are the
things given us in the Scriptures...

Some see the more general outlines;
some see the details and fail to see the gen-
eral outline. While those who possess the
different casts of mind are to be neither
blamed nor praised, yet they must grasp the
thought that we are to be willing to suffer
for the Truth--in our loyalty to God, to the
brethren and to the Truth in general.

THE TRUTH ATTRACTS STRONG

CHARACTERS...

"We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the breth-
ren.” (I John 3:14.) The intimation is that
some of the brethren would be hard to love,
and that, unless we had passed from death
unto life, we would be unable to love them.

The Truth seems to take hold on the
stronger characters rather than on the weak-
er ones. The former have in their flesh more
of the firmness, grittiness and combative-
ness than have many others, who are too
pliable and "wishy-washy" to be acceptable
to the Lord as members of the "little flock"
of overcomers. Thus we see that the very
quality which makes us acceptable to the

bonds of peace. Let our activities, our com-
bativeness, etc., be engaged against the
great enemy and all the works of sin,--
including those in our members, our own
fallen flesh. We, and all the brethren, will
thus find sufficient engagement for every
combative element of our nature, in ways

Lord and which is one qualification of the
overcoming position, is a serious disad-
vantage in some respects... The more they
come together, the more they get wakened
up, the more opportunities there will be for
friction, and the greater necessity there will
be that all be thoroughly imbedded in and
covered with the Holy Spirit, which, like
oil, is smooth and unctuous and tends to
prevent friction.”

R2877 “FINALLY, BE ALL OF ONE
MIND "Finally, be all of one mind [harmo-
nious -- in accord], having compassion one
of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be
courteous; not rendering evil for evil, or
railing for railing; but contrariwise bless-
ing, knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing."--1 Pet.
3:89...

No doubt all have been struck with the
fact that those who manifest the deepest
interest in the divine plan are not always the
most smooth and most agreeable people in
the world: frequently they are so combative
as to be continually distressing both them-
selves and their friends by their unwisdom
or their disposition to wrangling and conten-
tion. The very quality which the Apostle
mentions in this text as like-mindedness or
harmony is peculiarly lacking, naturally, in
the disposition of the majority of those who
become deeply interested in present truth.
And some have been inclined hastily to
condemn the doctrines and to say, This is
not the peaceable spirit of Christ. Where the
spirit of Christ is there should be love and
harmony. So says the Apostle: "Finally, be
ye all of one mind." And this should be
borne in mind as being the final result of
discipline and instruction in the school of
Christ; by our attainment of this disposition
to harmony (while at the same time loyal
and courageous for the truth), we may safe-
ly gauge our growth in grace, knowledge
and love...

A wrangling and contentious disposi-
tion is the result of large combativeness —
misdirected -- unwisely exercised. Combat-
iveness itself is not a bad quality. On the
contrary, it is a good quality, -- a quality
actually indispensable to the attainment of
the prize set before us in the Gospel... Those
who lack combativeness... are like a boat
on the river which has neither oars nor
wheel nor screw-propeller. They can do
nothing but float with the current, for they
lack the apparatus necessary to stem it...
They are unfit for his purposes under the
present call of this Gospel age...

But while taking all the encouragement
we can...let us nevertheless, promptly take
ourselves in hand... From the moment we
enlist as soldiers of the Cross of Christ our
combativeness is to be turned into new
channels... We are to remember that com-
bativeness is not to be used toward the
brethren; for to fight against the brethren is
to fight against God, against the truth,
against the fellow-members of our own
brigade. Instead of fighting against the

well pleasing to the Lord, and employment
for every lovable and helpful quality we
possess, in building one another up, and
doing good unto all men as we have oppor-
tunity, especially to the household of faith.
Z.'03-363 R3246:5

brethren, we are to love them, and to fight
for them, even as we are to fight for the
Lord and for the truth. We are to remember,
too, that our combativeness is not to be
exercised against our friends, our neighbors,
or the world in general. No; all of these
have plenty to contend against without hav-
ing our opposition. On the contrary, they
need our sympathy, they need our help, they
need our encouragement, they need whatev-
er we can render them in the way of uplift.

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT

OF FAITH -- 1 TIM. 6:12

How, then, and against what shall we
exercise our combativeness, that it may be
well directed to the Lord's pleasement and
in the service of his cause? We answer, that
our combativeness is to be turned against
sin, and that its first exercise must begin
with ourselves: the battle with self is the
greatest battle, and we have the Lord's Word
for it that he that "ruleth his spirit (his own
mind, will) is better than he that taketh a
city,” ...

Those who had the largest amount of
combativeness naturally, when it was turned
into the proper channels, became thereby
the strongest and most valiant for the truth.
Peter, for instance, full of combativeness,
and at first seriously impeded by it, ready in
defense of the Lord to smite off the ear of
the high priest's servant, was very valiant
subsequently in the use of his talents to the
Lord's praise. James and John...were so
incensed at the Samaritans who refused to
receive our Lord into their city, and who
were so full of love and zeal for the Master
that they inquired, "Lord, wilt thou that we
call down fire from heaven to consume
these men and their city?" They had the
combativeness, they had the courage, they
had the zeal; but they had not yet learned
how to direct it, and so the Master intimat-
ed, when he said, "Ye know not what spirit
ye are of. The Son of Man came not to de-
stroy men's lives, but to save them.” By and
by, when they were anointed with the holy
spirit at Pentecost, and had learned gradual-
ly what spirit they were of ...

It was this natural combativeness con-
secrated to God, and rightly directed
through the spirit, that led Peter and one of
the others, when threatened, and charged
straitly by the Sanhedrin that they should
preach no more in the name of Jesus, to
courageously withstand this illegal restraint
upon their liberties and rights as Jews, under
the Law, and to be obedient to the voice of
the heavenly call, and to declare, "Whether
it be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For
we cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard" (Acts 4:19-20). The
Lord knew whom he was choosing for his
apostles, and we see clearly that weak, vac-
illating, nerveless men would not have
served the cause as did these whom Jesus
chose. And it is but reasonable that we con-
clude that the Lord similarly throughout this
age, is seeking for and choosing strong
characters, those who dare to do right; who



dare to incur the frown of the world and its
slights and sneers, its scoffs and its jeers, its
persecution because of fidelity to the Lord
and to the brethren...

As we finally, in larger and larger
measure, attain to harmony--to the subduing
of our natural dispositions toward conten-
tion, gradually getting these combative
tendencies into accord with the Lord and his
Word and his Spirit, and into accord with
those who are his, our fellow-soldiers in this
battle for the right, our condition will be
what the Apostle here describes; viz., we
will have compassion one of another. We
will expect to see and will see "the brethren™
striving for the mastery over self and we
will be sympathetic, compassionate; so that
if they err through weakness of the flesh, we
will be glad to restore such in the spirit of
meekness, remembering ourselves also lest
we should be tempted (Gal. 6:1). We will
love them as brethren ought to love--
heartily, thoroughly --such a love and such a
sympathy, such a compassion, as would
lead us to do everything within our power
for their assistance;--especially along the
lines of spiritual assistance, in the conquer-
ing of sin, and in growth in grace and
knowledge and love;--but, nevertheless, also
in temporal matters as we have opportunity,
as may be possible to us...

Combative people will always (while
in the flesh) feel a disposition to retaliate;
but those who have learned of the Lord the
lesson of self-control, and who have devel-
oped meekness and brotherly-kindness and
pity, will thereby be prepared to fulfil the
demands of our text, -- to not render evil for
evil, or railing for railing. And looking to
the Lord as the pattern they will see how it
was with him, that "When he was reviled he

reviled not again." Not because his enemies
had found in him something that could
properly and justly be reviled and evil spo-
ken of;-- nor because his enemies were so
nearly perfect that he could find nothing in
them to revile and speak evil of; but because
he was so full of submission to the divine
will that he was enabled to take the scoffs
and railings of the people, and to bear these
humbly and patiently, and to remember that
even hereunto he was called, that he should
endure patiently and learn the lessons, and
prove himself faithful, and develop and
demonstrate his true character, and feel and
manifest his pity for the people, in their
blindness and ignorance, and his love for
them.

And so it must be with us as we grow
in our Lord's character-likeness. We also
will be less disposed to rail at those who
rail, and to revile those who revile us. We
also will be ready to suffer the loss of all
things, and to do so with cheerfulness; yea,
even to rejoice in the trials and difficulties
of this present time, knowing, as the Apostle
declares, that these are working out for us a
far more exceeding and an eternal weight of
glory. We note here the harmony between
Peter's statement of this matter and our
Lord's statement of it: "Bless them that
curse you; bless and curse not" (Phil. 3:8; 2
Cor. 4:17; Matt. 5:44; Rom. 12:14). So the
Apostle says we should rather render bless-
ing. If we have not yet attained to this high
standard which is at the end of the race, the
mark of perfect love, where we love our
enemies and are ready and willing and anx-
ious to bless them, to help them, to desire
their uplifting out of darkness and degrada-
tion, and to wish and do all that we can in
harmony with this, the divine plan, let us

not be discouraged; but let us press onward,
that as soon as possible we may reach this
point, which is the mark of perfected char-
acter. For, as the Apostle says, "even here-
unto we were called, that we might inherit a
blessing."”

THE BLESSED INHERITANCE FOR

WHICH WE ARE BEING PREPARED

We were called to be the Royal Priest-
hood... This royal priesthood is to be God's
agency during the Millennial age for bring-
ing blessing to the world of mankind... It is
necessary that all who would be of this
Royal Priesthood should have such experi-
ences now...as would lead them to love
righteousness and to hate iniquity--such
experiences in battling with self and in gain-
ing control (at least so far as the mind, the
will is concerned), as would constitute them
victors and develop in them these graces of
the spirit mentioned by the Apostle, brother-
ly kindness, pitifulness, compassion. All
these qualities will be requisite in dealing
with the world during the Millennial age.
They will be merciful and faithful high
priests, because they will know how to
sympathize with the poor world in its fallen
condition, and how to make allowances for
them in their various efforts toward regain-
ing the standard of perfection then to be
established through restitution processes...
These "very elect” kings and priests

will be fully qualified to exercise their pow-
er in moderation, for then they will have the
new bodies in perfect accord with the new
minds;--the new minds which are now being
developed, disciplined and brought to that
standard of perfect love, which is full of
pity, compassion, brotherly kindness and
harmony. How necessary, dear brethren,
that we learn these lessons...”

R3245 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)
WAITING PATIENTLY ON THE LORD
--1 SAMUEL 2:1-10; 5:1-10.--SEPTEMBER 13.--
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!"--Psa. 133:1.

"YE have need of patience," writes the Apostle. }"In your pa-
tience possess ye your souls," instructs our Lord. "Let patience have
her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting noth-
ing," the Apostle explains. Very evidently patience, therefore, in-
cludes other graces of character--implies their possession to a certain
extent. Amongst the Lord's people patience surely must be preceded
by faith, and the degree of patience very generally measures the
amount of the faith. The Christian who finds himself impatient and
restless evidently is lacking in faith toward the Lord; for otherwise
he would be able to rest in the Lord's gracious promises, and wait
for their fulfilment. After using reasonable diligence and energy he
should be content to leave the results and the times and seasons with
the Lord.

Our lesson deals with David's attainment to the kingdom to
which he was anointed, while a shepherd boy, by the Prophet Samu-
el. His patient trust in the Lord, and waiting for his time and way to
give him the kingdom, are worthy of note, and constitute the most
striking feature of this lesson. As a youth he exercised patience until
the Lord's providence brought him the opportunity of meeting Goli-
ath, and being advanced to the position of a captain in the army and
made King Saul's son-in-law. Then came the check in his career,
when for seven years he was treated as an outlaw by the king, and
more or less so regarded by his fellow-countrymen. We have seen
his patience under these trying circumstances, and noted his unwill-
ingness to hasten the Lord's arrangements, in which he fully trusted,
his unwillingness to raise his hand against the king, or to sanction
his death at the hands of another. This lesson shows us that even
after the death of Saul David still waited patiently on the Lord to
give him, in his own way, the honors and powers promised.

{1 Sept. 12 Manna, Luke 21:19

For some time before Saul's death David and his six hundred
followers had been living in the country of the Philistines, and been
treated by them as allies; and when the Philistines went to war with
Israel--to fight against King Saul, who had been the enemy of David
and his companions--it would have appeared strange had the latter
refused to join in the war. In the Lord's providence they were very
graciously spared from either fighting against their brethren or
seeming unappreciative of their hosts, the Philistines, by the deci-
sion of the latter that they would prefer not to have David and his
company go with them. After the defeat of Saul and his army the
Philistines took possession of a considerable portion of the land of
Israel, and it became a question for David as to what should be his
proper course--how would the Lord give to him the throne of Israel,
as promised? That David's heart was loyal to the Lord, as the needle
to the pole, is evidenced by the fact that he did not conclude for
himself what his course should be, but made inquiry of the Lord.
This was probably done through the medium of the High Priest,
Abiathar. He got the Lord's answer and followed it to the letter,
locating, with his companions and their families, at Hebron and the
adjacent towns. David was of the tribe of Judah, and thus settling in
a central city of that tribe, where he and his family were well known,
he was safe amongst friends;--besides, the Philistines were his
friends. It was not long before the people of his own tribe chose him
for their king, and anointed him accordingly--thus falling into line
with the Lord's choice and anointing, already expressed years be-
fore.

This was seemingly a good start toward the fulfilment of the
Lord's promise of the kingdom, but again the matter was deferred
for another seven years, during which time David patiently saw
Ishbosheth, Saul's surviving son, anointed to be king over one prov-
ince after another of Israel, and, with his general, Abner, gaining
victory after victory over the Philistines,-- seemingly establishing



himself firmly in the power of the kingdom which David had cer-
tainly supposed was to come to him at the death of Saul. The experi-
ences of these seven years surely were as strong tests of David's
faith and patience as any in his career. To a man of his courageous
temperament and energy the disposition must have been to assert the
dominance of Judah over the other tribes, and to have declared them
to be in rebellion, and to have attempted their conquest in the name
of the Lord, with the assertion that he was the Lord's choice, anoint-
ed by Samuel, etc.

David's course during this time shows forth distinctly the true
character of the man. He trusted that the Lord, who had been with
him as a boy, and had delivered him from the lion and the bear, and
had used him as Israel's champion in the battle with Goliath, and had
guided him thus far, would continue to guide and direct, if he would
continue to be submissive, and to act only along the lines of the
Lord's direction. The wisdom of this course is manifest from the
narrative. David showed, not only in his dealings with the men of
Jabesh Gilead, but on other occasions, that he entertained no ani-
mosity toward those who were Saul's friends, and the friends of his
family. A man of smaller heart would have done very differently,
but would not have been "a man after God's own heart." David's
course was defensive. The tribe of Judah he knew was acting in
accord with the divine program, and hence, when Ishbosheth and his
army attempted to coerce the people of Judah and compel them to
recognize Ishbosheth, David and his supporters resisted this intru-
sion, though we have no evidence that David attempted to extend his
authority over the other tribes --except as they might voluntarily
choose to accept him as their king. This they finally did, at the end
of seven and half years, and a grand coronation made him king over
all Israel. His patient waiting for the Lord's time and the Lord's way
evidently was very much better than any other course he could have
pursued. The Lord's wisdom is always superior; though in the midst
of their trials, his people, being unable to see the end from the be-
ginning, may have too much confidence in their own schemes and
methods and too little faith in the Lord.

The Lord's people of today should take well to heart this lesson
of faith, obedience and patient waiting on the Lord. We, too, are
waiting for a Kingdom, and for the peace and blessing which the
Lord has promised shall come therewith. We, too, see Philistines in

the way, and rival brethren, who, though really the Lord's, do not see
so clearly as we the Lord's program for the establishment of his
Kingdom. It is for us to wait patiently on the Lord, while he uses the
wrath of man to praise him, and to make straight the way of the
Lord, and to usher in eventually his Kingdom under more favorable
conditions than would be possible if we were to attempt to act for
ourselves, or in any manner or sense to hasten his arrangements.

The Golden Text is an excellent one, and applied to this lesson
we see it illustrated in David's course. Although he was a man of
war, courageous and aggressive toward the enemies of the Lord and
of Israel, David was most emphatically a man of peace toward his
brethren of all the tribes;--careful to treat them as brethren, and to do
all in his power to maintain unity and brotherly love and friendship.
Although misunderstood and persecuted by them for a time, he fi-
nally was appreciated and proclaimed king of all Israel, with the
result that all the brethren, thus united by his wise counsel and con-
duct, did dwell together in unity, and Israel had peace and prosperi-
ty, whereas by a different course on David's part a fierce and long-
lasting civil war might readily have been enkindled.

We are reminded, too, of the fact that it was the Lord's own
brethren who persecuted him, but that, as the Apostle explains, “in
ignorance they did it." We rejoice to know that when the Lord shall
have fully established his Kingdom, all who are the Lord's people,
all desirous of being on the side of righteousness, will hail him glad-
ly as their King; and that the unity and peace and blessing of that
glorious Millennial age will far exceed anything that our minds can
grasp or our tongues express. (?Like our Lord, let us seek to be
peacemakers, and to dwell together with all the brethren in the unity
of the Spirit, in the bonds of peace. Let our activities, our combat-
iveness, etc., be engaged against the great enemy and all the works
of sin,--including those in our members, our own fallen flesh. We,
and all the brethren, will thus find sufficient engagement for every
combative element of our nature, in ways well pleasing to the Lord,
and employment for every lovable and helpful quality we possess, in
building one another up, and doing good unto all men as we have
opportunity, especially to the household of faith.

2 Sept. 13 Manna, Psa. 133:1

R5234 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0 2006)
MERCY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE
--JUNE 8.--GENESIS 45:1--46:7.--
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!"--Psalm 133:1.

WHEN Joseph beheld how changed were his brethren, he sym-
pathized with them. When he saw that their hearts went back to their
wrong course in his own case, and that they realized the Divine dis-
approval and were sorry, he pitied them. When he saw their interest
in his aged father and their unwillingness to hasten his death by an
unkind act or word he was full of pity. He wished, however, that the
disclosure of his identity should not be witnessed by the Egyptians.
Realizing that his emotions were getting the better of him, he hastily
cried out, ordering all the Egyptians to leave the room. Then he
made himself known, saying, "I am Joseph your brother, whom ye
sold into Egypt."

We can well imagine the consternation of the brethren. It had
appeared to them that their trials and difficulties were multiplied,
and that somehow or other Joseph had been identified with all their
troubles. Now, to be in his presence, to hear him speak to them, no
longer through an interpreter, but directly in their own language,
telling them that he was Joseph, we can imagine how they felt--
stunned.

But Joseph, full of true sympathy and pity, hastened to set them
at their ease. He did not cruelly threaten them, nor cause them to
suffer punishment for their wrong-doing. He did not even chide
them for the wrong. Instead, realizing that sin had already brought
them a punishment, Joseph consoled them, saying, "Be not grieved,
nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither; for God did send
me before you, to preserve life...to preserve you a posterity in the
earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now it was
not you that sent me hither, but God."

How beautiful the revenge! Joseph heaped upon his brethren
unasked forgiveness and expressions of sympathy. Alas, how few
Christians under similar circumstances would have been so noble!
And yet Christians have much advantage every way over Joseph, in
that they have been begotten of the Holy Spirit and have the instruc-
tions of the Scriptures. How beautifully Joseph represented in type
Christ and His Spirit. How evidently our creeds of the Dark Ages

misled us when they taught us to believe that all the Jews, the breth-
ren of Christ, were to be eternally tormented because they had cruci-
fied Jesus instead of accepting Him and becoming His disciples!

Now in the better light shining from one page to another of the
Bible, God's people are seeing that instead of Messiah's purposing
the eternal torture of the Jews, He purposes the contrary--that they
shall obtain Divine mercy and forgiveness. This mercy will be ex-
tended to them very shortly, after Messiah's Kingdom shall have
been established, as St. Paul points out in Romans 11:25-33: "They
shall obtain mercy through your mercy." The same thought is ex-
pressed by the Prophet, saying of Israel, "They shall look upon Him
whom they pierced, and shall mourn for Him." (Zechariah 12:10.)
Theirs will be a mourning of true sorrow, as they shall realize the
grievous wrong committed more than eighteen centuries ago. But
instead of their being punished with an eternity of torture, the Lord
will be gracious to them, as He declares, "And I will pour upon them
the spirit of grace and of supplication." How beautiful, and how
much in harmony with our typical lesson of today! Joseph's ten
brethren apparently typified Israel, as the Egyptians typified the
Gentiles, as Benjamin typified the Great Company, and as Joseph
himself typified the Messianic class, the Elect, of whom Jesus is the
Head, and the overcoming Church, the members of His Body.

"SPEAK COMFORTABLY TO JERUSALEM"

All along, the Bible record has been consistent with itself and
with the Divine character. Our trouble has arisen from giving heed
to the creeds of the Dark Ages. The Bible indeed does tell that no
one can become a member of Spiritual Israel except by believing in
Jesus as the Son of God, and becoming associated with Him in the
self-denials and sufferings of this present time, that they may have
joint-heirship in the coming Kingdom. Our mistake was in adding to
that simple Message, and telling the world, the Jews included, that
the fate of all others is eternal torment.

Quite to the contrary, now we see that what Spiritual Israel
gains is the Kingdom, and that Natural Israel and the world lose, in



the sense of failing to attain that highest glory and blessing. But we
see also that God's object in arranging for such a Kingdom is that it
may bestow the needed blessings upon Natural Israel and through
them ultimately upon all people.

This is the general lesson taught by the full forgiveness of Jo-
seph's brethren. The assurance given them that they merely carried
out the Divine Program corresponds well with the message that shall
ultimately come to the Jews; viz., that their crucifixion of Messiah
was merely a carrying out of the Divine Purpose, through which the
blessing of God is made available to all the families of the earth. To
this agree the words of St. Peter at Pentecost. Addressing some of
the repentant Jews he explained this matter fully, saying, "I wot that
through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers.” (Acts 3:17.) St.
Paul says, "For if they had known they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory."--I Cor. 2:8.

God's attitude toward the Jews, Joseph's brethren in antitype, is
clearly presented in the prophecy of Isaiah. (40:1,2.) That prophecy
is especially located at the end of this Gospel Age. We believe that it
is the message due to the Jews at the present time. It says not one
word about their eternal torture, but on the contrary, it is in full
agreement with St. Paul's statement that with the end of this Age
God's favor will return to the Jews, and they shall obtain mercy
through Spiritual Israel--the Messianic Body, of which Jesus is the
Head. We read, "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God.
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her war-
fare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath re-
ceived of the Lord's hand double [the second portion] for all her
sins."

Israel has indeed been obliged to drink the cup of ignominy and
shame and sorrow, during the nearly nineteen centuries since she
sold her Redeemer to the Romans, to be put to death. Sorry we are
that so much of this affliction has come to her at the hands of those
who mistakenly have professed to be the followers of Jesus! Sorry
we are that the Jews have thus had so much reason for failing to
understand the Spirit of Christ! They can understand this only by
remembering that as there are true Jews and false Jews, so likewise
there are true Christians and false Christians. "If any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."

JOSEPH WAS LONG MISUNDERSTOOD

Joseph's brethren failed to understand him--so great was the
difference between their characters and his. Even after they had
become more sympathetic and tenderhearted, they had still a suffi-
ciency of bitterness of spirit and of animosity that, if they had been
in Joseph's place, they would have seen to it that somehow or other
future punishments would have been meted out. They were, there-
fore, surprised by Joseph's words of brotherly kindness and sympa-
thy, and unable to believe that he meant it all. They concluded that
he was dealing graciously with them for his father Jacob's sake.

So we find that years afterwards, when Jacob died, these ten
brethren were in great trepidation lest Joseph should then wreak his
vengeance upon them. They went to him again, asking for a contin-
uance of his forgiveness. But Joseph said unto them, "Fear not: for
am | in the place of God? But as for you, ye thought evil against me;
but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save
much people alive. Now therefore fear ye not: | will nourish you,
and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto
them."-- Genesis 50:19-21.

JOSEPH WAS TAUGHT OF GOD

However he learned the lesson, it is most manifest that Joseph
was taught of God. Vengeance against his brethren he had none.
Whatever punishment would come to them for their sin would be
not his to inflict, but God's. And that punishment they evidently did
receive in the mental torture, fears and forebodings of many years.
Joseph had nothing to do with regulating the Divine arrangements
whereby Justice always metes out punishment for every wrong. It
was his to be generous, loving, kind, an exemplification of the great
Redeemer and His Messianic Kingdom.

It was the same in respect to his own experiences. We note with
astonishment that a man with so few opportunities had such a com-
prehensive grasp of the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Christ. We who
have been begotten of the Holy Spirit, and who have the example of
the words of Jesus and the Apostles and the history of all past ages,
may still sit at Joseph's feet, and be amazed to perceive how thor-
oughly he learned of God, and may apply similar lessons to our-
selves. Never a murmur, never a word of repining, against the bitter
lot that had been his! In every word, in everything, he testifies to
God's Goodness, Wisdom, Love and Power. He realized that to have

made a single change or alteration in the experiences that had come
to him would have been to do injury to the Plan as a whole, and he
would have failed to learn some of the lessons of life which he
needed.

Oh, how much all the followers of Jesus need to look unto the
Lord in respect to all their trying experiences! How much we all
need to have and to exercise faith in God--that he knows, He sees
and He is able and willing to make all things work together for good
to us, because we love Him, because we have been called according
to His Purpose, because we are seeking to make that calling and that
election sure by the development of a character which will make us
"meet for the inheritance of the saints in light," and for joint-heirship
with our Redeemer!

JACOB IN EGYPT

Joseph planned that for the five remaining years of the famine,
at least, his father Jacob and indeed the entire family should come
into Egypt. He thought of the district styled Goshen as very suitable
for their purposes, being a cattle-grazing locality. Pharaoh, heartily
in accord with Joseph, his prime minister, and pleased with the
prosperity of affairs under his management, gave full consent, and
suggested that Egyptian wagons be sent to fetch the old man Jacob
and the women and children, not so able to ride upon the asses,
camels, etc. Joseph prepared delicacies for the journey and little
presents, indicative of his love. He sent a special message to his
father, "Tell my father of my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have
seen; and ye shall haste to bring down my father hither." Then he
kissed them all goodby, saying:

"FALL NOT OUT BY THE WAY"

Evidently Joseph was a keen observer of human nature. Many
would have thought it unnecessary to caution the brethren against
disputes under all the circumstances. Many would have said, "They
will be so overjoyed with the blessings of God in the outcome of
their experiences that love will prevail amongst them, and no dis-
putes." The contrary, however, is often true. When prosperity
comes, there are opportunities to quarrel over the spoils, to feel more
or less of envy and selfishness.

Under former conditions, the brethren would have felt jealous
of Benjamin, because of the greater attention which he received
from Joseph and because of the present of three hundred pieces of
silver given to him. They might have queried as to how much liberty
they would have in the land of Goshen. The suggestion might have
come to some that they would then be under the thumb of Joseph,
and that he would favor Benjamin, etc. Evidently Joseph's warning,
"Fall not out by the way," was timely.

We have known matters to go similarly with the Lord's breth-
ren. When in tribulation, their hearts were crying to the Lord, but in
prosperity they were disposed to grudge one against another, and to
be envious and jealous of each other's opportunities, blessings and
privileges. What a great mistake! Each should remember that the
Master's eye is noting his progress in Christlikeness. Each should
remember that brotherly love is one of the tests of character.

It is all the more true because sometimes brethren in Christ can
make more trouble for us than any others. The very closeness of our
relationship, the very knowledge of each other, give to each of us
opportunities for criticism and evil surmisings that might not arise as
respects others. Well it is that all of God's people should accept Jo-
seph's words, "See that ye fall not out one with another by the way."
It is the way planned for us by the Lord. It is a narrow and difficult
way, full of adversities to the flesh, and trials and tests to the spirit.
Proportionately, there should be love and sympathy, co-operation
and helpfulness. The words of the Psalmist used as our Golden Text
in this lesson, were evidently prophetically written as respects the
Church, the Lord's brethren: "Behold, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity."

The Psalmist proceeds to compare this unity of the brethren, the
Church, with the precious ointment poured upon the head of the
king and of the high priest on their induction into office. The signifi-
cance of the illustration evidently is that the anointing oil typified
the Holy Spirit, and that as it ran down the high priest's beard, and
even to the skirts of his garment, it anointed the entire body of the
priest. That priest typifies Melchizedek, the Royal Priest--Jesus the
Head, and the Church His Body. Throughout this Gospel Age the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, which came to the Church, the Body of
Christ, at Pentecost, has continued, and gives an unction, or anoint-
ing, to all of His true members. And by this anointing these mem-
bers may be recognized as one with Christ, "For by one Spirit ye
were all anointed into one Body."--1 Corinthians 12:13.
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